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As summer comes to a close and the kids
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Send Us Your Story Ideas!
We’d love to hear from you if you know someone in
your community who is making a difference or has
done something extraordinary. We’re also looking
for interesting story ideas (little-known facts, history
or other news) within your community.
If you have suggestions, email us at
b.byrne@icmags.com.
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Frank C. Videon Funeral Home
~ THE FAMILY TRADITION CONTINUES ~

Funeral Directors & Staff
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Robert F. Nunan

David T. Videon, Supervisor

Sproul & Lawrence Roads | Broomall, PA 19008 |

610.356.8080

Timothy J. Cislo

Jonathan B. Barnes

| www.frankvideonfuneralhome.com

A Boutique Marketplace Of Vintage Styled Furniture
And Home Goods - Chalk Paint® - Miss Mustard
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3707 West Chester Pike
(At the corner of Rt. 3 & Rt. 252)

Newtown Square, PA 19073
610.355.9290
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in
the

Loop
What’s
news in
MARPLE NEWTOWN
BY BOB BYRNE

fun-filled day! Experience costumed
characters, games, contests and live music.
Pick Your Own Apples, and other fresh
fruits and vegetables, begins at 8 a.m. Get full
details of all the scheduled entertainment and
activities at linvilla.com.

PUMPKIN DAYS AT
TYLER ARBORETUM
Pumpkin Days will take place October 17
and 18 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Celebrate the season at Tyler Arboretum’s
traditional autumn festival. A fun-filled family
weekend is planned with activities, live
entertainment, delicious fare from food trucks
and, of course, pumpkins. Pick out your
prized pumpkin, assemble a scarecrow, jump
in the moon bounce, race through an
inflatable obstacle course, make crafts, play
games, and see Tyler’s glorious fall colors on a
hay wagon tour.
No pre-registration required and the event
is free for arboretum members! Non-member
admission is $11 for adults; $7 for children
ages 3 to 15; children under 3 are free
Free parking for Pumpkin Days
is exclusively at the Penn State Brandywine
campus, where visitors can catch the
complimentary shuttle bus to and from Tyler
Arboretum. Strollers are welcome on the
shuttle. Parking at the arboretum during the
event is reserved for visitors with disabilities.

MOBILE PET CLINIC IN
NEWTOWN SQUARE
The Delaware County SPCA is taking its
pet vaccine and microchip clinic on the road
to Newtown Square on Tuesday, October 13,
from 4-6 p.m.
The event is open to the public and will be
held at Niemeyer Corporation at 19 S.
Newtown Street Road. The clinic offers: $710 for Dewormer; $20 for Distemper,
Bordetella, Rabies, Flu and Lyme vaccines;
and $35 per microchip, including lifetime
registration. No appointment is necessary but
you must be in line by 5:30 p.m. Dogs must be
leashed. Cats must be in carriers. Payment can
be made with cash or a major credit card.

BARK IN THE PARK OCTOBER 24
LINVILLA ORCHARDS
APPLE FESTIVAL
Linvilla Orchards Apple Festival,
September 26 and 27, honors apples and
everything autumn. This two-day event is
hosted by Makin’ Music. Pick your own apples
during the height of the season and choose
from the many varieties grown at Linvilla. You
won’t want to miss the apple pie-eating
contest for bushels of fun!
Linvilla’s Pumpkin and Harvest Festival
will also be in full swing. Bring the family for a
4 1.800.558.0940, ext. 202 TO ADVERTISE | Marple Newtown

Even if you don’t own a dog, you can still
participate and help raise funds for the
Delaware County SPCA at the annual Bark in
the Park 5K run (starts at 10 a.m.) and Walk
(starts at 10:45 a.m.) on Saturday, October
24, at Rose Tree Park in Media. If you don’t
have a pet of your own, you can “rent” a dog
for the event and give a homeless pet a
companion for the day! To register in
advance, visit delcospca.org. Registration fees
will increase after September 24. If you are
interested in becoming a food or business
vendor or a sponsor, contact Justina at
610.566.1370 x231. 

SPONSORED CONTENT

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

SPONSORED CONTENT

Women for Women Division
Women’s Healthcare Group of Pa

Women for Women Ob/Gyn provides an exceptional
range of high-quality care with a commitment to excellence,
innovation, compassion, teaching and trust. There are six
board-certified ob/gyns and two certified nurse practitioners
in the practice. Patient services include a full range of
gynecological and obstetrical care including high risk. We
offer in-office minor surgical procedures through advanced
laparoscopic hospital surgical procedures, using the DaVinci
surgical robot.
The providers at Women for Women are all female
and specialize in adolescent, adult, perimenopausal and
menopausal medicine, family planning, contraception, PMS/
PMDD treatment, endometriosis, urinary incontinence,
improvement of sexual function, preconception counseling,
natural child birthing, obstetrical high-risk care, postpartum
care, postpartum depression counseling and treatment.
Gynecological in-office surgical procedures include
Hysteroscopy, D&C, Endometrial Ablation, Essure Tubal
Ligation, Endometrial Biopsy, Colposcopy, and LEEP.

Hospital surgical procedures include Hysterectomy, SalpingoOophorectomy, Myomectomy, Sterilization and advanced
laparoscopic procedures.
“Women for Women Ob/Gyn has been caring for all
generations of women for more than 25 years,” Dr. Jane
Porcelan said.
For the convenience of our patients we offer weekly early
morning and late evening appointments. A full range of
teaching classes are also offered at the practice. These include
prepared childbirth education, lactation and yoga. Lectures in
women’s health are also provided throughout the Main Line.
The goal at Women for Women is to treat, educate
and empower patients while providing personal and
individualized care. We have practices at Lankenau Hospital,
Wynnewood, Malvern and LaFayette Hill with a courteous and
proficient staff welcoming patients with respect. Please visit
our website where you can meet the providers and review
our services. New patients are accepted and we accept most
insurances.

www.womenforwomenobgynpa.com
100 E. Lancaster Avenue, Ste. 433West, Wynnewood, PA 19096. Tele: 610 896 8840
325 Central Avenue, Ste. 100, Malvern, PA 19355. Tele: 610 251 9433
443 Germantown Pike, LaFayette Hill, PA 19444. Tele: 610 251 9433
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INEVENTS

It’s Time to Do the
Friday Dance!
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
It’s not just adults at the office or job site
who love Fridays and the start of the weekend.
Kids at Camp Garrett in Newtown Square
spent a few minutes celebrating every Friday
afternoon.
Camp Director Kate Braemer and her staff
led the “Friday Dance” at the end of every
week of the 11-week summer camp. The
camp’s website says “campers participate in
lots of outdoor and active programs. They also
get to express their creative side and take part
in unique special events.” The Friday Dance is
just one of those fun activities, which included
sports, art, music, and much more on one of
the most scenic campuses anywhere.
For more information about the camp and
the foundation that makes it possible for
children from all income levels to attend, visit
garrettwilliamson.org.
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INEVENTS

EMT Molly McLaughlin and
EMS Trainee Justyn Roth.

L to R: Skye Mooney with sons Kieran and Riley and Officer
Jeff Haughey, Sergeant Tony Colgan, and Officer Pete Baylor.

Citizens and Emergency
Responders Bond at National
Night Out
Story and Photos by Michael Petitti
Over complimentary hot dogs, face painting and
tours of emergency equipment and vehicles, Marple
residents got to know the men and women who keep
their town safe at National Night Out on August 4 at
the Broomall Fire Company.
The event, in its 32nd year and organized by
Sergeant Tony Colgan of the Marple Police,
promotes police/community partnerships and local
camaraderie by connecting emergency responders
with the adults and children they serve in a fun and
relaxed setting.
On hand were members of the Marple Police
Department, Broomall Fire Company and Marple
Ambulance Corps. Attendees were free to explore
emergency equipment such as an Explosive Ordinance Disposal vehicle and robot and an armored
truck. Local businesses hosted information tables
while children enjoyed face painting, hula hooping
and a Moonbounce.
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INPERSON

Doing
Things
Garrett’s
Way
Jaye Norquist leads
a one-of-a-kind child
care program.

Jaye Norquist is
beginning her second
year as the director
of Garrett’s Way
Child Care and
Learning Center.

The center is located on the
farm campus of the Garrett
Williamson Foundation.

Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
Jaye Norquist is not your everyday preschool director, but then she’s
leading a school that is anything but your average everyday school.
To be precise, Garrett’s Way Child Care and Learning Center is more
than a preschool. Set on the beautiful farm campus of the Garrett
Williamson Foundation off Bishop Hollow Road in Newtown Square,
Garrett’s Way offers child care from the age of six weeks continuing
through preschool and kindergarten.
Norquist leads a staff of more than 30 teachers and assistants who care
for, guide and teach 145 children. The families come from as far away as
West Philadelphia and West Chester. “We have a very, very multicultural
clientele,” says Norquist. “At last count I think we had students from 10
countries. So this year we’re going to learn about all the different countries
that are represented here. We’re going to study them. I have a parent
committee that is helping me put it together.”
Families at Garrett’s Way come from extremely divergent home
situations and incomes. “We see unemployment, we see domestic
violence and we see situations where, all of a sudden, a spouse has left and
we have a mom who hasn’t been working in X amount of years but now
has to go out in the workforce with no one to take care of their children,”
Norquist explains.
Garrett’s Way is rare in that it accepts state subsidies (CCIS) and offers
scholarships. “If [the children are] accepted, they’ll come into our
program. The parents will have a small co-pay and then our scholarship
program will pick up the rest,” Norquist says. “We’ve been very fortunate
with our scholarship money stream. The Videon family has been
incredibly generous with their bequeaths to us which have enabled us to
have some of these scholarship programs and to keep the money flowing.
We also do fundraising.”
Having to turn applicants down because the classes are full is the part of
the job Norquist dislikes. “That’s when I get upset and I do everything I
can to try to help families work something out. I just told a mom that we
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don’t have full-time space right now for her child’s age group, but I
could give her Monday, Tuesday and Friday. She said ‘Yes, we’ll take
it!’”
Norquist advises parents who are looking for a pre-school to “call
anyway because obviously children grow up, and we also sometimes
have families who move or have moms who have decided to stay
home, so suddenly an opening could come that was not expected.”
The school is on a farm and has its own half-acre garden that was
completed and planted for the first time this year. Garrett
Williamson’s Farmer Josh will be teaching kids about the garden. The
children, including babies in buggies, often take the short walk across
campus to visit the farm animals who live in the barn (which is also
home to the Delaware County 4H Agricultural Center).
Norquist says she loves coming to work in the mornings. “One of
my favorite things is going down that long driveway and I feel like I’m
going back to an easier time that’s less stressful. The whole
atmosphere is just different to me than the hustle and bustle.”
After joining Garrett’s Way last year, Norquist has focused on
building relationships between the school and its families and among
the parents themselves. One way is a series of monthly get-togethers
where the focus is on making the school community even better and
having some fun.
The efforts pay off with smiles and happy kids, then parents (and
Norquist) fighting back tears when it comes time to say goodbye and
head to first grade.
For this mother of four and grandmother of eight, a lot of energy
comes from the joy she sees in the young faces and staff.
Does it ever get exhausting?
“I am usually in bed by 9:00,” Norquist deadpans.
To learn more about Garrett’s Way, Camp Garrett and the Garrett
Williamson Foundation, visit garrettwilliamson.org. 
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A Message from
the Superintendent
Dear Marple Newtown Community,
Since joining the Marple Newtown School District in July, I held individual
“getting to know you” interviews with over fifty people representing districtlevel administrators, school-level administrators, board members, teachers,
students, parents, and community members. The overall feeling about the
district, as articulated by the overwhelming majority of these interviewees,
is that Marple Newtown School District is a great place to work, learn, and
achieve.
Not only did the interviewees speak to academic achievement, but they also
spoke to the district’s excellence in athletics, the arts, other extracurricular
activities, and in preparing students of character for college, career, and
citizenship. Most expressed a desire to continue to strive for further
distinction as one of the highest performing districts in the county and in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS

arple Newtown

I found it affirming that so many people representing varied perspectives
felt our district met the needs of every student, embraced technology for
learning, held high standards for adults and students, and responsibly used
the available resources. These standards are a great foundation on which to
build the future.
The future will likely hold the rigor of the PA Common Core. The PA Common
Core Standards are helping educators think differently about the skills
students need in order to reach their goals. Information is easily accessible
through the technologies of today, but it is the ability to use the resources
at hand to think, to innovate, to create, and to respond that will make the
difference in the lives of today’s students. Students need lots of opportunities
to gain a depth of understanding, opportunities to apply their learning, and
opportunities to use their creativity to solve problems the world has not yet
encountered.
Through a rigorous, personalized program of study, our students will achieve
and our district will continue to prepare students for college, career, and
citizenship. With the dedicated teaching and support staff at every school,
the support of the parents and community, and the wonderful students
in our schools, I see Marple Newtown School District poised for continued
success.
Functioning as a unified K-12 district with a common mission and vision, we
will build on the good work completed over the past ten years by Dr. Merle
Horowitz. We will anticipate the continued support of our community, and
we will energize around the work to be done for a future of high achievement
for all of our students.
Thank you for welcoming me to your community.

Dr. Carol Cary
Superintendent
Marple Newtown School District

12 | Marple Newtown
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The French language program at Paxon Hollow Middle School
begins for some students in 6th grade and continues in 7th and
8th grade allowing for 3 years of the French language and culture
to open up new horizons for our students. Travel abroad to the
francophone province of Québec has shown our students that
they are able to understand French spoken in the real world, by
persons other than their teachers. This validates and reinforces
what they have been learning in school and teaches the students
that learning French is a practical tool, and more than an
academic exercise.
Teachers Kerri Confora and Dean Vlahos went to Quebec this
June with 20 French students from Paxon Hollow Middle School.
The trip was fantastic and the students visited Montreal and Old
Quebec City, walked across the Montmorency waterfall, went
on a whale watching tour in Tadoussac, and ate a traditional
lumberjack meal at a “cabane à sucre” (sugar shack)!

Marple
Marple Newtown
Township

Paxon Hollow Students Visit Quebec

Athletic Director
is More Than A Coach

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS
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By Michael William Larkin
Chris Gicking is right where he wants to be, directing athletics and
coaching football for the Marple Newtown School District. He is also
everywhere, on any given night; Chris can be seen at any one of Marple
Newtown’s youth sports organizations games. “That’s what it’s going to
take,” Gicking says, “The kids’ need to know us (coaches); they need to
feel comfortable with who we are and what we’re about. It’s personal,
and anyone who doesn’t think it is, doesn’t get it.” In today’s world
Gicking makes a good point. Kids are being recruited now when they’re
10 and 12 years old and they are entrusting their careers to some degree
with the coaches they choose to play for. And Gicking knows exactly
what that feels like; he was one of those kids. He set and still holds many
of the county’s passing records when he was quarterbacking the tigers
and he was named 1996’s Delaware County Player of the Year. He
received a full football scholarship to Division 1AA Villanova University
followed by a transfer to Shippensburg University where he was named
team captain and was a Division II All-American.
However, Chris isn’t just concerned with athletics. His new role also
calls for him to be Dean of Students, a role he takes seriously. “I might be
the athletic director, but that’s not all I care about, this is about the
Marple Newtown School District, it’s about everything we do here, I care
about the whole community, some people might not know that I was a
teacher for the last twelve years,” says Gicking. As we walk towards the
new Performing Arts Center wing of the building, Chris is ecstatic about
the recent $60M renovation that was completed last year. “I mean, look
at this place, look at our facilities now,” as he points out the individual
music studios that Marple Newtown students use every day to practice
their instruments in private. “This is what we’re about now, excellence in
academics, athletics and activities.”
When asked about his education, Gicking likes to say he went to two
schools, Shippensburg University and Broomall University. The first,
many Pennsylvanians know-the large public state university that sits
about two and a half hours west of Philadelphia. The second, fewer
know. Only those with that upbringing understand it. Broomall develops
a hardnosed work ethic. Chris’ parents instilled in him a solid foundation
he explains, “On and off the field they told me that if I was going to try
and do something, to work hard at it and most importantly to never
quit, and I attribute my success as a person, teacher, and coach to the
advice and approach that was instilled in me throughout my childhood.”
Chris now lives in Broomall with his wife, two sons and daughter. The
baby-faced new Athletic Director and Head Football Coach has gone
from a hometown hero kid to a hometown man. The latter is more
important to him. He recognizes that sports are a metaphor for life. They
are a mechanism to teach you about preparation, effort, and
perseverance. After all, isn’t that what we want our children to learn?
And if so, I don’t see anyone better to teach them that than Chris.
There are a couple things I took away from my interview with Chris.
First is, he’s genuine. What you see is what you get. He’s a nice guy who
really cares about the kids he coaches. The second is how proud he is.
He’s proud to have been raised here, he’s proud to have been an athletic
product from here, and he’s proud to represent us leading into the
future while shaping the character of the new Marple Newtown men
and women.

14 | Marple Newtown

MWL: What’s your favorite food?
CG: My favorite food is pizza, preferably small extra cheese pepperoni from Drexel Hill Style Pizza.
MWL: Who is your favorite actor?
CG: My favorite actor is Adam Sandler, he is funny.
MWL: Who is your favorite singer?
CG: My favorite singer is Pitbull, I love Pitbull on Pandora.
MWL: What’s your favorite activity outside of football?
CG: I enjoy going for walks with the family, we enjoy that time with the kids.
MWL: What made you want to strive to be back at Marple Newtown as a head coach?
CG: I have always wanted to be like my dad (head coach at Conestoga) and my old coach/AD Jim Smith. I love coaching
Marple athletes.
MWL: What do you think makes Marple Newtown special?
CG: Marple Newtown is special because it’s a true community. Marple Newtown people can adapt to any environment
that we are in and we will find a way to succeed.
MWL: Who has had the greatest impact on your life?
CG: My dad has had the biggest impact on my life! He is everything that anyone would want in a father, role model,
teacher, husband and coach. He is truly amazing!
MWL: What is the most important thing you want the kids to take away from playing at Marple?
CG: We want the kids to learn hard work, respect, competition, good citizenship and giving back to the community. We
are a family!
MWL: What advice would you give student athletes who are in the process of choosing a college?
CG: I would tell them to do research on schools that interest you or are interested in you. I would ask people about the
school. I would go visit the school and try to get a feel for the campus and try to get the feeling from other student athletes
that are already attending the school.
MWL: If you weren’t an educator and coach what would you most likely want to do?
CG: I would be a sports announcer or commentator.
MWL: What is the best advice you have ever received?
CG: From my parents: No matter what you do in life you must work hard and tomorrow is never promised.
MWL: What is a usual Sunday for the Gicking family?
CG: Donna and I usually take turns running the dog or we go for a family walk early in the morning. Then I watch film and
game plan for the next week. Before dinner we’ll play some type of game with the kids, Donna cooks a great dinner and
then back to work on the film.
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Michael William Larkin interviews Chris Gicking
to get answers to some questions outside of football.

Marple
Marple Newtown
Township
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Questions on What
Makes “Gick” Tick

Congratulations
to the Marple
Newtown High
School Class
of 2015!
At the 100th Commencement of Marple
Newtown High School on June 11th,
2015 288 students graduated at Villanova
University.
86% of the student body will continue on
to Postgraduate Education having received
over $11.9 million dollars in Scholarships
and Awards including:
• $158,000 in athletic scholarship money
• $35,425 from clubs and organizations.
• $11,950 from private memorial awards/
scholarships.
• $13,000 from Sponsor a Scholar
8 graduates will enter the Armed Service

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS
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There are 24 college bound athletes playing
9 different sports.
The Class included 7 National Merit Scholar
Commended students: Timothy Callahan,
Rachel Dennin, George Hughes, Nicole
Ozdowski, Sohyeon Park, Olivia Stepanic and
Kelly Stipa.
Commencement Speakers:
Pledge of Allegiance: Jamie Dietrich, President, Student
Council – University of Tampa
Class Greeting: Kyle Bohn, President, Class of 2015 –
United State Military Academy at West Point
Salutatorian: Sohyeon Park, Johns Hopkins University
Valedictorian: Nicole Ozdowski, Princeton University

16 | Marple Newtown

 The Tri M Music Honor Society, Chapter 764, was reactivated and inducted 21 new members.
 The International Spanish Honor Society was established and proudly inducted 33 members.
 FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) had 6 students qualify for awards at the Regional
Leadership Conference, with 3 students advancing to The State Competition in Hershey. 1
student advanced to the FBLA National Leadership Conference in Chicago, IL.
 The Marple Newtown Hi-Q team advanced to the semi-finals.
 The “Read Across America” book drive collected 6,287 books with the Life Skills’ classes
bringing in 1,207 books. MNHS has donated 64,038 books in the last eleven years.
 The sophomore class raised over $3,100 for the Susan G Komen organization during its 8th
annual Project 10 event. Over the past eight years, Marple Newtown sophomores have
donated $26,580 to various charities as a result of their participation in Project 10!
 Congratulations to the following sports teams for qualifying for the District Playoffs: boys’
soccer, girls’ soccer, boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball, softball, baseball, and boys’ lacrosse.
 One boys’ swimmer and one member of the boys’ track team qualified for the PA State
Tournament.
 An AP Studio Art student had a painting in the “Come as You Are” exhibition at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art.
 Students modeled the price of higher education in the Moody’s Mega Math Challenge,
solving an open-ended, applied math-modeling problem focused on a real-world issue. The
Honorable Mention Team Prize of $1000 put them in top 5.7% in the nation.
 The National Association of Student Councils has recognized MN Student Council as a 2015
National Gold Council of Excellence for the second consecutive year.
 Student Council received the Distinguished Keystone Council Award for the 2014-2015
school year.
 Marple Newtown was recognized for the 3rd consecutive year as a Best Community for Music
Education.
 Marple Newtown Marching Tigers are Cavalcade Grand Champions. Marching Tigers
succeeded in winning the top spot with a score of 96. In addition to the title of “Champion” of
their division, MNHS won the awards for “High Visual,” “High Effect,” and “Overall High Score.”
 A boys’ basketball player broke 1000 career points and a girls’ basketball player also eclipsed
1000 points while becoming the school’s career scoring leader for girls’ basketball.
 There were 17 Spanish students and 8 French students who received awards in national exams
sponsored by the American Associations of Teachers of Spanish and French.
 Students and staff participated in multiple outreach projects including: The Holiday Program,
Community Action Agency of Delaware County, Inc. (CAADC) and ‘Operation Christmas Child’.
 A student competed in the National History Day competition at the Chester County Historical
Society and received 1st place for his individual exhibit entry, qualifying for the state level
competition at Millersville University.
 The Interact Club participated in 32 community service projects this year, serving the local,
state, national and international communities.
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Joe Rufo has Marple in his Blood

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS

arple Newtown

By Michael William Larkin
Where should we meet? As I read this
text I had to think for a few seconds,
where would be the best place to meet
Joe Rufo for his interview? And then it hit
me, and I wrote back…How about at the
high school stadium? I think the kids are
practicing…OK, see you at 2:30, he
responded…
Twenty years ago, Joe and Julie Rufo
were looking to settle down in a nice
community to raise their children. It didn’t
take them long to find the spot. “It had
everything we were looking for in a
community,” Joe said, “it just seemed like a
really nice place to live.” I agree with Joe,
to me, the words Marple Township are
synonymous with hardworking people
trying to raise their children in a nice
environment.
Joe and Julie first moved to Marple
Township in 1994. Well into the child
rearing years, Joe wanted to become
more involved in his community, and
Photo of Marple Junior Tigers, Joe Rufo, Back Row, Center.
since his boys liked football, Joe began
coaching within the Marple Junior Tigers, the township’s youth “weight ball” football
organization. He coached for 15 years, was a board member for 10 years, and served
three years as President of the organization.
Later, in 2008, Joe ran and was elected to the Marple Newtown School Board, serving
two years, it was perfect timing. It was during those years that the school board voted to
dedicate funds to a new Marple Newtown High School. The idea was to transform the old
Marple into something that could keep our kids in district. Over the years, Marple has lost
many of their prospective students to private schools because the facilities were lacking.
“It had just been a very long time since anything substantial had been done to the
building, it was time,” said Joe. Soon after the high school renovation project was
underway, Joe’s school board term was up and he decided to run for township
commissioner in 2011. Since then, he has continued to support the Marple Junior Tigers
and the school district, spreading the word about the new Marple Newtown.
Joe continues to attend Marple Newtown events and talks to kids about continuing
their education within the Marple Newtown School District. He knows that something
very special is happening here and he wants the kids to take advantage of it. “They’re
doing things differently up here now, they have some young guys involved who are really
looking out for the kids and I think the kids can really relate to them. It’s all good stuff.
This is where I send my kids. We could have chosen one of the other schools but we
didn’t. We think Marple Newtown offers parents a tremendous value for facilities and
programs.”
Today, Joe stands in between the stadium and high school that he helped build, not
literally, of course, but with a vote which was just as important as the concrete and
drywall used to renovate the property. As practice finished up, I asked Joe how it felt to
know that he has been part of the Marple Newtown community for over twenty years. He
tilted his head slightly back, as if to acknowledge that he hadn’t really thought about
that. “I guess it has,” Joe said, “wow, that’s wild,” after a slight pause, he continued, “it was
the best decision I ever made, moving to Marple, I feel like it’s in my blood, Marple’s in my
blood.” I think I speak for the majority of the community when I say, we’re glad you
decided to stop by, Joe.
18 | Marple Newtown

For all intents and purposes Nick Reynolds is a Marple guy. He was
born and raised in Marple Newtown. He attended Marple Newtown
High School from 1994-1998. He was a football team captain, football
team MVP and was selected to the 1997 All-Delco football squad.
After high school, Nick went on to Millersville University on a football
scholarship where he received All-PSAC honors in 2000, earned The
Triple Effort Award, and was elected team captain in 2001. Since
graduating from Millersville, Nick has become other things as well.
He has become a husband, a father, the COO of an energy company,
an entrepreneur, a Marple Newtown high school assistant football
coach, and most recently, a Marple Newtown School Board Director.
However, there’s one thing that remains on his mind every day: to
help contribute in any way he can to the betterment of the Marple
Newtown community.
When I told Nick I wanted to do an article on him, he gave me his
typical inclusive response, “Okay, come over for lunch.” When I arrived
at his home, I stepped inside the foyer and was instantly hit with the
aroma of homemade gravy. I followed the scent to the kitchen and
there he was, wearing a chef’s apron. After a few minutes, we sat
down at the kitchen table over one of his favorite recipes, chicken
cutlets and gravy.
As I began to utter my first question, he stopped me and said, “It’s
all about the kids.” As a newly appointed School Board Director, that
was his running platform. “I’m focused on the student experience,”
he said. “When I went to Marple, we didn’t have all the great facilities,
teachers, programs, and coaches we do now and I want to help
spread the word about it to our community and hopefully keep our
kids in district for high school.” Reynolds said he is doing his part to
communicate that to the other parents in the district, whether he is
at a youth sporting event with his sons or out to dinner at Anthony’s
Restaurant at Paxon Hollow Country Club. Reynolds said, “I tell
everybody. I tell them when you compare the cost and facilities at
Marple Newtown High School to some local private schools, there is
Nick Reynolds Coaching the Tigers.
no comparison. Parents are now paying $10,000 a year for basically
the same building and facilities that were there 50 years ago when the places first opened.
With the renovations project complete, I feel confident that if a student did a walk-through
of our high school and met with our principal, teachers, athletic director, and coaches, they
would choose the Marple Newtown family every time. I want our kids to know when they
come to Marple Newtown School District; they’re coming into a family.”
It’s not surprising Reynolds mentioned family. Not only did his mother and father attend
Marple Newtown schools, but he is one of seven tight-knit siblings who all attended the
Marple Newtown High School; and he has already had conversations with his wife, Alana,
about sending their children to Marple Newtown schools. So it’s not just talk, he lives it. “My
family has lived in Marple Newtown for 60 years, and we don’t plan on going anywhere,” says
Reynolds.
Lastly, I think it’s important to point out Reynolds’ upbeat personality, and as an assistant
football coach, it adds to the special bond he has with the kids he coaches, especially
members of his beloved defensive line-also known as the Wolf Pack. To get a sense from the
kids, I reached out to one member of the Wolf Pack and he said, “I really like Coach Reynolds,
he’s great, he’s always positive and he brings a lot of energy to practices. He really emphasizes
taking care of one another on the field and being there for the other guys. I guess it is like a
family, that’s how we practice, that’s how we play, and that’s how we treat each other off the
field.” It certainly seems as though the lessons are sinking in, now all Marple has to do is to
continue to add to the family, which is one thing Reynolds is confident they can do!
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New School Leader in District
Dennis Reardon had been looking for an opportunity to lead a school and he has finally found
it. Dennis has recently been hired to be the new principal at Russell Elementary, a position that he
is thrilled to have. “I am truly excited for this opportunity. While I have thoroughly enjoyed my time
at Marple Newtown High School, I look forward to this new chapter in my career. Having worked
at Paxon Hollow Middle School prior to moving to the high school, I know this is a special
community. I look forward to meeting the staff, parents, and most of all, the students at Russell
Elementary School,” said Reardon.
Dennis has been in the education field for most of his life. He was hired by the Marple Newtown
School District in 2002 as a history teacher and has held the Assistant Principal and Athletic
Director positions for the past eight years at both Marple Newtown High School and Paxon Hollow
Middle School.
During his time with the district, Dennis started numerous programs that are now institutions.
They include, The Potter Cup, Raise the Bar, and the R.O.A.R. Award. He also led formative
assessment committees, trained in differentiated instruction, developed the high school writing
center, and successfully participated in increasing the School Performance Profile (SPP) score for
the Marple Newtown High School.
A lifelong coach in the Upper Darby Drexel Hill youth baseball organization, Dennis has
continued coaching in his spare time with his sons’ baseball teams. This summer, his team, The
East Brandywine Bulls qualified for the Cal Ripken 12 Year Old World Series. They represented the
Middle Atlantic Region and competed in Aberdeen, Maryland against teams from all over the
world and placed 2nd in the United States. “It was a great experience for the kids,” Reardon said,
“they really rose to the challenge of the competition they faced, I couldn’t be more proud of them.”
Dennis received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Marketing from Millersville University,
received his Elementary Teaching Certification and Masters Degree in Elementary Education from
Widener University and received his Administrative Certification from Immaculata University. He
currently resides in Downingtown with his wife and two sons.
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2015 MARPLE NEWTOWN HS FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Friday, September 4 at Cardinal O’Hara, 7 PM (TRN)
Friday, September 11 vs. Penn Wood, 7 PM (TRN) – Military Appreciation Night
Friday, September 18 at Harriton, 7 PM (TRN)
Friday, September 25 vs. Radnor, 7 PM (TRN) – Faculty Appreciation Night
Friday, October 2 vs. Lower Merion, 7 PM (TRN) – Youth Night
Friday, October 9 at Springfield, 7 PM (TRN)
Friday, October 16 vs. Conestoga, 7 PM (TRN) – Homecoming / Alumni Night
Friday, October 23 at Garnet Valley, 7 PM (TRN)
Friday, October 30 at Penncrest, 7 PM
Friday, November 6 vs. Strath Haven, 7 PM (TRN) – Senior Night
(TRN) – Denotes that game will be broadcasted LIVE by the Tigers Radio Network on marplenewtownfootball.com.
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Christian Jaspersen has been with the Marple Newtown School District since 2003
during which time he has worked with a variety of student populations including
learning and emotional support, alternative, gifted, and general education. It was that
professional training that helped Christian to be named the new Assistant Principal at
Marple Newtown High School. “I am enthusiastic to accept the challenging and
rewarding role of Assistant Principal at the high school. Developing a positive rapport
with students, parents, and alumni during my professional tenure has always been
and will continue to be a constant goal. The positive reputation of this school district
continues to grow, which makes me even more proud to lead the orange and black,”
said Jaspersen.
Over the years, Christian has taken on many responsibilities within the Marple
Newtown School District. When asked about his many roles, Jaspersen said, “I am
fortunate to have worked alongside student-centered leaders throughout my
educational career who encouraged me to participate in leadership roles within the
Marple Newtown School District. The latter includes assuming the role of Principal for
the district’s summer school programs, embracing responsibilities as Assistant
Athletic Director, encouraging responsible student behavior as a disciplinary assistant,
and maintaining an active role in the alternative education program. As a result of
these experiences, I firmly believe in educating the whole child -- socially, emotionally,
and academically.”
Christian received a BA in Secondary Education with a concentration in English
from Kutztown University, and an MA in Educational Leadership with a concentration
in special education from Immaculata University. Christianalso completed his
administrative and special education supervisory internships in 2007.Christian and his
wife currently reside in Downingtown, Pennsylvania.
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Hard Work and Experience
Boost Jaspersen to New Post
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Culbertson
Elementary
School
PUMPKIN
FESTIVAL

The 53rd Annual Pumpkin Festival for Culbertson Elementary School will be held on
Saturday, October 17th from 11:00AM to 4:00PM. There will be games, food and family
fun. This event is sponsored by the Parent Teacher Organization and is the primary
fundraiser for the school. All monies raised go directly back into the school to enhance
the educational experience of our students. The Pumpkin Festival helps fund
assemblies, technology, teacher venture grants and wish lists, field trips and other
needs of our school. The Pumpkin Festival is open to the entire Marple Newtown
community and all are welcome. For more information and sponsorship opportunities,
please contact Brandi Fox at 610-212-9206 or sherwoodfox@comcast.net.

Loomis Elementary School 5K Run/Walk
The Parent Teacher Organization of
Loomis Elementary School is looking
forward to its third Loomis Leopard
5K Run/Walk and 1 Mile Kids Fun Run/
Walk on Sunday, October 18th.
Loomis is committed to inspiring and
preparing students to succeed both
academically and physically. This
fundraiser helps the PTO support a
wide variety of programs for our
children such as assemblies, field
trips, playground renovations, school
technology purchases, and ongoing
support of the educational programs
and needs of our school. This event is
open to the entire Marple Newtown
community and all are welcome. For
more information and sponsorship
opportunities, please visit
www.leopard5K.com.
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The event schedule is as follows:
Date: Sunday, October 18th
Place: Loomis Elementary School
369 North Central Blvd.
Broomall, PA 19008
Times: 8:00 a.m. Registration/packet pickup
9:00 a.m. Kids One Mile Fun Run
9:30 a.m. 5K Run/Walk
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PHMS 6th Grade Orientation
On Thursday, August 27th, 220 incoming 6th grade students
and their parents arrived at Paxon Hollow Middle School for
Orientation. The 6th grade class had an opportunity to meet their
teachers, move around the building to get familiar with where
their specific classes are located, review their schedule, practice
opening locks, and get acquainted with the various programs,
activities and opportunities that Paxon Hollow has to offer. The
day ended with everyone in the cafeteria for lunch! Over 50 staff
members were in attendance to meet many of the new students.
Paxon Hollow, recognized by the Pennsylvania Association for
Middle Level Education as an outstanding middle school,
partners with parents and community to create an environment
that fosters students’ emotional, physical, and intellectual growth.
We provide our students with the skills necessary to become
successful citizens and life-long learners.
At Paxon Hollow Middle School we offer an exemplary
curriculum. Our program is adapted for all levels of learners, from
the struggling to the gifted. We have advanced programs in
science, mathematics, language arts, social studies, and world
language. Our strong academic program is evidenced by
standardized test scores over and above the national averages.
Students have a wide variety of experiences in our related arts
including an art program that would rival many high school
programs, a 21st century physical education program that goes
beyond the traditional and includes biking, climbing, hiking, and
physical fitness, and a family and consumer science curriculum
with a focus on community service. Students are exposed to
hands on STEM curriculum through our technology education
program and over a third of our students are a part of our musical
performance groups which include a concert, marching, and jazz
bands, steel drums, orchestra, and chorus.
Paxon Hollow Middle School is committed to providing
numerous opportunities to recognize, engage, and support
children’s developmental and affective needs. Research has
shown that students gain many benefits from participation in
extracurricular activities. At Paxon Hollow Middle School the
student day does not end when the academics are completed.
We have an extra-curricular program to meet the needs of all. Our
comprehensive athletic program includes: field hockey, football,
soccer, volleyball, basketball, wrestling, lacrosse, softball, and
track. Students have multiple clubs in which they can participate
including: Art Club, Chess Club, Debate Club, Recycling Club,
Future Business Leaders of America, Student Council, Sewing
Club, Athletic Council, Drama Club, Reading Olympics, Writers of
the Hollow, Sign Language Club, French Club, Dance Team, and
Scrabble Club.
We have an active PTO which provides our school with
continued support and funds. In return our commitment to the
community is evidenced by our many fundraising activities. The
highlight of the year is the annual Potter Cup, a competition with
a rival middle school which includes a boys’ basketball game,
girls’ basketball game, and a wrestling match. The event has a
carnival like atmosphere and offers activities for the entire family.
More than 2,000 people attend each year. This event has raised
over $300,000 for Alex’s Lemonade Stand. The Potter Cup has
been recognized by Alex’s Lemonade Stand as one of their top
100 fundraisers.
Together we are the school that makes a difference.
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MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
The mission of the Marple Newtown School District is to provide
rigorous educational opportunities for all students in a safe, healthy, and
effective learning environment through a collaborative commitment
involving students, staff, families and community.
The Marple Newtown School District has a long tradition of excellence
in education. There are approximately 3304 students enrolled in Grades K
through 12 with accelerated and advanced placement courses offered in
all the academic areas. The academic curriculum of the district reflects the
strength of traditional programs while meeting the changing needs of a
technological society.
The district is a clear leader in the county in the development of
academic standards. In addition to a strong academic program, 23
Advanced Placement (AP) and 21 Honors courses are offered to students
at Marple Newtown High School. A variety of opportunities are available
to students through elective courses, independent study programs, dual
enrollment, cyber learning and a wide range of extra-curricular activities and athletics. There are accelerated courses in all
disciplines and a comprehensive Special Education program for students who require special instruction.

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL BOARD

District Administration
Marple Newtown School District
40 Media Line Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4200
www.mnsd.org
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Carol Cary, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Constance E. Bompadre, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent
Toni Himes, Ed.D.
Supervisor of Language Arts & Federal
Programs
Josephine Johnston, Ed.D.
Supervisor of Science, Family & Consumer
Sciences, Technology and Business
Education
Sandy Schaal
Supervisor of Social Studies, Art and Music
Richard Slonaker, Ed.D.
Supervisor of Mathematics, Health and
Physical Education
Gerald Rodichok, Ed.D.
Director of Pupil Services
Heather Logue
Supervisor of Special Education
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Kathryn Chandless, Esq.
Matthew J. Bilker, Esq.
Leonard B. Altieri, III
A.J. Baker
Matthew A. Catania, Esq.

Matthew A. DeNucci, IV
Barbara Harvey
Nicholas J. Reynolds
Robert Sack
Dr. Carol Cary (non-voting)

Joseph Driscoll (non-voting)
Denise Land (non-voting)
Mark Sereni (non-voting)

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOLS
Culbertson Elementary School
3530 Goshen Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4340
Principal: James Wigo, Jr.
Loomis Elementary School
369 North Central Blvd
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4350
Principal: Christine D. White
Russell Elementary School
2201 Sproul Road
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4310
Principal: Dennis Reardon
Worrall Elementary School
2979 Pennview Avenue
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4300
Principal: John Beltrante

Paxon Hollow Middle School
815 Paxon Hollow Road
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4320
Principal: Stephen Subers, Ed.D
Assistant Principal: Matthew Flood
Assistant Principal/Athletic Director: Thomas
J. Gretchen
Marple Newtown High School
120 Media Line Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4215
Principal: Gregory Puckett
Assistant Principal: Lauren Hopkins
Assistant Principal: Donald Tabar
Assistant Principal: Christian Jaspersen
Athletic Director/Dean of Students:
Christopher Gicking

“Choice Not
Chance Determines
Your Destiny.”
– ARISTOTLE –

Valley Forge Military
Academy & College
is a private international leadership institution, comprised
of a middle school, preparatory high school, and college,
located in Wayne, PA, 12 miles from Philadelphia. Students
are immersed in a unique educational experience centered
on academic excellence, personal motivation, and character
that helps them reach their academic potential.
Small class sizes, specialized instruction, and dedicated faculty
provide an enriching educational experience that imbues
students with character traits and the skills to succeed.
Schedule a tour today at www.vfmac.edu
Follow us @ VFMAC
610.989.1300 | admissions@vfmac.edu

OSTEOPATHIC TREATMENT FOR THE NEWBORN

BIRTH
A New Perspective

Since the late 1800s, when osteopathy became a medical discipline
in the United States, osteopathic physicians have assisted babies in
their recovery from the birth experience, thereby helping to promote
the best possible health and development of the child. Osteopathy is
a medical discipline focusing on re-establishing and maintaining the
natural relationships of bones, muscles, membranes, tissues and
fluids within the body. Osteopathic manipulative treatment promotes
the body’s ability to function, develop and heal itself by addressing
problems found in these structural components.

The Birth Process. Birth often results in harmful structural

changes. The likelihood of trouble increases when the labor and
delivery is prolonged or augmented by pitocin or when forceps or
vacuum extraction are necessary. In a vaginal delivery, the infant skull

Healthy Start

Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine
Rebecca A. Druash, D.O., FAAP, FACOP

Caring for the children of Newtown Square
and surrounding communities!
Solo Physician providing personalized health care
Practicing Pediatrics for over 25 years in the Delaware Valley
Board certified Pediatrician
Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics
Fellow of the American College of Osteopathic Pediatrician
Trained in Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine and Cranial Therapy

“Give your child a Healthy Start for a life of Wellness!”
11 St. Albans Ave., Suite 101

Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-356-5500
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is asked to make its passage through too small a space. In response,
the bones of the skull overlap to decrease the size of the head, and
often do not return to their natural positions after delivery. In order to
travel through the birth canal, the infant’s head must bend markedly
backwards. This puts pressure on two nerves (vagal and hypoglossal)
which can result in the colic and sucking disturbances often seen in
newborns.
Although C-section babies are spared some of the complications of
vaginal deliveries, they are also robbed of some of the benefits. The
transit down the birth canal applies a variety of pressures on the
infant’s head which help to free it from the shape it was molded to in
utero. The transit through the birth canal also compresses and reexpands the chest wall preparing the baby to breathe and to clear fluid
from the lungs.

When to Seek Treatment. The infant will often
communicate the presence of a problem by being irritable or difficult
to calm. In addition, excessive wakefulness at night or reluctance to fall
asleep, spitting up or vomiting can have their origins in structural
disturbances. A parent or health care professional may notice visual
signs of a structural problem, such as overlapping of joint lines on the
infant’s skull which do not level out in the first week of life. Visual
asymmetries, such as one side of the forehead further forward than the
other, the two ears positioned differently or the neck held to one side,
can and should be corrected.
Cranial osteopathy for the newborn is a safe, gentle, non-invasive
form of manipulative treatment. Babies often fall asleep during
treatment or fall into a deep, restful sleep thereafter. Sometimes babies
fuss or squirm during the treatment, actions that can help release the
troubled areas. It is safe and ideal to see babies very shortly after birth,
but it is still quite feasible to resolve the effects of a difficult birth
anytime in the first many months (or even years) of life. Depending on
the severity of the birth experience and the structural findings,
anywhere from a single treatment to a series of four to eight may be
indicated. In complicated cases, further follow up care may be needed.
A Doctor of Osteopathy (DO) is a fully licensed physician whose
training includes, beyond the normal medical curriculum, extensive
training in manual manipulation as a treatment to improve body
function through addressing body structure. Although many
osteopathic physicians are in family practice or providing specialty
care, some have chosen to focus their practices on the hands-on
approach which makes osteopathy unique. Of these, some have
pursued additional training in cranial osteopathy, which is essential in
the osteopathic treatment of children.
Reprinted with permission of the author, Margaret Sorrel, DO, FCA and The Osteopathic Cranial Academy.
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Caring for Our Ash Trees in Light of the Emerald Ash Borer:
What You Should Know and What You Should Think About to Prepare…
Article by Janet Krevenas with help from Members of the Newtown Township Environmental Advisory Council

The Beetles are Coming, the Beetles are Coming!
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No, not the rock band; the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB for short or Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire for long). The EAB will be invading
our neighborhoods soon. Originally from Asia, in 2002 this exotic beetle was discovered in southeastern Michigan near Detroit. Most
likely, it arrived in the United States on solid wood packing material carried in cargo ships or airplanes.1
In North America, the EAB is an invasive species and highly destructive to ash trees -- the very same ash trees that are prominent
in Pennsylvania and that make fine baseball bats and furniture.
The damage caused by the EAB rivals, if not exceeds, that of the Chestnut blight of the early 1900’s and Dutch Elm Disease mid
century. To put its damage in perspective, the number of chestnuts trees killed by the Chestnut blight was around 3.5 billion. The
EAB have killed 3.5 billion ash trees in Ohio alone. Dutch Elm Disease killed about 200 million elm trees while EAB threatens 7.5
billion ash trees in the United States alone. Since its accidental introduction into the United States and Canada in the 1990s, it has
spread to eleven states and adjacent parts of Canada.2 Moreover, the insect threatens the entire North American genus Fraxinus, not
simply a single species within a genus like the other invasive tree pests have done in the past.
In June 2007, EAB was confirmed in a non-residential landscape in Butler County, Pennsylvania. Since that time it has nibbled its
way across most of the state. On May 8, 2015, the EAB was confirmed to be in Lancaster County. The only counties who have yet to
be invaded are Chester, Delaware and Philadelphia.3
Of Pennsylvania’s four ash species, White ash is the most common. It is a large tree, often 80 feet high or more with a long
straight trunk, widespread on rich soils except in the mountains. We also have Green or Red ash, which is a very similar inhabitant
of wet bottomlands. The wood of both species is used for sporting goods (especially baseball bats), handles, agricultural tools, and
furniture.4
1
2
3
4

http://www.emeraldashborer.info/#sthash.0CvvvTmU.dpbs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraxinus_americana
http://ento.psu.edu/extension/trees-shrubs/emerald-ash-borer/timeline-of-eab-detection-in-pa
Common trees of Pennsylvania dcnr_20029752.0df page 16

IDENTIFYING ASH TREES
An ash tree is most easily identified by:
1. Opposite branching pattern (two branches come off the main stem, one on each side
and directly opposite each other)
1. Compound leaves with 5-11 leaflets (depending on the species of ash). Leaflets are
moderately toothed and may be stalked or sessile. The leaves are opposite with a
single leaf at the tip.
When identifying trees in winter, first look for the opposite branching pattern and
stout twigs of ash. Small branches grow off larger branches opposite one another.
1. Many small dots on their leaf scars, forming a semi-circle or crescent pattern.
1. White and green ashes have thick, diamond-patterned bark, while black ash bark is
thin, ashy-gray, and scaly.5
How the Beetle Damages the Tree
The adult beetles nibble on ash foliage but cause little damage. It’s the larvae (the
immature stage) that kill trees by feeding on the inner bark of ash trees, which disrupts
the tree’s ability to transport water and nutrients.
Signs of emerald ash borer include the adult beetle, the larva, “D” shaped exit holes,
and “S” shaped larval galleries under the bark.
5 https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/eab/article.jsp?topicid=17
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S-shaped larval galleries: As larvae
feed under the bark they wind back and
forth, creating galleries that are packed
with frass (larva poop) and sawdust and
follow a serpentine pattern.

Larvae: Larvae are cream-colored, slightly flattened and
have pincher-like appendages at the end of their abdomen.
By the time larvae are done growing they are 1-1/2" long.
Larvae are found feeding beneath the bark.
Adults: Adult beetles are metallic green
and about the size of one grain of cooked
rice (3/8 - 1/2" long and 1/16" wide). Adults
are flat on the back and rounded on their
underside.6
6 https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/eab/article.
jsp?topicid=18

SYMPTOMS
By the time you see symptoms of the EAB on your ash trees, it
is too late to save the tree. Visible signs include:
Crown dieback: Dieback of the upper and outer crown begins
after multiple years of EAB larval feeding. Trees start to show
dead branches throughout the canopy, beginning at the top.
Larval feeding disrupts nutrient and water flow to the upper
canopy, resulting in leaf loss. Leaves at the top of the tree may be
thin and discolored.
Epicormic Sprouting: When trees are stressed or sick, they
will try to grow new branches and leaves wherever they still can.
Trees may have new growth at the base of the tree and on the
trunk, often just below where the larvae are feeding. An example
of this is shown in the picture above, where small branches are
growing on the trunk, about 6 feet off the ground.
Bark splits: Vertical splits in the bark are caused due to callus
tissue that develops around larval galleries. Larval galleries can
often be seen beneath bark splits.
Woodpecker feeding: Woodpeckers eat emerald ash borer
larvae that are under the bark. This usually happens higher in the
tree where the emerald ash borer prefers to attack first. If there
are large numbers of larvae under the bark the woodpecker
damage can make it look like strips of bark have been pulled off
of the tree. This is called “flecking.”

EFFORTS TO TRACK AND CONTAIN
Statewide
Since the EAB was detected in Butler County, DCNR’s Bureau of
Forestry has worked with the state Department of Agriculture to
track and contain its spread. Efforts have included placement of
purple panel traps along roadways in Eastern Pennsylvania; release
of parasitic wasps; requesting firewood not be moved beyond 25
miles of where it was cut to reduce movement of infested wood;
removal of infested trees; application of systemic insecticides; and
distribution of outreach and education materials to communities.7
In state forests, workers will treat about 3,700 ash trees so they
will survive with the hope that the seeds they drop will start a future
generation of ashes. As part of a broader national effort, ash seed
is being collected and sent to facilities that deep freeze it to keep it
viable.8
Local Efforts
On July 2, 2015, members of Newtown Township’s Environmental
Advisory Council attended a training session on how to work in
teams to conduct the ash tree inventory in Newtown Square. The
training included assessing the health of the tree and recording
data using a GIS software and smartphone. In August, Newtown
Township partnered with the PA Urban Community Forestry Council
and Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR),
Bureau of Forestry to develop an EAB Management Plan. As plans
are developed they will be posted on the Township website at
www.newtowntownship.org
What Can You Do?
First, identify all ash trees on your property.
Second, check out the many excellent resources provided by the
Pennsylvania Dept. of Conservation of Natural Resources website at:
www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/insectsdisease/eab/
Third, evaluate your options. Owners of ash trees have two basic
choices. First, they can plan for the eventual need to have their ash
trees removed. Consider that it may be less expensive to remove a
healthy tree than a dead, brittle tree. However, do not rush into such
an action without doing careful research and weighing your options.
A second option is to identify highly desirable, healthy trees that
you wish to save and engage a licensed, reputable arborist who is
certified to treat ash trees with chemicals that can protect the tree
against EAB. Be sure to be comfortable with whatever proposal you
receive, check their references and understand the commitment.
Treatments may need to be done over several years, so calculate the
cost involved.
For owners of ash trees, the wisest approach is to be informed and
be proactive.
7 http://www.apps.dcnr.state.pa.us/news/resource/res2014/14-0305-eabworkshops.
aspx
8 http://www.philly.com/philly/news/science/20150702_Ashes_felled_by_invasive_
pests.html#T6SCSRlgTwRTfkxc.99
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D-shaped emergence holes: As adults
emerge from under the bark they create
a D-shaped emergence hole that is
about 1/8" in diameter.

Newtown Township

SIGNS

A Message from the Finance Manager:
I would like to start by taking the time to thank everyone for allowing me to become part of the Newtown Township staff. Although I
have only been here a short while, I definitely have my work cut out for me in the upcoming months. Budget season is in full swing and
I have been working closely with key staff members throughout the township in order to gather the data needed to accurately paint a
picture of where the townships finances will be in the upcoming years. I am pleased to report that 2016’s budget will be getting a
complete makeover, which includes budget projections for the next five years. This re-vamped style of budgeting should set forth the
groundwork for financial stability in Newtown for many years to come. I encourage everyone to join us at the Board of Supervisors
meetings as we will be presenting the proposed budgets. We strongly encourage feedback from our residents in order to make the
budget a more collaborative process. Once again, thank you for giving me this opportunity to serve and hopefully I will have the
pleasure of meeting you in the near future.
~ Rich Lafiata
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TOWNSHIP STAFF
Kyle Bendler
Brian Thompson
Shad Sahm
Tim Welch
Len Warren
Karl Keehn
Joe Romano
Catherine Spahr
Suzanne Wolanin
Denise Zurka
Mike Newell
Rich Lafiata
Marie Richards
Harry Robinson
George Sharretts
Christopher Lunn
Stephen Nease

Building Code Official
Inspector/Plans Examiner
Code Inspector/Asst. Zoning Officer
Code Enforcement
Electrical Inspector
Fire Marshal
Health Inspector
Planning & Zoning
Office Manager
Human Resources
Accounts Payable & Receivable
Finance Manager
Elected Tax Collector
Public Works
Director of Public Works
Chief of Police
Township Manager

610-356-0200 ext 118
610-356-0200 ext 116
610-356-0200 ext 113
610-356-0200 ext 142
610-565-0789
610-356-2969
610-356-4040 ext 511
610-356-0200 ext 110
610-356-0200 ext 111
610-356-0200 ext 146
610-356-0200 ext 130
610-356-0200 ext 115
610-356-0200 ext 131
610-356-0200 ext 134
610-356-0200 ext 112
610-356-0602
610-356-0200 ext 117

Township Hours: 8:30am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
209 Bishop Hollow Rd, Newtown Square, PA 19073
Phone: 610-356-0200 • Fax: 610-356-8722
www.newtowntownship.org
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Municipal Authority

Joseph Sweeney
Steven Schoenstadt
Mark Kay
Ed Shrager
Maria Kane
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Joseph Catania, Esq.
John Nawn, P.E.
Edward Partridge
Tina Roberts-Lightcap
Linda Gabell

Newtown Township

Board of Supervisors

Chair
Vice-Chair
Supervisor
Supervisor
Supervisor
Chair
Vice-Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
Member

Parks and Recreation Board
Christopher Anderson
Paul Seligson
Tom Barnes
Jonathan Gifford
Vacancy

Planning Commission
Curtis Silva
Shimon Guy, P.E.
Leonard Altieri
Jeff French
Clare Frissora
Nicholas Stephanou
Paul Evans

Zoning Hearing Board

Matthew DeNucci, Esq.
Lindsey Conan
Robert Lodge
Theodore Moser
Cindy Lemasters
Vacancy

Library Board

Ed Nabholz
George Chittenden
Diana Weaver
Leslie Sullivan
Bobby Schoenstadt
Howard Walker
Theresa Shephard
Arlene Caruso

Chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Member
Chair
Secretary
Member
Vice-Chair
Member
Alternate
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Member
Member
Member
Director

Environmental Advisory Council
Paul Seligson
Sonia DiValerio
Cindy Mehallow
Judy Carr
Janet Elliot
Bruce Killen
Mike McGraw

Chair
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Meeting Schedule
All meetings are at 7:30pm unless otherwise noted and take place at the
Township Building
Board of Supervisors
Municipal Authority
Parks & Recreation
Planning Commission
Zoning Hearing Board
Library Board
EAC

2nd & 4th Monday
1st Monday
1st Thursday
2nd Thursday
3rd Thursday
3rd Thursday (7pm)
4th Wednesday

Look for us on:
facebook.com/newtowntownshipdelco
twitter.com/NewtownTwpDelco
Sign up for news updates at Notify Me! on the Township website,
www.newtowntownship.org.
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Library News
A Library Card is
the Coolest Card
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September is Library Card
Sign-up Month
Studies show that children who are read to in
the home and who use the library perform better
in school. September is Library Card Sign-up
Month, a time when Newtown Public Library
joins with the American Library Association and
public libraries nationwide to make sure that
every student has the most important school
supply of all – a free library card.
Resources at Newtown Public Library are
available to anyone who has a library card.
Students can turn to the library for materials,
programs and knowledgeable library staff that
support academic achievement.
Today’s libraries aren’t only a place of quiet
study, but also creative and engaging community
centers where students can collaborate or just
relax with peers. Our library offers access to a
variety of print and digital resources, including
e-books, online homework help through tutor.
com plus online databases that can be accessed
in person or online. The library also offers Mango
Languages, an online language-learning resource
available to everyone with a Delaware County
library card.
“Our library provides access and programs for
students of all ages,” says Angela Hegadorn,
Newtown Public Library’s Youth Services
Librarian. “For preschool age children we offer
early literacy and lap sit storytimes to encourage
school readiness, for older children and teens we
supplement education with hands-on science,
technology, engineering, arts and math (STEAM)
programs, and for older teens we have
information and tools to help prepare for college.
There’s really something for everyone and it’s all
free with a library card.”
Throughout the course of the month, the
library will host a number of activities, including
“Super Sign-Up Sunday” on Sunday, September
20, featuring live music and fun for the whole
family. DVD check-outs (up to 5 items) will be free
of charge during the event. Those who sign-up
for a library card or who use their library card that
day at Newtown Public Library will receive a
surprise treat.
For more information on how to sign up for a
library card, visit Newtown Public Library in
person or visit the library online at
newtownlibrary.org.
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Younger/older siblings are always welcome. NO
registration required. Join us for developmentally
appropriate stories, songs & rhymes. The program
lasts about 25 minutes, and is followed by a
simple craft and playtime.

Baby Story Times
Wednesdays @ 10 AM, 9/9 - 12/9
For ages birth to 2 years
Older siblings are always welcome. NO
registration required. Join us for developmentally
appropriate stories, songs & rhymes. The program
lasts about 20 minutes, and is followed by
aplaytime with the library’s toys.

Dance Me a Story
Mondays @ 10:15 AM, 9/14, 10/12 & 11/9
Best for ages 2 to 6
NO registration required. Join certified dance
teacher Lisa Oster for a fun, interactive class
where the children use music and dance to act
out a story! This program is back by popular
demand!

We’re Going on a Ghost Hunt!
Thursday, 10/15 @ 10:30 AM
Best for ages 3 to 5 years
REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Please call 610-3531022. Hear the story “We’re going on a ghost
hunt” by Marcia Vaughn, then go on a ghost hunt
obstacle course in the library!

Turtle Dance Music
Saturday, 11/14, @ 11 AM
For all ages
NO registration required. Sing, dance & laugh in
this funny, interactive music concert!

Merry Grinchmas!
Saturday, 12/12, @ 1 PM
For all ages
NO registration required. Watch the movie “The
Grinch Who Stole Christmas”, then play games,
enjoy snacks and get your picture taken with the
Grinch!
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Toddler Story Times
Tuesdays @ 10:30 AM, 9/8 - 12/8
For ages 2 to 3 years

Newtown Township

Library Events

So What is Going on at Ellis Preserve?
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Stephen Nease, Township Manager, and Catherine Spahr, Planning & Zoning
Administrative Coordinator, recently met with Stephen Spaeder, President of BPG
Development to discuss what Newtown Township can expect from the activities going on
at Ellis Preserve.
Newtown: What attracted BPG to acquire
Ellis in 2004?
Stephen Spaeder (SS): When BPG
bought what is now known as the Ellis
Preserve property, it had previously been
owned by Arco Chemical. It was a gated,
secured property, requiring 24hr notice for
access and never available to the public.
The property was becoming functionally
obsolete and some of its most interesting
attributes, including the historic buildings
and trees had not been nurtured. Under
the cirumstances, this static 218 acre
literally in the center of Newtown was
neither producing within the gates nor
contributing to the community at its
potential. We were immediately excited
by Ellis’s unique history, architectural
beauty and campus layout, we were able
to see that with some special attention,
the campus had enormous potential to
provide a distinctive, integrated campus
for both offices, retail, residential and
community use. In 2008, BPG received
recognition from the Delaware County
Planning Commission for the Preservation
efforts related to the Square Tavern and
the historic buildings associated with Ellis
School for Girls. From and dollar and cents
point of view, it would have been easier
to raze the buildings, but we restored and
preserved them because we saw the value
in maintaining Newtown Square history.
We have worked diligently over the past 12
years to execute our vision for the campus,
we have completed adaptive reuse of 11
buildings and constructed a brand new
36 | Marple Newtown

building for Main Line Health. We have
attracted more than 30 new companies to
the campus representing nearly 3,000 jobs.
We have removed two guard gates and
invited to community inside the campus
to experience the restored history and
vision that is Ellis Preserve. Ellis Preserve is
now a space that supports the community
economically, fiscally, culturally and
in body, mind and spirit. Future plans
including the Mixed Use Town Center seek
to further strengthen and support the
community and will take this vision to the
next level.
Newtown: Everyone driving through
Newtown Square can easily see that
“something” is going on at Ellis. I am
frequently asked what is happening. The
Town Center has been a long time coming
and many people are new to Newtown, or
thought it was never going to happen. Can
you go over the Town Center: the phases and
what development is associated with each
phase?
SS: The Mixed Use Town Center
development plans were thoroughly
vetted beginning with the first township
meeting in the summer of 2004 and by
2010, BPG had attended and held over
100 meetings related to all the activities at
Ellis. Meetings were held at the Township
Building, the Gauntlett Center and Marple
Newtown High School and the project
received overwhelming support from the
public for the Town Center.
By design, phasing of the project is
intended to be market driven and phases

which are currently under construction or
in planning for 2016 are as follows:
• The first phase is known as Phase 1 and
Phase 1A. This consists of the 13 acres
located at Winding Way, West Chester
Pike, Clyde Lane and 252 as well as
“Loop Rd” which will traverse the main
campus and will serve as a bypass for
moving traffic from 252 seeking to
head west on West Chester Pike and vis
versa. Phase 1 retail will house Whole
Foods, a 135 room hotel and retail
space consisting of food and personal
services. Construction is currently
underway and stores will be open for
business in the fall of 2016.
• Phase 2 is the Townhomes that will
be located in the northeast portion
of the property, bound by Goshen
Road and 252 and behind the Square
Tavern. Seventy-six townhomes are
being planned and will be presented
to the Newtown Township Planning
Commission this fall.
• Phase 3 is between Winding Way and
the new Loop Rd (on the main campus
of Ellis). This phase is known as the
Town Center Core. This phase can
be divided into 2 sections in which
the northern portion of the core will
consist of approximately 310 residential
units and may include a mix of Luxury
Apartments and for sale stacked
townhomes offering prospective buyers
an opportunity of homeownership
at a more affordable entry point . The
southern portion of the Town Center

view, Ellis has excelled by attracting and
retaining companies and employees. From
a community and cultural standpoint, the
Ellis Athletic Center, the walking trails and
historic preservation and abundant public
and open space are all residual benefits.
Other direct community benefits from
Ellis Preserve include a 5 year hosting site
for the MS Muckfest 5k obstacle course
fundraiser as well as the substantial
additional fiscal impact as the project
continues to develop. Current projections
are Newtown Township will receive
approximately $600,000 and the Marple
Newtown School District will receive
roughly $4,450,000 in taxes annually from
the Ellis Preserve .
Most importantly, this is my back yard!
I grew up in Delaware County and still live
in Delaware County. I work here at Ellis.
This is personal for me. It is not often that
in working for a national company, I get to
participate, create and so positively impact
the community right where I live. This is
very personal for me. I want to make it
something great that will be economically
viable long term, and can be enjoyed and
appreciated by everyone in the community.
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Newtown: What about the trees? Many
people have expressed concern about all the
trees that have been cut down.
SS: The vast majority of the trees
currently on site will be preserved. Upon
buying Ellis, BPG conducted a tree survey.
Many of the trees were in poor condition
and over the last 10 years BPG has worked
to improve tree health and maintain the
trees via a tree maintenance program
with the assistance of an arborist that BPG
keeps on retainer. During construction,
BPG is working to limit disruption- being
conscientious of construction impacts to
the trees- particularly since BPG has spent
a lot of time and money maintaining the
trees on campus.
Newtown: What excites you the most about
the Ellis Preserve project?
SS: I really enjoy the diversity of
challenges: the mixed use challenges,
historic preservation and the adaptive
re-use of the buildings and the campus.
BPG reinvented, reinvigorated and created
a holistic environment that is special to
many- there is something for everyone at
Ellis. Ellis Preserve has become a superior
environment. From a corporate point of

Newtown Township

Core will consist of retail and office and
potentially more residential and hotel
spaces. BPG seeks to ensure that what is
developed will be economically viable
long term and continues to strengthen
and support the overall vision so we
are currently working with a planner to
evaluate alternatives.
• Phase 4 is along the West Chester Pike
frontage and is sometimes referred to
as the Front Lawn of the Ellis Campus.
This section is planned fora large
headquarters type office building
and we have been in discussions with
prospective users. The development of
this building will be market driven.
Newtown: What about the walking trails
system? What can we expect for that?
SS: The Walking Trails will be
implemented as each phase of the Town
Center is built.
Newtown: Now to everyone’s biggest
concern- traffic! What traffic improvements
are being implemented and what is the time
line for the traffic improvements?
SS: Like the project phases, there are
multiple phases of traffic improvements.
The current phase of improvements will
cost about $6.5 million and will include:
1. Loop Road is going in right now
and should be completed during
the fall.
2. Next spring, there will be
improvements to Route 252
(additional right hand turn lane),
Clyde and Munger Lanes, and an
alignment of Bishop Hollow Road
and Clyde Lane. This activity will
take approximately 3 months.
3. Subsequent phases of traffic
improvements will include
4. Additional through lanes on Route
3 from School Lane to St. Albans
Ave and a Route 3 turn lane at
Route 252.
5. Additional thru lanes on Route 3
from SAP driveway to School Lane.
6. Additional through lanes on Route
3 from St. Albans Ave to Rhoades
Ave.
The road widening projects associated
with Route 3 are a year or more away from
being constructed.
Newtown: What is the activity occurring at
the northwest intersection of Winding Way
and Route 252?
SS: It is a storm water basin that will
control the water runoff for both the Whole
Foods section of the project and the main
campus portion of the Ellis Town Center.

Police

Slow Down:

Back to School Means Sharing the Road
Things get a little crazy on the roads during the school year: Buses are everywhere, kids on bikes are hurrying to get to
school before the bell rings, harried parents are trying to drop their kids off before work.
It’s never more important for drivers to slow down and pay attention than when kids are present – especially before and after
school.

If You’re Dropping Off

Schools often have very specific drop-off procedures for the school year. Make sure you know them for the safety of all
kids. More children are hit by cars near schools than at any other location, according to the National Safe Routes to School
program. The following apply to all school zones:

• Don’t double park; it blocks visibility for other children and vehicles
• Don’t load or unload children across the street from the school
• Carpool to reduce the number of vehicles at the school

Sharing the Road with School Buses
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If you’re driving behind a bus, allow a greater following distance than if you
were driving behind a car. It will give you more time to stop once the yellow
lights start flashing. It is illegal in all 50 states to pass a school bus that is
stopped to load or unload children.

• Never pass a bus from behind – or from either direction if you’re on an
undivided road – if it is stopped to load or unload children
• If the yellow or red lights are flashing and the stop arm is extended, traffic
must stop
• The area 10 feet around a school bus is the most dangerous for children; stop
far enough back to allow them space to safely enter and exit the bus
• Be alert; children often are unpredictable, and they tend to ignore hazards and
take risks

Sharing the Road with Young Pedestrians

According to research by the National Safety Council, most of the children who lose their lives
in bus-related incidents are 4 to 7 years old, and they’re walking. They are hit by the bus, or by a motorist illegally passing a
stopped bus. A few precautions go a long way toward keeping children safe:
Don’t block the crosswalk when stopped at a red light or waiting to make a turn, forcing pedestrians to go around you; this
could put them in the path of moving traffic

•
•
•
•
•
•

In a school zone when flashers are blinking, stop and yield to pedestrians crossing the crosswalk or intersection
Always stop for a school patrol officer or crossing guard holding up a stop sign
Take extra care to look out for children in school zones, near playgrounds and parks, and in all residential areas
Don’t honk or rev your engine to scare a pedestrian, even if you have the right of way
Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians
Always use extreme caution to avoid striking pedestrians wherever they may be, no matter who has the right of way

Sharing the Road with Bicyclists

On most roads, bicyclists have the same rights and responsibilities as vehicles, but bikes can be hard to see. Children riding
bikes create special problems for drivers because usually they are not able to properly determine traffic conditions. The most
common cause of collision is a driver turning left in front of a bicyclist.

• When passing a bicyclist, proceed in the same direction slowly, and leave 3 feet between your car and the cyclist
• When turning left and a bicyclist is approaching in the opposite direction, wait for the rider to pass
• If you’re turning right and a bicyclists is approaching from behind on the right, let the rider go through the intersection first, and
always use your turn signals
• Watch for bike riders turning in front of you without looking or signaling; children especially have a tendency to do this
• Be extra vigilant in school zones and residential neighborhoods
• Watch for bikes coming from driveways or behind parked cars
• Check side mirrors before opening your door

By exercising a little extra care and caution, drivers and pedestrians can co-exist safely in school zones.
Source: www.nsc.org/learn/safety-knowledge/Pages/back-to-school-safety-tips-for-drivers.aspx
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A message from Building, Permitting & Code Enforcement
Be sure to maintain your property next to the road…
As per Township code, all owners of property abutting public roads are required to keep the sidewalks, curbs and driveway aprons in
good order and repair and free of trip hazards. Additionally, properly maintained sidewalks, curbs and driveways aprons are a
requirement for real estate transfers when selling your home or business.
• A building permit is required for completing this repair work. Information regarding permits can be found on the Township
website, www.newtowntownship.org. Building Inspectors Underwriters serve as the township’s consultant for building, permitting
and code enforcement; directly responsible for enforcement of the PA Uniform Construction Code and the 2009 International
Property Maintenance Code. Stantec, the Township Engineer, reviews projects (such as hardscape patios and pools) that impact soil
erosion and stormwater management.
• If you have any questions as to whether your project requires a permit, please call the Township at 610-356-0200. Also, the
Township has recently revised the permitting forms, so please check them out online at Township website: www.
newtowntownship.org/applications-permits-and-forms
Also, remember that Township code requires that property owners maintain trees, shrubs and bushes abutting public roads so that
they do not overhang and block or impede the passage of vehicles such as fire trucks, ambulances, leaf collection and plow trucks and
school buses. The required height clearance per Township code is at least 14 feet over the road, and cannot grow into the road past the
curb line. Eight feet of overhead clearance is required over sidewalks.
In a similar fashion, please ensure that any street signs in front of your property are kept clear of branches and brush so that they can
be clearly seen by those on the road.
Always keep an eye out for new ordinances. The Planning Commission is currently working on developing a content neutral,
comprehensive Sign Ordinance for the Township and should be available for public review over the coming months. Watch the
Township website for news on this project.

Thinking Ahead…
“Thinking Ahead” Santa is
coming on the Fire Truck on
these dates in December.
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All Aboard for a Great Family Day!
Newtown Square Community Festival
Saturday, October 3, 2015
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
(Rain date Saturday, October 10th)

Newtown Square Railroad Museum
Located at Newtown Township’s Drexel Lodge Park
4140 West Chester Pike, Newtown Square, PA 19073

Come
play o
n
trains the
!

Food, Fun and Fellowship…
• Music
• Venders
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• Lots of Train Stuff
• Miniature Train Rides for the kids
• Tours through 1895 PRR Freight Station,
the 1907 Wooden Passenger car and the
1950 Caboose
Admission to the Festival itself is free. The
Railroad Museum requests a donation of
$5.00 to visit the train displays, with which
you have a chance to win door prizes
donated by local businesses or a framed
Print of the Freight Station and caboose by
a local artist.

www.NewtownSquare-RailroadMuseum.org
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Each year, Newtown Township conducts a leaf collection. Residents should think about whether they intend to compost their
own leaves (or at least a portion of them), mulch some of their leaves into their lawns, or rake their leaves for the Township to
collect.
Each precinct in Newtown Township will have three scheduled collections – one at the beginning of the season, one early in the
season and one later in the season. Please follow the instructions below to prepare your leaves for pick-up. The leaves collected
are processed into compost, which is then made available to our residents.
Please rake your leaves into even piles at the edge of your property. They should be INSIDE of the sidewalk. If you have no
sidewalk, they must be INSIDE the curb. Do not allow leaves to spill into the street – they can clog gutters and storm drains, and
piles in the street can be unsafe. If you have a landscaper doing this, be sure they understand these instructions, as the property
owner will be responsible if leaves are found blocking portions of the street.
Leaf collection will be picked up by precincts according to the schedule listed on the attached map, weather permitting. All
leaves must be to the curb by Monday morning of your scheduled week for pickup. After the scheduled collection times have
passed, you will be responsible to dispose of your leaves. Any changes or updates to the schedule will be posted on the township
website at www.newtowntownship.org We encourage you to check this schedule to see if any modifications have been made
and to see a large precinct map and street listing.
Notes:
• No collections will take place on
November 26th or 27th, December 24th
or 25th or on January 1st
• Leaf collections do not take place
on streets which have not yet been
dedicated to the Township, as these
streets remain the responsibility of the
developer.
• Remember that burning leaves, and
any form of “open burning” is strictly
prohibited in
• Newtown Township.
• Leaves mixed with grass trimmings,
sticks, branches, rocks and wood will
NOT be collected.
• If you have a landscaping contractor
assisting you with leaf raking, ensure
that they understand these instructions
and they have prepared the leaves by
your scheduled time.
• Landscapers who dump leaves from
another location will face the possibility
of fines. There is no dumping permitted
in Newtown Township.
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Public Works
Recycling in Newtown…
Something everyone can do to help.

Thank you to all of our residents, businesses, institutions and visitors for your continuing efforts to recycle and to promote recycling in
Newtown Township.

N E W TO WN TO WN SHI P NE WS
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Recycling in Newtown Township is important for our environment, but is also mandated in Pennsylvania as specified in PA ACT 101 as
well as locally by Newtown Township’s Recycling Ordinance, 1990-1. See the Newtown Township General Code Chapter 141, Article IV
for more information.
• Residents easily recycle “single stream” twice each month. See the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for your
collection dates, a recycling area map, listing of materials we can recycle and other important information.
• Businesses and institutions make their own arrangements with the company and method of their choice to recycle. They report
annually to the Township their results, illustrating not only their compliance with the state and local requirements, but also their
commitment to our community and its environment.
Together we are making a difference.

YES - Please Recycle:

• Paper
(white & colored paper, staples and paperclips are OK)
• Cardboard
• Aluminum, Bi-metal, & Steel Cans
• Plastics #1 – #7 (except #6)
• Glass
• Envelopes
(with windows)
• Junk Mail/ Newspaper
• Magazines & Phone Books
Residential Single-Stream Recycling Collections
occur from each home twice every month:
Zone #1 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and
Zone #2 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays.
There is no collection when there is a 5th Thursday in a month.
Be sure to have your recycling out and ready to be collected
before 7:00 AM.
Recycling days that fall on holidays will be collected the following day.
Please visit the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for
additional recycling information, schedules, maps and Household
Hazardous Waste Collection, Electronic Recycling and Yard Waste
Collection events.

www.newtowntownship.org
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Trees in our communities provide many
services beyond the inherent beauty they
lend to streets and properties. One of the
most overlooked and underappreciated
is their ability to reduce the volume
of water rushing through gutters and
pipes following a storm. This means less
investment in expensive infrastructure
and – importantly – cleaner water when the
runoff reaches rivers and lakes.
Trees help reduce stormwater runoff
in several ways. One is to intercept falling
rain and hold a portion of it on the leaves

and bark. Part of this intercepted water
will evaporate and part will be gradually
released into the soil below. At the
surface of the soil, fallen tree leaves help
form a spongy layer that moderates soil
temperature, helps retain soil moisture,
and harbors organisms that break down
organic matter and recycle elements for
use in plant growth. This important layer
also allows rain water to percolate into the
soil rather than rushing off carrying with
it oil, metal particles and other pollutants.
Below ground, roots hold the soil in place

and absorb water that will eventually
be released into the atmosphere by
transpiration.
The information above comes from the
Arbor Day Foundation, TREE CITY USA
bulletin #55. The Arbor Day Foundation is
a great source of information about caring
for our trees. It has been presented here
with permission, as Newtown Township is a
member and has been designated a “Tree City
USA.” For more information about the Arbor
Day Foundation, please visit them at
www.arborday.org
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Check It Out!

There’s so much more than books at Marple Public Library.
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
Ever since it first opened in 1951, the Marple Public Library has
been cool. Now, after a summer of renovations, including the installation of a new air conditioner, it’s not just cool, it’s literally cool. That’s
not all. The library’s board of directors says, “It’s a learning place, a
study place, a community place. There is always something happening
at our library. It’s a vibrant place with many services, programs and
resources for you!”
As technology and interests have changed over the years, so have the
services and offerings at the library. If you’re looking for great free
information, resources, events and more, the Marple Public Library is
the hottest place in town.
Of course there are books, and magazines, and videos and computers but there are almost limitless resources that you may not always see
as soon as you walk in the sliding glass doors at 2599 Sproul Road.
Take, for instance, the Kindles that are pre-loaded with best-selling
titles for children and adults. You can borrow a Kindle just as you can a
book.
There are many library services available online right at your
fingertips. Do you have a student struggling with a homework
question? The library offers free online tutoring services at tutor.com.
You can download and stream free videos, music, TV shows and
audio books on your mobile device or computer through hoopladigital.com. A library card is the key that unlocks a digital world of options
that can be played right after you borrow them online. You never have
to worry about getting the material back to the library on time because
online borrowed titles will be automatically returned when your
lending period is over. There are no holds, wait lists or late fees for any
of hoopla’s content.
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Fifteen percent of the library’s funding comes from donations. You
can make donations in person at the library or through marplelibrary.
org.
Friends of the Library help provide the many services you enjoy at
the Marple Public Library. To join, just complete a Friends membership form at the marplelibrary.org website. The Friends organize
cultural events and contribute money annually for books, educational videos, furniture, and other essential items for the library. The
group meets monthly to discuss how it may assist the library and
enhance the community. Meetings are held every fourth Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m. in the library conference room.
To learn more about Friends opportunities, call 610.356.1510.

Special Events at the Library This Fall:

Whether you have a toddler, an elementary schooler, a tween, a
teen or a senior in your family, there’s a service, a class, an activity or
a resource available, and it’s probably offered for free (or at a nominal
cost).
INFANT STORYTIME will be held on Thursday, September 24,
at 10:30 a.m. It is designed for children ages birth to 24 months and
consists of books, music, fingerplays, rhymes, and puppets. The
program is free but please register in advance. Call 610.356.1510.
TODDLER STORYTIME will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, October 29, and on the first three Thursdays in November. It is
designed for children ages 2 to 3 with their caregivers, and consists of
books, music, fingerplays, rhymes, and puppets. The program is free
but please register in advance. Call 610.356.1510.

Library FAQs

How do I get a library card?
The Marple Public
Library is located on
the top floor of the
Marple Municipal
Building at 2599
Sproul Road.

You must visit the library to complete an
application card. You will be required to
provide a photo ID along with proof of
Delaware County residency. If you are not
a Delaware County resident you must also
present the library card from your home
county.

How long can I have an item checked out?

• 3 weeks: Books, Books on CD,
Playaways, CD-ROMs, Music CDs,
Magazines, Informational DVDs.
• 2 weeks: New adult fiction
• 7 days: TV Series & Children’s DVDs,
Videogames
• 3 days: Feature Film DVDs
• 2 weeks: Pre-loaded Kindles

Are there any fees to check out an item?

There are rental fees for some items.
Following are the fees; please note
that they include all applicable sales tax.
• New Release Feature Films: $2.12
• Older Release Feature Films: $1.06
• Children’s DVD & Informational DVDs:
FREE
• TV Series: $1.06
• Videogames: $1.06

How can I renew or request items online?

Renew online by logging into your account
using the barcode number on the back of
your library card. You may also renew by
calling the library at 610.356.1510.

What happens if my items are overdue?

Hoopla is a new and free online
music, video and audiobook
resource offered by the library.

SOCRATES CAFE Put on your (deep) thinking cap and join the discussion on Monday
mornings October 5, November 2 and December 7 at 10 a.m. Join us for a fresh taste of
philosophy at the Socrates Cafe. Each month we discuss different topics. Light refreshments
are provided. No registration required. October’s topic is: What is the purpose of art in
society?
OPERA LOVERS will enjoy an opera series at the library with facilitator Joseph
Erdeljac, a retired music teacher and lifelong opera aficionado. Each opera will be presented
in two parts. You’ll learn all you need to know about each composer and opera. Listen to the
full recordings as you follow along with the libretto.
Join us on the following Wednesdays from 1 p.m. -3 p.m.:
September 30 & October 7 – “Atilla” by Giuseppe Verdi
Register in advance at the front desk or call 610.356.1510.
Light refreshments will be provided.
Contact Bridgette at the library for more information about this program.
GOLDEN GAMERS meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month from 10 a.m.-1:30
p.m. Seniors are invited to “come play a variety of card and board games. The group is led by
local game designer Bonnie Neubauer who will teach you all you need to know.”
TUESDAY TEA AT TEN ON NOVEMBER 10 Marple Library invites you to “find out
which books we’re buzzing about at the library. Come meet other book lovers and hear
about a variety of great books you’ll want to add to your reading lists. We’ll have tea and
treats of course.” The program is led by Marple librarians. No registration is required. 

Overdue fees are as follows:
• Materials for Adults: $0.25 per day per
item.
• Materials for Children: $0.10 per day
per item.
• DVDs for adults and children: $1.00 per
day per item.
• Book club bags: $3.00 per day.
• Ereaders: $3.00 per day

How can I become a library volunteer?

Volunteers play an important role at our
library, participating in many jobs that help
to provide the public with excellent library
service. Visit marplelibrary.org to find
out about volunteer opportunities and to
download an application.

Is homework help available?

Live homework help is available online
between the hours of 2 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Visit Tutor.com to access help and to
learn more.
This service is limited to Delaware County
residents only.
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Volunteers of all ages help add a touch
of authenticity to special days at the
1696 Thomas Massey House.

PHOTO BY BOB BYRNE

The 1696 Thomas Massey House is owned by
Marple Township and operated by volunteers.

SAVED
By a Sit-In

ONE OF MARPLE’S MOST HISTORIC
LANDMARKS WAS ALMOST LOST TO
A BULLDOZER.

Story by Bob Byrne
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It is one of Marple Township’s most historic landmarks, but the
1696 Thomas Massey House almost met its end in 1964. More
about that later, but first a look at how the building and grounds
came to be so important.
Richard Paul is vice president of property for the Massey
House and chairman of the Delaware County Heritage Commission. He has written one of the most comprehensive histories of
the Thomas Massey House. He says, “The Thomas Massey House
is a monument to the American dream – the home of an
indentured servant who became a landowner and, like the
American Dream, the house has endured for over 300 years.”
According to Paul, 93 years before the Declaration of Independence was signed, a group of people, known as The Society of
Friends, departed England to come to Pennsylvania where they
could practice religious freedom. A part of this group, the
Quakers, came on the ketch “Endeavor,” arriving in the Delaware
River on September 29, 1683, and disembarking at Upland,
which is now Chester.
Twenty-year-old Thomas Massey was one of the passengers on
that ship. He was an indentured servant to Francis Stanfield, who
paid to bring eight people to the New World. Not much is known
about Massey’s family in England but Paul says it is believed he
came from Marpoole, in Cheshire. A teenager named Phebe
Taylor was also on board the Endeavor. She had come with her
mother and seven brothers and sisters to join their father, Robert.
In 1692 Thomas Massey married Phebe Taylor. He was 29, she
was 22.

Nearly Bulldozed
According to Paul, on the day the house
was scheduled for demolition, two women,
Joanne Birch and Betty Engh, members of the
adjacent Marple Christian Church, were
sitting on the steps of the Massey House.
When the bulldozer approached, they refused
to move and eventually the operator left to
seek further instruction. The women then
contacted Clarissa Smith, a journalist for a
local paper, and Hilda Lucas, a local historian,
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Visitors can walk
through history
inside the 1696
Thomas Massey
House.

who proceeded to contact local officials to
stop the demolition. It was halted for a period
of time, giving Clarissa and Hilda the
opportunity to explore other avenues. They
contacted a descendant, Lawrence M.C.
Smith, who bought the house and one acre of
ground, and gave it to the township for
restoration, which was to be completed in 10
years.
Preserved for Future Generations
The 1696 Thomas Massey House has long
been considered one of the premier historic
sites in southeastern Pennsylvania, Paul
observes. “Our volunteers have made the
Massey House come alive with the essence
of the colonial period. Through partnerships
with groups such as the Pastmasters, the
events the Massey House has presented have
depicted living history over three centuries
of the Massey House’s existence. Our
programs and activities have given our
visitors and guests the opportunity to
experience the history of southeastern
Pennsylvania on a firsthand basis.”
Groups of students ranging from elementary to graduate school level have made the
Massey House a part of their educational
journey. Paul notes that many local educators
have specified the Massey House for use as
research for school papers and dissertations.
Plus, “over the years we have had, and
continue to have, many of Thomas Massey’s
descendants visit. Thus the legacy that
Thomas didn’t even realize when he came to
America as a young man continues to live
through the 1696 Thomas Massey House.” 
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Francis Stanfield had purchased 600 acres
in Pennsylvania in March of 1681, before
coming to America. He was a man of some
substance, able to purchase an extensive
“plantation” and bring his family and eight
servants to America.
Massey eventually purchased his 300-acre
plantation in 1696. Paul says there is documentary evidence that Thomas and Phebe
lived on the property prior to 1696 and leased
it from the original owner, Ebenezer Langford, and then from Francis Stanfield’s son,
James.
According to Paul’s history, Thomas and
Phebe Massey lived a comfortable life
together for about 12 years. In that timespan
they had four girls and three boys.
After Thomas Massey’s death in December
1707, the house and land in Marple Township
became the property of his eldest son
Mordecai. Another 400 acres Massey had
acquired in Willistown Township was divided
between his other two sons, James and
Thomas, Jr.
Mordecai Massey married Rebecca Rhoads
on April 22, 1731, and about that time built
the stone section of the Massey House,
replacing the earlier frame or log house.
Mordecai and Rebecca had one daughter,
Hannah, who had married Henry Lawrence in
1751. When Mordecai died, his plantation in
Marple was passed to them.
Following several family owner changes,
ownership of the property was disputed by
different factions of the family. Around 1925
the dispute was taken to court. The legal fights
dragged on into the Great Depression and, as
a result of delinquent taxes, developer
Vincenzo DiFrancesco bought the property at
a sheriff sale.
DiFrancesco never developed the property
but continued to use it as a rental property.
Paul says the property was ultimately
purchased by developer Ralph Bodek, who
built the Lawrence Park housing development. The house continued as a rental until
1958 when Bodek started using it as a paint
shop for the mill work used in the new
development. In 1964 the Massey House was
slated for demolition.

This Fall at the
Thomas Massey House
• Oct. 17 – Harvest Day Festival

Colonial crafts and activities demonstrated
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

• Oct. 24 – Cooking Class

Hearth cooking of seasonal food by
Clarissa Dillon / reservations 610.642.6269

• Nov. 14 – Colonial Dinner

5 p.m. / a harvest festival dinner

• Nov. 26 – Frost Bite Run

8 a.m. to 11 a.m. / Southeastern Pa.
Antique Car Club Rally

• Dec. 5 – Christmas Program

Presentations will be held at the Marple
Christian Church next door to the Thomas
Massey House. All other activities will be held
at the 1696 Thomas Massey House.
Dinner reservations must be made at least
one month in advance with a $10.00
non-refundable deposit. Reservations can be
made by emailing thomasmasseydinners@
gmail.com or calling 610.353.3644.
For more information go to www.thomasmasseyhouse.org or call 610.353.4967.
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MARPLE NEWTOWN RECREATION
Providing Recreational, Cultural and Educational Programs & Activities to the Marple Newtown Community since 1970.

COMMUNITY CENTER
Where To Find Us
The Marple Newtown Recreation
office is located in Room 124 inside the
Robert C. Gauntlett Community Center.
Directional signs are posted. Office hours
are Monday through Friday from 8:30am
to 4:30pm.
Please access the Community Center
and Recreation Office from the West
Chester Pike side of the building via the
gym or side building entrances. Parking
is available in the West Chester Pike lot.
Community Center Use
Please contact the recreation
office (610-353-2326) daily between
9:00am and 3:00pm for information
on organizational meeting rooms,
exhibition space, and gym usage. The
newly renovated Community Center
Gym is available for team and league use,
practices and special events.
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YOUTH
Youth Recreation Center
The Marple Newtown Youth Recreation Center
(YRC), a program of the Marple Newtown Joint
Recreation Commission aided by the Friends
of the YRC, will RE-OPEN Friday, September 25,
2015! The Center, designed for students in grades
six through twelve, is where young people can
meet and socialize in a safe and supervised
environment. Located at the Robert C. Gauntlett
Community Center in Newtown Square, the
YRC is open most Friday evenings between 7:00
and 10:00. All students, regardless of residency,
are welcome. Programs and activities include a
weekly DJ, dancing, sports and games, and much
more! Please call the recreation office (610-3532326) for registration information and complete
details.

this fall for children in grades 1 through 5. Classes
will meet at the Gauntlett Community Center. To
register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326. The following topics will be
offered:
Mix It Up! This is a great program to try if
you’ve never participated in Science Explorers
before. We’ve picked our top three favorite
hands-on science activities for this special club!
We’ll take some chemistry, throw in a little
creativity, and mix in tons of fun! Participants will
create an ever popular foaming “Matter Monster”,
build their own motorized invention, and make
groovy lava lamp test tubes!
Dates: Oct. 14 – Oct. 28
Day: Wednesday
Time: 4:15pm – 5:15pm
Price: $69
Abracadabra! Hocus Pocus, you’re the focus
as you amaze and astound your friends with
some awesome science magic. Master the art of
illusion and discover the scientific secrets behind
these tricks. Use your newfound skills to make an
egg sink or float on command, create invisible
ink, make water disappear, and shock your family
and friends when you walk through a piece of
copy paper!
Dates: Nov. 11 – Dec. 16
(No Nov. 25)
Day: Wednesday
Time: 4:15pm – 5:15pm
Price: $99

Desert Island Survival

Science Explorers
After School Science Club. Science Explorers
will conduct a 10-week after school science club
48 | Marple Newtown

Offered in partnership with Computer
Explorers, children (ages 9-11) will use a version
of minecraft designed specifically for use in
schools. They will work in survival mode which
requires taking into account resources, tools,
hunger and more as they build their world on
the computer. After building shelters and finding
enough food to live on, they will venture out on
the island developing mapping skills, solving

puzzles and avoiding traps. Imagination and
ingenuity reign in this fun-filled program which
will meet at the Community Center. To register,
please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610353-2326.
Dates: Oct. 15 – Nov. 19
Day: Thursday
Time: 4:15pm – 5:30pm
Price: $115

New SAT Practice Test
Kaplan College Prep Programs. Attention
High School Students! Come take an SAT Practice
Test (new test which begins being administered
in March) at the Gauntlett Community Center on
Saturday, October 17 beginning at 8:00am. The
exam will be proctored like an actual test, but
your score won’t go on record! Please bring #2
pencils and a calculator. A results consultation
(via phone or email) will be conducted within
two-weeks of the test date. Pre-registration is
required. For further information or to register
please contact Marple Newtown Recreation at
610-353-2326.
Date: Oct. 17
Day: Saturday
Time: 8:00am – 12:00pm
Price: $20

MNBA Youth Basketball for Kids
The MNBA, sponsored by Marple Newtown
Recreation, offers children in grades K through 12
a combination of basketball opportunities. Male
and female leagues for players in grades 2 to
12 will begin in December. In addition, a sevenweek instructional clinic for children in grades
K&1 will commence in January 2016. Please call
610-353-2326 or visit www.mnrecreation.org for
registration information and complete details.
If you cannot register during normal business
hours, please plan to attend one of the following
evening sessions at the Community Center (the
recreation office is located in room 124).
Wed., Oct. 21, 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Wed., Nov. 4, 6:00pm – 7:30pm

Triton Swim Team
Are you NEW to competitive swimming or
looking for a NEW team? Now is a great time
to join! The Triton Swim Team, a New USA
Swimming Club sponsored by Marple Newtown
Recreation, is now enrolling swimmers ages 5
and older. Marple Newtown High School Swim
Coach Tom Keer will be coordinating and leading
the club which will utilize the High School Pool.
Triton Swim Team is focused on developing
individual skills in an energetic team atmosphere
where all are encouraged to succeed and to
promote swimming as a lifelong sport. Please
contact MN Recreation at 610-353-2326 for
additional details and registration information.
All are welcome – Join anytime.
Fall Session: Sept. 8 – Nov. 14
Winter Session: Nov. 16 – March 19
Spring Session: March 28 – May 28

Swim Parties
Marple Newtown Recreation makes the High
School Pool available from September through
May for children’s birthday parties, team parties
and special events. Why not make your next
birthday party a splash party? A side room is
also available for refreshments. Please call the
Recreation Office (610-353-2326) at least 4 to
6 weeks in advance to make reservations. Fee
includes use of the pool, side room, party leader
and lifeguards. Maximum number per party is 25.
Dates: Sept. – May
Day: Saturday
Time: 12:15pm – 2:15pm
Price: $245

Driver Education
PA-certified Driver Education Theory and Skills
Course (classroom only) for new drivers will be
conducted by the Defensive Driving Academy,

U.S. Sports Institute
T-Ball Squirts
This program, for children ages 3 to 5, is a
great way to introduce your young sluggers
to the exciting game of baseball! T-Ball Squirts
focuses on the fundamental skills of the game
including hitting, throwing, catching and running
the bases. Our progressive T-Ball curriculum
enables each child to develop their skills and
understanding of the game using safe and
developmentally appropriate equipment. Core
components of T-Ball are learned through a series
of fun games and activities designed to reinforce
fundamental skills and incorporate game
situations. The program will meet at Veterans
Park in Broomall. Instruction provided by the U.S.
Sports Institute. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Oct. 1 – Nov. 5
Day: Thursday
Time: 9:30am – 10:30am
Price: $99

surroundings, and an appreciation of the fine
arts. During each class, participants will design
a drawing and a multi-media, three-dimensional
project. For the drawing, we will use a variety
of mediums to color and render the work.
These include colored markers, colored pencils,
pastels, oil pastels, water colors, poster paints
and crayons. New material will be introduced
to accommodate students who have previously
attended Miss Diane art classes. Classes will be
held in the Community Center. Diane Mallon will
coordinate the program. To register, please visit
www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Elementary Class (ages 6 – 12)
Session 1: Oct. 5 – Oct. 26
Session 2: Nov. 2 – Nov. 23
Day: Monday
Time: 4:15pm – 5:15pm
Price: $49 per session
Preschool Class (ages 4 & 5)
Dates: Nov. 5 – Dec. 3
(No Nov. 26)
Day: Thursday
Time: 2:00pm – 3:00pm
Price: $49

ADULT

U.S. Sports Institute
Total Sports Squirts
Total Sports Squirts allow children ages 3 to 5
to experience a new sport in each session of the
program. Participants have the opportunity to try
lacrosse, soccer, basketball, T-ball, floor hockey,
flag football, parachute games and more in a
safe, structured environment. The Total Sports
Squirts program is ideal for a child who wants
to try his or her hand at a little of everything.
As with all squirts programs, the emphasis is on
safety, fun and learning. All sports are presented
in a positive and relaxed environment with
an emphasis on participation, interaction and
communication. The program will be held at
Veterans Park in Broomall. Instruction provided
by the U.S. Sports Institute. To register, please visit
www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Oct. 1 – Nov. 5
Day: Thursday
Time: 10:45am – 11:45am
Price: $99

Instructional Art With Miss Diane
This guided art program, for children ages
4 to 12, is an introduction to instructional art
and three-dimensional design. The program
emphasizes creativity, eye hand coordination,
self-confidence, a critical eye towards our

Bocce Champs!

Bocce Ball
Marple Newtown Recreation utilizes the new
Bocce Ball Court (financed by the Broomall Rotary
Club) at Veterans Memorial Park in Broomall
to conduct leagues in both the fall and spring.
Teams/players wishing more information should
contact the recreation office at 610-353-2326.

Walk Live
Walk Live is the live version of Leslie Sansone’s
indoor aerobic walking program which has been
helping people get fit for over 25 years. In a Walk
Live class, participants walk 1, 2 and 3 miles in
a group setting, using the proven techniques
of Leslie’s Walk at Home program. With just four
basic steps, participants get a safe, effective
and FUN workout. Participants will utilize all
muscles in the body by incorporating simple arm
movements which provides strength training.
Each session begins with a warm-up to prepare
the body for exercise, and a cool-down to bring
the heart rate and breathing back to normal for
an overall safe workout. This indoor aerobic walk
class is geared for those who enjoy walking for
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Marple Newtown High School Basketball
Coaches Brian Shane (boys) and Ryan Wolski
(girls) will be conducting preseason basketball
clinics at the High School Gym beginning
October 3. These four-week clinics, for players in
grades 5 to 8, will help prepare players for their
upcoming school or recreational league season.
They will focus on basic basketball skills such as
shooting, dribbling, passing and rebounding.
Drills will be implemented to emphasize each
skill. In addition, players will receive instruction
on both individual and team offensive and
defensive concepts. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Oct. 3 – Oct. 24
Day: Saturday
Session 1: 9:00am – 10:00am (boys)
Session 2: 10:00am – 11:00am (girls)
Site: MNHS Gym
Price: $80 per session

Inc. of Broomall beginning October 6. This
30-hour course will be held at the Community
Center on Tuesday evenings (10 weeks) from
6:00pm to 9:00pm each night. Minimum age to
attend is 15. This course is recommended for high
school students preparing for either their permit
test and/or their driver’s license test. Driver’s
permit is not required to attend this course. Most
insurance companies will provide a discount for
course completion. Students must attend eight
out of ten classes to complete program and
receive certificate for their insurance company.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Oct. 6 – Dec. 8
Day: Tuesday
Time: 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Price: $140

Marple Newtown

Boys & Girls Preseason
Basketball Clinics

fitness and weight loss. All ages are welcome.
Participants should use a good pair of walking/
fitness shoes and wear comfortable clothing. A
towel and bottle of water are recommended.
Class will be held at the Gauntlett Community
Center. The program coordinator is Barb
Campbell, a certified Walk Live instructor. To
register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Oct. 13 – Nov. 17
Day: Tuesday
Time: 6:30pm – 7:15pm
Price: $60
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Tai Chi – 24 Form
Tai Chi is one old form of Chinese exercise
beneficial to health, and it is also a subtle,
sophisticated, and scientific method of selfdefense. It is basically made out of several forms
or sets originally derived from martial arts, and
it takes the forms of the natural movements of
animals and birds. However, unlike martial arts,
Tai Chi is performed deliberately slow, softly,
and gracefully with smooth and even transitions
between movements. Those who practice
regularly will develop a healthy body and a calm,
tranquil mind. It also provides a practical avenue
for learning about balance, alignment, finescale motor control, and rhythm of movement.
Therefore, the practice will enable you to better
stand, walk, run and correct poor posture. This
program is suitable for people of all ages and
requires no special equipment. Class will meet
at the Gauntlett Community Center. Lucia Coren
will provide the authentic Chinese instruction.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Session 1: Sept. 16 – Nov. 18
Session 2: Jan. 20 – March 23
Day: Wednesday
Time: 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Price: $60 per session

Pilates
This dynamic program offers a system of
mind and body exercises focusing mainly on
the abdomen, oblique muscles, and lower back.
Pilates dramatically transforms the way your
body looks, feels and performs. It builds strength
without excess bulk, creating a sleek, toned body.
Other program benefits include increased lung
capacity and circulation, as well as improved
coordination, posture and balance. Because
Pilates teaches balance and control of the body,
many participants experience positive body
awareness for the first time. Ages 16 and above
are welcome. Class will meet at the Gauntlett
Community Center. Please bring a rubber
exercise mat to class. Certified Pilates instructor
Maria Klang will conduct the program. To register,
please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610353-2326.
Session 1:Sept. 9 – Oct. 28
Session 2:Nov. 4 – Dec. 16
(No Nov. 25)
Session 3:Jan. 13 – March 2
Day: Wednesday
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Peddlers Village Christmas Festival,
Lahaska, PA: Sat., Dec. 5, 2015

Time: 7:30pm – 8:30pm
Price: $70 session 1 & 3
$52 session 2

Yoga
With “Ha” meaning Sun and “Tha” meaning
Moon, Hatha yoga is a style of yoga that is
physical and at the same time deeply meditative.
Through a variety of yoga postures, attention to
proper alignment is learned. Gentle movement in
union with breathing strengthens the body and
increases flexibility, while freeing the mind from
daily stress. A sense of harmony and balance
is discovered. Other benefits include increased
energy flow as nerve channels are cleared,
improved concentration, blood circulation and
digestion! Classes will meet in the Gauntlett
Community Center. Students should wear
comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat to
class. This six-week yoga program will be taught
by Yvette Pecoraro, a certified TriYoga instructor
and RYT with Yoga Alliance. To register, please
visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Session 1: Sept. 14 – Oct. 19
Session 2: Nov. 2 – Dec. 7
Session 3: Dec. 14 – Feb. 1
(No Dec. 28 & Jan. 18)
Day: Monday
Time: 6:15pm – 7:15pm (basics)
7:30pm – 8:30pm (level 1)
Price: $55 per session

The Zumba® program fuses Latin and
international rhythms with easy-to-follow moves
to create a one-of-a-kind fitness program that
feels more like a disco party than a workout.
Very little motivation is required because when
you hear the music, you can’t help but move!
Our goal is simple: we want you to love working
out! You can achieve long-term benefits while
experiencing an absolute blast in one exciting
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, aweinspiring movements meant to engage and
captivate for life. The routines feature interval
training sessions where fast and slow rhythms
are combined to tone and sculpt the total body
while burning fat, especially targeting the midsection. Zumba® Fitness is so fun that it is now
offered in over 100 countries worldwide. Certified
Zumba® instructor Pam Nelson will coordinate
the program. Ages 14 and above are welcome.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Session 1: Sept. 17 – Nov. 5
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Site: Comm. Center Gym
Price: $70
Complimentary Class: Nov. 12, 6:30pm -7:30pm, Paxon
Hollow MS Cafe.
Session 2: Nov. 19 – Jan. 28
(No Nov. 26, Dec. 24 & 31)
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Site: Paxon Hollow MS Cafe
Price: $70

Get in the Holiday spirit! Do a little shopping
and enjoy the festive atmosphere as Santa
arrives in a horse-drawn carriage. The village
will be beautifully decorated, Victorian style,
with fruit wreaths and greenery. Also, shoppers
may want to visit the Village’s outlet stores. The
MN Recreation school bus will depart from the
Community Center at 8:30am and return by
5:00pm. Please call 610-353-2326 for further
details.
Price: $26

Zumba Toning
Saturday morning Zumba® Toning combines
your favorite zumba rhythms with a component
of toning exercises for the legs, buttocks, arms,
abdominals and core section. When it comes to
body sculpting, Zumba Toning raises the bar (or
rather, the toning stick). It combines targeted
body-sculpting exercises and high-energy cardio
work with Latin infused zumba moves to create a
calorie-torching, strength-training dance fitness
party. Students learn how to use lightweight,
maraca-like toning sticks to enhance rhythm and
tone all their target zones, including arms, abs
and thighs. Zumba Toning is a perfect way for
enthusiasts to sculpt their bodies naturally while
having a blast. Please bring a set of weights (3-5
lbs.) for the arm work and an exercise mat for the
core and stretching. A great way to start your
weekend! Class will be held at the Community
Center and will be conducted by Pam Nelson. To
register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Complimentary Class: Dec. 5, 8:30am – 9:45am, Comm.
Center
Session 1: Sept. 12 – Oct. 17
Session 2: Oct. 24 – Nov. 28
Session 3: Dec. 12 – Jan. 30
(No Dec. 26 & Jan. 2)
Day: Saturday
Time: 8:30am – 9:45am
Price: $60 per session

The Total Amish Experience Tour, Birdin-Hand, PA: Sat., Oct. 24, 2015
This authentic excursion for both children and
adults is an all-inclusive way to experience what
has made Amish Country famous! It includes
a visit to the Amish Experience Theater which
combines film, a three-dimensional barnyard
set and striking special effects to tell the
unforgettable story of the Amish from Europe to
America. Also included is a tour of a nine-room
Amish Homestead and One-Room School as
well as an Amish Farmlands Tour complete with
a step-on guide. After a traditional all-you-careto-eat family style lunch meal (please visit www.
mnrecreation.org for menu), we will conclude our
Amish visit with a buggy ride. The MN Recreation
school bus will depart from the Community
Center at 7:30am and return approximately
4:30pm. Please call 610-353-2326 for details.
Price: $72 Adult (guide gratuity not included), $60 Children
ages 4-12

PLASTIC SURGERY

A Magic Wand?
Dramatic, beautiful
body contouring results
with no scarring

Laser-Assisted Minimally Invasive Body Contouring
You choose to eat well, exercise regularly and live a balanced, healthy
life. You feel fit and yet you cannot erase those stubborn areas of body
fat – buttocks, abdomen, arms, back, hips, inner thighs or axillary
(underarm) fat. When diet and exercise are ineffective in eliminating
stubborn fat, you may be a candidate for the SmartLipo® procedure.
The latest technique in liposuction is the SmartLipo Triplex®. SmartLipo
targets the same areas as traditional liposuction and is an effective,
affordable solution for eliminating fat with procedures starting as low
as $2,500 and little to no downtime and no scarring.

Let Our Board Certified Plastic
Surgeons Help You Achieve
the Look You’ll Love

R. Barrett Noone, MD, FACS & R. Brannon Claytor, MD, FACS

Accomplished in various cosmetic and reconstructive procedures, Claytor/Noone Plastic
Surgery has over fifty years of combined experience. Our specialty-trained, board
certified plastic surgeons are devoted to improving patients’ lives by providing the
latest surgical techniques through continued intensive training.
Call Debbie today to schedule your private consultation with our surgeons at our office
in Bryn Mawr. Mention this ad, and we will waive the consultation fee ($100 value).

Claytor/Noone Plastic Surgery

888 Glenbrook Avenue • Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
www.claytornooneplasticsurgery.com • (610) 527-4833

SmartLipo is a laser-assisted procedure performed using a small
cannula (or tube) about the size of the tip of a pen, which is inserted
under the skin. Tumescent fluid, which contains a local anesthetic,
is injected before surgery and causes blood vessels to constrict. This
minimizes blood loss and reduces postsurgical pain and bleeding. The
laser delivers energy directly to the fat cells through the cannula causing
them to rupture; the fat cells are broken up mechanically as well as
thermally when the micro-bubbles pop. The liquefied fat is then gently
suctioned out. SmartLipo Triplex enables the surgeon to customize
treatments to achieve optimal results for each individual patient. Treated
areas look slimmer and more contoured, and the patient can achieve
better over-all body proportion. The multiplex laser promotes new
collagen to be produced resulting in a 57% increase in tissue tightening
over traditional liposuction.
Because this procedure is done under local anesthesia, recovery is
faster and well tolerated. Patients typically return to regular activity
much faster than traditional liposuction. This procedure is best suited to
both men and women in good overall health who are not significantly
overweight yet have stubborn fat deposits, a stomach, love handles or
flabby arms that will not respond to diet and exercise. Excess neck or
facial fat areas are also excellent candidates for SmartLipo. Thickening of
the jowls and sagging neck are often the first signs of aging; SmartLipo
successfully targets and rejuvenates these areas without scarring
or extended downtime. Only you will know the secret of your more
youthful, vibrant and beautiful look.
Choosing your surgeon
The most important decision you will make once you have decided to
take on surgery is selecting your surgeon. Your surgeon and the office
staff will ensure that all your questions are fully answered and that you
achieve the safest possible care with the highest quality result. The
educated patient will often choose a surgeon who is board certified
in plastic surgery. This will ensure that he/she has been extensively
trained, undergone a peer review examination and has been certified
by the American Board of Plastic Surgery. Another important aspect of
qualification is the Maintenance of Certification (MOC) for continued
medical education. MOC is offered by the American Board of Plastic
Surgery and ensures that the surgeon participates in ongoing education
in order to remain current and up-to-date in aesthetic plastic surgery
procedures.

Contributed by Dr. R. Brannon Claytor.
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Marple Township News
Dispose of Old
Prescription
Medicines Safely
The Marple Township Police
Department is one of 27 locations
in Delaware County that offer a secure
dropbox for outdated or unwanted prescription drugs.
The Delco Medicine Drop helps keep prescription
drugs out of the hands of people who the medicine
was not intended for, and out of the public water
supply. The Marple Township Police Department is
located next to the Township Building at 225 South
Sproul Road.
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Sewer Problems?
Who to Call
For all sewer blockages please
call the Township Building at
610.356.4040, ext. 500, during
normal working hours. If your
problem occurs after working hours
or on the weekend please call 911. Homeowners
with public sewers should review their homeowner’s
insurance policies regarding sewer backup claims. The
rules of law under Pennsylvania Political Subdivision
Tort Claim Act make it difficult for the Township/Sewer
Authority to be held liable for sewer backups.

Discount Movie
Tickets Available
Marple Newtown Recreation
is now selling discount movie
tickets. They are valid at all Regal,
Edwards, and United Artist theaters
nationwide. These tickets do not
carry an expiration date and can be
purchased (cash/check only) in the recreation office
(Room 124) of the Gauntlett Community Center at
120 Media Line Road in Newtown Square. The office
is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Once purchased, tickets are non-refundable. Call
610.353.2326 for complete details.
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Bulk Trash Pick-Up
• Bulk pick-up will now take place once
a week depending on your regular
trash pickup days.
• Items will be picked up on your 2nd
trash collection day (Thurs. or Fri.)
• The fee is $10 per item.
• Items must be paid for 2 days prior to your pickup.
For example if your trash pickup days are Monday and
Thursday, your items must be paid for by Tuesday & will be
picked up on Thursday.
If your trash days are Tuesday and Friday your items must
be paid for by Wednesday & will be picked up on Friday.

Sewer Blockages
Although the Township Sewer
Department will respond to any sewer
emergency we recommend that you try to
determine where the blockage is. This will
enable you to get the blockage removed as
soon as possible. The Township does not have
the equipment to clean the 4” lateral pipes. If the
backup is in your sewer lateral, contact a sewer cleaning service.
In most cases, when raw sewage is entering your house
but you are not using your facilities, the cause could be in the
Township main sewer. If the sewage backs up only when you use
your water then it’s more likely the blockage is in your pipes. If
you are in doubt please call the Township or 911 to report the
blockage.

Driver Education Class
PA-certified Driver Education Theory
and Skills Course (classroom only) for
new drivers will be conducted by the
Defensive Driving Academy, Inc. of
Broomall beginning October 6 at the
Marple Newtown Recreation Center. This
30-hour course will be held at the Community
Center on Tuesday evenings (10 weeks) from 6-9
p.m. each night. Minimum age to attend is 15. This course is
recommended for high school students preparing for either
their permit test and/or their driver’s license test. A driver’s
permit is not required to attend this course. Most insurance
companies will provide a discount for course completion.
Students must attend eight out of 10 classes to complete the
program and receive a certificate for their insurance company.
Cost of the course is $140. Call 610.353.2326 for information.
Register online at marpletwp.youractiveworld.com.

Marple Township Boards and
Commissions Meeting Schedule
These Boards and Commissions of the Township of Marple, 227 South Sproul Road, Broomall, PA 19008,
will meet on the following dates and times for the remainder of 2015, unless otherwise advertised.
• Board of Commissioners Work Session (meets 1st Monday at 7 p.m.) 10/5, 11/4 and 12/7.
• Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting (meets 2nd Monday at 7 p.m.) 10/12, 11/9 and 12/14.
• Planning Commission (meets 1st Thursday at 7 p.m.) 10/1, 11/5 and 12/3.
• Park & Recreation Committee (meets 2nd Thursday at 7 p.m.) 10/8, 11/12 and 12/10.
• Paxon Committee (meets the 2nd Wednesday at 8 a.m.) 10/9, 11/14 and 12/11.
• Pension Advisory Committee (meets 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m.) 10/20, 11/17 and 12/15.
• Zoning Hearing Board (meets 3rd Wednesday at 7 p.m.) 10/21, 11/18 and 12/18.
• Workplace Safety Committee (meets 3rd Tuesday at 10 a.m.) 10/20, 11/17 and 12/15.
• Historic Commission (meets 3rd Monday at 7 p.m.) 10/19, 11/16 and 12/21.
• Public Works Committee (meets 4th Wednesday at 8 a.m.) 9/23, 10/28, 11/25 and 12/23.
• Public Safety Committee (meets 4th Thursday at 4 p.m.) 10/22, Nov. & Dec. TBD.
• Library Board (meets the 4th Monday at 7:30 p.m.) 9/28, 10/26, 11/23 and 12/28.
• Environmental Advisory Committee (meets the 4th Tuesday at 7 p.m.) 9/22, 10/27, 11/24 and 12/22.
• Tree Commission (meets the 3rd Thursday at 3 p.m.) 10/15, 11/19 and 12/17.
• Leisure Services (meets the 2nd Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.) at Community Ctr., 20 Media Line Road, 10/14, 11/11 and 12/9.
• Massey House (meets 3rd Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.) at the 1969 Massey House, Lawrence Road 10/20, 11/17 and 12/15.
• Senior Citizen Committee (meets the 3rd Wednesday at 1 p.m.) 10/21, 11/18 and 12/18.
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The Marple Newtown Recreation Center will offer a one-day babysitting
course in conjunction with the American Red Cross on Saturday, October
24, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The course will teach teenagers (ages 11-16) the
responsibilities and qualities needed to be a good babysitter and what to expect
from the person who hires you.
Participants will be taught how to best respond to an emergency situation,
how to prevent accidents before they occur, how to play with and supervise
children of different ages, how to select safe toys and games, how to diaper
and dress infants, and much more. Each student completing the program will
receive a babysitter handbook and certificate. Training will be conducted at
the Gauntlett Community Center. Please bring a lunch to class. Cost of the
class is $120. Call 610.353.2326 for information. Register online at marpletwp.
youractiveworld.com.

Marple Township

Babysitter Training

Your Child’s
Future is Now

TECHNOLOGY

By Latiaynna Tabb
The healthcare industry is the largest employer in Pennsylvania,
which is great news for students interested in pursuing a career in
healthcare. Delaware County Technical High Schools (DCTS) is your
partner to prepare your student for tomorrow’s healthcare
employment opportunities by providing innovative, meaningful
technical training; a foundation for lifelong learning; and marketable
credentials for a variety of high-wage, high-demand careers – all for
free!
DCTS operates the School of Health & Biosciences, which has four
part-day programs in Dental Technology, Health Sciences, Medical
Careers, and Emergency and Protective Services.
Below is a short Q&A with instructors of programs in the School of
Health & Biosciences.

Q:

As industry professionals and educators, what are your
thoughts about current health career opportunities?

Regardless of the career pathway a student chooses, healthcare
employment opportunities are numerous, which translates to job security. For
example, in Pennsylvania employment opportunities for medical assistants are
expected to grow by 17% by 2022, which is faster than average. The growth of

the healthcare sector is in part due to the demand for professionals to meet the
needs of an aging population.
The School of Health & Biosciences at DCTS prepares students to address
healthcare needs by offering a strong foundation as they pursue education and
employment in healthcare. Across industries, locally and nationally, employers are
very concerned about skill gaps. Career and technical education provides students
an advantage over others entering post-secondary institutions and the workforce
because of the theory and technical skills students learn.
At DCTS, students can even begin their careers while in high school through
cooperative education experiences. Employers value clinical externships and other
similar formal programs because they subsequently provide a pipeline for skilled
and experienced future employees. A 2015 DCTS Health Sciences graduate was
offered a full-time position at CareStat Urgent Care after successfully completing
her medical assistant externship experience.

Q:

Students who are interested in healthcare and have exposure to the many career
pathways in high school are able to discern whether healthcare is a good fit for them
and can identify specific career paths before investing thousands of dollars in postsecondary education. During the educational process, students gain insight and
develop short- and long-term career goals. Students in the Dental Technology
program have pursued a number of dental careers requiring diverse levels of expertise
and achievement including chairside assistant, business assistant, expanded functions
assistant, hygienist, dentist, or specialist.
The importance of having state-of-the-art equipment cannot be overstated.
Teaching and exposing students to program equipment that is aligned to industry
standard gives students a distinct advantage and prepares them to enter the
workforce or post-secondary environment competitively. With advisement from
members of business and industry, DCTS works to infuse programs with new
technology and state-of-the-art equipment such as patient lifts, portable EKG
machines, x-ray manikin trainers, and CAD/CAM intra-oral scanners. Supervised clinical
experiences and hands-on learning in a lab setting prove invaluable for students who
can then demonstrate their job readiness and competence to employers.

Q:

Sat., Oct. 24 | Noon -3:30pm
at the Springfield Mall
The Delaware County Intermediate Unit/Delaware Technical
Schools does not disciminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, disability, age, employment, or genetic
information in its programs or activities.
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What is the value of providing hands-on and technical
experiences to high school students?

How can parents prepare their children for future careers
now?

Research says that family participation in education is twice as predictive of
students’ academic success as family socioeconomic status. Innovative
communication strategies such as Edmodo, a collaborative web-based platform
for schools; social media; and Parent Portals strengthen family-school connections.
DCTS works to maintain close relationships with parents, emphasizing the
necessity of the parent-student-school (teacher) triad for student success.
Additionally, it is never too early to help children identify their aptitudes and
interests, as these things can be nurtured and later manifest into marketable,
employable skills. Attraction to specific hobbies, clubs, competitions, and other
activities are often the clues parents use to encourage particular educational
experiences.
Join DCTS for the 5th Annual Tech Fest, a county-wide Open House, at the
Springfield Mall on October 24 from noon until 3:30 p.m. for more information on
how to prepare your student for a future healthcare career now. Visit DelcoTech.org
for details.

Trends in
Education
(from Preschool to College)

Education techniques such as e-learning, m-Learning and
gamification are changing the typical approach to teaching
by replacing white boards and textbooks.
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Traditionally, students go to school and sit
in a classroom with their peers while being
instructed by a teacher. Following an
in-classroom lesson, students are assigned
homework to do on their own time after
school or on the weekends to reinforce the
lesson taught in class. Many of us would say,
“Of course that is how to learn; that’s how I
was taught.” However, Bill Gates explains why
it is important to embrace changes in
education, “Our current expectations for what
our students should learn in school were set
50 years ago to meet the needs of an economy
based on manufacturing and agriculture. We
now have an economy based on knowledge
and technology.”
Education technology, or ed tech, is the
front runner of growing trends in the field of
education. As an increase in investment is
going toward technology, educators are
looking to incorporate changes in the
classroom. Technology is incorporating rich
media — including video, audio and simulation — providing students with a new
experience in learning. Education techniques
such as e-learning, m-Learning and gamification are changing the typical approach to
teaching by replacing white boards and
textbooks.
E-learning uses electronic technologies,
such as the internet, to access educational
curriculum outside of a traditional classroom
setting. Although e-learning began some years
ago when computers were starting to access
the internet, the technology is advancing,
allowing students to access classes and
training through their smartphones and

tablets. E-learning is 24/7 education,
providing students with the ability to learn at
the library, at home, from a coffee shop, or
even on vacation. With the access that
e-learning gives to students, m-Learning, or
mobile learning, is quickly becoming more
popular in higher education markets. As a
cost-effective alternative to traditional forms
of education, institutions are expanding their
geographical reach with this technology.
Gamification is making its way into the
classroom by embracing the immersive nature
of online games. According to U.S. News and
World Report, teachers are using popular
games such as Angry Birds in physics lessons
and SimCity to demonstrate how systems
interact with one another, giving students a
new way to understand classroom lessons and
teachers an opportunity to embrace students
in ways other than traditional teaching
methods.
While technology takes a front seat in
education, it is increasingly important for
children to have the opportunity to start
learning early. Far too many children enter
school unprepared cognitively, socially and
emotionally, causing them to begin school
behind other children. The long-term effects
could be devastating to a child’s future in
society, which is why the focus on providing
high-quality early education at an affordable
cost to parents is a trend in education.

Trends in Early Education

Early childhood education has been a
buzzword across the nation as both sides of
the political spectrum look to enhance
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funding to provide all children with access to
high-quality preschool. With benefits ranging
from improved academic and behavioral
outcomes to enhanced social skills, preschool
seems to have favorable outcomes for the
children who participate. Yet, in the most
recent 2014 study by the National Institute
for Early Education Research, only 5 percent
of 3-year-olds and 12 percent of 4-year-olds in
the state of Pennsylvania were enrolled in
preschool.
A rise in state and government-funded
programs aims to increase the number of
children enrolled in early education, especially those whose parents may not otherwise
have the means. Earlier this year, Gov. Tom
Wolf spoke in Harrisburg about his plan to
spend an additional $120 million on preschool education, adding 11,600 children to
the PreK-Counts program and 2,400
low-income children to the federal Head Start
program, as part of a larger $33.8 billion
budget in which he plans to spend heavily on
education. Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, a
nonprofit organization, reported that national
studies concluded that children enrolled in

government-sanctioned preschool programs are more likely to be
successful in school, both academically and behaviorally. With reports
showing that preschool makes a significant difference in the lives of
children, some parents may want to take a different approach with their
children by instead providing an environment that is both educational
and social within their own means.
Many families have to make a financial decision when looking at
high-quality early education programs due to the cost of care exceeding
the amount of one parent’s take-home income. In these cases, and in
those where parents have the option to stay at home with their children,
there are many options for providing preschool-aged children with
valuable learning experiences. Local libraries have play rooms and book
clubs for kids to play, learn and socialize with their peers. YMCA has an
entire program dedicated to youth development, from educational
events to physical activities.
As the push for affordable, high-quality preschool funding increases,
the more important trend in early education is getting children involved
at a young age. Whether in a childcare facility, or with a caregiver,
providing early education and socialization opportunities to a child is
crucial to future development.

Garrett’s Way Child Care
and Learning Center
for Infant care
through Kindergarten

K-12 Learning
Strengthening STEM Education

A strong emphasis is being put on science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) in the classroom, a continuing trend within the past
decade. As more stringent benchmarks are being developed at the local,
state and federal levels, teachers are turning to technology to assist with
advancing in-classroom lessons. Schools across the globe have their eyes
on STEM education, giving the U.S. an even tougher fight for students
to be prepared at graduation. In the early part of 2015, President Obama
budgeted $3 billion (an increase of 3.6 percent) to improve and expand
STEM learning in 2016.
A push for students in middle school to engage in STEM is important, as these are the years when they start to engage in possible career
options. In the past, STEM classes were thought to hold little appeal to
students at this age, with teachers limiting learning to textbook research.
As digital learning takes over, STEM has an easy advantage over other
subject matter. Paul Buchheit, Google’s 23rd employee, stated, “We’re in
the early days of the Internet. Every other industry will be eaten by
tech.” Economists agree with Buchheit and believe that, soon, every
American is going to need knowledge of STEM subjects in their career.
With learning expanding beyond the classroom, technology is making
STEM more appealing to our youth.

Customized Learning Experiences

Each student has a unique way of learning, making customized
learning another growing trend. Utilizing a variety of resources
including textbooks, virtual learning and gamification, teachers now
have the ability to provide students with options in the learning process.
Customized learning replaces the failed one-size-fits-all approach to
learning, with new ways to engage students utilizing text, videos, sounds
and stimulation to enhance lessons. Additional learning experiences like
flipped learning and outdoor learning are also used to augment
traditional classroom settings.

garrettsway.org • 610-353-7690 • NSQ

NOW HIRING
LOOKING FOR ONE EXCEPTIONAL
SALES EMPLOYEE TO
JOIN OUR SALES TEAM

• Base salary with an attractive commission structure
• Flexibility and independence
• Matching IRA
Qualified candidates must have:
• The ability to self manage
• Excellent work ethics
• Solid organizational skills
• Be positive and uplifting
• Have good writing, verbal and computer skills

Flipped vs. Traditional Learning

We can only hope our children are so excited about learning that they
are doing flips, but “Flipped Learning” requires no physical flipping.
Flipped learning is an approach that simply means doing schoolwork at
home and homework at school. Defined by the Flipped Learning
Network, it is “a pedagogical approach in which direct instruction

Please contact our VP of Sales, Tamara Myers, at
t.myers@icmags.com for more information.

continued on next page >
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THINK

moves from the group learning space to the
individual learning space, and the resulting
group space is transformed into a dynamic,
interactive learning environment where the
educator guides students as they apply
concepts and engage creatively in the subject
matter.” The increase in ed-tech affords flipped
learning the opportunity to grow in the K-12
space as a new type of education style, again
providing students with an opportunity for a
unique learning environment.

Outdoor Learning

Many parents identify and agree with the
importance of children having adequate time
learning and playing outdoors. Teachers are
also harnessing the power of environmental
learning by getting their students outside for
field teaching. As in-classroom technology
increases, parents welcome this trend with
open arms. Huffington Post states that research
has found that outdoor learning environments
improve student attitudes, attendance and
overall health. This hands-on approach to
learning provides students with sensory
experiences they cannot get in the classroom
or with technology, allowing it to be the
perfect supplement to the school day.

COLLEGE
CREDITS
CLOSE
TO HOME

College Trends

The Marple Campus is the main campus
of the College and conveniently located in
Marple Township with entrances off
Media Line Rd. and Rt. 252.
The campus offers:
• Credit courses leading to a certiﬁcate
or associate degree
• Non-credit courses
• High school dual enrollment
• Day, evening and online classes
• State-of-the-art STEM Center and
the Advanced Technology Center
Marple Campus
901 S. Media Line Road
Media, PA 19063
dccc.edu/register
610-359-5050
Educating Delaware and Chester Counties
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Much to your surprise, I’m sure, technology
isn’t stopping at K-12 education. It is, in fact,
plowing its way onto college campuses. Some
professors feel that the prevalence of information available at a student’s fingertips has
negated the inclination to learn it, while
others are working to embrace the inevitable
spin that technology will have on the future of
higher education. The future holds opportunities for students to follow the trends of their
K-12 counterparts in shaping the curriculum
of their learning. Utilizing “smart” classrooms,
colleges and universities are driving opportunities for international learning — interacting
with peers in other countries in real time.
Technology, both inside and outside the
classroom, is causing a shift in the way higher
education is designed.
With the importance of education starting
at a very early age, government officials are
looking for ways to ensure that all children
have access to high-quality early education,
paving the way for students to engage in
advanced learning early in their schooling.
STEM is providing students with the
opportunity to learn the future of America,
with technology leading the way and our
students right behind it in careers that
continue to advance knowledge. The future of
education is looking bright, as bright as the
screen on your smartphone. 

Delaware County Community College
offers qualified high school students
the opportunity to earn college credits
while still in high school through the
Dual Enrollment program. Courses are
offered at a fraction of the cost of
standard tuition rates, and students
can earn up to 21 college credits before
graduating from high school. Marple
Newtown High School Students would
pay just $240 per course, a savings of
almost 70 percent off standard tuition.
Credits earned through this program
can be transferred directly into one of
the College’s associate degree
programs or toward a bachelor’s degree
program at a four-year school. Learn
more at www.dccc.edu/high-school.
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Dunwoody Village

Dunwoody Village is a conveniently located continuing care
retirement community that offers a picturesque wooded
setting and numerous services and amenities. Its long history
of comfortable living accommodations and excellent health
care allows residents and family members to rest easy.
Dunwoody is the destination for adults over 60 years old
who want a vibrant lifestyle as well as the financial benefits
and security of life care. With a 40-year tradition of serving
seniors, Dunwoody provides the stability of a strong financial
position as a not-for-profit community. There is a selection of
three financial options, which enable prospective residents to
choose a payment plan that best suits their situation.
The friendly neighbors and staff are what bring residents to
Dunwoody Village, but the convenience to shopping,
Philadelphia, the Main Line and all the benefits of beautiful,
open green space are what make residents want to stay.
The services and amenities are bountiful at Dunwoody, with
a fitness center and trainer, miles of covered hallways for
walking, paved outdoor walking paths, a putting green,
swimming pool with a lifeguard and classes, music programs,
an emergency call system, and personal care and skilled

nursing care if needed. Two dining rooms—one with waited
service, the other with a buffet—offer choices to residents.
Take-out options, al fresco dining and a complimentary
continental breakfast are also available, and one meal a day is
included in the monthly fee. Pets and guests are also permitted
at Dunwoody.
The residences range from studio apartments to twobedroom-plus-den country houses. Larger new Penrose
Carriage Homes are currently under construction as well. The
twin-style homes, ranging from 2,100 to 4,100 square feet,
feature open floor plans, gourmet kitchens, two-car garages,
gas cooking and gas fireplaces. A variety of designs, all with two
bedrooms, two and one-half baths and dens, as well as covered
terraces, can be customized, but high-end finishes such as
granite countertops are standard. These homes offer singlelevel living with an optional walk-out daylight basement.
Maintenance, landscaping, and weekly housekeeping complete
the Penrose Carriage Home picture.
Dunwoody Village always answers to its residents first and
they are dedicated to making their community a beautiful,
relaxed, fun and healthy place to live.

Dunwoody Village is located on Route 3 • West Chester Pike • in Newtown Square
To learn more, please visit the website at www.dunwoody.org or call 610.359.4400 to schedule a tour.
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SPECIAL SECTION: Seniors

Get Into the Act
Fall is a great time to get back into
the swing, whether it’s schoolage kids, families going back to
work or, for seniors who are
pondering the autumn of life,
it’s a time to get busy, get
active and make a difference
not only for those around them
but for themselves as well.

>>
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SPECIAL SECTION: Seniors

ADULT DAY CARE CENTERS
For families who have older relatives living at home, adult day care centers
may offer an option for care when you have to go to work or need help
providing care around the clock.
There are several adult day care centers in Delaware County. You can find a
full list online at the delcosa.org website. Generally speaking, adult day care
centers in Pennsylvania operate under the following basic structures.
SERVICES OFFERED: Adult day care centers offer a variety of medical
services as well as social and recreational programs. Medical services
may range from a registered nurse administering medicines to a facility
providing skilled nursing care and a full range of therapy services.
Centers may be privately owned; part of a nursing home; sponsored by
religious, fraternal, or neighborhood organizations; or run by a local
hospital or government agency.
ABILITIES REQUIRED: A wide range is accepted. Depending on the
medical services available, the required abilities could range from a
person who is independent, mobile, and perhaps in the very early
stages of Alzheimer’s disease, to a person who requires 24-hour skilled
nursing care.
ACCREDITATION/LICENSURE: In Pennsylvania, a license is required by
the state’s Department of Aging and/or Department of Human Services.
METHODS OF PAYMENT: Private pay; long-term care insurance; or
short-term veterans benefits are possible. If funding is needed, contact
the Chester County Department of Aging Information and Referral Unit
(610.344.6350) for income and eligibility cost-sharing guidelines.

Rehabilitation Services designed
to get patients back to living.
We offer:
• Complex medical care
• Intensive rehabilitation
• Skilled nursing

For additional information or tour,
contact:

Devon Manor
King of Prussia
Pottstown
Mercy Fitzgerald
Yeadon
heartland-manorcare.com

Wallingford
1.800.320.5276
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Like most people, you’ve probably heard
that physical activity and exercise are good for
you. In fact, being physically active on a
regular basis is one of the healthiest things
you can do for yourself. Studies have shown
that exercise provides many health benefits
and that older adults can gain a lot by staying
physically active. Even moderate exercise and
physical activity can improve the health of
people who are frail or who have diseases that
accompany aging, according to the National
Institutes of Health (NIH).
Being physically active can also help you
stay strong and fit enough to keep doing the
things you like to do as you get older. Making
exercise and physical activity a regular part of
your life can improve your health and help
you maintain your independence as you age.
The NIH recommends being as active as
possible. Regular physical activity and
exercise are important to the physical and
mental health of almost everyone, including
older adults. Staying physically active and
exercising regularly can produce long-term
health benefits and even improve health for
some older people who already have diseases
and disabilities. That’s why health experts say
that older adults should aim to be as active as
possible.
NIH also warns of the dangers of being
inactive. “Although exercise and physical
activity are among the healthiest things you
can do for yourself, some older adults are
reluctant to exercise. Some are afraid that
exercise will be too hard or that physical
activity will harm them. Others might think
they have to join a gym or have special
equipment.” Yet, studies show that “taking it
easy” is risky. For the most part, when older
people lose their ability to do things on their
own, it doesn’t happen just because they’ve
aged. It’s usually because they’re not active.
Lack of physical activity also can lead to more
visits to the doctor, more hospitalizations, and
more use of medicines for a variety of
illnesses.

By some accounts, 10,000 Americans
currently turn 65 every day in the United
States. A new movie on the subject of getting
older in America today debuts in late
September. “The Intern” starring Robert
DeNiro and Anne Hathaway focuses on the
experience of a retired 70-year-old executive
and his desire to be active and relevant. In the
film, DeNiro’s character describes retirement
as an “ongoing relentless effort in creativity.”
There are countless ways to get active and
creative in Chester County. Join a senior
center, take or teach a class at an art center,
mentor a businessperson with SCORE, or
volunteer to tutor a student at a local school.
If you need ideas the Chester County
Department of Aging may be a place to start.
The department’s website at chesco.org offers
ideas, links and resources to help you get
started. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN
CONSIDERING A FACILITY:

1. How long has the center been operating and
who owns it? Is the facility licensed by the
state? What are the days and hours of
operation?
2. Is there a rate schedule for services? Or a flat,
hourly fee?
3. What services are available? Therapies?
4. Are “drop-ins” accepted? How much notice must
be given?
5. What does a sample menu look like for a week?
What if a person has special dietary requirements – how is this handled?
6. What kinds of activities and/or programming
does the center offer?
7. Who is on staff (aides, registered nurses)? What
type of training has the staff received?
8. What is the center’s emergency procedure?
Who is called? What hospital is used?
9. Does the center have a list of references that
can be contacted?
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The Hood Octagonal School House was built in 1842 and was
placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2006.

A Lesson in History
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne

It’s a big piece of history that’s located right on West Chester Pike,
but the Hood Octagonal School House is easy to drive by in traffic
and miss, even though it is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.
The one-room schoolhouse sits on what is now the grounds of
Dunwoody Village. Built in 1842 by William Hood Dunwoody’s
great-grandfather James Hood, the schoolhouse was used well into
the 19th century. In 2006, it was awarded designation on the National
Register of Historic Places. These days, it serves local schoolchildren as
a historic learning site.
According to the Newtown Square Historical Society’s website, “The
Hood Octagonal School, an early public school in Newtown Township,
replaced a log school of the same name that was built by his father
Joseph Dunwoody and two neighbors for their children. It is a oneroom schoolhouse built in an unusual octagonal shape. High windows
let in light without distracting students from their work. One student,
William Hood Dunwoody, son of the man who built the school, moved
west to make his fortune and struck gold as one of the owners of the
Washburn Crosby Company, the makers of Gold Medal Flour.”
While generations of students and neighbors have come and gone,
the schoolhouse has remained a constant. Dunwoody Village, which is
home to 400 residents, has preserved and cares for the building.
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Longtime Dunwoody Village
resident Fred Kramer worked
diligently to get Hood Octagonal
School listed in the National
Register of Historic Places.

PHOTO COURTESY DUNWOODY VILLAGE/DUNWOODY.ORG

According to Dunwoody Village’s website, “In the 1800s, during
an apprenticeship among Quaker families, William Hood Dunwoody
learned a respect for life and an appreciation for all mankind. He
carried these ideals throughout his life and later founded a home for
older adults on his property. In 1974, this property became Dunwoody
Village, one of the area’s first continuing care retirement communities.”
Access to the school building is temporarily restricted because a
construction fence has most of the building cordoned off. The notfor-profit, non-denominational Dunwoody Village is expanding and
building cottage-style retirement homes on the land adjacent to the
schoolhouse. The historic building will not be damaged or altered by
the construction.
According to the historical society, “each year, schoolchildren come to
the schoolhouse, where volunteer ‘schoolmarms’ and ‘schoolmasters’—
dressed in historic garb—recreate math, penmanship, history and
science lessons as they would have been taught in the 1840s or 1850s.”
Participating students look forward to “recess,” when they are able
to play with toys authentic to the period. If you would like to volunteer
in some capacity, please contact Dunwoody Village to offer your
services. 
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