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while simultaneously improving its functionality.

OFFICE MANAGER
Leo Vighetti
l.vighetti@icmags.com

We hope you take some time out to enjoy this
issue that we’ve packed with valuable Township,
School District and Parks and Recreation news
and information. If you have story ideas on
community leaders, local history or upcoming
news and events, we’d love to hear from you.
Please email our editor, Bob Byrne, at b.byrne@icmags.com.
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community-oriented, family-friendly publication, please contact me directly about
advertising at wayne@icmags.com.
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Send Us Your Story Ideas!
We’d love to hear from you if you know someone in
your community who is making a difference or has
done something extraordinary. We’re also looking
for interesting story ideas (little-known facts, history
or other news) within your community.
If you have suggestions, email us at
b.byrne@icmags.com.
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Dr. Bachstein’s professional
belief and focus:
“Personalized Dental Care
and Happy Patients”

• • • • •
3475 West Chester Pike
Suite 230
Newtown Square, PA
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BachsteinDental.com
BachsteinDental@gmail.com
Thomas K. Bachstein, D.M.D.
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Family Dentistry including Children’s Dentistry
Oral Cancer Screenings, Periodontal Care
Crowns, Bridges, Tooth Colored Fillings/Bonding
Dentures and Partials, Extractions
Implant Dentistry, Root canal Treatments
24 Hr. Dental Emergency Care

NOW

Bring this ad in and receive Exam,
Dental Cleaning and BW x-rays for
$

99.00

Patient’s with insurance will receive credit on needed
treatment. We participate with all major PPO insurances.
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A Continuing Care
Retirement Community
www.dunwoody.org

Visit our
New Neighborhood.
Five-Star Rated Healthcare • Independent Living • Rehabilitation • Personal Care • Skilled Nursing • Memory Support
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Loop
What’s
news in
Marple Newtown
BY BOB BYRNE

PHOTO COURTESY: MELMARK

in
the

The report ranks Marple Newtown number
2,434 of 28,561 among all high schools ranked
by U.S. News and World Report in the United
States. The Julia R. Masterman Secondary
School in Philadelphia was ranked first in
Pennsylvania. The School for the Talented and
the Gifted in the Dallas (Texas) Independent
School District was ranked first in the nation.

(L to R) Melmark President Rita Gardner, Bob and Kathy
Trainor, Ukee Washington.
MELMARK HONORS
HUMANITARIANS
Melmark honored two longtime supporters
during a 50th Anniversary Celebration at The
Hyatt at The Bellevue in Philadelphia in April.
CBS3 anchorman Ukee Washington served
as master of ceremonies and presented the
Melmark Humanitarian Award to Bob and
Kathy Trainor. Bob and Kathy are the parents
of the late Katie Trainor, a young girl who was
part of the Melmark family for many years.
According to Melmark, “Katie’s tender
soul touched each person in her presence.
Her legacy lives on through Melmark’s Katie
Trainor Healthcare Center, where a team of
highly skilled and caring nurses and other
medical professionals work to ensure aroundthe-clock care of the children and adults
who live and attend programs at Melmark.
Besides being loving parents to Katie, Bob and
Kathy also founded The Dream Maker’s Ball
and have remained committed to Melmark’s
mission of creating a better world filled with
compassion and opportunities for children
and adults with disabilities.”
Melmark’s Pennsylvania campus borders
Newtown Square. The organization has service
divisions in Berwyn and Andover, Mass.
Melmark provides residential, educational,
rehabilitation and vocational programs for
children and adults with autism spectrum
disorders, intellectual disabilities, brain
injuries and other neurological and genetic
disorders.
MARPLE NEWTOWN RANKED
AMONG TOP 100 HIGH SCHOOLS IN
PENNSYLVANIA
Marple Newtown High School has been
ranked 76th out of 228 high schools in
Pennsylvania by U.S. News & World Report.
According to the report, “students have the
opportunity to take Advanced Placement
coursework and exams. The AP participation
rate at Marple Newtown High School is 29
percent. The student body makeup is 53
percent male and 47 percent female, and the
total minority enrollment is 12 percent.”
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CHURCH NAMES PERMANENT
PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Jeanne Thomas has been
permanently installed as the Senior Pastor
of Newtown Square Presbyterian Church.
According to a church announcement, “when
Jeanne arrived in 2012, the church had an
$80,000 deficit, a dwindling congregation and
only four children in Sunday school. Today,
the Sunday school provides spiritual guidance
for nearly 70 children, the congregation is
growing steadily and the church’s finances are
solid.”
Rev. Thomas says, “When a congregation is
open to the power of the Holy Spirit, amazing
things happen. Over four years, everything at
Newtown Square Presbyterian has multiplied:
the Children and Adult Ministry, Church
Missions, Membership, and the contributions
we are making to our community.”

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS WANTED
The Delaware County Literacy Council
is seeking volunteers to tutor adults who are
learning to read or learning English as a second
language.
Volunteers are a vital part of the DCLC’s
mission. Volunteer tutors work one-on-one
with an adult student, helping him or her to
learn basic reading and writing or to speak
English as a second language.
Volunteer tutors provide adult students
with consistent, high-quality instruction and
encouragement so that these students can
widen their horizons, exercise more control

over their lives and enhance their workplace
skills. A successful volunteer tutor readily
shows empathy and respect for his or her adult
student and celebrates the student’s small
successes.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years old
with a high school diploma (bachelor’s
degree preferred) with good literacy and
communication skills and must be patient and
flexible when instructing and encouraging
adult students.
Classes for volunteers will be held in
June and July. For more information about
becoming a tutor, visit DelcoLiteracy.org.

area and neighboring communities, including
Dunwoody Village. For more information on
how to get involved or to make a donation,
visit Dolphinsof DelawareValley.org.

of Mary (nee Murphy) Bieker, and brother
of Joseph C. Albertus and Mary Bridget
Fitzpatrick.
An education trust fund for Officer
Albertus’ children has been set up. Donations
can be made c/o Beneficial Savings Bank,
4733 West Chester Pike, Newtown Square, PA
19073.
Officer Albertus was honored at a funeral at
St. John Chrysostom Church in Wallingford
before burial at Sts. Peter and Paul Cemetery
in Springfield.

COURTESY BROOMALL FIRE CO.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO VISIT
ELDERLY RESIDENTS
Dolphins of the Delaware Valley is looking
for volunteers to spend an hour a week with
an elderly person who would love to have a
friend.
A Dolphin is a volunteer who becomes a
friend to one resident in a facility or retirement
community. The special distinction of
this program is its one-to-one philosophy.
Each Dolphin volunteer visits only one
resident, becoming a special friend to that
person.
The name Dolphin is derived from the
sea mammal whose cheerful personality and
friendliness toward humans characterizes the
spirit of founder Virginia Thomas and her
program. The Rev. Virginia C. Thomas, while
doing pastoral care in nursing homes, noticed
the short-lived effect that group activities
had on some residents. The need for some
residents to have a one-to-one friendship was
apparent.
According to the Dolphins, “over the many
years since 1987, the Dolphins of Delaware
Valley have been faced with many challenges
in our mission to visit our lonely senior friends
in nursing homes. Dolphins of Delaware Valley
have continued to carry on with Rev. Virginia
Thomas’ legacy and vision. We continue to fill
the need for volunteers for those who need a
friend. Dedicated Activity Directors inform us
when a resident needs a Dolphin, and we also
hear from families who are looking for that
special volunteer.”
Volunteers are needed to visit elderly friends
in several facilities in the Marple Newtown

FIRE COMPANY HONORS CREWS IN
RESCUE OPERATION
Broomall Fire Company held a recognition
ceremony for the crews involved in a
specialized rescue that occurred on Feb. 5. The
incident happened on James Road, involving
a tree that fell into a house, trapping two
individuals.
According to a fire company announcement,
the Broomall Fire Company crews involved
“received a unit citation and recognized our
mutual aid companies who assisted with a
certificate of appreciation. Special citations
were given to three tree companies who
responded and made everything possible
in the rescue efforts.” The honorees are:
Newtown Square Fire Company, GarrettfordDrexel Hill Fire Co., Marple Township
Ambulance Corps, Marple Township Police
Department, MG Tree, Ryan Tree Service, RJ
Tree.

COURTESY: HAVERFORD POLICE DEPT.

REMEMBERING OFFICER WILLIAM
ALBERTUS
Haverford Township Police Officer William
Albertus, 39, of Newtown Square died
on April 17, after a sudden illness. Officer
Albertus was a seven-year veteran of the
Haverford Police Department. He had been a
member of Delaware County F.O.P. Lodge 27
for seven years
Officer Albertus is survived by his wife, Dr.
Jennifer (nee Ruch) Albertus, DMD, and three
children. He was the son of Joseph T. and
Mary Ann (nee Bieker) Albertus, grandson

HALL OF PRAYERS
GROUNDBREAKING
Construction on a New Hall of Prayers
at the Delaware County Veterans Memorial
began in April with a formal beam raising.
According to published reports, founding
member and land donor of the Delaware
County Veterans Memorial Claude de Botton,
said, “We are here today and I am sure from
above their tears are blessing and protecting
this land of ours. As I reach the magic number
of 81, I realize every day how lucky I am to live
in this free country. It’s because of our freedom
of expression that we can enjoy all of God’s
gifts.”
ELLIS PRESERVE UPDATE
Work is progressing rapidly at the new Ellis
Preserve development at West Chester Pike
and Route 252.
Delaware County Council Chairman
Mario Civeras included an update on the
development during his State of the County
speech.
Civeras says, “So far, 30 new companies plan
to locate to Ellis Preserve, creating 3,000 new
jobs! Instead of being a corporate campus, the
Ellis Preserve will be a community. The Town
Center will include a café, athletic center,
running trails and more. In addition to SAP
and Sunoco, some of the businesses locating to
Ellis Preserve are PetPlan, My Alarm Center,
Chesterbrook Academy, Graham Investment
Partners, Whole Foods and a Hilton Garden
Inn. The Ballroom at Ellis Preserve is expected
to open this fall, operated by Finley Catering.
Plans also call for townhomes, cottages and
apartments.” 
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Community Input Helps Crozer-Keystone
Deliver a New Standard of Care
Marie DeStefano, administrative director of Oncology for Crozer-Keystone, is joined by Crozer-Keystone administrators and physicians for a ribbon cutting
ceremony at the grand opening of Crozer-Keystone at Broomall.

When Crozer-Keystone Health System wanted to develop a new
outpatient facility in Broomall, its leaders turned to the community
for help. Community members envisioned a location that offered
comprehensive services—to avoid having to travel between physician
appointments—and they wanted an increased attention on the
patient at each appointment along with the latest technologies.
That is precisely what is delivered with Crozer-Keystone at Broomall.
“With the support of our acute care hospitals and network of
physicians, Crozer-Keystone at Broomall is a culmination of significant
teamwork and effort, and we take pride in opening a facility that
promises to deliver a new standard in care for Delaware County,”
said Patrick Gavin, Chief Operating Officer for Crozer-Keystone and
President of Crozer-Chester Medical Center.
Crozer-Keystone’s comprehensive new outpatient facility officially
opened on January 15, 2016, and is accepting new patients. The site
is located at 30 Lawrence Road, near the intersection of Rt. 476 (Blue
Route) and Rt. 3 (West Chester Pike).
Local residents are likely familiar with the location as the previous
site of a Pathmark grocery store, and those who shopped for groceries
will recall the convenient covered parking. This free, covered parking
remains along with a generous free parking lot in the front of the

Broomall Imaging offers convenient appointments for the following tests:
3D mammography, High-field Open MRI, DEXA/bone density scans, CT,
PET/CT, ultrasound, vascular, and diagnostic x-ray.
6 1.800.558.0940, ext. 202 TO ADVERTISE | Marple Newtown

facility, but everything
else inside is brand
new and features an
innovative design with
comfortable waiting
areas.
With concierge
services staff available
to assist, patients are
welcomed to the stateof-the-art, 50,000-sq.This main entrance lobby is one of several
ft. facility that offers
urgent care, imaging, comfortable waiting areas for patients and their
families.
family care, women’s
health, cancer services, cardiology and other specialty services, and
a good dose of genuine care and hospitality from all of the staff and
medical professionals. This facility is accredited as a hospital outpatient
department (HOPD) of Delaware County Memorial Hospital.
The modern design of the facility and state-of-the-art technology
enable coordination of care among practices, including those who
arrive for treatment at the Crozer-Keystone Urgent Care practice,
which sits just inside the main entrance. Crozer-Keystone Urgent Care
is open seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Concierge
services is located next to central registration and you will find
greeters located throughout the building to proactively guide you in
the right direction, assist with a wheelchair, provide general assistance
for each visit, and to always live by the service-focused phrase “Yes, We
Will.”
Crozer-Keystone at Broomall, located around the corner from the
Crozer-Keystone Surgery Center at Haverford, Philadelphia Cyberknife
and HAN Fertility Center, currently has more than 50 physicians
treating patients onsite with additional physicians expected to join
the facility in the near future. For a full listing of physicians, detailed
descriptions of the services currently available and practice contact
information to schedule appointments, you may call 484.446.3600 or
visit crozerkeystone.org/Broomall.
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A Message from
the Superintendent
Dear Marple Newtown Community Members,
Summer approaches and I complete my first year in the district. It
has been a great year and I look forward to the next one. Yes.
Summer approaches and our teachers and students will have a
brief respite from formal teaching and learning. Summer brings
wonderful opportunities for family time, outdoor time, and time
for relaxation. As families begin planning for the lazy days of
summer, keep in mind the “summer slump” some students
experience in terms of their academic progress. So, while enjoying
the wonderful days of summer, consider fun activities that also
include informal learning.

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS

arple Newtown

For example, a walk in the park, a trip to the beach, or simply
playing in one’s own backyard can provide simple science inquiry
by examining the plants and animals all around us. Talk about
sand dunes, wave patterns, erosion, and moon cycles on that trip
to the shore. Encourage math skills by estimating distances, time,
costs, sizes, and more. Students can get really good at
measurement if they hear measurement words while helping to
cook up a batch of healthy brownies or while helping to determine
how much paint they need for their bedroom makeover.
Encourage reading skills by allowing children to choose lots of
summer reading materials. Read anything and everything.
In this issue, we focus on our cabinet members, who greatly
contribute to the success of the district. As you read about them, I
am certain you will understand why the district is so very
successful. Finally, we recognize another member of our School
Board; Mr. Leonard Altieri, III. Our directors and cabinet members
tirelessly dedicate themselves to the work of the district and it has
been a pleasure for me to work with these dedicated professionals
this year.
Again, thank you for the warm welcome through my first year in
the district. I have met many wonderful people and I am
encouraged and energized by their enthusiasm for the school
community. When you are in the Marple Newtown School District,
you are in TIGER COUNTRY!
Best wishes for a safe, healthy, and relaxing summer,

Dr. Carol Cary
Superintendent
Marple Newtown School District

8 | Marple Newtown

The Marple Newtown School District has a long tradition of excellence
in education. There are approximately 3304 students enrolled in Grades K
through 12 with accelerated and advanced placement courses offered in all
the academic areas. The academic curriculum of the district reflects the strength of traditional programs while meeting the
changing needs of a technological society.
The district is a clear leader in the county in the development of academic standards. In addition to a strong academic
program, 23 Advanced Placement (AP) and 21 Honors courses are offered to students at Marple Newtown High School. A
variety of opportunities are available to students through elective courses, independent study programs, dual enrollment,
cyber learning and a wide range of extra-curricular activities and athletics. There are accelerated courses in all disciplines
and a comprehensive Special Education program for students who require special instruction.

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL BOARD

District Administration
Marple Newtown School District
40 Media Line Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4200
www.mnsd.org
Carol Cary, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Constance E. Bompadre, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent
Joe Driscoll
Business Manager
Jim Orwig
Director Human Resources

From left to right: Robert Sack, Matthew A. Catania, ESQ, A.J. Baker, Barbara Harvey, Kathryn
Chandless, ESQ, Matthew J. Bilker, ESQ, Nicholas J. Reynolds, Sr, Leonard B. Altieri, III, Matthew A.
DeNucci, IV, Esq.
Non-voting members: Dr. Carol Cary, Joseph Driscoll, Denise Land, Mark Sereni

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOLS
Culbertson Elementary School
3530 Goshen Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4340
Principal: James Wigo, Jr.

Mike Dumin
Director of Operations

Loomis Elementary School
369 North Central Blvd
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4350
Principal: Christine D. White

Gerald Rodichok, Ed.D.
Director of Pupil Services

Russell Elementary School
2201 Sproul Road
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4310
Principal: Dennis Reardon

Heather Logue
Supervisor of Special Education

Worrall Elementary School
2979 Pennview Avenue
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4300
Principal: John Beltrante

Paxon Hollow Middle School
815 Paxon Hollow Road
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4320
Principal: Stephen Subers, Ed.D
Assistant Principal: Matthew Flood
Assistant Principal/Athletic Director: Thomas
J. Gretchen
Marple Newtown High School
120 Media Line Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4215
Principal: Gregory Puckett
Assistant Principal: Lauren Hopkins
Assistant Principal: Donald Tabar
Assistant Principal: Christian Jaspersen
Athletic Director/Dean of Students:
Christopher Gicking
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The mission of the Marple Newtown School District is to provide rigorous
educational opportunities for all students in a safe, healthy, and effective
learning environment through a collaborative commitment involving
students, staff, families and community.

Marple Newtown

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Marple Newtown Real Estate
Primed for Rising Value

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS
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By Michael William Larkin

Ever since the housing bubble a few years back, homebuyers’ confidence has
shifted almost solely to desirable school districts, and with the recent Marple
Newtown High School renovation, budding academic success of the PA standardized
Amy Croce and Bobby Small
test scores and new residential and commercial developments, Marple Newtown has
been catapulted into one of the areas elite public school districts. Sitting adjacent to Radnor and an earshot away from Lower
Merion and Conestoga, Marple Newtown is creeping up the rankings, offering prospective homebuyers tremendous value. There
is now empirical data to back up that previous statement, homes in Marple Newtown on average, are selling in less than two
months.
For expert analysis, I interviewed two local realtors, Amy Croce of Keller Williams and Bobby Small of Berkshire Hathaway Home
Services. Amy is somewhat new to the area, having moved here from Ocean City, NJ this year to be closer to her new
grandchildren. “I began looking up area school districts that were surging and quickly found Marple Newtown moving up on
various ranking reports over a three year period,” says Amy, “It was then that I started looking in Newtown Square.” It didn’t take
long for the Croce’s to decide where to go. Amy and her husband, Joe, began renting at The Verandas last year while searching for
the next place to call home. They quickly found it at Liseter, where their future home is being built. “Marple Newtown has a warm
small town feel, yet offers almost everything a larger city has. From the upscale boutique shopping, restaurants, walking trails, and
business centers, you really don’t need to venture far to find what you need, it just had everything we were looking for.” Although
they like many of the local restaurants, Amy said among their favorites are Teca and The Crazy Sofa.
As for Bobby, he also sees big things for Marple Newtown. He grew up here, attended schools here, and now sells homes here,
and he remembers the years prior to the high school renovation very well. “It’s definitely different that’s for sure, in a good way,”
says Bobby, “And over the last year, I’ve had many inquiries about properties located in Marple Newtown, everyone knows that
school districts sell houses, word must be getting around about the changes that were made-what we’ve done and where we’re
headed, I’m very proud, and with Marple Newtown creeping up the ranks, I don’t think it will remain a secret for too long, it’s
exciting.”
When I first interviewed Amy and Bobby they seemed vastly different. The first, a mother and new grandmother who recently
moved into the area, and the second, a native tiger who has seen the last 25 years up close. But only after speaking with them did I
recognize what they shared. The common denominator was what they both saw in Marple Newtown. They see the Marple
Newtown School District’s success contributing in a big way to the increased demand and rising home prices. They know that the
best is yet to come for our growing area. Right now, buying in Marple Newtown seems to be a no brainer, and I understand why.
Marple has the lowest tax base in the county, a brand new high school and revamped courses and programs. It definitely seems as
though if Marple Newtown were a stock, now would be the time to buy.
10 | Marple Newtown

Leonard Altieri
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Leonard Altieri graduated from Marple Newtown High School in 2008, where
he was elected Class President four consecutive years. Upon graduation, Leonard
was accepted to and enrolled in West Chester University where he graduated in
2012 with a B.A. in Political Science and a Minor in Latin American Studies.
During his collegiate years, Leonard was President of the Student Government
Association, where he represented 15,000 undergraduate students. Upon
graduation, Leonard was nominated by Governor Rendell and confirmed by the
PA State Senate for a two year term on the Board of Governors of the
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education. The Board of Governors is
responsible for planning and coordinating development and operation of
Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher Education. The Board establishes broad
educational, fiscal, and personnel policies, and oversees the efficient
management of the State System. Among other tasks, the Board appoints the
chancellor and university presidents, approves new academic programs, sets
tuition, and coordinates and approves the annual State System operating
budget.
In May of 2016, Leonard will graduate with a Juris Doctor (J.D.) from The
Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law. In addition to serving on the
School Board, Leonard has been a member of the Newtown Square Rotary Club,
The Newtown Township Planning Commission and The Arc of Delaware County,
an organization that advocates for individuals with intellectual and mental
disabilities.
Leonard says that being a product of the Marple Newtown School District and
having the opportunity to serve on the School Board for the past three years has
been an amazing experience. He is happy about the success of the district and
the progress that has been achieved. The things he is most proud of is that
during his service, the Marple Newtown High School has been ranked the 23rd
Best High School in the Commonwealth, the school district being ranked top
20th in the Commonwealth (K12Niche.com), and Worrall Elementary School
being named a top 100 Best Elementary School (Niche.com). Leonard looks
forward to continuing to work with the administration, faculty and parents on
improving the Marple Newtown School District to ensure that our current and
future students receive the highest quality form of education in our region.

Marple Newtown

Marple Newtown School Board
Member, Proud of District

Left to right: Jessica Gries (Culbertson), Hannah Ongsueng (Worrall), Amanda Collins
(Worrall), Anna Johnson (Culbertson).

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS
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Culbertson, Worrall,
Participate in District 12
String Fest!

The Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) District 12 String Fest
was held on Friday, April 8th at Westtown School. The guest conductor was
Ms. Danielle Garrett, Assistant Conductor of Philadelphia Sinfonia Players. The
student orchestra was comprised of 104 students from various elementary
schools in Delaware and Chester counties. The goal of String Fest is to bring
together diverse, top-tier musicians and provide them a special opportunity to
perform together. Participation is considered an honor; musicians are handpicked by their respective orchestra directors. Congratulations to the Marple
Newtown performers and their teachers, Ms. Laura Wooden and Mrs. Liz Mongan!

•••••
Marple Newtown Receives
NAMM’s Best Communities
for Music Education
Designation!
Congratulations to our Marple Newtown community! This is the fourth year
Marple Newtown has received NAMM's Best Communities for Music Education
award. The distinct honor recognizes and celebrates the support and dedication
devoted to Music Education by our students, parents, teachers, administrators,
school board members and community leaders!
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Mark Aitken and David Dworsky
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You probably recognize Horizon Services from their sponsorship of the
scoreboard at Marple-Newtown High School gymnasium. You might have also
noticed they support the high school website, too. But what you might not
know is that these sponsorships are just a fraction of the support Horizon
Services gives to local communities.
If you are not familiar with Horizon Services, they are the nation’s largest
independently owned plumbing, heating, and air conditioning company. They
serve areas in Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, and Maryland. Horizon is
famous for its customer-centered policies like “on time or your service is free,”
“100% satisfaction or you don’t pay,” and “up front prices, in writing.”
The popularity and success of the company has made it possible to fulfill a key
part of its mission: to pour resources back into the region through Horizon
Helps. Horizon Helps is the community service oriented arm of Horizon Services
designed to assist, support, and raise awareness for charitable causes and
community events throughout our region. Since its establishment in 2010,
Horizon Helps has donated over $2 million to communities in our service area,
and sponsored over 80 little leagues and 209 local charities & community events.
Most importantly, our employees have volunteered more than 20,000 hours in
service to our communities.
“If it’s local and helps build up the community, we love to be a part of it,” says
David Dworsky, Director of Business Development at Horizon Services. Dworsky
states that Horizon Helps fits naturally with the overall Horizon focus on doing
things the right way. He explained that everything Horizon Services does is
centered on making the customer’s experience fantastic, and being charitable is
an extension of that philosophy.
The “always give something back” mentality comes in part from the company’s
humble origins. It started in 1989 as a one-man, one-truck show in original
owner Dave Geiger’s basement and has grown to be the single largest
independently owned HVAC company in the entire country. Horizon Services
has 5 locations: 2 in Delaware, and 1 each in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New
Jersey. With over 15,000 customers a month and more than 700 employees and
400 vehicles, it is one of the fastest growing companies in the region in any
industry.
“We’re happy to be sponsors of Marple Newtown School District,” Dworsky
said. “We look forward to continuing to be a part of this community.”

Marple Newtown

Local HVAC & Plumbing Company
Plays a Big Role in the Community

Athletic Department Update
I. Congratulations to the Marple Newtown High School Bocce Team (see below) for earning second place recognition
at the state championship on March 18 in Hershey, Pennsylvania.
II. Congratulations to the Girls Cross Country and Girls Indoor Track teams. They won the ROAR (Recognizing Our
Academic Responsibility), this award is given to the team with the highest GPA. Their team GPA’s were 97.3 % and 95.3%.
Our overall team GPA’s were 93.2% (Fall) and 91.1% (Winter).
III. Congratulations to our Delaware County Scholar Athletes Julia Lynch (winter/basketball) and Abel Hoff (fall/football).
This award is sponsored by The Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame, Delaware County Chapter. This award is only given
to 8-10 Scholar athletes who achieve high academic and athletic achievements.
IV. Congratulations to Noah Turner (football) National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame Scholar Athlete
Award Winner. This is award is presented by Villanova University.
V. Congratulations to Abel Hoff for being selected to the 15th Annual Pennsylvania Scholastic Football Coaches
Association (PSFCA) East/West All-Star game. The game will be played on Sunday, May 1, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at Cupples
Stadium in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
VI. Congratulations to Anthony Paoletti, he was selected and competed in the Elite 11 Quarterback Showcase Sunday
April 16th in Washington D.C.
Please see the link for forms that are due for this upcoming sports year (16-17). This has all of the necessary paperwork.
www.mnsd.org/1/Content/14.
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Marple Newtown Senior Project
The Marple Newtown High School Senior Project is a “culminating activity” of a student’s high school experience which
synthesizes prior learning to demonstrate mastery of Senior Project goals utilizing written, spoken, and oral skills. The
project beliefs center on the principles that learning occurs in any environment and today’s society expects and demands
that all future employees realize the value of being a life-long learner.
The purpose of the Senior Project is to provide seniors with a practical, invaluable learning situation in a “real world”
application based on their interests. The project relates to life outside the classroom in an authentic work-based
environment and challenges them to apply and analyze the abilities and skills acquired throughout their educational career
in their chosen field of interest.
The Senior Project affords seniors the freedom to go beyond the traditional education approach to leaning. The project
is a realistic experience that brings students face-to-face with the complexities and realities of their interests and dreams.
More importantly, it is a chance for the student to explore the working world, while focusing on the development of skills
in the following areas: accountability, communication (both oral and written), creativity, critical thinking, goal setting,
independent learning, and responsibility.
The Senior Project is entirely student driven. The project centers on the student’s interests and they are responsible to
plan, develop, and implement their project. The project is a graduation requirement and is included in the student’s GPA.
The student may select from a variety of interests such as:
 A Community Service Experience.
 An Original Research Effort.
 A Creative Production.
 A Scientific Investigation.
 A Career Exploration.
KEY DATES:
May 20, 2016
The last day of class for seniors
May 23 to June 10, 2016
Students work on the project at the sponsor’s site under the guidance of the sponsor and meets weekly with their Faculty
Advisor during the first two weeks of the Project
June 7 - 10, 2016
The Oral Presentation is given before the Evaluation Committee
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June 20 - June 24
• Boys Lacrosse Camp (Grades 1-9) 5:00pm - 8:00pm (Mon. Thurs.)
• Tiger Wrestling Camp (Ages 7-16) 5:00pm - 8:00pm (Mon. Thurs.)
June 27 - July 1
• Tiger Football Camp (Grades K-5) 9:00am - 3:00pm (Mon. Thurs.)
July 5 - July 8
• Tiger Football Camp (Grades 6-8) 9:00am - 2:00pm (Wed. - Fri.)
• Tiger Boys Basketball Camp (Ages 7-14) 9:00am - 3:00pm (Tues.
- Fri.)
July 11 - July 15
• Lady Tiger Basketball Camp (Ages 7-14) 9:00am - 3:00pm (Mon.
- Thurs.)
• Tiger Baseball Camp (Ages 8-14) 9:00am - 12:30pm (Mon. Thurs.)
• U.K. Elite 3-Sport Camp (Ages 6-12) 9:00am - 3:00pm
• U.K. Elite Petite Soccer Camp (Ages 3-5) 9:00am – 12:15pm

July 25 - July 29
• Girls Softball Camp (Ages 7-14) 9:00am - 2:00pm (Mon. - Thurs.)
• Junior Tennis Camp (Ages 5-14) 9:00am - 12:00pm
• Tiger Soccer Travel Team Camp, 9:00am - 12:00pm
August 1 - August 5
• Impact Sports All Stars Camp (Ages 6-12) 9:00am - 12:00pm
(Mon. - Thurs.)
• Impact Sports Squiggles Camp (Ages 3-5) 9:00am - 10:15am
(Mon. - Thurs.)
• Jr. Golf Camp (Ages 7-11) 9:30am - 11:30am
August 8 - August 12
• Junior Golf Camp (Ages 12-16) 9:30am - 11:30am
August 15 - August 19
• Geoventures Wilderness Survival Camp (Ages 10-14) 9:00am 12:00pm (Mon. - Thurs.)
August 22 - August 26
• U.S. Sports Multi-Sports Camp (Ages 5-11) 9:00am - 4:00pm
• U.S. Sports Total Sports Squirts Camp (Ages 3-5) 4:30pm 5:30pm

July 18 - July 22
• Tiger Cheerleading Camp (Ages 6-15) 9:00am- 3:00pm (Mon. Thurs.)
• Tiger Soccer Travel Team Camp, 9:00am - 12:00pm

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) initiated an education campaign named No Place
for Hate. Marple Newtown High School Students and Teachers are collaborating on
three projects so that MNHS becomes a designated No Place for Hate by the end of the
school year. Art students were instrumental in the concept and creation of the mural, The
Diversatree. In the mural’s final stage, students will add their fingerprints to symbolize
community and acceptance.
The No Place for Hate Club, partnered with MN’s International Club, surveyed students and
discovered that sixty-eight countries are represented at MN. Flags of these countries were
painted and installed in the high school. The final, “thumbprint” project of the 2015-16 year
will celebrate each student’s uniqueness. MN’s goal is to celebrate diversity by increasing an
appreciation for the richness that diversity brings to a community.
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Registration begins May 2, 2016. Please contact us at 610-353-2326 for more information, or visit us on the web at www.mnrecreation.org

Marple Newtown

Marple Newtown Recreation 2016 Summer Sneak Preview Sports Camps

District Cabinet Members

From Left to Right: Mike Dumin, Gerry Rodichok, Heather Logue, Joe Driscoll, Connie Bompadre,
Jim Orwig.
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Jim Orwig, Director of Human Resources
Jim Orwig is the Director of Human Resources, a position to which he was appointed
in July 2014. Mr. Orwig is responsible for attendance and compensation administration,
benefit plan administration, complying with labor and employment laws, employee
relations to include investigations and discipline, administration of collective bargaining
and other employment agreements.
Mr. Orwig has served in a wide variety of positions during his 28 years of service in the
field of education. Before being appointed as the Director of Human Resources, he was
the principal of Culbertson Elementary School since July 2009. Mr. Orwig is a veteran of
the military and was enlisted in the U.S. Army as a military policeman-which he thought
may be his calling. However, immediately following his discharge from the military, Jim
enrolled at Penn State University where he graduated and obtained employment as
an elementary teacher. This was a perfect fit because Jim knew from an early age that
he wanted a career that centered on working with people. Later, Jim earned a master’s
degree and principal certification from the University of Scranton.

Joseph Driscoll, Business Manager
Joe has been the Business Administrator/School Board Secretary for the Marple
Newtown School District since being hired in 2003. His overall responsibilities include
all financial operations of the school district as well as oversight for the Technology
and Food Service Departments. Since coming on board, he and his dedicated team
have successfully led the district through 13 straight Unqualified Audit Opinions on the
Financial Statements, the rebuilding of the district’s financial and capital reserves which
have resulted in achieving a higher credit rating for the school district, as well as the
ability to fund continuing projects throughout the entire school district.
He has served in a wide variety of positions during his 26 years of school business
service. He started his career as a district accountant in 1990 in another Delaware County
School District, and moved on to positions of increasing responsibility within School
Business, that included employee benefits, technology, purchasing and accounting.
In addition to his current role, Joe also serves as the District’s management trustee for
the Delaware County Public Schools Self-Funded Healthcare Trust. His role with the trust
can be traced back to the trust inception. During his tenure with the trust, he has served
on the board’s executive team as treasurer for two years, and currently serves as the Chair
of the Board of Trustees.
Joe has a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting from West Chester University, and also has a
Master’s in Business Administration (MBA) from Penn State University.
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Dr. Constance
Bompadre, Assistant
Superintendent
In January 2004, Dr. Bompadre
accepted the position of Director
of Elementary Education in the
Marple Newtown School District.
Her role in the district has expanded
to where she is now, the Assistant
Superintendent. Dr. Bompadre has
been both a middle school teacher
and principal and an elementary
school teacher and principal in
surrounding school districts. She
enjoys educational leadership. Over
the years, Dr. Bompadre has taught
graduate level courses for teachers
planning on a career in administration.
As Assistant Superintendent, Dr.
Bompadre supervises the districts’
six principals and four curriculum
supervisors. Instructional leadership,
curriculum development, professional
development, district safety and crisis
planning, and technology integration
are some of the topics that drive
the work that she does at central
office. In 2013, Dr. Bompadre, acting
as interim high school principal,
collaborated with the administrative
team and a school-based committee
to lead the Marple Newtown High
School to a school performance
profile score of 98. Dr. Bompadre
collaborates closely with the Director
of Technology and all the members of
cabinet. Together, the administration
focuses their attention on the needs of
the students and staff.
Dr. Bompadre is a graduate of
West Chester University where she
earned her Bachelor of Science
degree in elementary education
and her Masters’ degree in reading.
Her principal’s certification was
completed at Penn State University.
Dr. Bompadre received her doctorate
in educational leadership in 2002 from
Immaculata University. Since 2011,
Dr. Bompadre has served as a member
of the Women in Leadership and
Service (WILS), which is an advisory
board to the West Chester University
Foundation.
In addition, Dr. Bompadre
has served on the board of the
Read2Dream Foundation since 2014.

Michael Dumin was hired by
the Marple Newtown School to fill
the role of Director of Operations
in January 2007. The Director
of Operations for the Marple
Newtown School District has many
varied responsibilities including;
Transportation, Maintenance,
Custodial Services, Groundskeeping, Security, Building and
Field use and rental, as well as
overseeing construction projects.
With the support of the School
Board, the District Administration,
and the Operations Staff, Mike
successfully led the district
through two major renovation
projects, the Administration
Building and the Marple Newtown
High School. Mike is most proud
of the high school where an
obsolete multi-generational
building was completely
renovated to a new, twentyfirst century high school which
provides an environment that
promotes innovative learning.
Mike has been in Facilities
Management for thirty-nine
years. He started supervising
the maintenance staff of a large
retail center. After a few years
he moved on to managing the
operations of a contract service.
Preferring the in-house personal
touch, Mike then took a position
managing the facilities and
transportation departments for a
large children services agency. He
then combined all his previous
experiences and settled into
Facilities Management for public
schools in 1994.
Mike’s goal for the Marple
Newtown School District is to
provide safe transportation as
well as a clean, safe, functional,
environment for the students, staff,
and community that is appropriate
for twenty-first century learners.
Mike attended Trenton State
College where he majored in
Industrial Arts.

Mrs. Heather Logue serves as the
Supervisor of Special Education for
the district. Mrs. Logue ensures
the district is in Compliance with
Chapter 14 (Special Education)
regulations and guidelines. She is
responsible for transition of early
intervention students, coordination
and approval of extended school year
services, applying for contingency
funds, in district and out of district
special education programming
and reviewing all special education
paperwork for compliance. Mrs.
Logue ensures each special
education student receives a Free
and Appropriate Education from
Kindergarten through twelfth grade.
She provides leadership and utilizes
decision-making skills to oversee
and supervise the special education
programs, special education teachers,
special education assistants and
offerings for the school district.
Mrs. Logue completed her
undergraduate degree at LaSalle
University in Elementary/Special
Education. She obtained her Master’s
Degree in Education and Reading
Specialist Certification from Cabrini
College. Mrs. Logue obtained her
Supervisory Certificate along with
her English as a Second Language
Certificate from Immaculata
University. She is actively pursuing
her Doctor of Education from
Neumann University.
Mrs. Logue believes the most
important goal is that each student
is working to their fullest potential
with the necessary materials making
educational, emotional, behavioral
and functional growth towards their
individual goals. She continually
monitors IEP paperwork for
compliance with all special education
statues.
Mrs. Logue resides in Newtown
Square with her husband and 3 year
old twins. When she is not working,
she enjoys going to the beach,
traveling and spending time with her
children, family and friends.

Gerald J. Rodichok, Ph.D.
Director of Pupil Services
Dr. Rodichok serves as the Director of Pupil
Services for the district. In this position Dr.
Rodichok is responsible for District compliance
with Chapters 12 (Pupil Services), Chapter 14
(Special Education), Chapter 15 (Handicapped
Students – ADA/504) and Chapter 16 (Gifted
Education) of the Pennsylvania Education
Code. Dr. Rodichok supervises a cadre of
support personnel including the Registrar,
the Home & School Visitor, the ACCESS
Coordinator, all Related Services personnel
and clinical consulting staff. Dr. Rodichok is
directly involved in all decisions regarding
exceptional student cases including, in and outof-district placements, Homebound Instruction,
truancy, expulsions, IEP/504 decision making,
new program development and residency
validation.
Educationally, Dr. Rodichok completed his
undergraduate training in clinical psychology
at the University of Southern California. He
obtained a Masters’ degree and a Specialist in
Psychological Services degree in school and
clinical psychology from Central Michigan
University. He obtained his Ph.D from Temple
University. Dr. Rodichok holds certifications
from the PDE as a school psychologist,
supervisor of pupil services and the Letter of
Eligibility for Superintendent. He is also licensed
as a clinical and school psychologist by the PA
Department of State.
Professionally, Dr. Rodichok served 26
years at Elwyn Institute where he worked
first as a school/clinical psychologist, then
as Coordinator of the School Psychology
Department and then as the Director of Clinical
Services. He opened the Outpatient Psychiatric
Clinic at Elwyn and served as its director. Dr.
Rodichok spent seven years as the Director
of Pupil Services for the Interboro School
District prior to assuming the same position
with Marple Newtown in 2009. Dr. Rodichok
maintained a private psychology practice for
over 30 years. Dr. Rodichok has served as an
expert witness in civil, criminal and custody
matters and has worked extensively with legal
counsel. When time has permitted he has
served as an adjunct instructor at Penn State
– Brandywine and Drexel University teaching
undergraduate courses in psychology, human
development and clinical psychopathology.
Dr. Rodichok is the proud father of three adult
daughters all of whom hold Masters’ degrees or
above in their respective fields including law,
psychology and education.
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Mrs. Heather Logue,
Supervisor of Special
Education
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Michael K. Dumin,
Director of
Operations
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Farmers Insurance Agent George Downs
George Downs might have been destined to become an insurance
agent. Decades ago, he realized that a local insurance office could
grow into a “great little community business.” Today, he’s a Farmers
Insurance agent based in Broomall. But that’s not how his career
began.
Having earned a degree in accounting and an MBA, Downs first
worked 15 years for SMS, a health information company, in Malvern.
Beginning in 2005, he held positions with two insurance brokerage
houses. But, while gaining extensive knowledge of the insurance
industry and receiving specialized training, he realized that his
interests and goals were really more community focused. “I knew I’d
find it more rewarding to use my passion, experience and knowledge
to work with people in my local community,” he says.
A path to achieving his objectives finally appeared in 2012. Farmers
Insurance was recruiting new agents. The company, founded in 1928,
had decided to enter the Pennsylvania market and was investing in
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East Coast states to gain an edge on its industry rivals. Downs spent
almost two years establishing an agency in King of Prussia, and, in
2014, finally opened his current office in Broomall, finding the perfect
spot on West Chester Pike.
To Downs, selling insurance is about making sure his clients are wellinformed and protected. “Oftentimes, people think they’re covered for
one thing when they’re actually covered for something else. I really
want my customers to understand what they have and what they
need. For instance, I want them to understand what limited tort and
full tort actually mean.”
He sells auto, homeowners, renters, umbrella and commercial
policies, but, Downs says, “The most important policy I sell is life
insurance. I had two friends with young families pass away at the
early age of 40, so it’s very personal to me. I think of life insurance as a
responsibility we all have to protect our families. Even if you start small,
the important thing is to have something in place to buy time. When
you have it, you’ve done something you need to do and you feel good
about it.”
A Folcroft native, Downs, his wife and six children have lived in
Broomall for 17 years. He’s been on the local Little League board for
15 years and the CYO of St. Anastasia Church for 10 years, serving as a
baseball, basketball and flag football coach. His wife coaches lacrosse
and soccer, directs the St. Anastasia School plays, and is vice president
of the Home and School Board. Two of their six children are still
students at St. Anastasia, three are in high school and one is in college.
“Our wingspan in the community is really wide,” he says with a laugh.
But the intent of his business is still personal and grounded in a
sincere commitment to serve those around him. “With a Farmers
agency, I have the opportunity and time to educate and protect my
friends, family and community members.”
To reach George Downs, call 484.868.6062 or email gdowns@
farmersagent.com.
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Making History on
June 4th at Historic
Newtown Square Day

By Doug Humes, Newtown Square Historical Society
The Newtown Square Historical Preservation Society is
hosting its annual community celebration of local history at
Historic Newtown Square Day on Saturday June 4th, from
10:00 am – 4:00 pm. As always, we will have a variety of historic
sites in the Township open with guides to give you the local
history, including several events at the Garrett Williamson
property, plus live music, food, Revolutionary War re-enactors,
Leni Lenape natives, children’s activities and vendors at the
Square Tavern in the center of town. Start at any one site, pick
up our program with its map and an updated list of activities,
and enjoy learning about the history all around you!
New This Year: In addition, this year we are partnering with
two other great community organizations that day:
• The Newtown Square Fire Company is celebrating its
100th birthday that day with a traditional fire fighters
parade, with 100 or more fire trucks cruising down West
Chester Pike through Newtown Square and ending up at
the parking lot of Main Line Health in the old Ellis College
campus.
• The Newtown Square Railroad Museum, always a
participant on Historic Newtown Square Day, will have
more activities this year, including a small choo choo train
for children to ride, an antique car display, and vendors
offering food and fun for all ages. And of course the main
attraction there is the wonderful collection of full size train
engines, cars, and railroad memorabilia, and a museum on
the history of the railroad that ran to Newtown.
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Schedule of Events

Fire Company Parade: Newtown’s volunteer fire company
was organized in 1916. This year they are celebrating this 100th
anniversary, not with one hundred candles, but 100 fire trucks
from the five county region. Staging of all those trucks begins
at St. Anastasia that morning. The parade then sets off at 11:00
a.m. down the west bound lanes of West Chester Pike through
Newtown Square, and turning right at St. Albans Circle. The
trucks will then make their way to the parking lot of Main Line
Health at the former Ellis College campus, where they will be
judged and prizes awarded. The Fire Company will be handing
out a program – make sure you get one and then make double
sure that you show them your support each year for all that
these volunteers do to keep the community safe. This would be
an appropriate year to show your gratitude in 100 ways!
Historic Sites: Newtown has five historic sites that are on the
National Register of Historic Places. Three of those sites will
be open this year as well as the oldest place of worship in
the community, the Newtown Square Friends Meeting, and a
number of other sites significant to local history.

1711 Newtown Square Friends Meeting &
Cemetery: Newtown Square was settled by Welsh
Quakers. They built an early meeting house at this site in 1711,
and expanded it in 1791. You can still see the architectural
“ghost” of the first building in the second. Come visit where
Newtown Square residents have been worshipping for over
300 years. And then walk through the simple Quaker burying
ground and visit these early settlers.

1828 Paper Mill House & Museum: This area along
Darby Creek was the 19th century version of an industrial
park. Various mills powered by the water flowing from the

Cost?

Tickets are $5 and grant access to
both the Tavern and Paper Mill
House. All other sites are free.
Donations encouraged! The
money that is raised supports
education and preservation in
the Township. A program book
should be available at each site,
with a map and more history
on the sites that are open this
year. Guides will be available to
answer questions.
Marple Newtown | Summer 2016 | in-philly.com 21

creek ground our flour, sawed our wood, and made textiles and paper for
export. And a whole community of workers lived there. In our local history
Museum, we have re-created rooms from their homes, and an 1850 general
store at the site, and the upstairs rooms have a variety of items of local
history on display. Outside, the mill ruins remain to be explored.
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1860 Bartram Bridge: The last remaining covered bridge in Delaware
County, crossing the Crum Creek. Neglect and vandalism almost did the
old bridge in, but history minded residents on each side of the bridge, in
Willistown and Newtown, have raised money to keep the bridge in good
repair. Gates keep out the vandals, but the gates open on this day so you can
visit and see the inside of the bridge, the Burr Arch, and perhaps sneak a kiss
out of sight of prying eyes, as lovers have been doing for over 150 years.

Ten + Artists to Exhibit at
Historic Newtown Square Day
Saturday, June 4th, is Historic Newtown Square Day,
and this year, over ten artists who have had shows at the
Newtown Square Library will be exhibiting their art
between 10:00am and 4:00pm at the 1742 Square Tavern!
They include local favorite Nick Santoleri, Ana Delia
McCormack (owner, ADM Gallery), Michael Albany
(Photographer), Dr. Cheryl Koch, James Cobb, Suzanne
Wasson, Andrea Agresta, Dr. Ruth Ochia, Jeff Simmons,
Kathleen Apfelbaum, Carlene Brod, and more…
The art show will be both inside the 1742 Square Tavern,
and outside, on the Tavern Green. The Square Tavern
is on the corner of 252 and Goshen Road. Parking will
be available directly across 252, at Newtown Square
Presbyterian Church.
22 | Marple Newtown

1742 Square Tavern: This old brick tavern building sat at the crossroads
of history in the winter of 1777-78, witnessing the comings and goings of
British soldiers raiding the countryside, Colonial troops harassing them, and
Major Clark, an American spy headquartered just down the Goshen road,
keeping an eye on all of this and reporting back to General Washington at
Valley Forge. The notorious Captain Fitz, a highwayman known today as
“Sandy Flash”, was a visitor here. No doubt local boy “Mad” Anthony Wane
was as well. And the young boy who was the tavern keeper’s son a few years
before, watched the Revolutionary events from afar, as the court painter to
King George III. Benjamin West, the father of American painting, grew up
here, learned about using colors in his art from local Indians, and went off to
study art in Europe – and never returned. His father’s Square Tavern will be
the center of the day’s events.
Activities on the Tavern Green: Outside of the Square Tavern, various
vendors and other activities will be hosted – bluegrass music, food, crafters,
the 1st Colonial Regiment of Foot Revolutionary Soldiers, some Lenni Lenape
Indians, sheep shearing & blacksmith demonstrations, animals, an art show
and more.
Art Show: This year we have invited artists who have exhibited at the
Newtown Square Library to participate in an art show at the Tavern. Paintings
will be displayed inside the Tavern, and outdoors, on the Tavern Green. The
artists will also have work for sale. What better way to remember Benjamin
West, and honor wonderful local artists, than by celebrating their work at the
boyhood home of the father of American painting!
Raffle Baskets: Our local merchants have donated an amazing collection
of thousands of dollars in merchandise and gift certificates that we have
divided into different baskets of cheer. Buy your raffle tickets and you
choose which baskets you bid on. All items will be on display at the Tavern
Green all day long.
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1895 Newtown Square Railroad Museum: Newtown was served by a passenger
and freight rail line built in the late 1890’s. Passenger service was discontinued
early on, but the “milk run” brought fresh milk from the Pennsylvania Farm to the
Pennsylvania Hospital for much of the 20th century. The original freight house
was moved from its site to the Drexel Lodge property, and a wonderful Railroad
Museum has been created with engines, rolling stock, and great photos and fixtures
that tell about Newtown’s railroad history. And they have a great new addition: one
of the original trolley cars that used to ply the line between 69th Street and West
Chester along West Chester Pike. The old car needs some love, but we hope it has
found a permanent home here in our local railroad museum, and that in the future
you can come back and see the renovations that result from the efforts of enough
generous donors. This is another great site for kids: riding on the small train,
climbing on the big ones, and enjoying the food and wares of the other vendors.
Garrett Williamson Site: Daniel Williamson was one of the earliest settlers in
Newtown, and bought this farm from William Penn in 1692. The farm passed out of
the family briefly, but in 1877, his descendant Elizabeth Williamson re-purchased
262 acres. Elizabeth married Caspar S. Garrett, of the family who owned and
operated mills throughout Delaware County, including the Union Paper Mill on
Darby Creek, and the adjoining “Paper Mill House,” which today houses the museum
of the history of Newtown Township. When Elizabeth died, she left the farm to be
used as a vacation home “for the support and maintenance of poor children and
deserving single women”. One of the old family homes on that site will be open for
tours.
Garrett-Williamson Barn: A great stop for children of all ages! The local 4-H
will show off the farm and various farm animals at the Garrett Williamson Barn,
including a tent, handouts, and kid’s activities with various farm animals.

Delco Veterans Memorial: Delaware County has honored its military veterans
with a beautiful granite memorial visible along West Chester Pike. Come out and
meet some of those veterans, search the memorial wall and learn about the 12
Newtown Square men who served in the Civil War. A recent addition is the statue
honoring “Wild Bill” Guarnere, one of the Band of Brothers, which was installed at
the Memorial last fall.
Come out and enjoy your community and its events, rather than watching them
on TV, reading about them in the newspaper, or hearing about them from friends.
Invite family and friends. The event supports the mission of the Newtown Square
Historical Preservation Society to educate the community on local history and the
importance of preserving and using the historic buildings that we are fortunate
to have in the Community. These buildings exist because people throughout our
history have cared enough to preserve them and hand them down to the next
generation. You join those people who care when you lend a hand in the effort.
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A Message from the Chair of the Board of Supervisors:
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone to Newtown Square! We are honored to be hosting the Delaware County
Fireman’s Parade this year on Historic Newtown Square Day on June 4th. And rightly so as our own Newtown Square Fire Company celebrates their 100th Anniversary of service to the community. While you’re here enjoying the parade, please make sure you
partake in our other activities that day. Historic Newtown Square Day is an annual event led by the Newtown Square Historical
Society on the first Saturday in June. Many of our historical structures will be open, some with interactive displays and reenactments.
Make sure you stop by the Paper Mill House, for sure. The Newtown Square Pennsylvania Railroad Museum will also be open at
Drexel Lodge Park. Stop by, see their latest acquisition, a 1949 trolley that once ran on West Chester Pike, and enjoy a picnic lunch
at the Park. While in town, don’t forget to visit our many fine shops and restaurants. And before you leave, be sure to check out the
4000 sf model railroad display in the basement of the St. Albans Episcopal Church, which will also be open on June 4th. Thanks and
see you on the 4th.
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John A. Nawn, P.E.
Chairman, Newtown Township Board of Supervisors

TOWNSHIP STAFF
Kyle Bendler
Andy Reczek
Shad Sahm
Tim Welch
Len Warren
Karl Keehn
Joe Romano
Catherine Spahr
Suzanne Wolanin
Denise Zurka
Mike Newell
Denise Gibbone
Rich Lafiata
Marie Richards
Harry Robinson
George Sharretts
Christopher Lunn
Stephen Nease

Building Code Official
Inspector/Plans Examiner
Code Inspector/Asst. Zoning Officer
Code & Zoning Enforcement
Electrical Inspector
Fire Marshal
Health Inspector
Planning & Asst. Zoning Officer
Office Manager
Human Resources
Accounts Payable
Utilities Billing Clerk
Finance Manager
Elected Tax Collector
Public Works Supervisor
Director of Public Works
Chief of Police
Township Manager

610-356-0200 ext 118
610-356-0200 ext 116
610-356-0200 ext 113
610-356-0200 ext 142
610-565-0789
610-356-2969
610-356-4040 ext 511
610-356-0200 ext 110
610-356-0200 ext 111
610-356-0200 ext 146
610-356-0200 ext 130
610-356-0200 ext 138
610-356-0200 ext 115
610-356-0200 ext 131
610-356-0200 ext 134
610-356-0200 ext 112
610-356-0602
610-356-0200

Township Hours: 8:30am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
209 Bishop Hollow Rd, Newtown Square, PA 19073
Phone: 610-356-0200 • Fax: 610-356-8722
www.newtowntownship.org
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Municipal Authority
Joseph Sweeney
Maria Kane
Mark Kay
Ed Shrager
Vacancy
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John Nawn, P.E.
Edward Partridge
Tina Roberts-Lightcap
Linda Gabell
Mike Russo

Newtown
Township
Marple Township

Board of Supervisors

Chair
Vice-Chair
Asst. Secretary
Supervisor
Supervisor
Chair
Vice-Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
Member

Parks and Recreation Board
Christopher Anderson
Paul Seligson
Tom Barnes
Jonathan Gifford
Sonia DiValerio

Planning Commission
Curtis Silva
Shimon Guy, P.E.
Leonard Altieri
Jeff French
Clare Frissora
Nicholas Stephanou
Paul Evans

Zoning Hearing Board

Matthew DeNucci, Esq.
Theodore Moser
Lindsey Conan
Robert Lodge
Kevin Basquill
Angelo Mancini

Library Board

Diana Weaver
George Chittenden
Howard Walker
Leslie Sullivan
Bobby Schoenstadt
Theresa Shephard
Arlene Caruso

Chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Member
Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Member		
Member
Alternate
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Member
Member
Director

Environmental Advisory Council
Bruce Killen
Cindy Mehallow
Jennifer Ware
Janet Elliot
Mike McGraw

Chair
Member
Member
Member
Member

Meeting Schedule
All meetings are at 7:00pm unless otherwise noted and take place at the Township
Building
Board of Supervisors
Municipal Authority
Parks & Recreation
Planning Commission
Zoning Hearing Board
Library Board
EAC

2nd & 4th Monday 7:30pm
1st Monday
1st Thursday
4th Thursday
3rd Thursday
3rd Thursday
4th Wednesday 7:30pm

Look for us on:
facebook.com/newtowntownshipdelco
twitter.com/NewtownTwpDelco
Sign up for news updates at Notify Me! on the Township website,
www.newtowntownship.org.
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A Message from the Chief of Police:
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Emergency Notification System
In 2016 Newtown Township transitioned to a new emergency notification system powered by
Everbridge. The enhanced emergency notification system, called Delaware County Community
Alert System, or Delco Alert, is an enhanced tool to ensure public safety at the highest level in
the community.
Whether it’s a severe storm, an Amber alert or a threat to your home or business – Newtown
Township and Delaware County residents now have an upgraded notification system where
they can receive emergency notices through their phones, email and mobile devices. The
DelcoAlert system has been in use since 2008, but as of July 1, 2015 has been upgraded using
the latest technology. Current subscribers as well as all new subscribers are asked to register
for the enhanced service. Delaware
County is one of five suburban
counties using the Everbridge
notification system, funded through
the Department of Homeland
Security. People can enroll in
Delaware County’s DelcoAlert system
in addition to the systems of other
counties.
Residents and businesses are
encouraged to take advantage of
this emergency system. People
can get warnings, road closures,
missing person reports and other
critical information. Subscribers
can opt in and opt out at any time
for the types of alerts they want to
receive. DelcoAlert is a free service
and it’s simple to register. To sign up,
residents with at least two methods
of (for example an email address
and a phone number), you can go
to the Township Website at www.
newtowntownship.org and click
on “DelcoAlert” under the Quick
Links section. If you don’t have the
required two methods of notification
and want to sign up for DelcoAlert,
you can stop by the police station
and fill out a form. The new system
will allow users to set up a preferred
method of receiving alerts in a preselected order. The notification will
be sent to all devices, from text
and voicemail to email, in the order
preferred by the user and stop when
the user acknowledges receipt of the
message.
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What is the process?

• Project Initiation (December 2014)
• Existing Conditions Analysis (through April 2015)
• Issue Identification and Establishing Goals (through
July 2015)
• Land Use Options and Impacts (through November
2015)
• Draft Plan Update (through May 2016)
• Adoption (hopefully by July 2016)

What have we done so far:

Activities:
1. Public workshops and meetings
2. Community Survey
Reviewed:
1. Traffic and transportation (including public)
2. Housing needs
3. Parks and recreation
4. Community facilities
5. Natural features of the township
6. Existing Land use
7. Possible Future Land Use scenarios

What is happening now?

The planning team is pulling the information gathered
from sub-committee review, public meetings and
workshops, the community survey and other analyses to
prepare a plan to meet the needs of the Township for the
next ten years.

What happens next?
•
•
•
•

Public review of the draft of the Comprehensive Plan
Adjacent municipal review and comment
School district review and comment
Delaware County Planning Commission review and
comment
• The BOS will hold a public hearing prior to adoption
• BOS adoption by resolution

With spring here and summer coming, this is a prime time
to work on the house. Many upgrades require a permit but
some do not. Here is an example of when you may or may
not need a permit. But remember, a phone call to Newtown
Township (610-356-0200) is the best--and only--way to
determine if you need a permit and avoid violations or fines!

You Do Need a permit
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Demolishing walls
Changing the house’s roofline.
Installing any new electrical wiring.
Installing a fence
Doing anything with a sewer line.
Building an addition.
Any Accessory building
Exterior doors, windows and skylights that require a
new opening.
Electrical circuits and service.
Fireplaces, wood-burning stoves, and inserts.
Garage conversions
New furnaces.
New water heaters.
Moving plumbing or new plumbing
Anything that increases Impervious Surface

You Might Need One (CALL THE TOWNSHIP TO CHECK)
•
•
•
•
•

Replacing an existing window or door.
Re-roof
Deck repairs
Deck installation
Driveways

You Might Not Need One

• Putting in any kind of hard flooring (wood, laminate,
vinyl, etc.) or carpeting.
• Replacing an existing sink.
• Interior or exterior painting.
• Upgrading your countertops or cabinets
• Exterior siding
• Replacing existing electrical outlet, fixtures or switches
• Bathroom and kitchen fixture replacements

Types of Permits:
•
•
•
•
•

Soil Erosion and Grading Permit
Building/Zoning Permit
Mechanical (HVAC), Electrical, Plumbing Permit
Fire Sprinkler and Alarm Permit
Sewer Connection Permit
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The Comprehensive Plan is essentially a growth
management plan with a ten-year time horizon. It
identifies current issues and opportunities related to land
use, housing, transportation, utilities, and public facilities
and services. Based on input from residents, it establishes
plans and policies to achieve the community’s growth
management goals. The Comprehensive Plan serves as a
guide for future planning initiatives and regulations.

DO I NEED A
PERMIT?

Newtown
Township
Marple Township

What is the
Comprehensive Plan?
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Library News

Newtown Square Library Welcomes
BioEngineer and Acrylic Artist,
Dr. Ruth Ochia, throughout May! By Terri McCarthy (Morrison)
If you were a student studying
bioengineering at Temple University, you
might enjoy taking one of Dr. Ruth Ochia’s
classes. She specializes in the biomechanics
of human injury. But her expertise is not
limited to the sciences. Her talents in the
arts are well-known in the Delaware Valley,
and will be showcased at the Newtown
Square Public Library throughout May.
Ruth’s interest in art started back in middle
school, but studies and preparation for
her career kept that avocation in the
background until her son was born in 2004.
After he arrived, Ruth returned to
painting, and chose to work in watercolors
because she didn’t want the solvents
associated with other media in her home.
Interestingly, when people would look at
her watercolors, they would remark: “Oh,
you paint in acrylic!” Ruth explained why
everyone made that assumption:
When people think of watercolors, they
usually anticipate seeing a rather soft
painting with a “washy” look to it. And since
I liked more pigment, I always laid down
very intense, defined colors -which isn’t
what they expected.
Then when I switched to acrylics,
everyone said “Oh, you paint in oil!” This
is because I use an acrylic medium, and
less water in my colors. I also literally lay
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the paint on with a palette knife. So the
work tends to be a little more vibrant, and
glossier than most of the acrylic paintings
you see. (When you just mix acrylic with
water, it can look a little dull when it dries.)
Dr. Ochia enjoys painting a variety of
subjects, but she is particularly drawn to
landscapes and still life studies. Her works
are popular, and the large painting called
“The Farm at Howard Lake” (which is behind
her in the photo) was one of two accepted
at the Main Line Spring Gala exhibit. That
Minnesota farm has been in her husband’s
family for generations, and she painted it
from a photograph – which is how many
of her landscapes come about. Treasured
images captured on family travels often
inspire full-blown paintings down the road.
It actually does not take Dr. Ochia
long to complete a smaller painting. She
focuses well, and paints relatively quickly
– especially when surrounded by other
artists. Ruth is one of many local talents
who enjoy taking classes at Ana Delia
McCormack’s gallery in Newtown Square.
www.admgalleryandstudio.com She finds
Ana’s guidance and the camaraderie of
fellow painters to be of great benefit. The
encouraging, professional atmosphere
is both exhilarating, and gives her a
structured time to paint. And within several

classes, or six to eight hours – she can do
an entire floral study. Ruth is one of several
ADM Gallery artists whose paintings will be
displayed in the 1724 Tavern at the corner
of 252 and Goshen Road during Historic
Newtown Square Day this coming June 4th,
2016
So why would a successful bioengineer
pursue such a divergent path in a
completely different field?
Art is not scientific. It’s not quantitative.
But I can’t imagine not painting! I love color
and expansive, big canvases. It’s emotional,
creative, and fulfilling. And it balances me.
The Friends of the Newtown Square
Library are delighted to feature Dr. Ruth
Ochia’s work this May! For more information
about her paintings, visit her website at
www.ruthochia.weebly.com .
The Newtown Square Public Library is
located at 201 Bishop Hollow Road, Newtown
Square, PA. Call (610) 353-1022 for further
information, visit their website at http://www.
newtownlibrary.org.
Terri McCarthy (Morrison) is coauthor of nine
books, including Kiss, Bow or Shake Hands®The
Bestselling Guide to Doing Business in More
Than Sixty Countries*
An Amazon bestseller, with over 350,000 copies
sold. www.TerriMorrison.com 610.725.1040.

Fourth Thursday Book Club
Meets the fourth Thursday in Library
@ 7 p.m.
Join us for this new book discussion
group! The selected books are an
eclectic assortment of fiction and nonfiction titles that have been recently
published.

How to Write an
Effective Business Plan

3D Printing
coming in
May 2016 to
Newtown Public
Library

Tuesday, May 17 @ 7 p.m.
A good business plan is the key
element for launching or growing
a business enterprise. But the
business plan is not a “once and done”
document to be put on the shelf.
Successful businesses know how to
use the business plan to run their
enterprises. This presentation focuses
on what a business plan is and what it
is not. The attendee will learn why the
business plan is so important and how
it is used to make a variety of business
decisions. The presentation concludes
with a discussion of the various
components of the business plan and
their place in the document. Presented
by Bob Wingerter and Chester and
Delaware County SCORE. Registration
required.

Medigap Basics
Friday, May 20 @ 2 p.m.
Learn fundamental information about
Supplemental Plans terminology,
selection, cost (consumers can save
some of the 20% cost that Medicare
medical expenses don’t cover,
such as co-pays, co-insurances and
deductibles). Presented by Apprise
State Health Insurance Assistance
Program. Registration required.

Thanks to the generosity of the Friends of
Newtown Public Library, the Library will be
offering 3D printing service to the community
as well as 3D printing training and programs
beginning in May 2016. 3D printing is the process
of creating a physical object from a digital model.
It is also known as additive manufacturing
because the physical model is built one layer at
a time from the bottom up. 3D printing provides
an opportunity for everyone to take an idea from their imagination, design it, and
create a physical model. Newtown Public Library is actively building a community
environment that nurtures creativity while stimulating and supporting learning and
innovation.
Patrons will be able design items on their own and then schedule to print their
design at the library. The library recommends using the free, browser-based program
called Tinkercad for beginners. Other free programs are Blender, Sketchup or 123D
Design. Designs can also be downloaded from Thingiverse, a design community
for sharing 3D printable objects. Once a design is created or selected, patrons can
schedule to print an object by providing a .stl file on a flash drive. The only cost to the
patron would be for the filament used for the printing. Prior to printing, staff will review
the design with the customer to show how the computer is interpreting their design
and to determine if there are any problems. All prints must adhere to the library’s 3D
Printer Acceptable Use Policy.
The Library’s new 3D printer is a Lulzbot Mini. 3D printers use filament to produce
items. The library will have two different types of filament available: PLA (Polyactic Acid
– derived from renewable plant-based starches) and HIPS (High Impact Polystyrene).
Several colors will be available but only one color will be available per print job. The
maximum size of a print size (inches) is 6(w) x 6.2(h) x 6(d).

Join us this summer at Newtown Public
Library! We’ll have fun for everyone! Check
out our website for a listing of events. We
also have a Summer Learning Club where
you can earn prizes by reading or being
read to!
We are excited to offer GSK’s Science
in the Summer, a FREE program from
GlaxoSmithKline that helps kids “grow into
science.” Classes are open to kids entering
grades 2 to 6. Spaces are on a first-come,
first served basis. REGISTRATION begins
MAY 4th.

THIS YEAR’S TOPIC IS
OCEANOGRAPHY!
Course dates: June 29 & 30
Level I (entering grades 2 & 3):
10 AM to noon
Level II (entering grades 4 to 6):
1 to 3 PM
See www.scienceinthesummer.com for
more information.

Turtle Dance Music
An inclusive, interactive concert that’s fun
for the whole family!
July 20th @ 10 AM
For all ages. No registration required.

Next Generation Yoga
Yoga comes to life in this fun and creative
program that combines storytelling and
yoga!
Friday, June 24th @ 10 AM
Best for ages 2 & up.
PLEASE REGISTER online or call
610-353-1022.

Dance me a Story
Act out a story using dance! Back by
popular demand!
Monday, June 13th @ 10:15 AM
Best for ages 2 to 6.
No registration required.
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Public Works News

Public Works – Caring for Newtown’s Roads
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By George Sharretts, Director of Public Works and Roadmaster
The first Saturday in June is always a great
day in Newtown Square. Our community’s
historical sites are open with volunteers at
the ready to share the local history with all
those who visit. It is a perfect time to see
so much of what Newtown has to offer – to
visit these remarkable sites, experience the
Township’s parks, trails and library, and to
check out some of the local businesses. In
particular, it is a time to be proud of our
history and those who have preserved it for
those of us who came through Newtown a
bit later.
As I work in the realm of Public Works,
I also take time to think about the
infrastructure that existed years ago. I love
when I find an older picture that shows
the street signs or street lights of the time.
Period maps show the roads that were
here and the spaces where we know they
would be but were not there yet. I was
recently reading Historic Newtown Township
– a book published in 1984 following
Newtown’s Tercentennial (a scan of this
book is published on the Newtown Square
Historical Society’s website). Throughout
the book you can piece together the
history of our road infrastructure. One
reads about how in the late 1600’s the first
settlers arrived to untouched forests, with
no roads in Newtown -- only winding paths
that had been made first by animals of the
forest then by the local Native Americans.
These paths were widened and new ones
made for carts and horses. As these pioneer
colonists made a space in the forest for
crops and to build their first homes, roads
became a pressing necessity. Soon, each
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patent would contain a clause stipulating
an allowance for roads. Petitions would
be brought before juries, proposed routes
reviewed and plans for construction
formulated. The earliest reference to a road
in Newtown, later known as Newtown
Street Road, was in 1683 during a dispute
between a landowner through whose land
this new road was to run and his fellow
colonists who had petitioned for it.
As population grew, requests for new
roads increased. The Goshen or Haverford
Road appears to have been laid out in 1687
and completed to Goshen in 1719. Roads
were designed to cross at right angles
following William Penn’s original plans.
Eventually the road which would later

become West Chester Pike was laid out. A
main entrance into Philadelphia for farmers
and mill owners along the way, it was by the
1840’s in significant need of improvement
from a dirt road. By making it a toll road,
funds were raised to widen it and surface it
with wooden Hemlock planks. These were
eventually replaced with Black Oak planks,
then by 1867 it was repaved with crushed
stone and in 1918 the Pennsylvania State
Department of Highways took the road over
– paving it near the end of World War I.
The maintenance of these local roads
was often a local effort. Farmers were
given tax credit for maintaining roads
along their properties and for cleaning
the gutters and culverts. Eventually, the

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF GOSHEN ROAD IN THE EARLY 1900’S, RENDITION OF A PLANK ROAD,
HISTORICAL MAP AND THOMAS NEWBY PROVIDED BY THE NEWTOWN SQUARE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Township employed a crew of men to build
and maintain roads. Into the early 1900’s
rebates on taxes were given to those who
kept water troughs filled for the use of
horses in various parts of the township and
for the use of wagons in work done for the
township. Even as late as 1938, part-timers
worked for the township “sometimes for a
small wage and other times they took their
pay in firewood or fill for their backyard,”
according to Thomas Newby, who retired
in 1973 after 35 years as roadmaster (a
title that stemmed from the time when
the Supervisors were known as “Road
Supervisors” until their duties expanded far
beyond that one responsibility).
Today, the role of the Public Works
Department has also grown considerably
from our Township’s origins. However,
the care of our roads remains at its heart.
We no longer use horses in our work (and
fortunately are no longer compensated
in firewood either!) The vehicles and
equipment we use are needed for the
50.65 miles of paved roads we care for
(augmented by another 15.78 miles cared
for by PennDOT). Today, our equipment
consists of four MACK Trucks, three Ford

550 Dump trucks, a Ford 350 utility truck,
a 1998 Case Backhoe 580 and a 2008 Case
Loader 621. This year our Street Sweeper
Truck, purchased in 1994 and frequently
out of service due to mechanical problems,
will be replaced with a new 2016 Street
Sweeper. Clean streets are critical not only
for beautification but more importantly
for the care of the stormwater that runs
into the inlets and from there into our
streams. This new tool will allow for the
cleaning of the roads as well as for the
inlets themselves. We hope to have it in
service by early June.
The demands and stress on our roads
are well beyond that of years gone by.
Dirt, wooden planks and crushed stone
just do not cut it anymore. Life was simpler
in the previous 300 years, and today a
road requires much more engineering and
construction than before. The horses and
carriages have given way to thousands of
tons of automobiles and trucks putting
daily pressure on these thoroughfares.
For the past few years the Township has
embarked on an aggressive road program
to provide our residents, visitors and
businesses the best roads possible. Our
approach has been to resurface as many
roads as we can afford to PROPERLY. It is
tempting to take a cheaper route – to make
more roads “pretty” fast – choosing quantity
over quality. That would provide a shortterm gain, but it would be in appearance
only. Such an approach would not be right
for our community in the long-term. We
will resurface and rebuild properly as much
as we can as fast as we can while being
able to look the next generation in the
eye and promise that we did our best with
the resources entrusted to us. Since 2013
the Township has repaired and resurfaced

9 roads in their entirety and significant
portions of 7 others, along with repair or
replacement of over 70 stormwater inlets.
As of this writing, several years of road
work was successfully bid out at once,
and we intend to repair and resurface

an additional 13 roads with significant
portions of 3 others as well. We base our
work on condition and not aesthetics.
Know that we have the best interests of the
Township’s infrastructure at heart when we
recommend a road for such work.
Understand too that a lot of other
infrastructure goes along with these
roads. We have been gradually replacing
all street signs with those that meet the
latest visual standards, working to upgrade
our traffic signals to help best direct all of
the vehicular traffic and are investigating
the upgrading of our street lighting with
LED lights to provide energy efficient and
consistent night-time light to drive safely
by.
With well over 300 years of history
riding on our community’s roads and other
infrastructure, know that your Public Works
Department takes our critical role – and our
behind-the-scenes part of that history – as
seriously as one can.
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Recycling in Newtown…
Something everyone can do to help.

Thank you to all of our residents, businesses, institutions and visitors for your continuing efforts to recycle and to promote recycling in
Newtown Township.
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Recycling in Newtown Township is important for our environment, but is also mandated in Pennsylvania as specified in PA ACT 101 as
well as locally by Newtown Township’s Recycling Ordinance, 1990-1. See the Newtown Township General Code Chapter 141, Article IV
for more information.
• Residents easily recycle “single stream” twice each month. See the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for your
collection dates, a recycling area map, listing of materials we can recycle and other important information.
• Businesses and institutions make their own arrangements with the company and method of their choice to recycle. They report
annually to the Township their results, illustrating not only their compliance with the state and local requirements, but also their
commitment to our community and its environment.
Together we are making a difference.

YES - Please Recycle:

• Paper
(white & colored paper, staples and paperclips are OK)
• Cardboard
• Aluminum, Bi-metal, & Steel Cans
• Plastics #1 – #7 (except #6)
• Glass
• Envelopes
(with windows)
• Junk Mail/ Newspaper
• Magazines & Phone Books
Residential Single-Stream Recycling Collections
occur from each home twice every month:
Zone #1 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and
Zone #2 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays.
There is no collection when there is a 5th Thursday in a month.
Be sure to have your recycling out and ready to be collected
before 7:00 AM.
Recycling days that fall on holidays will be collected the following day.
Please visit the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for
additional recycling information, schedules, maps and Household
Hazardous Waste Collection, Electronic Recycling and Yard Waste
Collection events.

www.newtowntownship.org
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If you are fortunate to live along one of our community’s streams, you play a major role in keeping the stream healthy
and clean. Here are a few ways to protect your stream from pollution and erosion.
1. Plant trees or shrubs along the stream. Roots will hold the soil together and fallen leaves form the base of the food
chain in the stream.
2. Create a “no mow” zone along the stream, allowing taller grasses
to grow. This will stabilize streambanks and filter pollutants from
runoff before reaching the stream. Just a few feet of no mow zone
will make a difference, but extend this area as much as you can.
3. Place structures outside of the floodplain. To the extent possible,
keeping garden sheds, driveways and other improvements away
from the stream will give rainwater a chance to soak into the
ground.
4. Go easy on the fertilizer. Use them only in accordance with
manufacturer’s guidelines and only when you are certain it is not
going to rain soon. In areas that drain to a stream or pond, try
going without fertilizer.
5. Keep grass clippings, manure, and other waste piles away from the
stream. Nutrients and other pollutants can easily be washed into
the stream.
6. Keep animals out of streams.
7. Redirect your downspouts onto lawn or natural areas and away from
driveways that lead to stormdrains in your street or streams. Better
yet, direct them to a garden with water-loving plants.
For more tips on how to care for your streamside property, including
recommendations on trees and flowers to plant, visit Newtown Township’s
website at www.newtowntownship.org and click on the “Stormwater /
MS4” quick link.
Message from Newtown Township, the Chester Ridley Crum Watersheds Association
and the CRC MS4 Education and Outreach Partnership
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Making Your Waste
History
In an effort to better serve the residents of Newtown Township, a
decision has been made to move from annual sewer billing to quarterly
sewer billing. We believe this transition will provide some major benefits
to its residents and businesses.
First, this should improve the overall customer service of the billing
by giving the Township the opportunity to design new sewer bills that
provide better detail and enhanced clarity of what is currently being
charged. Second, unlike the former annual bills that necessitated
a larger one-time payment by the resident or business, quarterly
billing will allocate the cost over four quarters. Lastly, this method
gives Newtown the chance to bill based off current usage. In the past,
Newtown Township’s sewer bills were based on the previous year’s water
consumption.
In 2016, bills will be calculated using water consumption during each
current quarter. While quarterly billing gives residents and businesses
“real time” usage billing, the Township still need to make up for the year
that we have always billed behind. So as not to excessively burden those
who pay sewer bills, Newtown will charge for this missing year gradually
over 4 years. In other words, each quarterly bill will also include 1/16 of
what would have been the 2015 annual bill. This gradual payment of the
missing 2015 sewer bill over 4 years time should bring your sewer billing
up-to-date without adding an excessive financial hardship to you.
Newtown believes that the switch to quarterly, will not only improve
the overall satisfaction of its residents, but also put the Township as a
whole in a better place moving forward.
Rich Lafiata
Finance Manager

Thinking Ahead…
• Marple Newtown Independence Day
Parade
Monday, July 4th –running along West Chester
Pike, beginning at Saint Alban’s Circle in Newtown
Square at 10:00 am and concluding at the Broomall
Fire Company on Malin Road at approximately
12:00 noon.

• Live Concert at Drexel Lodge Park,
featuring J D Malone Band – A Gritty Rock
Band breaking out
Saturday , September 10, 2016 from 5:00pm – 8:00
pm
Bring lawn chairs, picnic blankets, munchies &
beverages
No alcohol please

• Newtown Square Neighbors Festival
September 17, 2016 at the Ellis Preserve
featuring:
• Local Food Vendors
• Live Music
• Kickstart 5k
Email: newtownsquareneighbors@comcast.net for
more info!
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The Notorious Fitz
By Doug Humes, Newtown Square Historical Society
I am currently reading “The Story of
Kennett”, written by Bayard Taylor and
published in 1866. He tells a fictionalized
tale of life in the late 18th century in
Kennett Square, a long way from our
Newtown Square. And yet there is a
common thread.
The villain of the book is “Sandy Flash”, a
highwayman who accosts people on the
local roads and relieves them of their
valuables at gunpoint. Taylor admits in his
prologue that this is a fictitious character,
but drawn from a local character from that
part of Chester County that people of his
time would recognize. The fictitious Sandy
was betrayed by his love interest, and
ended his life at the wrong end of a rope in
Chester, Pennsylvania.
The historical model was James
Fitzpatrick, the self-styled Captain Fitz. He
was a strong and handsome local boy from
southern Chester County who lived during
the American Revolution. He joined the
American army, but like many boys raised
on the frontier, he did not take well to
military discipline, and apparently was
whipped from some minor infraction. That
was enough of the army life for him and so
he deserted and went home to work on the
local farms again. Later on, two soldiers
were dispatched to bring back the deserter,
and they found him working in the fields
near his mother’s house. He asked if he
could go to the house to say goodbye
before going with his captors, went in the
door, grabbed his gun, and then confronted
the two and ran them off his land.
No longer safe at home, he went on the
lam, and began his short career as a
highwayman during the time of the British
occupation of Philadelphia in 1777-78. He is
reported to have given them local
information which let the British surprise
and defeat Washington’s army at
Brandywine. He robbed, whipped and

humiliated local travelers on the roads –
and was partial to tax collectors. When the
British left Philadelphia in June of 1778,
Fitzpatrick lost his legal protection. A
warrant was issued for his arrest, together
with a substantial reward offer of £1000;
and at a farmhouse in Edgmont (now the
Edgmont Shopping Center), Captain McFee
and his maidservant, Rachel Walker, tackled
Fitz, tied him up and turned him over to the
authorities. He was promptly tried,
convicted, and “hung by the neck until
dead”.
In 1922, another author, Captain Clifton
Lisle, took Taylor’s villain, and devoted a
whole book to him with his “Sandy Flash,
the Highwayman of Castle Rock”. All of the
larger than life stories that had grown up
around Sandy Flash were re-told in detail in
the Lisle book. The real Fitz merged with the
fictitious Flash, and in the 21st century, who
knows the difference?
I’ve been searching for that line between
truth and fiction, and also seeking local
connections. There are at least three stories
that have a Newtown tie. Fitz had an
accomplice, Mordecai Dougherty, who took
care of the horses of the travelers at the
tavern in the Taylor book. A later writer said
that Dougherty was actually the hostler at
the Square Tavern in Newtown. A
Springfield boy recalled years later of a man
stopping by the Fox Chase Tavern (which
still stands as an office building) to have his
horse shod. The stranger asked what the
boy knew about Captain Fitz. The boy
admitted that everyone was afraid of him.
The stranger flipped a coin to the boy and
told him to tell his friends that he had met
Captain Fitz. The most colorful Newtown
connection is given in Ashmead’s 1884
History of Delaware County. In that account,
Fitz walked into the Square Tavern with
both pistols drawn, called for a drink and
downed it while still holding one pistol,
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then said “Good day, gentlemen” and
backed out of the door, jumped on his
horse, and disappeared … in a flash, no
doubt.
A few of us in the Historical Society
formed a posse to track down the historical
Captain Fitz and re-trace his haunts. Jack
Lear ended up writing up the results, in a
thoughtful look based on primary
documents that still exist. His paper can be
found on our website, at http://www.
historicnewtownsquare.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015-sandy-flash-lear-paper.pdf.
We still don’t have all of the answers, and
the actual “Captain Fitz” (as he was referred
to in a contemporary woman’s
correspondence) was still a colorful
character, though probably not the Robin
Hood type that he morphed into at the
hands of friendly authors.
If you want to walk in the steps of the
notorious Captain Fitz, read those two great
books (available in the Delco library system)
and Jack’s paper, and then come to the
Square Tavern on Historic Newtown Square
Day, June 4th from 10 am - 4:00 pm, and
bring your imagination.
Doug Humes is a board member of the
Newtown Square Historical Society. Visit our
website at www.historicnewtownsquare.org
for more information.
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MARPLE NEWTOWN RECREATION
Providing Recreational, Cultural and Educational Programs & Activities to the Marple Newtown Community since 1970.

COMMUNITY CENTER
Where To Find Us
The Marple Newtown Recreation
office is located in Room 124 inside the
Robert C. Gauntlett Community Center.
Directional signs are posted. Office hours
are Monday through Friday from 8:30am
to 4:30pm.
Please access the Community Center
and Recreation Office from the West
Chester Pike side of the building via the
gym or side building entrances. Parking
is available in the West Chester Pike lot.

DISCOUNT TICKETS
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Theme Park Tickets
Marple Newtown Recreation will be selling
discount tickets to the following attractions this
summer: Dorney Park & Wild Water Kingdom; Six
Flags Great Adventure; Hersheypark; The Philadelphia Zoo; Sesame Place; Morey’s Piers; Dutch
Wonderland; PA Renaissance Faire; Elmwood Park
Zoo; The Baltimore Aquarium; The Splash Zone
Water Park; Diggerland USA; and The Adventure
Aquarium. Tickets are valid for the entire 2016 operating season and can be purchased in the recreation office of the Gauntlett Community Center.
The office is open Monday through Friday from
8:30am to 4:30pm. Once purchased, tickets are
non-refundable. Credit/bank cards not accepted
for theme park tickets – these transactions are
cash only. Please call the office (610-353-2326) to
confirm ticket availability.

ADULT
Bocce Ball League
Marple Newtown Recreation’s Fall Adult Bocce
Ball League is scheduled to begin in early September. Games will be played at the new Bocce
Ball Court (financed by the Broomall Rotary Club)
located at Veterans Memorial Park in Broomall.
Teams/players wishing more information about
the league should contact the recreation office at
610-353-2326.

Tai Chi – 24 Form
Tai Chi is one old form of Chinese exercise
beneficial to health, and it is also a subtle, sophisticated, and scientific method of self-defense.
It is basically made out of several forms or sets
originally derived from martial arts, and it takes
the forms of the natural movements of animals
and birds. However, unlike martial arts, Tai Chi is
performed deliberately slow, softly, and gracefully with smooth and even transitions between
movements. Those who practice regularly will
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develop a healthy body and a calm, tranquil
mind. It also provides a practical avenue for learning about balance, alignment, fine-scale motor
control, and rhythm of movement. Therefore, the
practice will enable you to better stand, walk, run
and correct poor posture. This program is suitable for people of all ages and requires no special
equipment. Class will meet at the Gauntlett Community Center. Lucia Coren will provide authentic
Chinese instruction. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: June 22 – Aug. 24
Day: Wednesday
Time: 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Price: $60

Walk Live
Walk Live is the live version of Leslie Sansone’s
indoor aerobic walking program which has been
helping people get fit for over 25 years. In a Walk
Live class, participants walk 1, 2 and 3 miles in
a group setting, using the proven techniques
of Leslie’s Walk at Home program. With just four
basic steps, participants get a safe, effective and

FUN workout. Participants will utilize all muscles
in the body by incorporating simple arm movements which provides strength training. Each session begins with a warm-up to prepare the body
for exercise, and a cool-down to bring the heart
rate and breathing back to normal for an overall
safe workout. This indoor aerobic walk class is
geared for those who enjoy walking for fitness
and weight loss. All ages are welcome. Participants should use a good pair of walking/fitness
shoes and wear comfortable clothing. A towel
and bottle of water are recommended. Class will
be held at the Gauntlett Community Center. The
program coordinator is Barb Campbell, a certified
Walk Live instructor. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: June 1 – July 6
Day: Wednesday
Time: 7:15pm – 8:00pm
Price: $60

Adult Beginner Tennis Camp
Learn the basics of tennis in a one week
Adult Beginners Camp starting July 25th. The
fundamental strokes (forehand & backhand),
serves and volleys will be taught and practiced
using fun drills and games. The basic positions for
singles and doubles will be covered as well as the
rules of the game so that everyone will feel ready
to begin playing this very social sport. Instruction
will be provided by Marple Newtown Boys and
Girls Varsity Coach Tom Harker and his assistants.
Participants should wear loose comfortable
clothing and sneakers. Rackets will be available
for those who may need one. The program will
be limited to 12 campers and will take place at
the Marple Newtown High School Tennis Courts.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 25 – July 29
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Time: 6:30pm – 8:00pm
Site: MNHS Tennis Courts
Price: $105

Tiger Baseball Camp
Players ages 8 to 14 will get instruction in
throwing, fielding, hitting, base running, and
infield & outfield play. In addition, there will be
simulated games each day. Each camper will
get a T-shirt and an individual player evaluation at the end of the week. Camp will be held
at the Marple Township Little League Thomas
Field Property (Cedar Grove Rd. & Highland
Ave.). Players must have their own glove. Metal
spikes are not permitted. Camp coordinators are
Mark and Jason Jordan. Former high school and
college players will serve as counselors. In case
of inclement weather, please call the recreation
office (610-353-2326) after 8:30am for instruction.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 11 – July 14
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 12:30pm
Site: Thomas Field
Price: $95

Zumba Toning

Tiger Cheerleading Camp

Saturday morning Zumba® Toning combines
your favorite zumba rhythms with a component
of toning exercises for the legs, buttocks, arms,
abdominals and core section. When it comes to
body sculpting, Zumba Toning raises the bar (or
rather, the toning stick). It combines targeted
body-sculpting exercises and high-energy cardio
work with Latin infused zumba moves to create a
calorie-torching, strength-training dance fitness
party. Students learn how to use lightweight,
maraca-like toning sticks to enhance rhythm and
tone all their target zones, including arms, abs
and thighs. Zumba Toning is a perfect way for
enthusiasts to sculpt their bodies naturally while
having a blast. Please bring a set of weights (3-5
lbs.) for the arm work and an exercise mat for the
core and stretching. A great way to start your
weekend! Class will be held at the Community
Center Gym and will be conducted by Pam Nelson. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.
org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 9 – Aug. 13
Day: Saturday
Time: 8:30am – 9:45am
Price: $60

This four-day camp to be held at Marple
Newtown High School is planned for girls ages
6 to 15 and will cover all aspects of cheerleading including dance routines and cheers. Spirit
Day preparation will also be included during the
week. Comp conducted by the MN High School
Cheer Team and Coaching Staff. All campers
should bring their lunch on a daily basis and
swimming gear on Tuesday & Thursday. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call
610-353-2326.
Dates: July 18 – July 21
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Site: MN High School
Price: $130

Lady Tiger Basketball Camp
All girls ages 7-14 are encouraged to improve
their basketball skills during this instructional
camp at Marple Newtown High School. Campers
will receive instruction on both individual and
team offensive (ball handling, passing & shooting) and defensive (rebounding, man-to-man

Boys Tiger Lacrosse Camp
Whether you are a beginner wanting to learn
the fundamentals of the game or an experienced
player looking to advance your skills, the Tiger
Lacrosse Camp is for you! The camp is designed
so that players (grades 1 to 9 welcome) have
the opportunity to work in small groups with
experienced counselors and receive individualized attention. Each camper will receive a Tiger
Lacrosse Camp Pinnie and prizes will be given
away each day. The camp coordinator is Keith
Belson, Marple Newtown High School Assistant
Boys Lacrosse Coach. Other counselors will
include Marple Newtown High School Players
and Coaching Staff. Players are responsible for
bringing stick, full pads, helmet (including mouth
guard) and water to camp each day. If you have
any questions, please contact Keith Belson at
kbelson48@gmail.com. To register, please visit
www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: June 20 – June 23
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Times: 5:00pm – 6:30pm (1st-5th grade)
6:30pm – 8:00pm (6th-9th grade)
Site: MN High School Stadium
Price: $125

Junior Tennis Camp
Junior Tennis Camp, for children ages 5 to 14,
emphasizes the fundamentals of tennis and will
include fun-filled drills, conditioning and match
play. Ages 5 to 9 will use the USTA 10 and under
format complete with appropriate sized courts
and balls. Instruction will be provided by Marple
Newtown Boys and Girls Varsity Tennis Coach
Tom Harker and his assistants. Campers should
bring a racket and drink on a daily basis. All other
equipment will be provided. Camp will take
place at the Marple Newtown High School Tennis
Courts. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 25 – July 29
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Times: 9:00am – 10:30am (ages 5-9)
10:30am – 12:00pm (ages 10-14)
Site: MNHS Tennis Courts
Price: $99

Tiger Softball Camp
Learn the basics of this exciting sport and have
fun as well! This camp is designed for players
ages 7-14 and is focused on improving basic
skills to help make players successful at the next
level. Players will be divided into different age
groups for age appropriate activities. Participants
will work on all aspects of the game including
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Tiger Basketball Camp
This camp, to be held in Marple Newtown High
School’s Gym, is for boys ages 7 to 14. Campers
will get instruction in rebounding, ball handling,
passing, shooting, offensive team development
and team defensive concepts. Each camper will
receive a T-shirt and an individual profile report
on the last day of camp. Individual and team
awards will also be presented. All campers are
required to bring a lunch each day and swimming gear if they wish to swim. Camp coordinator is MN High School Boys Basketball Coach Eric
Houck. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 5 – July 8
Days: Tue. – Fri
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Site: MN High School
Price: $130

and zone concepts) skills. Point of emphasis will
also include team development. Each camper will
receive a T-shirt and skills development schedule
on the last day of camp. All campers are required
to bring lunch each day and swimming gear if
they wish to swim. The camp will be conducted
by MN High School Girls Basketball Head Coach
Ryan Wolski and members of the team. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call
610-353-2326.
Dates: July 11 – July 14
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Site: MN High School
Price: $130

Marple
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YOUTH

batting, fielding, throwing, and knowledge of
the game. Anyone interested in pitching will get
their own specific instruction during the morning
sessions with a chance to pitch in games during
the afternoon sessions. Afternoons will include
a series of scrimmage games and possibility of
swimming in the High School Pool (days TBA).
Camp Coordinator is Michael Snow, Head Softball
Coach at MN High School. The camp will be
conducted at the MN High School softball fields.
All players should provide their own glove, bag
lunch and sunscreen on a daily basis. Lunch/drink
packages will be available for purchase at camp.
Please visit msnow@mnsd.org for lunch fees
(paid at camp) and additional camp information.
When registering, please provide size for camp Tshirt. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.
org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 25 – July 28
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 2:00pm
Site: MN High School
Price: $155 ($130 before May 31)

Lodge Park in Newtown Square. To register,
please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610353-2326.
Dates: Aug. 15 – Aug. 18
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm
Site: Drexel lodge
Price: $135

Young Rembrandts Drawing Camps
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Tiger Wrestling Camp
This technique camp is designed for all wrestlers ages 7 to 16, regardless of experience. There
will be differentiated instruction that has a high
percentage of success on all levels of wrestling.
Top-notch technicians will tailor the instruction
to the appropriate level of the wrestler. The camp
Coordinator is Don Tabar, a former NCAA-II Wrestling Coach of the Year. Camp Technicians include
Patrick Callaghan, MNHS all-time takedown leader. Monday will focus on technique from the feet
(neutral position). It will include stance, motion,
level changes, penetration, setups, and attacking
an opponent. Tuesday will continue technique on
the feet, but will add more attacks and counters
to an opponent’s attack. Wednesday will focus
on the bottom defensive position. Stand-ups,
sit-outs, switches, rolls, and variations of each will
be presented. The top or offensive position will
be focal point on Thursday. Breaking down the
opponent, countering an opponent’s moves, and
turning the opponent for the ultimate pin will be
shown. Each child should wear wrestling shoes.
Camp will be held at Marple Newtown High
School. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: June 20 – June 23
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 5:00pm – 8:00pm
Site: MN High School
Price: $120

Wilderness Survival Camp
By Geoventures
Have what it takes to be an outdoor survivor?
This camp, for children ages 10 to 14, introduces
the world of wilderness survival using ancient
skills and modern tools. Campers are challenged
to build natural shelters, are introduced to outdoor navigation and signaling, learn how to pack
for adventures with their families, and practice
the secrets of invisibility and stealth. Each day
will include hands-on activities, discussion and
a team activity. Please bring a water bottle and
healthy snack; wear comfortable shoes and dress
for activity and the weather (camp typically held
rain or shine). The program will be held at Drexel
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and Mr. Wendler. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Session 1: June 27 – July 1
Session 2: July 11 – July 15
Session 3: July 18 - July 22
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Price: $200 ($175 before June 1) Per session

Stem Roller Coaster Camp
By Learn to Connect, LLC
Campers (entering grades 6, 7 & 8) will ride the
best roller coasters at Dorney and Hershey Parks
while learning the science behind these exciting
thrill rides. The group will meet at the Gauntlett
Community Center for three hours (9am-12pm)
of classroom roller coaster investigations and
fun on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. They
will then travel to Dorney Park on Tuesday and
Hershey Park on Thursday for full days (8am5pm) of roller coaster adventure. Classroom
investigations will include exploring roller coaster
concepts (speed & energy) and building model
roller coasters, while amusement park days will
allow kids to measure and explore what they
have learned. Camp fee includes tickets to both
Dorney and Hershey Parks, transportation, camp
T-shirt (include size when registering), and all
activity materials. The roller coasters at each park
have minimum height requirements; participants
under 54” will have limited access. Don’t miss out
on the fun of this unique camp! To register, please
visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 11 – July 15
Days: M, W & F (9:00am-12:00pm)
T & Th (8:00am-5:00pm)
Price: $350

Ultimate Summer Camp
Leave your electronic devices at home!!!!
Your child (entering grades 5 to 8 welcome) will
begin each day with some light stretching and
exercising. They will then enjoy mornings filled
with hiking, cooperative games, and a variety
of outdoor activities (kick the can, capture the
flag, kickball etc.)! Next, we will move indoors for
some math and reading activities. Your child will
then eat a delicious lunch prepared at home. The
afternoon fun begins with a climb on the cargo
net and rock wall!!! Each day concludes with the
campers playing relaxing board games. The camp
will be held at Paxon Hollow Middle School and
directed by Paxon Hollow teachers Mr. MacNeal

Our innovative, step-by-step curriculum and
engaging subject matter will show your child
(ages 5-10) that drawing can be fun and interesting! During our classes, we teach skills that will
help them grow, develop and excel while your
child creates memories that will last a lifetime.
Your child will enjoy ALL NEW LESSONS each
week! All camps will be held at the Gauntlett
Community Center in Newtown Square. Please
bring a snack and drink each day. Please contact
MN Recreation at 610-353-2326 or www.mnrecreation.org for additional information or to register.
Register for both AM and PM Sessions and lunch
time care (12pm-1pm) is included. Must provide
own lunch.
Session Prices:
AM Half Day 9:00am – 12:00pm $185
PM Half Day 1:00pm – 4:00pm $185
Full Day 9:00am – 4:00pm $290

Session 1 - June 27 – July 1

AM - Superhero Cartoon Camp. Pow! Bang!
Wow! Now you can learn to draw your own comic
book superhero. Each day we will complete several drawings while we explore a variety of characters. We will learn to draw the basic superhero
body and adapt it to the character of our choice.
We will learn to draw action and movement while
we complete the scenes around our superheroes,
using pencils, markers and Sharpies™. Our collection of drawings will be impressive! We will also
start to apply these characters within a comic
book style on the final day. This camp is great for
girls and boys as basic comic book creating skills
will be taught and individual characters created.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
PM - Pastel Drawing Camp – Animals of
Africa. In this session, our Young Rembrandts’
students will find themselves captivated by exotic African beasts. Our “Animals of Africa” Pastel
Drawing offers a challenging 5 day course. Our
students will learn about some of Africa’s most
majestic animals as they illustrate them using
pastel chalks. An antelope showcased within
a mélange of patterns, a stylized zebra with a
creative color palette and a regal lion are a few

PM - Animal Cartoon Camp. Laugh-out-loudfunny! Mind-bendingly-adorable! Awesomebeyond-belief! These are just some of the words
that best describe our Cartoon Animals Camp. If
your child is a fan of cuddly animals and funny
cartoons, this drawing camp is especially tailored
for his or her needs. Over the course of five days,
our students will learn how to draw animals of all
shapes, sizes, and colors. They will learn how to
personify ordinary animals, transforming them
into fully-realized cartoon characters. Be a part of
the something fun and special. To register, please
visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.

Session 3 - Aug. 15 – Aug. 19
AM - Fashion Runway Drawing Camp. This
stylish Young Rembrandts workshop is tailored
for the aspiring fashionista. Join us for 5 days of
runway chic as we illustrate the various aspects
of fashion design. Step into the shoes of a fashion
magazine editor as you design and draw an

PM - Exploring Egypt Camp. This session
will explore the mysterious world of Egypt with
Young Rembrandts! We will spend five days
digging into how the Egyptians lived. We will
investigate decorative objects in the treasured
tombs including sarcophagi, hieroglyphics and
more. We will create drawings full of artifacts
and Egyptian imagery using a variety of media,
including markers, color pencils, Sharpies™ and
more. In fact, our final day will consist of a large
drawing using pastel chalk. To register, please
visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.

of the week. Bricks 4 Kidz camps are high-energy,
fast-paced settings where kids discover, explore,
invent, and create using LEGO bricks, motors,
remote controls, and other technologies all
geared to an innovative and exciting theme!
Camp will be held at Worrall Elementary School
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 18 – July 22
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm
Site: Worrall School
Price: $220

Youth Cooking Camps
By Kitchen Wizards
Marple Newtown Recreation and Kitchen Wizards will offer two theme-based Youth Cooking
Camps this summer for children ages 5 to 10. The
camps will be held at Worrall Elementary School.
Each participant will receive a chef’s hat (toque),
apron, recipe booklet and a certificate of completion. Contact the recreation office (610-353-2326)
for additional information.

Eat Like the Presidents!
Minute to Win It Camp
Based on the popular NBC game show “Minute
to Win It,” this LEGO based camp for children
ages 5 to 10 is packed with fast-paced, fastaction building and good old-fashioned friendly
competition. 60 seconds on the clock…Think
you can do it? You’ve got a minute to complete
the crazy challenges using exciting Bricks 4 Kidz
LEGO models and every day household items!
Each day offers new models and challenges as
teams compete for the title of “Minute to Win
It – Bricks 4 Kidz Style” Champions. Day five
features camper-created challenges to be played
out by fellow competitors. And, of course, there’s
plenty of time for classic LEGO building and fun!
All campers win prizes daily and take home a
custom mini-figure and camp T-shirt at the end

To celebrate this election year, children will
prepare favorite recipes from our presidents. They
will “VOTE” for their favorite president based on
the best tasting food. Let the pundits talk about
the issues; we just want to know who liked the
best tasting food! To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 11 – July 14
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:30am – 12:00pm
Site: Worrall School
Price: $165

Eat Like the Olympians!
In honor of the Summer Olympics, we will
prepare favorite recipes from some of our United
States Olympians and some of their esteemed International competitors. Come join us and enjoy
some special Olympic treats! To register, please
visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 25 – July 28
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:30am – 12:00pm
Site: Worrall School
Price: $165

Triton Swim Team
Are you NEW to competitive swimming or
looking for a NEW team? The Triton Swim Team, a
New USA Swimming Club sponsored by Marple
Newtown Recreation, is now enrolling swimmers ages 5 and older. Marple Newtown High
School Swim Coach Tom Keer will be coordinating and leading the club which will utilize the
High School Pool. Triton Swim Team is focused on
developing individual skills in an energetic team
atmosphere where all are encouraged to succeed
and to promote swimming as a lifelong sport.
Please contact MN Recreation at 610-353-2326
for additional details and registration information. All are welcome – Join anytime.
June Tune-Up: May 31 – June 22
Summer Session: June 23 – July 29
Fall Session: Sept. 6 – Nov. 12
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Session 2 - July 18 – July 22
AM - Pastel Drawing Camp – Ocean Life. Five,
fun-filled days await our students as we explore
ocean life as they learn to draw and color with
pastels. We will create detailed, pastel compositions on each day, focusing on a different oceanthemed subject. We will draw eye-catching sea
stars along the shoreline and a pair of vibrant
clown fish. We will illustrate a sea turtle with bold
patterns, a blue crab and a wondrous scene of
jellyfish. Our instruction will bring remarkable
results, and you will want to head to the frame
shop with your child’s finished pastel pieces.
These pastel drawings will reward students with
a great sense of pride and accomplishment. To
register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.

eye-catching fashion magazine cover. And let’s
not forget about purses! Design the perfect purse
to go along with the outfit of your dreams. And
finally, draw your model stepping out onto the
runway in your fashion originals. If you love to
design clothes and are hip to the latest fashions,
this drawing workshop is a perfect fit. To register,
please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610353-2326.

Marple
Marple Newtown
Township

of the beasts to be explored this summer! No experience is necessary. Please wear an old shirt or
smock to each day of class. To register, please visit
www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
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Marple Township News
Marple Township
Ambulance Corps Honors
First Responders

Need a conference
Room? Book it at the
Library!

The Marple Township Ambulance
Corps honored Paramedic Ali Erbayri
with the Irv and Jane Zorn Corps
Person of the Year Award at the
Corps’ annual awards party. Erbayri
is a full-time paramedic/FTO and
handles all Quality Assurance of
EMS documentation.
He has been involved with EMS since
1995 and says, “I joined my local volunteer
fire company when I was 14 years old. We were required to take
a CPR class. Our fire company was having difficulty staffing the
ambulance, so I went to EMT school and started to ride as a third
person. I was hooked after my first call and realized that I wanted
to further pursue what the paramedics were doing.”
Erbayri adds, “I enjoy helping people. It may be just comforting
a patient by talking to them, or having to administer medications
to reverse or help with an issue. I also see EMS as an integral
part of the healthcare system that interacts side by side with
managing a patient’s emergency and then transferring care to the
hospital.”
Bob Anderson and Anthony Welch received a Meritorious
Service award.
The MTAC also thanked Vic Berg, Ali Erbayri and Mollie
McLaughlin for five years of Service. Bill Downey, Andy Tucker,
Sean Johnston, Tim Cavanaugh, Danielle McWilliams and Matt
Herman were honored for receiving a Unit Citation.

Does your group or business need a place
to meet? The Marple Public Library has a large
meeting room and a small conference room that are
available to rent. The library’s large meeting room
holds up to 200 people. The small conference room
holds up to 15. For more information, please call
610.356.1510 ext. 704 or download the application at
MarpleLibrary.org and mail it to the library.
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱
✱✱

Fee Schedule for Meeting & Conference Rooms
Meeting Room (occupancy limit: 200)
For-profit organizations $90
Civic or non-profit organizations $50
Conference Room (occupancy limit: 15)
For-profit organizations $40
Civic or non-profit organization $25
Additional Charges
A/V Equipment needed $20
Kitchen use & cleanup $20
Township custodian for weekend meetings
$20/hour
✱✱ Set-up required $20

Thomas Massey House Offers Summer Visit Hours
The Historic Thomas Massey House will be open Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m. throughout the summer. The
house is open Sundays, May - October except for Holiday weekends.
The Thomas Massey House is a monument to the American dream. It was the home of an
indentured servant who became a landowner. The Thomas Massey House is one of the oldest English
Quaker homes in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It is on the National Register of Historical
Places and the Historical American Building Survey.
The Thomas Massey House is unique because so much of the original fabric has survived.
The 1696 brick portion was built by Thomas Massey as an addition to the existing log or frame
house. In 1731, his son, Mordecai, replaced the log or frame house with a stone section. During the
restoration, evidence of a walk-in fireplace and beehive oven was discovered. These features have been
reconstructed and are in use today.
The House is owned by Marple Township and staffed by volunteers. The Massey House offers many varied opportunities
and challenges to its family of volunteers. In order for the Massey House to retain its exemplary status within the historic
community, the house needs volunteers with a broad range of interests. If you would like to volunteer for the Massey House
or would like more information, contact a board member or call the Massey House at 610.353.3466. Full details are available
on line at ThomasMasseyHouse.org.
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As a full-service nursing and rehabilitation center,
Broomall offers exceptional care to its residents.
Set on five lush acres in suburban Philadelphia,
Broomall offers an ideal setting for rest and renewal.

Get your business
noticed in all the
best locations.
We can guarantee
you the best
placement available –
right in your
customer’s home.
Find out how our
direct-mailed,
community-sponsored
quarterly magazine
can help grow your
business.

ON A MISSION TO INSPIRE
146 Marple Road, Broomall, PA • 610-356-0100
www.PresbysInspiredLife.org/Broomall

Rehabilitation Services designed
to get patients back to living.
We offer:
• Complex medical care
• Intensive rehabilitation
• Skilled nursing

For additional information or tour,
contact:

Devon Manor
King of Prussia
Pottstown
Mercy Fitzgerald
Yeadon

To Advertise,
Call
610.639.0160

heartland-manorcare.com

Wallingford
1.800.320.5276
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Flying High
Story & Photos by Bob Byrne
It’s not easy to stage a Broadway musical, whether
on Broadway or in a high school theater. More than 80
students, faculty, parents and volunteers came together
to mount a world-class production of “Mary Poppins”
at Delaware County Christian School. The production
not only featured outstanding performances on the
stage and in the orchestra pit, but behind the scenes as
well.
Among the applause-inspiring highlights was something not often seen in high school theater productions:
a flying nanny and a flying chimney sweep. Both got
thunderous applause as they rose above the stage.
At the risk of sounding precocious, one word to
describe the production would be supercalifragilisticexpialidocious.
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Broomall Fire Co. Carnival
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
Two weekends, thousands of funnel cakes, cotton candy,
rides, games and fun! It all adds up to a community coming
together to support the all-volunteer Broomall Fire Company.
The Broomall Fire Company Carnival supports the non-profit organization which answered more than 700 calls last year.
According to the fire company, “Even though we are a volunteer
organization, our operating expenses continue to increase each
year. The direct tax support we receive from Marple Township
accounts for less than one-third of our annual operating expenses. As a non-profit organization, we rely on each and every
dollar we receive from the community to help defray the costs
of life-saving equipment, fire house expenses and apparatus
maintenance. We know that we are in difficult economic times.
That’s why every year, we need your help more than ever!”
For more information about supporting the Broomall Fire
Company as a volunteer or to make an online donation, visit
BroomallFireCompany.org.
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Autism is on
the Rise –
And So are Options for Parents
Local experts are leading
groundbreaking developments.
by Bob Byrne

PH

“When you have one individual with autism, you’ve got one individual
with autism. That’s why the education plan is so critical to making sure
that child is making progress.” – Rita Gardner, Melmark CEO
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t’s a diagnosis that more and more parents hear every year: “Your
child has autism.”
The number of autism cases has skyrocketed in just one
generation. According to the Autism Society, based in Bethesda,
Maryland, the prevalence of autism in American children increased by
119.4 percent from 2000 (1 in 150) to 2010 (1 in 68). According to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), autism is the
fastest growing developmental disability. The prevalence of autism has
increased by 6 - 15 percent each year from 2002 to 2010 according to
biennial numbers from the CDC.
One of the nation’s premiere organizations for the care and education
of people with autism and other developmental disabilities is right in our
own backyard. Melmark serves children and adults both on its campus
in Berwyn and through services to school districts all over southeastern
Pennsylvania.
Rita Gardner became Melmark’s new CEO in January. She has been
with Melmark for almost 20 years, leading the organization’s New England programs. Gardner, who holds a Master of Public Health degree, is
also a Licensed Applied Behavior Analyst (LABA) and a Board Certified
Behavior Analyst (BCBA).
She sat down with IN Marple Newtown Magazine to talk about
autism and offer insight into educating, caring for and treating those with
autism and developmental disabilities.
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What is autism?
“I think for the lay person, autism is a disorder of neurology where
there are developmental barriers, communication deficits, social
deficits and an inability to share more social reciprocation. People
will sometimes say, ‘They don’t seem to be looking at me.’ A lot of our
individuals have real difficulty making eye contact. You and I might
go into a room socially and kind of read the room and know what we
should be doing. That’s very difficult for some individuals with autism.
I think what’s consistent about autism is if you’ve met one individual
with autism, you’ve met one individual,” Gardner emphasizes.
She adds, “Every presentation of the disorder is different for each
child and each adult we serve.” Gardner always speaks of clients and
people with autism as individuals because every case is different.
What would you say to parents who have a child newly diagnosed with autism?
“For most children it’s around two or three years old. You get into
early intervention, you get some good assessments, you get into the
educational system and make sure they’ve got an IEP (individualized
education plan) around that child. Then at home you really want to
look at getting care into your family home and making sure that you’re
doing everything you can to ensure communication and those kinds of
skills.

PHOTO COURTESY MELMARK

Melmark President & CEO Rita Gardner helps a
student communicate with an electronic tablet device.

Unfortunately, you do have to parent differently. Parenting a child
with autism is different than parenting another child because it takes
so much repetition to teach something to some kids with autism. That
does not occur with a more typical child. You can teach them once and
move on.
We have to teach repetitively and create a lot of fluency with a lot of
our individuals.
When you have one individual with autism, you’ve got one individual with autism. That’s why the education plan is so critical to making
sure that child is making progress.”
How should the average person communicate with someone
who is autistic?
“I would always say, ‘Hi, how are you?’ but you are going to read
their cues. You’re going to really know if they move away from you. It’s
not different than anybody I don’t know well. I’d be cautious about being too much in their space and those kinds of things but I’d say ‘Hello,
how’s it going?’ and I’d ask the support person [whether] they have a
communication system I can use.”
In the 53 years since its founding, Melmark has become a national
leader in teaching individuals with Down syndrome, autism and other
developmental disabilities.
“We know more about teaching than we knew 50 years ago,” Gardner explains, “and I believe that we have great science behind us about
how to teach.”
She offers this advice to students who may be considering a career
working with clients who are learning to overcome cognitive disabili-

ties: “I think they would want to become very science-based educational practitioners because we can really change people’s lives around what
we can teach them to do and give them a quality of life that we couldn’t
have done 60 or 70 years ago.
If someone really wants to work at Melmark I would say get ready
to be well-educated, well-trained and get ready to be a science-based
practitioner.
When I came to Melmark 18 years ago, I met people who had been
here for 30 years who said, ‘We love the people we serve.’ I said, ‘Let’s
love them and teach them,’ because I think we can change people’s lives
that way.”
Melmark is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2016 and is at the
leading edge of autism and special cognitive-needs education. Gardner
and her team are sharing what they have learned with special educators
around the country and around the globe. “About a thousand educators come in every year,” she explains. “New advances are making it
ever easier to share what works with others in the field. The technology
we have could be spread rapidly.”
Technology is not only helping teachers communicate but it’s also
unlocking the world for some individuals with autism.
“We have an ability to teach different communication systems and
with the advent of the iPad and all the applications, the world has
changed dramatically. We have people who never speak but speak quite
fluently with iPad applications. When you give someone a voice, you
change his or her whole environment and you’ll see that has a calming
effect.” 
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THINK
Take Online
Summer Courses
at Delaware
County
Community
College

COLLEGE
CREDITS
CLOSE
TO HOME

Registration for Summer 2 and
fall courses is now open at
Delaware County Community

The Marple Campus is the main campus
of the College and conveniently located in
Marple Township with entrances off
Media Line Rd. and Rt. 252.
The campus offers:
• Credit courses leading to a certiﬁcate
or associate degree
• Non-credit courses

College. Earn credits over
summer break or get started on
a plan for fall now. Classes are
offered in a variety of subjects
and formats, including day,
evening, on campus and online.

• High school dual enrollment
• Day, evening and online classes

Summer 2 courses begin July 6

• State-of-the-art STEM Center and
the Advanced Technology Center

and end August 11 while Fall
courses run from August 29 to

Marple Campus
901 S. Media Line Road
Media, PA 19063

December 11. To learn more,
visit www.dccc.edu/register.

dccc.edu/register
610-359-5050
Educating Delaware and Chester Counties

Copyright © 2015. All rights reserved. Delaware County Community College is an equal opportunity institution.
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BY PAMELA PALONGUE

Improving your home is synonymous with improving your
life. Here are some amazing ways to transform your home
into a place you never want to leave.

ver feel like the grass is always greener someplace else? Maybe the real problem
is just that your grass could use a little sprucing up. Your home is most likely
the largest investment you’ll make. It’s the place where you spend the most
time and make the most memories. And if you work from home, it’s pretty much the
center of your personal universe.
If you love your home, it can be your sanctuary and a source of great comfort in
your life. But if you don’t, it can become the root of major distress and anxiety. The
following ideas can change the look and energy of your space while simultaneously
improving its functionality for the way you live. You’ll be surprised at how differently
you’ll feel about the prospect of “going home.”
Continued
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EXTRA SPACE IS ON DECK
One of the most inexpensive ways to add living space to your home
is the addition of an outdoor deck or patio. Having a great outdoor
space is like adding an extra room to your house. It can be enjoyed by
the whole family, or experienced in quiet solitude as a retreat to the
Zen of outdoor living.
If you like to entertain, then an outdoor space is a must. Guests can
spill out onto the patio, extending your home to allow more freedom
for guests to mingle, both inside and out.

Though the words “patio” and “deck” are often used
interchangeably, there is a difference. A patio is generally constructed
of stone pavers, tile or a simple concrete foundation that sits squarely
on the ground. Decks are usually made of wood and sometimes vinyl,
and may be either ground level or elevated. When considering which
option is best for you, you’ll want to look at the costs and also which
one works well with the style of your home.
According to U.S. News, you can construct a small “no frills” deck
or patio for a starting price of around $1,000. The good news is that
regardless of the option you choose, you’ll get a positive return on
your investment, somewhere between 30% and 75%.
For a wood frame house, a wooden or vinyl deck is a natural option
and can match the trim of your existing home. It can also be finished
in a contrasting hue for an extra pop of color to designate it as a
separate space.
Vinyl decks are less expensive upfront; however they will not
last as long as a wooden deck. For example, a mahogany deck can
last up to 40 years with proper maintenance. Vinyl also needs to be
scrubbed periodically to retard dirt and mold, while wooden decks
can generally be cleaned with a hose. Maintenance for wooden decks
requires that they be oiled yearly and resealed every few years for
maximum life.
If your home is made of stone, you may opt for a patio that is a
continuation of the stone look, but this also works well with a wood
frame or brick home. Patios work best in yards that are level, while a
deck might be best for a hilly or uneven lawn.
Homeowners are especially keen to add fire features to their
outdoor area, which functions as a gathering point for both family and
guests. Wood-burning fireplaces not only add physical warmth and
beauty, but emotional warmth as well.
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Traditional fireplaces with a mantle and hearth are frequently used,
but contemporary homeowners are opting for very modern linear gas
fireplaces, with smooth, clean lines to mirror the style of their home.
For those who don’t have the space for a full-sized fireplace, fire
pits make a great patio feature, creating a beautiful flame that glows
through crystal rock. And they’re available in three different heights,
with a lower coffee table height, dining table and bar height. The
homeowner also has the option of selecting wood- or gas-burning fire
pits.
OUTDOOR KITCHENS –
FOR THOSE WHO CAN’T STAND THE HEAT
When the summer heats up, the prospect of slow-cooking a roast
or searing some ribs is just not as appealing when you know it’s going
to heat up your house and drive up your electric bill. Take a tip from
our pioneer ancestors who baked their bread and cooked their meats
outdoors in the summer for this very reason. This simple idea can
really help keep your home cool during the dog days of summer, while
saving you money on energy costs.
With an outdoor oven and grill, barbeques can be a spontaneous
dinner idea, rather than a major event that must be planned days in
advance. The grilling process gives steaks, chicken, fish and pork a
wonderful smoked flavor, while reducing the overall fat content.
And it’s not just meats that can benefit from grilling. Bell peppers,
onions, zucchini and tons of other vegetables take on a wonderful
flavor when tossed lightly with olive oil and wrapped in foil and
cooked on a grill.
With an outdoor kitchen, grilling is not just for summer either.
With a covering for rainy days and outdoor heating available, it can be
used virtually year round. Although just a simple oven and grill can
change the way you live, a sink with running water and an added fridge
can really make cooking outdoors convenient.
For entertaining, the outdoor kitchen also offers a way that you can
spend time with your guests while preparing the meal. There’s also an

entire line of in-ground sound equipment and specially made outdoor
TVs for entertaining. The televisions are completely waterproof and
three times as bright as a normal TV, so they can be viewed even in
strong direct sunlight.

IT’S ALL FUN AND GAMES
If your family always seems to be darting about in different
directions, perhaps a game room might entice them to spend a bit
more time at the old homestead.
A ping-pong table is a great way to get some exercise on rainy days
and evenings, and a Wii will also get your family off the couch for a
workout. If you’ve always thought you didn’t have the space for a pool
table, it may be easier to fit than you think. Tables come in 7, 8, 8.5
and 9-ft. options. Visit EasyPoolTutor.com for loads of information on
the equipment that’s right for you and tips on shooting pool.
Above all, your game room should reflect who you are. It can be fun
and funky or classy and elegant. It’s all up to you!

A Family Tradition
of Custom Remodeling
As a family owned and operated company, we have over 20 years of
experience in custom remodeling. We enjoy serving the community
and working with families to improve their homes. Our projects
include all types of custom carpentry, but we specialize in kitchens
and baths from remodeling to complete design, build and installation. For your next project, call us to discuss your vision. We can
transform your home into the space you have always wanted it to be
with creative and cost-effective ideas. Contact us at 610-202-0759
or www.NewtownSquare cabinetry.com.

Striving for
Excellence!
PA License #033691

HOME SWEET OFFICE
Are you one of those lucky individuals able to work from home?
The world just seems like a nicer place when you’re dressed in your
pajamas, doesn’t it? But work is still work. You need a place that’s
organized, designed well, and in which you feel comfortable. Chances
are, you may also need a degree of privacy to do your best work.
Starting with the basics, one of the most overlooked factors in
productivity is lighting. Many studies have demonstrated that natural
lighting is best whenever possible, and results in more productivity
among workers and a more positive attitude toward the work itself.
Lighting can have a profound effect on your mood and can even
influence your hormones. A good overview of this subject is provided
by Andrew Jensen, a business growth, efficiency and marketing
consultant, at AndrewJensen.net.
If placing your home office in an area with windows is not
possible, try the soft lighting of a lamp instead and try to avoid harsh
fluorescents. Adding a silk plant or two, along with a picture of the
outdoors, will help to transform a windowless area into a more
inviting space. Warm colors such as reds, yellows and orange will also
help warm up an otherwise dark office area such as a basement.
Next, you’ll want to design your workspace with cabinetry where
office supplies and files can be tucked neatly out of sight. Shelving that
is custom-designed for the way you work can transform even a tiny
space into an efficient work area. Having cabinets and shelves that are
suited to your exact purpose will eliminate a great deal of frustration
Continued
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and overwhelming feelings of disorganization. An expert designer and
carpenter can help you get the most from your workspace.
Just because you don’t have an entire room in your house to
dedicate to your home office doesn’t mean that you can’t have
a dedicated workspace. Even a closet can be transformed into a
workspace with the right planning, and the whole office can be put
away at day’s end by simply closing the closet door.
If you have even less space to work with, try a wall-mounted desk
that can be extended when in use and can collapse flush with the wall
when it’s not. Cubby holes built into the interior wall area can also
provide places for storage in a tight space.
If your office is not separated from the rest of your home and
building a wall is not an option, there are still attractive ways to define
your workspace. For example, tall wooden shutters can be linked
together with hinges and painted to any color to create a private area.
Though not soundproof, they can create an intimate atmosphere of
privacy when needed for oneself or seeing clients.
Another effective way to provide privacy is to hang drapes. Tracks
can be installed wherever needed and the curtained area can be
opened when the office space is not in use. Tall silk plants, such as a
series of ficus trees, can also be used to divide the space.
Don’t skimp on your office chair! It’s likely a place where you
will be sitting for several hours every single day. Make sure that it’s
comfortable and provides plenty of lumbar support, in addition to
being an attractive addition to your office. Visit Spine-Health.com for
some helpful suggestions on choosing the right chair that will work
best for you.
THE GREAT ESCAPE –
YOUR BATHROOM
Though your bathroom may not spring to mind as the place to hold
your next cocktail party, with the right accoutrements, your bath can
be a great place to hang out and enjoy life. And if you live with family
members, it may be the only place in your home where you can truly
be alone for a bit.
Besides just being a place to “get ready” to meet the day, it’s also
a relaxing space to recharge your batteries after a long week at work.
Hydrotherapy is one of the best ways to relieve stress and help tired,
overworked muscles. With tons of specialized showerheads, you can
have everything from the sprinkle of a gentle rain to an invigorating
massage to bring your body back to center. And a nice relaxing bath in
a soaker tub can make the world go away for a while.
Does all of this sound like a fantasy? Maybe not. You may be able to
make updates to your bath for less than you might expect.
If a homeowner is just updating and not moving plumbing, heating
ducts and electricity, the makeover can start at around $10,000,
according to design experts. And the choices for today’s bath are
incredibly enticing.
Many homeowners are opting for larger showers that will not only
get you clean, but can also bathe you in LED lighting that changes
color to suit your mood. You can also enjoy your favorite music in the
shower to either calm you down after a stressful day, or pep you up for
the daily routine.
Vanities and bath cabinetry have also arrived in the 21st century.
Vanities are no longer an empty-shell box that opens to a cavernous
interior with little customization. Current options for drawers and
cabinets include specialized areas for storing your blow dryer neatly
away and stackable storage options for makeup. And while you’re
52 1.800.558.0940, ext. 202 TO ADVERTISE | Marple Newtown

standing in front of that vanity applying your makeup, you can watch
TV in the mirror! New technology allows your favorite TV program
to be projected onto the mirror, so you can keep up with the latest
baseball scores or check the weather before going out.
Slate and marble tile will add a more elegant touch to the bathroom,
while being extremely durable.
One of the latest trends in baths are porcelain tiles that mimic
wood. These tiles come in sizes up to 48” and can be laid to look like
natural woodgrain. This gives the warmth of wood without the worry
of water damage.
And speaking of warm – your toilet can be warm too. Homeowners
can opt for a “throne” with a retractable base that comes out and heats
your feet as well as the seat of the toilet. And new touchless flushing
helps prevent the spread of germs among your family, along with a
bidet that ensures a much cleaner experience.
You spend so much time in your bathroom every day. You owe it to
yourself to make it a more enjoyable place.
KITCHEN CUISINE
Whether your cooking style is Chicken Cordon Bleu, or just some
great Pad Thai take-out from the corner restaurant, you need a place to
prepare your meals that’s fun, organized and feels like home.
Even in today’s hectic lifestyle, you’ll probably spend a fair amount
of time each day in your kitchen.
Though it’s a significant investment to update your kitchen, it’s a
worthwhile endeavor from both a personal standpoint and a financial

one. And like bathrooms, HGTV.com claims that a kitchen remodel
can offer returns that are upwards of 100% on the resale of your house.
Most kitchen remodels start around $25,000, and on average
will range up to about $50,000. You can give your kitchen a whole
new look in any style from ultra-contemporary to French country
in this price range. Your designer and builder can assist you with
computer‑aided design (CAD) to help you envision your dream.
Some new trends in the kitchen include spacious farm sinks that
offer tons of space for food prep. Clean, white subway tile can match
virtually any décor, making it a popular choice for backsplashes.
Recycled glass tiles can be found in any color for a look that’s great for
your kitchen and great for the environment as well. Mosaic tiles are
frequently used and can be laid in customized patterns for a uniquely
personal look.

Although cherry wood cabinets are popular, there’s a definite
increase in white cabinets. Wood will give your kitchen a warm
feel, while white cabinets will brighten the space and have a clean
appearance.
And for flooring, it’s tough to go wrong with natural stone.
Travertine is extremely popular right now and a great choice for an
area that needs a floor covering with durability. After the stone is
sealed, it’s an easy-care option for homeowners and offers a lot of
longevity.
It’s not just about the look you want to achieve in your kitchen, it’s
also about the way it makes you, your family and your friends feel
when you’re there.
ADDITION: 1 + 1 = FABULOUS!
Ever feel like your home would be perfect if only it had that one
room that’s missing? Perhaps it’s an extra bedroom for when Mom
comes to visit, or a bathroom downstairs for guests when you’re
entertaining. Maybe you already have a family room, but it just needs
to be a little larger for your needs. If this sounds familiar, a home
addition may be the perfect solution for making life a little more
comfortable.
The great thing about a new room is that you can plan it exactly the
way you want it. If you’re adding a family room or game room, why
not build a fireplace as well? This will quickly make it the most visited
room in your house.
If you’re adding a bedroom either for visiting parents or a returning
college student, why not include an ensuite bath, which will increase
your home’s value as well as make for more enjoyable visits for your
guests.
As with any work done in your home, make sure that you do your
homework before contacting any contractors. It’s a good idea to
obtain estimates from three different contractors before deciding
which one to use. It helps to be as specific as possible in your choices
in order to get the most accurate estimates. Use a spec sheet to ensure
that you are giving all three contractors the same exact information.
Using local contractors is another great way to ensure that you’re
getting someone with a good reputation in the community. Another
good idea is to attend home shows where you can actually meet the
contractors face to face. It’s easier working with someone with whom
you have good rapport.
The most important thing to remember in any home design project
is not to be too focused on the bottom line only. Many times the
lowest price does not result in the best-quality job. Do your research
to find the best person for your particular project. ■

SUN-LIGHT
YOUR HOME

H

ave you been wondering if there’s a way you
can cut your energy bills while helping to
contribute to a greener environment? Though
Pennsylvania may not immediately spring to mind as
a sunny destination, solar power is readily available
and already being used in hundreds of area homes
successfully.
Think of it like this: If there were a river flowing by
your house and you only had a five-gallon bucket to
collect the water, you would only be able to use five
gallons. But if you had 20 five-gallon buckets, you
could have all the water you needed. Solar energy
functions in a similar way. If you live in an area that
does not get much sun, by adding more solar panels
you can collect more sun. You might be surprised to
learn that our area is able to produce about 80% of the
solar energy that Miami, Florida, does!
There are also attractive options for installing the
panels, such as all-black panels and solar shingle
products that blend the panels in with your roof. Solar
awnings can also be installed on a pergola or carport.
And with flat roofs, the panels are generally not visible
at all. There are also ground-mounted systems which
are separate from your home.
According to solar design experts, the initial cost
for an average-size home of 2,000 sq. ft. might range
from about $15,000 to $25,000, which is recouped
over a few years. Homeowners switching to solar will
also receive a 30% income tax break until the end of
2016. ■

Marple Newtown | Summer 2016 | in-philly.com 53

BICYCLE SAFETY

NO BIKE HELMET...
NO BIKE!
A Rule That Should Never Be Broken
By Rebecca A. Druash, D.O.
Parents, did you know that bicycle riding leads the list of children’s
sports activities that cause head trauma? Some parents and children
believe that riding a bike in a yard, driveway or bike path, or at a slow
speed, is protection against severe injury. The majority of children’s
bicycle injuries do not involve cars and permanent brain damage can
occur from a fall of just 2 feet, even in the safety of your backyard.
Studies show that a properly fitting bike helmet reduces head injury
by 80-85%. Children are 14 times more likely to survive a bike crash if
they are wearing a bike helmet! Make sure your children are safe.
Make the rules for your children to follow and stick with them!
It can be difficult enforcing bike helmet rules with preteens and
teenagers, but they have the highest risk for permanent brain
damage and death when riding without a bike helmet. These children
often believe that they are too skilled at riding to have an accident
and too “cool” for a helmet. Remind them that professional cyclists
always wear helmets. Explain that the absence of a state helmet law
for those over age 12 does not mean they are safe without one.
When children hear the same rule from everyone, it becomes easier
to follow. It is always important for parents to talk with other parents.

So discuss your concerns and enforce the rules together. Support each
other while educating and protecting our youth.
Knowing the facts helps:
• Approximately 600,000 people are treated in hospital Emergency
Departments for injuries due to bicycle accidents; of these, more
than 400,000 are children under 15 years of age.
• Nearly 800 people die yearly from bike accidents in the U.S.
Approximately 200 are children under the age of 15.
• Approximately 70-80% of all deaths from bicycle accidents involve
head injury.
• Only approximately 45% of children under 14 years of age use
helmets while riding bikes.

Be Bike Smart!!! Always wear a helmet!

Healthy Start

Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine
Rebecca A. Druash, D.O., FAAP, FACOP

Caring for the children of Newtown Square
and surrounding communities!
Solo Physician providing personalized health care
Practicing Pediatrics for over 25 years in the Delaware Valley
Board certified Pediatrician
Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics
Fellow of the American College of Osteopathic Pediatrician
Trained in Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine and Cranial Therapy

“Give your child a Healthy Start for a life of Wellness!”
11 St. Albans Ave., Suite 101

Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-356-5500
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Children who ride bicycles on the street must know and follow the rules
of the road.

• Bicyclists should ride in the same direction as traffic.
• Bright clothing should be worn.
• Hand signals should be known and used by children riding in the streets. This is
important for communication with motorists. If a child is unable to signal without
swerving or losing balance, he/she should not ride on the streets.
• Teach children to never enter a street from in between parked cars.
• Make sure kids know to cross the street at intersections and to be aware when
riding past driveways.
• Children should not ride at night, dusk or dawn. Bicycles require special safety
equipment for riding at these times, including a headlight.

Guidelines for properly fitting helmets

• An approved bike helmet meets safety standards and will have a sticker showing
that it has been tested (some nationally recognized standards are confirmed by
CPSC, SNELL, ASTM).
• Size matters! Try on different helmets to make sure you have a proper fit. A
helmet must be snug on the head. This can be achieved with different-sized pads
inside the helmet. Do not buy a larger helmet for a child to grow into. A too-large
helmet will not protect the brain.
• Position the helmet straight/level on the head. The helmet should be
approximately 1-2 finger widths above the eyebrows.
• The strap should fit snugly around the ears and buckle under the chin (one finger
should be able to fit under the strap).
• The helmet should not move sideways or front to back when snugly fit.

References: aap.org, cdc.gov, helmets.org, pakidstravelsafe.org, usa.safekids.org

SPECIAL SECTION:
R E A L E S TAT E

Your

Move!
Wise ways to buy
and sell real estate.

Since the housing crisis, the real estate market has
picked up – with mortgages approved to buyers for
homes they can afford. Home values are on the rise
and inventory is tight, so if you’re planning to buy
or sell, make sure you bring your A-game. If you’re
ready for a move, here are 10 ways to be a strong
competitor in the real estate market.
Continued on next page ➢
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1 BUYING: Is buying always the better

option over renting?

This is a debate often discussed within the real estate market and
the answer depends on a variety of variables including location,
financials and length of time in the home. In general, it is advised
to purchase a home if you plan to spend more than two years
there. Not sure how long you’ll be in your home? Find the
break-even point between renting and buying to help guide your
decision.

2 BUYING: Be sure you can afford more than

just the mortgage.

Getting preapproved for a mortgage gives the buyer a sense of
how much house he or she can afford, but don’t presume this
figure to be your only monthly payment. Keep in mind costs that
may not be as evident, such as utility bills, taxes, homeowners
association dues, mortgage insurance and money needed to
furnish your home. On top of that, consider closing costs (about
3-5 percent of the cost of your home) and the potential of paying
private mortgage insurance (PMI) if you are unable to put 20
percent down on your home.

3 BUYING: Getting an inspection can save

you money in the long run.

Inspection fees can range from $300-$500, allowing some to
think they can save money by avoiding an inspection. In almost
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all instances, this is false. Many issues in a home may go unseen
by the untrained eye. If an inspector reveals defects not disclosed
by the seller, you are able to negotiate a new offer or rescind
altogether. Without an inspection, these potentially costly issues
would ultimately fall on the buyer’s shoulders.

4 BUYING: Protect yourself!
It’s easy to get wrapped up in signing papers and losing sight
of what you are agreeing to when buying a home. Fortunately,
contingency clauses can protect you from losing what is yours.
An example is a mortgage-financing contingency; if you lose
your job or your loan falls through, you’ll get your “earnest
money” back in full. Otherwise, you may be obligated to follow
through with purchasing a house you can no longer afford.

5 BUYING: Enjoy the view?
It’s obvious that homes with a view can sell big. In fact, Realtor.
com states that homes with a view of the city sell the fastest,
with an average of 83 days on the market, while homes with
an ocean view sit for 98 days (mostly due to the elevated price
of oceanfront property). If you are in love with a home with a
view, be sure it is there to stay. Although you may see rolling hills
through your living room window now, who’s to say a real estate
developer won’t see that same space as the perfect opportunity
to build more homes? Check with your local municipality for
land use regulations to make sure your view will remain.

6 BUYING/SELLING: Your real estate agent

matters.

According to Zillow CEO Spencer Rascoff, research shows
gender matters when choosing a real estate agent. Rascoff says
men will get your home sold closer to asking price because they
are stubborn, while women will negotiate and close the deal
faster. Most importantly, find an agent who will work on your
behalf. Ask friends and family for references of agents they’ve
used in the past. Look up their current listings to see if they align
with the type of home you want to buy or sell. This will also
indicate their knowledge of the market.

7 BUYING/SELLING: Get a second opinion.
When you have lived in your home for years, it’s easy to overlook
problems that potential buyers may spot right away. Have a
relative or trusted friend come over to spot any small fixes that
Continued on next page ➢
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you can make prior to putting your home on the market to make
sure it’s in optimal condition prior to selling. When considering
buying a home, it’s also helpful to have someone who is not
buying the home go with you to take a look. He/she will be able
to point out potential issues that you may not see when trying to
make such an important decision.

8 SELLING: Ignore the housing market.
Don’t waste your time watching the housing market for the best
time to sell. According to Investopedia, “it doesn’t matter what
your home is worth at any given moment except the moment
when you sell it. Being able to choose when you sell your
home, rather than being forced to sell it due to job relocation or
financial distress, will be the biggest determinant of whether you
will see a solid profit from your investment.”

9 SELLING: Will renovating always increase

my resale value?

Make conscious decisions when renovating your home. While
newer will entice potential buyers, be cognizant of what rooms
you update and how you do it. While updated kitchens will
increase the value of your home, be sure to appeal to a wide range
of tastes. A good place to start is with the appliances. Realtor.com
states that homes with stainless steel appliances sell 15 percent

Fall 2016

Special Advertising Section

SENIOR LIVING

Caring for an
Aging Adult
Call 610.639.0160 to advertise!
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faster than those without. Updated bathrooms are easier to
satisfy a wider range of buyers’ desires for luxury, but be sure to
keep the colors neutral.

10 SELLING: Don’t spend earnest money!

Many sellers make the mistake of depositing and spending
earnest money before closing day. If the transaction doesn’t go
through or the buyer pulls out due to repair issues, it is up to the
seller to return the cash. It is recommended to have a real estate
agent or broker hold the deposit. Most buyers’ earnest money
will be held in an escrow account until the closing day, allowing
the money to remain untouched by either party.

FUN FACT: Get the name and numbers.

Just when you think you’ve checked all the boxes for an easy sell
of your house, take a second look at your address. According to
Zillow, street names and house numbers matter! If you happen to
live at 666 Fanny Hands Lane, you may be out of luck (however
that particular street is in the United Kingdom, so you should be
safe). Innuendo-laden street names tend to not sell as quickly as
those like Thunder Road. American numerology says that 666
is bad luck and could decrease the value of your home by 2-3
percent. Also, steer clear of the number four, considered unlucky
in Chinese culture. Stick to the number eight, or include the
lucky digits 316 in your asking price!

Before entering the real estate market, educate yourself. The more
you know, the better your chances are for nailing down the home of
your dreams! 
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Automotive Done Right!
Right Car, Right Place, Right Time.

Devon Nissan recognizes that in today’s environment the
customer experience is everything. Customers can buy a new
Nissan anywhere but it is the overall sales and service experience
that keeps customers coming back. Devon Nissan’s salespeople,
service professionals and staff have worked towards one unified
goal; an exceptional customer experience. This isn’t just a mantra,
it’s a way of life. Every aspect of their new car sales, used car sales
and automotive service reflects their goal.
Devon Nissan’s mission is to delivery an extremely friendly,
extremely courteous, customer focused experience. As one of
the top volume Nissan dealers in the region, one only needs to
look at the sheer number of repeat clients to know that Devon
Nissan has succeeded in their mission. Because of this, Devon
Nissan is constantly ranked by Nissan in the top tier for customer
satisfaction.

New Cars

The Nissan brand has demonstrated their commitment to
quality and innovation this year with 5 beautifully redesigned
models including the Altima, Maxima, Murano, Sentra, and Titan.
The Armada and GT-R are also slated for redesign later this year.
Nissan continues to focus heavily on safety with backup cameras,
standard on every model. In addition to carrying all Nissan models
Devon Nissan is also proud to offer Leaf, a completely electric car
which is also maintenance free.
If you’re in the market for a new car Devon Nissan has you
covered. With an excellent inventory of New Cars and a highly
trained sales team, Devon Nissan’s focus is on understanding your
needs and wants. Their foremost concern is to have you drive home
in the vehicle you’ll be most happy in, not the vehicle that makes
them the most profit.

Used Cars

You don’t have to buy a new car to experience Devon Nissan’s
exceptional customer experience. Devon Nissan offers not only
Certified Pre-Owned Nissan Vehicles but also many other makes
and models. With a constantly changing inventory clients will be
sure to get a well-serviced, quality vehicle at the right price. If you
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are looking to sell a used car, in addition to No Obligation Trade in
Quotes, Devon Nissan will also purchase your vehicle outright.

Service

The Devon Nissan commitment to exceptional client experience
continues onward into their service department. The Service
Department not only specializes in providing service for all Nissan
models but also services almost all types of vehicles regardless of
make or model. The service team is extremely knowledgeable and
experienced, with technicians having an average tenure of 15+
years with Devon Nissan. When a client purchases a vehicle through
Devon Nissan they receive free car washes for life and a free loaner
car when warranty related work is being completed.

Financing

As a full service dealership Devon Nissan can coordinate all
financing onsite. Nissan offers low APR programs to qualified buyers
but Devon Nissan also offers a finance program suitable for all
clients regardless of credit history. Devon Nissan is committed to
helping clients, who may need to reestablish their credit, through
one of their many guaranteed credit approval programs.
At Devon Nissan it isn’t just about one transaction or the latest
promotion, it’s all about building a strong and meaningful client
relationship. At their core Devon Nissan is a family owned and
operated company and has been since 1988. As part of the Bush
Auto Group you can be assured that the service you receive will be
“Automotive Done Right”.
Be sure to visit the Devon Nissan showroom and service center
located at 459 W. Lancaster Avenue, Devon, PA 19333. You can
stop by anytime for a visit or even a No Obligation Trade-In/Vehicle
Purchase Quote. Devon Nissan’s Sales Department is open Monday
to Friday, 9 AM – 9 PM and Saturday, 9 AM – 6 PM. The Service
Department is open Monday to Friday, 7:30 AM – 6 PM and Saturday,
8 AM – 4 PM. New and Used Vehicle Inventory, as well as additional
information can be found on their website at www.DevonNissan.
com or by calling 610-695-2900.
Think Nissan? Think Devon Nissan. Stop by today and experience
the Devon Difference.
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BEEN EASIER.

The facts speak for themselves!
Direct Mail remains the single most cost
advertising for reaching
customers within
your community.

Contact us at
610.639.0160
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Alice Grim

Who was Alice Grim?
You’ve seen her name at a busy West Chester Pike
intersection.
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
On the western edge of Newtown Square is a semicircular street
named in honor of Alice Grim. Alice Grim Boulevard was built several
years ago to ring around a commercial development that has, as yet,
remained only a vision. On its western end, Alice Grim Boulevard
offers access to an office park and the Delaware County Veterans
Memorial. While Grim was not a soldier, she may have had an impact
on some soldiers from the area.
Alice Henry Grim (1888-1985) was a teacher who was born and
raised in the same community where she began her career at age 16,
and where she worked for more than 40 years until her retirement.
According to a Newtown Square Historical Society account by John
McCauley, “Alice Grim was the daughter of Jesse L. and Mary (Henry)
Grim. Her father was a farmer and member of the School Board.
Alice began school in the Chestnut Grove Seminary on School Lane.
Her first teacher was Miss Edith Davis. The school was very small,
64 1.800.558.0940, ext. 202 TO ADVERTISE | Marple Newtown

COURTESY NEWTOWN SQUARE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY-ALICE GRIM SCHOOL COLLECTION

INTHE KNOW

with attendance as low as 13 children at times, and conditions were
primitive. Drinking water was carried from a house, which has since
been torn down. Outside toilets were behind the school.”
Grim left the Chestnut Grove Seminary to attend the new Red
Brick School on South Newtown Street Road. At age 16, even before
her own schooling was finished, she started teaching at the school,
first in the primary grades but gradually moving to the upper grades.
She temporarily stopped teaching to attend West Chester Normal
School where she graduated high school in 1907. Many years later,
Grim attended the University of Pennsylvania where she earned her
bachelor’s degree in 1937.
When the Newtown Township Elementary Public School building
(now Stratford Friends School) was built in 1924, Grim was named to
a dual role as a sixth grade teacher and the school’s principal.
That school was renamed in Grim’s honor following her retirement
in 1951. The building was expanded in 1953 to include a library,
more classrooms and administrative offices. The Alice Grim School
was eventually closed by the school board in 1982. Delaware County
Christian School purchased the building one year later and housed
an elementary school there for more than 20 years. After it moved its
elementary school to Devon, Stratford Friends bought the property.
Alice Grim taught generations of local children, and there is still a
large online community of Alice Grim School alumni. 
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