An INCOMMUNITY Magazine

Marple
Newtown

ENJOYING

Newtown’s Trails
Where nature,
recreation and
history meet

SUMMER 2015
in-philly.com

Marple Newtown
School District
Page 11

Newtown Township
Page 29

Marple Newtown
Parks & Recreation
Page 46

CONTENTS
summer

•

2015

features
52 Upper Darby Summer Stage 2015
There’s something new and magical every week in
July and August.

54 Newtown Township in Blooming
Competition

National judges will visit this summer.

57 Special Section: Home Sweet Home!
Timely advice for consumers ready to buy, sell or
build a home.

62 Special Section: Home Construction
Summer is home construction season. Before you get
started, here are some tips.

on the cover
Newtown Township’s system of walking trails is growing.
See story on page 30.

departments
2 From the Publisher

29 Newtown Township News

4 IN the Loop: What’s news in

46 Marple Newtown Parks

Marple Newtown Area

& Recreation News

6 IN Events: Thrills and Chills

50 Marple Township News

8 IN Events: Memorial Day

56 IN Person: Joshua McGuire

Ceremonies in Broomall

11 Marple Newtown School

54

64 IN the Know: A Famous American
Benjamin Slept Here

District News

sponsored content
Business Spotlight

Industry Insights

27 The Desmond
45 Casey Ball Supports Coordination

10 Summer Safety: Rebecca A. Druash
28 Plastic Surgery: Noone Plastic Surgery Institute LLC

IN Community is a publication dedicated to representing, encouraging and promoting the Marple Newtown area and its comprising municipalities by focusing on the talents and
gifts of the people who live and work here. Our goal is to provide readers with the most informative and professional regional publication in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Marple Newtown | Summer 2015 | in-philly.com 1

FROM
THE

PUBLISHER
CEO & PUBLISHER
Wayne Dollard
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
Julie Talerico
j.talerico@icmags.com

W

EDITOR
Bob Byrne
b.byrne@icmags.com

elcome to the summer issue of IN
Marple Newtown magazine!

Your community publication is a true
collaborative partnership between IN
Community Magazines, Marple Newtown
School District, Newtown Township and
Marple Newtown Parks & Recreation.
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Each quarter, we provide stories on local
businesses, our rich community history,
local events, and profiles of fascinating
people who are doing extraordinary things
in Marple Newtown.
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Harvey Walls
h.walls@in-philly.com

If you know someone who is making a
difference in your community or if you have
a story idea you’d like us to consider, we’d love to hear from you. Please email our
editor, Bob Byrne, at b.byrne@icmags.com.
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t.marcovsky@icmags.com
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If you are a local business and would like to reach your audience in a
community-oriented, family-friendly publication, please contact me directly
about advertising at wayne@icmags.com.
Have a safe and fun-filled summer!

Wayne Dollard / CEO
IN Community Magazines
610.924.7322
wayne@icmags.com
IN Community Magazines is the largest magazine publishing company in Pennsylvania.
We are pleased to be partnered with the Marple Newtown communities.

Send Us Your Story Ideas!
We’d love to hear from you if you know someone in
your community who is making a difference or has
done something extraordinary. We’re also looking
for interesting story ideas (little-known facts, history
or other news) within your community.
If you have suggestions, email us at
b.byrne@icmags.com.
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Frank C. Videon Funeral Home
~ THE FAMILY TRADITION CONTINUES ~

Funeral Directors & Staff

Peg Currie, Secretary

Robert F. Nunan

David T. Videon, Supervisor

Sproul & Lawrence Roads | Broomall, PA 19008 |

Committed to Going the Extra Mile for Patients
· Periodontics & Dental
Implants
· All on Four immediate implant
placement
· Conscious Oral Sedation for
Dental Anxiety
· For those who fear needles we
offer The Wand
· Custom Appliances for
grinding, clenching and snoring
· State of the Art techniques
& technology
· Specializing in Complicated
Cases

610.356.8080

Timothy J. Cislo

Jonathan B. Barnes

| www.frankvideonfuneralhome.com

We Offer
Bite-Free
Parties
For Your
Enjoyment.
We Take The Bite
Out Of Your Yard!
BBQ's, By The Pool, Graduations,
Family Reunions and more…
Our 21-Day Barrier Spray takes care of:
Mosquitos • Fleas & Ticks • Crickets • Flies & Gnats • Spiders
Lawn Ants • Stink Bugs • And so much more!
This is an EPA Approved Program Applied By Our Certified Applications
Technicians. Non-toxic and Non-repellent to Honey Bees.

Call us today for a Pest Free Party: 855-867-7729
www.mosquitoplatoon.com

4900

905 W. Sproul Rd.
Suite 108
Springfield, PA 19064
jjhperio@comcast.net

610-328-9608

$

First 21-Day Barrier
Spray Special!
•

www.jjhperio.com

First Time Customers Only.
Expires 9/15/15
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in
the

Loop
Main Line Quilters at the Newtown Square Public Library.

What’s
news in
Marple Newtown
BY BOB BYRNE

THE MAIN LINE QUILTERS’ 10TH
ANNIVERSARY SHOW AT THE
NEWTOWN SQUARE LIBRARY!
2015 marks the 10th anniversary of the
Main Line Quilters’ exhibits at the Newtown
Square Library. During March (National
Quilting Month) and April, the library
celebrated with a special display of the
members’ fabulous quilts!
Every year, the Main Line Quilters group
donates dozens of charitable works of art to

worthy causes. This year’s exhibit included a
selection of baby quilts that were earmarked
for Delaware County Memorial Hospital’s
neonatal intensive care unit. For more
information about the Main Line Quilters,
visit the website www.mainlinequilters.org.
The Newtown Square Public Library
is located at 201 Bishop Hollow Road,
Newtown Square. Call 610.353.1022
and visit the FB page or the website at
www.newtownlibrary.org.

BOB BYRNE

Best of Main Line: Andrea Polizzi and Brian Polizzi of Waffatopia with chocolatier Gail Warner (center) of Bridge Street
Chocolates, at the 2014 Best of Main Line and Western Suburbs Party.
EAT, DRINK, AND SAMPLE
THE BEST OF THE AREA
The annual Best of the Main Line and
Western Suburbs Party is a fun event that
celebrates excellence and raises funds for a
worthy local cause.
The people, places, services and restaurants
that have received an esteemed Best of Main
Line and Western Suburbs award use this
night to showcase why they are worthy of the
title.
Guests dance, drink, and sample the vast
array of delicious food and enjoyable products
offered by winners from restaurants and
4 1.800.558.0940, ext. 202 TO ADVERTISE | Marple Newtown

hometown companies all over Delaware and
Chester counties.
Part of the proceeds from the event, which
will be held at Drexelbrook in Drexel Hill this
year on Thursday, July 23, from 6-9 p.m., will
go to charity.
Tickets:
VIP: $65 in advance. Not sold at the door.
General Admission: $55 in advance. $65 at
the door.
Group rate: $45 each (for 15 or more).
Group tickets are available by calling
302.656.1809.

HIT THE TRAIL AT
RIDLEY CREEK STATE PARK

BOB BYRNE

Summer is a great time to get outdoors
and enjoy some of the area’s most beautiful
trails. Every month on the first Saturday of the
month, the Friends of Ridley Creek are out
taking care of the trails in the park.
The park features 13 miles of hiking
trails that pass through a variety of habitats
throughout the central portion of the park.
There are five miles of biking/jogging trails.
The five-mile, paved Multi-Use Trail along
Sycamore Mills and Forge roads is designated

SAP Vice President Phillip Pegg accepts the Melmark Corporate Partner Award from Dr. Joanne Gillis-Donovan, Melmark
President and CEO.
SAP HONORED
initiatives include a fall festival, event
support and work in the Meadows Garden
at Melmark, where adults with special needs
are shareholders and profit from the sale of
dried flower arrangements, as well as other
handmade crafts.”
Melmark is a not-for-profit organization
that provides residential, educational,
vocational and therapeutic services for
children and adults with autism, intellectual
disabilities, brain injury and other
neurological and genetic disorders. Melmark
has facilities in Easttown, and in Andover,
Mass.

CAMP GARRETT
OFFERS AFFORDABLE
SUMMER CAMP OPTIONS

campus. We subsidize our tuition up to 100%
based on need for Garrett’s Way Learning
Center and Camp Garrett. We focus on
developmentally appropriate curriculum that
builds resiliency, respect, and collaboration.
Everyone is eligible for camp! We are an
inclusive environment.”
The camp serves children ages 5-15.
Counselors are highly trained and screened.
For more information visit
garrettwilliamson.org/campgarrett.

Did summer sneak up on you and your
school-age children? If you’re still looking
for a summer camp option, Camp Garrett,
offered by the Garrett-Williamson Foundation
in Newtown Square, may be just what you’re
looking for.
Summer camp runs from June 22 right up
to the start of school (September 3).
“Working parents need a place where their
children can go all summer long, not just until
the middle of August,” Camp Garrett Director
and Foundation Marketing and Development
Director Kate Braemer says.
The summer programs run in weekly
sessions. While the popular camps often fill
up quickly, it’s always worth checking to see if
there is space available for the week(s) you are
interested in.
Braemer says registration is open all year
round. “We are on a beautiful 240-acre

BOB BYRNE

BOB BYRNE

SAP, whose North American headquarters
are in Newtown Square, has been honored
as the Corporate Partner of the Year by
Melmark.
Melmark honored volunteers and
organizations making a difference in the lives
of children and adults with special needs
throughout the community at a special
awards ceremony at Aronimink Golf Club in
April.
SAP was honored by Melmark for
“providing opportunities to people with
special needs at Melmark through many
initiatives throughout the year. Those

for bicycles, joggers, walkers and cross-country
skiers. (Park in lots #7, #11, #15 and # 17. Bikes
prohibited on unpaved hiking trails.)
A 4.7-mile horseback riding trail begins in
Picnic Area #8. A parking lot for trailers is at
the trailhead. Hidden Valley Farms operates
a stable within the park that provides horse
boarding, riding lessons, pony rides, and
an assortment of horse-related services.
610.892.7260 | www.hiddenvalleyhorsefarm.
com
The monthly Trail Day events will be
held on July 4, August 1, and September 5
at 9:00 a.m. Snacks and tools are provided
to volunteers. For more information or
to sign up for the monthly Trail Day, call
610.892.3900 or visit friendsofrcsp.org/
activities/trails. ■
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Thrills and Chills
Broomall Fire Company Carnival 2015
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
Opening night of the annual Broomall Fire Company Carnival offered thrills and chills as springtime temperatures dipped down into the
low 50s. That didn’t stop the young and young-at-heart from enjoying
a week of rides, food and fun in the carnival grounds across the street
from the fire station.
The Broomall Fire Company dates back to December 1922 when 26
community members started the company to serve the growing needs of
Marple Township. Ninety-one years later, the Broomall Fire Company
is still an all-volunteer organization serving a community of more than
24,000 citizens and protecting an area of approximately 11 square miles,
including a large stretch of The Blue Route (I-476).
To find out more about volunteering or donating to the Broomall Fire
Company, visit broomallfirecompany.com.
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Memorial Day Ceremonies in Broomall
Fallen Soldiers Honored
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
Veterans, school students and members of the community turned out
on Memorial Day to remember and pay tribute to members of the armed
services who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.
American Legion Post 805 hosted its annual Memorial Day parade along
West Chester Pike and Malin Road. The procession included public officials;
the Paxon Hollow Middle School and Marple Newtown High School bands;
Boy Scouts; Broomall and Newtown Square fire companies; and Marple
Ambulance Corps.
A final observance of the morning, pictured here, was hosted by VFW Post
7390, at Veterans Memorial Park on Lawrence Road. Veterans laid wreaths
at the memorial which commemorates the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and
Coast Guard. The Veterans Memorial Park crowd was treated to hot dogs,
soft pretzels and drinks provided by Kish Funeral Home.
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INDUSTRY INSIGHT

SUMMER SAFETY

SPONSORED CONTENT

Cookouts

S

ummer brings many hours of outdoor play for children…
and many concerns for their safety. Pediatricians are strong
advocates for child Safety. Accidents (unintentional injuries)
are a leading cause of death in children and adolescents.
Adhere to the following advice to have SAFE fun outdoors!
Many other safety tips can be found on the American
Academy of Pediatrics web site (healthychildren.org).
Have a happy, safe summer!

Water Safety

Children can drown in as little as one inch of water. Always
keep your young children at arm’s length when around
water! Of major concern in the summer are unattended
inflatable pools, buckets, ice chests, hot tubs, and
swimming pools. Never leave a child for even one minute.
Parents are aware of the dangers of deep water: ponds,
creeks, rivers, lakes, oceans. However, do not become
less vigilant as children become older and learn to swim.
No one is too old or too talented of a swimmer to
accidentally drown.

Sun Exposure

Young children should be kept in the shade between
11a.m. and 2 p.m. This is also great advice for everyone!
Babies six months and younger should always be
covered from direct sunlight. Sunscreen for sensitive skin
SPF 30 or greater should be used on children six months
and older and reapplied every two to three hours.

Playgrounds

Make every effort to take your children to a play area that
has been designed and maintained with their safety in mind.
If such a playground is not available, inspect all equipment.
Be aware of sharp objects and hot surfaces. Do not allow your
children to climb high equipment that does not have properly
cushioned ground underneath.

Picnics and cookouts include playtime for children. Playing,
running, and walking while chewing food often leads to choking.
Children should be required to sit while eating and return to play
with no food in their mouths. Play areas should be away from
hot grills. Children should be nowhere near a hot coal grill in
case of tipping. Never squirt fire starter on a flaming grill. Hot
coals should be disposed of safely with no possible access by
children. Propane grills should be treated as stove tops. When
not being used, children should not be able to access the knobs
and lighting switches.

Fireworks

Be safe and take your children to see professional fireworks
displays. Neighborhood fireworks are responsible for loss of
fingers and eyesight, and severe burns. Children should never
light fireworks or pick up “duds.” Sparklers burn at very high
heat and are responsible for severe burns and eye injury.

Dangers of Yard Work

Children should not be outside when a mower or other power
tool is in use. Stones, sticks and objects become projectiles
causing injury. Children should not be allowed to ride on
mowers. Horrific injuries and death have occurred from falling
off, and from overturned mowers. Unattended poisonous and
caustic chemicals are always a source of injury and death in
children. Always keep them locked away!!! Children should not
play on grass treated with chemicals for at least two days. Keep
sharp tools out of the reach of children! If not in your hands,
they should be locked away.

Healthy Start

Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine
Rebecca A. Druash, D.O., FAAP, FACOP

Bike/Skateboard/Roller Blade Safety

Helmets! Helmets! Helmets! No excuses. Major head trauma
happens right in your backyard, driveway, or on your
sidewalk! The investment of your dollars into a properly fitting
helmet for the correct sport is one of the best investments
you can make into your child’s future. Do not purchase a
larger helmet for your child to “grow into.” Respect and
protect your child’s brain! Too cool for a helmet? Then no
bike! …no skateboard! …no rollerblades or skates! Don’t
forget the elbow and knee pads for skating to prevent growth
plate bone fractures!

All-Terrain Vehicles

The American Academy of Pediatrics strongly advises that
children under the age of 16 should never drive or ride on an
ATV!
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Caring for the children of Newtown Square
and surrounding communities!
Solo Physician providing personalized health care
Practicing Pediatrics for over 25 years in the Delaware Valley
Board certified Pediatrician
Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics
Fellow of the American College of Osteopathic Pediatrician
Trained in Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine and Cranial Therapy

“Give your child a Healthy Start for a life of Wellness!”
11 St. Albana Ave., Suite 101

Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-356-5500
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Congratulations!
to the MNHS CLASS OF 2015!
Nicole Ozdowski, Valedictorian
Nicole Ozdowski has always been interested in the sciences, and she became
especially interested in physics in sixth grade. Nicole also began to play the flute and
take private lessons in sixth grade. Since then, music and science have been her
main interests. Since Nicole began competing at 11 years old, she has placed first
in eight musical competitions, performed as a soloist with four orchestras, and was
named a finalist for the Philadelphia Orchestra’s Albert M. Greenfield Competition.
During the summer of 2014, Nicole attended the Pennsylvania Governor’s School
for the Sciences and worked on a team project about wave-particle duality. Nicole
was a leader of Marple Newtown High School’s Annenberg Science Symposium
team, and participated in Science Olympiad. Nicole plans to major in physics at
Princeton University, and she hopes to join the Princeton University Orchestra to
continue her musical career.
Quote: “The scientist does not study Nature because it is useful; he studies it because he delights in it, and
he delights in it because it is beautiful. If Nature were not beautiful, it would not be worth knowing, and if
Nature were not worth knowing, life would not be worth living.” – Henri Poincaré

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS

arple Newtown

Sohyeon Park, Salutatorian
Throughout her years at Marple Newtown High School, Sohyeon Park was very
involved in extracurricular activities. Sohyeon participated in Orchestra, Field Hockey,
International Club, Interact and Hi-Q. With the Future Business Leaders of America
(FBLA) she was able to attend and place in the regional and state conferences.
Sohyeon has very fond memories from both her classes and her activities.
Sohyeon was very involved in Community Service; during previous summers,
she volunteered at Nana’s Attic, Broomall Presbyterian Village and the Hospital
of University of Pennsylvania. As President of the National Honor Society, she
enjoyed serving her community through various events, such as the Loomis
Run and Sunshine 5K. Sohyeon plans to major in Public Health at Johns Hopkins
University. Currently, she wishes to pursue a career in medicine. Sohyeon also
wants to continue to volunteer and join clubs that provide medical aid to those in
need in the Baltimore area and foreign countries. Not only does she want to further
her education, but also intellectually challenge herself in college. Sohyeon wishes to take
advantage of the research opportunities at Johns Hopkins and study abroad as well.
Quote: “There are far, far better things ahead than any we leave behind.” – C.S. Lewis

Kyle Bohn, President of the Class of 2015
Kyle Bohn is proud to be a student of Marple Newtown High School. He is
the President of the Class of 2015. Throughout his four years at Marple, Kyle
competed as a Varsity member of the Men’s Swimming Team and served as
a Captain of the team his senior year. He was a member of Marple’s National
Honor Society chapter, as well. Outside of school, Kyle is an Eagle Scout and
he also works as a lifeguard at a local swim club. For his senior project, Kyle
completed an internship at Congressman Patrick Meehan’s local district office in
Springfield.
Kyle is attending the United State Military Academy at West Point. He will
graduate the Academy in four years as a 2nd Lieutenant of the United States Army.
He wishes Marple and its students the best in its next 100 years.
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Adams State University
Albright College
Alfred University
Alvernia University
American University
Arcadia University
The Art Institute of Philadelphia
Ashland University
Bentley University
Bloomsburg University
Boston University
Bucknell University
Cabrini College
California University of Pennsylvania
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Cedar Crest College
Chestnut Hill College
Clarion University
Clark University
Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston
The College of New Jersey
The College of William & Mary
Cornell University
CUNY John Jay College
Delaware County Community College
Delaware Valley College
DeSales University
Drew University
Drexel University
Duquesne University
East Carolina University
East Stroudsburg University
Edinboro University
Elizabethtown College
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Emory Henry College
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida Southern College
Florida State University
Fordham University

Franklin & Marshall College
Geneva College
George Mason University
Georgia Southern University
George Washington University
Gettysburg College
Gordon College
Gwynedd Mercy University
Hamden-Sydney College
Harcum College
High Point University
Hillsborough Community College
Hofstra University
Immaculata University
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
James Madison University
Johns Hopkins University
Johnson & Wales University
Kingston University London
Kutztown University
Lafayette College
LaSalle University
Lebanon Valley College
Lehigh University
Lock Haven University
Manor College
Mansfield University
Maryland Institute College of Art
Merrimack University
Miami University Oxford
Milford Academy
Millersville University
Monmouth University
Moravian College
Muhlenberg College
Neumann University
New York University
Pace University
Pennsylvania College of Art & Design
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Pennsylvania State University
Philadelphia University
Princeton University

Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Randolph College
Randolph-Macon College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey
Rider University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Roehampton University
Rosemont College
Rowan University
Rutgers University
Saint John’s University
Saint Joseph’s University
Salisbury University
Seton Hall University
Shippensburg University
Southern Connecticut State University
Stevenson University
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University
Temple University
Towson University
United States Military Academy
University of Alaska Fairbanks
University of Arizona
University of the Arts
University of Bridgeport
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Florida
University of Hartford
University of Maine
University of Maryland
University of Miami
University of Michigan

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of the Sciences
University of Scranton
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida
University of Tampa
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
Ursinus College
Villanova University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Washington College
Washington & Jefferson College
West Chester University
Western Carolina University
Western New England
Widener University
Wilkes University
Yale College
York College of Pennsylvania
MILITARY
Pennsylvania National Guard
United States Army
United States Marines
United States Navy
TRADE, INDUSTRIAL & TECHNIAL
Antonelli Institute
Automotive Training Center
JNA Institute of Culinary Arts
The Restaurant School at Walnut Hill College
Toni & Guy Hairdressing Academy’
Universal Technical Institute
Venus Beauty Academy
The Williamson Free School of Mechanical Trades
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College Acceptance List
for the Class of 2015

Jack Shevlin, Albright College, baseball
Pat Tackney, Penn State University Brandywine, baseball
Grant Wallace, Neumann University, baseball
Seth Wasserman, Muhlenberg College, baseball
Andrew Moore, University of Vermont, track
Gurjeet Rai, West Chester University, track
Megan Peterson, Bloomsberg University, field hockey
Tom Higgins, Elizabethtown College, lacrosse
Bill Morgan, Cabrini College, lacrosse
TJ Reilly, Cabrini College, lacrosse
Carly Vegso, Kutztown University, lacrosse
Bree Farrell, Chestnut Hill College, soccer
Josh Gotlib, Franklin and Marshall College, soccer
Nicole Kulp, Alvernia University, soccer
Holly Nicolardi, East Stroudsburg University, soccer
Nick Giordano, East Stroudsburg University, basketball
Carly Hamilton, Carnegie Mellon University, basketball
Jake McGee, Moravian College, basketball
Rylee Power, West Chester University, tennis, basketball
Nicole Smythe, Delaware Valley University, basketball
Sarah Roberts, Eastern University, volleyball
Vince Ciavardelli, Franklin and Marshal College, football
Dominic Talluto, Delaware Valley University, football
Adrian Sapnas, Milford Academy, football

Marple
Marple Newtown
Township

2015 MNHS College Bound Athletes

MNHS Honor Societies
The Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica is an international honor society
for high school students in Spanish 3 or higher who are continuously
enrolled in Spanish until graduation, sponsored by AATSP (The American
Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese). It is aimed at
promoting and recognizing high achievement in the study of Spanish and
to promote interest in Hispanic studies.
World language is an elective course of study. Even though it is highly
encouraged for college admissions, it is not required beyond one year of
high school study. World language study is an academic subject with all
the added rigor of doing so in another language. Therefore, language
teachers feel it is important to acknowledge those students who excel in
their Spanish studies, and especially those who persist in their language
sequence through to graduation.
The honor of being inducted includes more than just a demonstration of outstanding scholarship. Members are individuals who
have also demonstrated good character, leadership, seriousness of purpose, cooperation, honesty, service, and commitment to others
and the Society.
In order to maintain their membership in the Society, each year, members must continue to be enrolled in the next level of Spanish
course until graduation, maintain an A average in those classes, maintain a B average or higher in all other subjects, maintain an overall
weighted GPA of an 85, continue to only engage in behavior that is becoming of an honor society member, and commit to community
and global support.
Inductees: Aaima Amer, Nicole Atkins, Carolina Carlton*, Liann Ching, Molly Coghlan, Seanna Corr, Sara Danenhower, Anna DeCecco, Amanpreet Dulku, Christopher Feltner, Nicholas
Finnicum, Rebecca Gallagher, Lauren Gries*, Stella Ha, Delaney Hussey, Ciara Maas, Megan MacNeal, Beneshia Mathew, Theodosia Mikropoulos, Phillip Missan, M. Nicholas Molinaro,
Allison Mulgrew, Yujin No, Corentin Prigent, Elizabeth Rains, Jennifer Rodman, Corrine Smith*, Caitlyn Spencer, Kyra Spencer, Konstantinos Tsarouchis, Caroline Van Son, Marissa Villano,
Christina Zografakis. *Indicates a graduating senior

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS
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Marple Newtown High School is proud to sponsor Tri M Music Honor Society, Chapter 764

Tri-M Music Honor Society, formerly known as Modern Music Masters, is a high school and middle school music honor society and is
a program of the National Association for Music Education (NAfME). It is designed to recognize students for their academic and musical
achievements and to provide leadership and service opportunities to young musicians. Each school has its own chapter, which is run
by the students, but supervised by an advisor or sponsor, usually a school teacher. There are approximately 6200 participating chapters
in several countries.
To be eligible for membership, a student must maintain a A- average in their music classes, a B average in all of their academic
courses, be presently enrolled in a music course, have minimum number of community service hours, and be recommended for
membership by their school’s music faculty. Students must maintain
these high standards as part of their reapplication process each year.
Alexander Harley and his wife, Frances, founded Tri M in 1936. At the
time, Harley was the band director and Music Department Chairman
at Maine Township High School East in Park Ridge, Illinois. It has been a
program of MENC: The National Association for Music Education since
1983. In 2011, the name MENC was changed to NAfME or the National
Association for Music Education.
This year, Chapter 764 inducted 21 members: Connor Buckley, Alyssa Drinkard,
Julia Gloninger, Nicholas Henderson, Katya Kariouk, Megan MacDonald, Gabby Maiorano, Mary
Montgomery, Masahiro Muramatsu, Jane Reminger, Katie Rice, Melissa Roth, Mira Sadeghi, Joshua
Schaaf, Corrine Smith, Deanna Stellabotte, Morgan VanZelst, Maddie Vile, Jenny Wolski, Angel Wu,
Jason Wu, and presented a Honorary Lifetime Award to Dr. Stephen P. Howarth, an advocate of music
education for more than 20 years in the Marple Newtown School District.

National Honor Society 2015 Inductees:
The National Honor Society (NHS) is the nation’s premier organization established to recognize outstanding high school students.
More than just an honor roll, NHS serves to honor those students who have demonstrated excellence in the areas of scholarship,
leadership, service, and character. These characteristics have been associated with membership in the organization since its beginning
in 1921.
Juniors: Alaina Agatone, Danielle Atkins, Elijah Caldwell, Matthew Deacon, Delaney Hussey, Theodosia Mikropoulos, Masahiro Muramatsu
Sophomores: Nicole Atkins, Rojin Baniasadi, Jason Chhay, Liann Ching, Sara Danenhower, Allen Ding, Regina Fairbanks, Julia Gloninger, Stella Ha, Lauren Holt, Rachel Hua, Kayleigh
Izzo, Scott Kauffman, Jasjit Kaur, Karch Klos, Cameron Mathes, Beneshia Mathew, Jenna Matteo, Samantha Miller, Anthony Missan, Phillip Missan, Laura Myers, Yujin No, Matthew Patton,
Elizabeth Rains, Katie Rice, Liem Ross, Mira Sadeghi, Saru Santhosh, Josh Starr, Kelly Sullivan, Konstantinos Tsarouchis, Eleni Valavanis, Lucky B. Wavai, Jenny Wolski, Jason Wu
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The Junior Initiative is an eleventh grade project that focuses on the
various aspects of the real business world. Mr. Dennis Andrews, Program
Coordinator, meets with the entire 11th grade class in September to
describe the program. Students then select what sessions they would like
at the conference in October where speakers from various areas of the
work world including business, non-profits, education, the arts, high tech
industries, local businesses, entrepreneurs, etc. come to present.
Students attend several sessions to hear professionals, business owners and executives talk about their companies, their
backgrounds and the necessary skills and academic training that are needed in today and tomorrow’s business world.
During the weeks after the conference, the students will spend time individually at a work place of their choice to conduct
interviews and learn more about a specific profession or career. Once the students have completed the visits and compiled their
research, each student will conduct an oral presentation in one of their classes summarizing their entire experience. The oral
presentation will focus on one aspect of the business world and how the student can utilize their experiences to better prepare
them for their future. Students who score exceptionally well on the project will be honored at a celebration.
The Marple Newtown School District is greatly appreciative of all the
efforts and dedication of the many business presenters, administration,
faculty, staff, parents and students that make this project a rewarding and
memorable experience for our entire Marple Newtown Junior Class. A
special thank you for Mrs. Marty’s Deli as one of the businesses that has
been with us from the beginning (they’ve also been great presenters,
bringing and preparing food at the student sessions!).
Junior Initiative is sponsored by the Marple Newtown School District
and Marple Newtown High School. The Program Coordinators are Mr.
Dennis Andrews and Mr. David Locher; Program Co-coordinators are Ms.
Gail Graham, Mrs. Jennifer Cipollone and Mr. Collin Hannan.
“We’re proud of how our Junior Initiative program exposes our junior
class to the world of work beyond high school, giving them opportunities
to investigate fields which interest them. They select what sessions to
attend at our Speaker’s Conference and they also select where to go for
their job shadowing visit which gives them control and responsibility to
make good choices for themselves rather than having us assign those
things to them. All along the process teacher mentors guide them. Over its 19 year history we have had other schools contact us
and even visit to explore our program and several of those schools have modeled their programs after ours.” said Mr. Andrews.
If you would like more information about Junior Initiative, please contact Mr. Dennis Andrews at dandrews@mnsd.org.

2014 JUNIOR INITIATIVE CONFERENCE PROGRAM:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Marty Godfrey & Marge Lehr, Mrs. Marty’s Deli, Business World Reality: Successes And Failures
Richard Johnson, Morgan Stanley, Wall Street Insights: Being A Stockbroker
Chief Doug Everlof, Newtown Square Fire Company, Firefighting And Related Professions
Michael Barnes, Boeing Philadelphia, Boeing And The Aerospace Industry
Brian Peters, Directv, Engineering And High Tech Industry
Tammy Ford, Careers Express, Choosing The Right Career
Gary Becker, R.R. Donnelley, Marketing: How Businesses Make More Money!
Kellie Mcginn, Portraits By Kellie, Being A Professional Photographer
John Cipollone, Whitman Company, Engineering Careers
Asher Brooks, Eastroom Recording, The Music Industry
Lt. Christopher Lunn & Patrolman Joseph Alonso, Newtown Square Police Department, Law Enforcement
Robert Coldwell, Your Local Leasing Company, The Property Management / Real Estate Business
Bill Mooney, Temple University, Rising Thorugh The Ranks In Business And Education
Steve Videon, Videon Chrysler, Opportunities At An Automotive Dealership

Marple Newtown | Summer 2015 | in-philly.com 15

MARP L E TOW
N E W TOW
NS HIP
N SC HOOL N E W S

“The Real World: How Business Works”

Marple
Marple Newtown
Township

The Marple Newtown
19th Annual
Junior Initiative

Newtown Square Public Library Welcomes
Marple Newtown High School Artists
June 1st through 30th!
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By Terri McCarthy
Along with hundreds of thousands of students
celebrating the end of their finals in math, science,
and languages, the Advanced Placement Art Students
at Marple Newtown High School are relieved to have
finished a project that takes an entire school year to
produce… their portfolios.
What is a portfolio? It’s the compendium of
required work in the Advanced Placement curriculum.
During the first half of the year the students follow the
teachers’ structured lesson plans and develop skills in
observational art, using all types of media: still lifes in
watercolor, portraits in pen and ink, conté, charcoal,
acrylic, oil and more. Twelve initial works are selected
to demonstrate a breadth of knowledge across those
media. Then a second set of 12 pieces represents work
done in the latter half of the year, when each student
concentrates on an area of interest and a theme. For
example, one year a student opted for the concept
of “reflections” and explored objects which mirrored
images: water, glass, even the glinting surface of an
eyeball. In total, each student’s portfolio contains 24
works which are submitted to the College Board and
to the institutions of their choice - like the University
of the Arts, the Tyler School at Temple University or the
Moore College of Art & Design.
While each of the students in the advanced
placement program have great talent; their skills,
interests, and preferred mediums are as diverse as
their backgrounds. Their teachers - Ms. Karen Can, Mr.
Michael Winterbottom, and Ms. Penny Gardner – have
provided the guidance and expertise to help them
develop those individual talents.
Ms. Can has noted that the students’ appreciation
for art – and each other – grows substantially during
their senior year in the Advanced Placement program.
She elaborated:
“One of the things I enjoy most is when the students
are working on their projects, and they critique and
learn from each other. They now have the vocabulary
and depth to describe what they’re looking at and
understand a variety of art forms and approaches.
When you put your artwork out for critique, you’re
vulnerable, and they trust each other enough to
interpret their strengths and weaknesses in a helpful
and respectful manner.”
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And Who Are The Students? This year will
showcase a great cross-section of talented artists who
have worked assiduously throughout their senior year
of high school. Detailed information on their work,
what inspires them, what they think of their teachers,
and what their futures may hold will be available at
this exciting exhibit. Here are a few words from each of
the participating students:
Ashley Agatone
We have many artists in the family – and most of my
inspiration comes from them! I love black & white
photography, and wanted to push myself to become
better this year. Mrs. Gardner taught me so much, gave
me confidence and helped me to grow.
Melanie Battiste
Art inspires me to express my thoughts and feelings.
My favorite medium is colored pencil, and thanks to
Mr. Winterbottom’s encouragement, AP art helped me
improve, taught me very important techniques – and
helped me work outside my comfort zone.
Sarah Goffney
I’m inspired by music and emotions, and enjoy working
in pastels and oils. It’s been a fantastic 4 years as your
student, Mrs. Can. Thank you for helping me prepare for
the Tyler School of Art!
Corinne Huston
My favorite artist is Ansel Adams. I fell in love with
photography my sophomore year, and knew I wanted
to continue. The Advanced Placement program allowed
me to do that, and explore the beauty of people and
the ability to capture one moment in time through
photography. Thank you for always pushing me to try my
best, Mrs. Gardner.
Coryn Lunn
My favorite medium is acrylic paints and I enjoy how
art enables me to express myself. I will be attending the
University of the Arts next year, and decided to take
AP Studio Art in an effort to challenge and push myself.
Thank you, Mr. Winterbottom for all you’ve done – and all
I’ve learned.
Arden Lieberman
I’ll be attending the Temple Fox School of Business next
year. But music inspires me to create art, and my favorite
medium is colored pencil. Thank you to Mr. Winterbottom

for being an awesome teacher! I enjoyed the challenge of this full year
of AP Art class. #blessed

the empathy and support that the AP art students evince for each
other, and the respect they have for their teachers makes it an honor
to show them that there are rewards for hard work. We are proud to
Caroline Metzger
I took Advanced Placement art because I wanted to gain more skills and host the Marple Newtown High School AP Art show at the Newtown
Square Library this June, and we welcome the public to learn more
figure out what I was best at. I’ll be attending DCCC, and my favorite
about these exceptional art students! Visit the Newtown Square
medium is acrylic paints. Thank you to Mr. Winterbottom for helping
Public Library Facebook page for photos of the exhibit, and check
me out so much!
out our website at www.newtownlibrary.org. The Newtown Square
Marie Pappolla
Library is located at 201 Bishop Hollow Road, Newtown Square, PA.
Gap year ahead! My favorite artist is Vincent Van Gogh. Tumblr
inspires me to create, and my favorite medium is acrylics. Thanks to my Call (610) 353-1022
Advanced Placement Art teacher, Mr. Winterbottom, for being hard on
me. #blessed.
Terri McCarthy (Morrison) is coauthor of nine books, including Kiss, Bow or
Shake Hands® which has sold over 325,000 copies and is a #1 Amazon.com
Eric Stewart
business bestseller. www.TerriMorrison.com.
I enjoy working in black & white film, and my favorite artist is Peter
Christopherson. I’ll be attending the Antonelli Institute this fall.
The way things look from a particular angle inspires me. Thanks
Mrs. Gardner for teaching me so much about printing pictures in a
darkroom.
Cassandra Trahey
I enjoy capturing the beauty of nature and people in black & white
photography. I’ll be going to the University of Florida this fall. Thank
you for teaching me Mrs. Gardner, I learned so much from you, and
hope you continue to inspire people the way you inspired me!
As we know, art is an intensely personal endeavor that sometimes
graces public space. The Friends of the Newtown Square Public
Library appreciate that all the students in the Marple Newtown
School system have to work very hard to achieve their goals. Seeing
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Marple Newtown Senior AP Students showing samples of their work! Left to right, back row: Caroline Metzger, Melanie Battiste, Eric Stewart,
Corinne Huston, Ashley Agatone, Cassandra Trahey, Sarah Goffney, and Coryn Lunn. Front row, left to right: Arden Lieberman and Marie Pappolla.
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Russell Elementary School Spreads KINDNESS!
During the week of January 26-30th Russell students participated
in a Kindness Challenge along with many other students across
the United States. The Great Kindness Challenge is a proactive and
positive bullying prevention initiative that improves school climate
and increases student engagement. The Challenge is one week
devoted to performing as many acts of kindness as possible. Using
a checklist of 50 kind acts, students take the challenge and prove
that bullying is weak and kindness is strength. The 50 acts are to be
accomplished at school. The students are encouraged to continue
sharing their kindness at home, in their communities and in our
world.
Throughout the week, many fun activities were planned to
encourage and allow for acts of Kindness to be done.

Monday: Students made a most kind-hearted handprint. The Great Kindness
Challenge Organization is trying to break a Guinness Book of World Record for
the most handprints. They are helping beat that record!
Tuesday: Students were asked to bring in canned goods to help stock St.
Mark’s emergency food center.
Wednesday: Classroom door decorating contest. Students helped decorate
their classroom doors to show how they spread Kindness in school. The PTO
Community Service Committee judged to determine the winner. The winning
classroom will earned an extra recess.
Thursday: Students made kindness cards for residents at Dunwoody Village.
Students also participated in classroom door tours. Teachers took their students
around to view the classroom Kindness doors.
Friday: Ended the week with a special school spirit Gathering. Students
celebrated their Kindness achievement through song, awards, and positive
encouragement to keep the kindness going.
18 | Marple Newtown

Who Created The Great Kindness Challenge?
The Great Kindness Challenge was created by Kids For Peace, in
2011, when they were asked to help stop school bullying. In 2012,
the Great Kindness Challenge was piloted with 1614 students in 3
schools in Carlsbad, CA. By 2013 they have grown the program to
include 113,954 students in 263 schools. And last year, in 2014, they
were overjoyed to have 554,486 students in 1099 schools united to
inspire 27,724,300 acts of kindness! For more information, please
visit: kindnessmattersblog.org

President Obama has an ambitious goal of increasing America’s
college degree attainment rate by 20% within the next five years,
thus returning the United States to No. 1 in the world in 25-34 year
olds who have completed a postsecondary education. Whether or
not this happens depends on many factors, prime among them the
price of a college education.
High school students across the US had the opportunity recently
to weigh in on the topic as competitors in Moody’s Mega Math (M3)
Challenge, an annual applied math contest that gives participants
the opportunity to use mathematical modeling to come up with
solutions to relevant everyday issues. This year, more than 6,000
students from across the country were asked to provide cost-benefit
analyses of higher education. The problem was especially relevant
since participants will be making their own decisions about college
in the next few months to a year.
Using publicly available data on college tuition rates, scholarships,
and financing costs, participants created mathematical models
to quantify and consider the price paid, expected earnings, and
lifestyle factors resulting from the attainment of an undergraduate
education. As part of the intensive Challenge Weekend, students
working in teams of 3-5 spent 14 hours gathering data on tuition
costs, debt burden, and labor statistics, and comparing the earning
potential of various career paths, including those of STEM vs. nonSTEM graduates. They also attempted to assign mathematical value
to qualitative parameters that influence overall quality of life and
evaluated the impact of President Obama’s community college plan,
which proposes two years of free community college education for
eligible students.
“The most rewarding part of this experience was the amazing
feeling of being able to work together as a well-functioning team.
Each member was enthusiastic, creative, and wonderful to work
with. I’m glad I got to share this accomplishment with them,” senior
Nicole Ozdowski mused. Other team members were seniors Mike
Blumberg, Sohyeon Park, Diana Myers, and Kyle
Bohn. MNHS math teacher Matthew Landes is the
team coach.
Of the initial 1,128 submissions, 201 papers
advanced to the second round of judging that
took place in Philadelphia in late March, where
judges identified 65 teams that will receive
a share of the $125,000 in scholarship prizes
offered by The Moody’s Foundation, the contest
sponsor. Marple Newtown High School snagged
one of those prizes, being designated as an
Honorable Mention team and awarded a $1,000
team prize.
The top six awards, ranging from $2,500 to
$20,000, will go to the Finalist teams representing
high schools in Minnesota, Virginia, North
Carolina, and Connecticut.
Other Pennsylvania schools were awarded an
Honorable Mention Team Prize of $1,000 each
for noteworthy solutions. From over 90 in PA
that submitted solutions, including other Delco
schools, are:

~ Burrell High School, Lower Burrell, Pennsylvania
~ Council Rock High School, South, Holland, Pennsylvania
~ Marple Newtown High School, Newtown Square, Pennsylvania
~ New Hope-Solebury High School, New Hope, Pennsylvania
~ Northwestern Lehigh High School, New Tripoli, Pennsylvania
~ Pocono Mountain East High, Swiftwater, Pennsylvania
About the Sponsor: The Moody’s Foundation, a charitable organization established
by Moody’s Corporation, is committed to supporting education, in particular the study of
mathematics, finance and economics. The Foundation also funds specific initiatives in the areas
of global economic development, microfinance, civic, health and human services as well as arts
and cultural programs. The Foundation supports programs located in select metropolitan areas
in the United States, the United Kingdom and elsewhere around the world.
Moody’s is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings,
research, tools and analysis that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets.
Moody’s Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is the parent company of Moody’s Investors Service, which
provides credit ratings and research covering debt instruments and securities, and Moody’s
Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and research for credit and
economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported revenue of
$3.0 billion in 2013, employs approximately 8,400 people worldwide and maintains a presence
in 31 countries. Further information is available at www.moodys.com.
About the Organizer: The Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM),
headquartered in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is an international society of over 14,000
individual members, including applied and computational mathematicians and computer
scientists, as well as other scientists and engineers. Members from 85 countries are researchers,
educators, students, and practitioners in industry, government, laboratories, and academia. The
Society, which also includes nearly 500 academic and corporate institutional members, serves
and advances the disciplines of applied mathematics and computational science by publishing
a variety of books and prestigious peer-reviewed research journals, by conducting conferences,
and by hosting activity groups in various areas of mathematics. SIAM provides many
opportunities for students including regional sections and student chapters. Further information
is available at www.siam.org.
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Honorable Mention Team Prize of $1000 puts them in top 5.7% in the nation
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Marple Newtown High School Students Model the Price of
Higher Education, Determine if College is Worth It
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Culbertson Elementary Buddy Benches
Buddy Benches are for fostering
friendships and a sense of community at
school where all children are included and
accepted. Many kids are overwhelmed
with the “unstructured time” that recess
can bring. Recess can be somewhat
intimidating and lonely without anyone
to play with. Perhaps the students are
shy and don’t know how to join in a
game. Perhaps making and maintaining
friendships is difficult for a child. The notion
of the benches is that a child who would
like to play, but just doesn’t know how to
get started can have a seat on the bench.
That’s an indicator that the other students
should do all that they can to invite that
child to play with them. That student
can be invited to join a game, or perhaps
someone could just sit and talk with them
on the bench. Maybe instead of sitting, the
students could “walk and talk” on the playground. It’s all about reaching out and helping everyone to feel included. Mrs. Beth Walsh,
Teacher at GVSD and Tyler’s mom had done these benches at her school and thought this would be a great 5th grade gift and legacy at
Culbertson.
Bill Mansi, Tyler Walsh’s grandfather, designed and crafted the benches so that each student in each of the 5th grade classes would
“own” a piece of the bench. Students painted their piece however they chose. Mr. Mansi then returned and facilitated assembling
the benches with each child using a hand drill to screw their board into its proper location on the bench. This created a sense of true
ownership between the students, the benches, and the overall mission of the Buddy Bench. Sherwin Williams in Edgemont donated all
of the paint and funding for the other necessary supplies came generously from the Culbertson PTO.
Buddy Benches can also be found at Loomis Elementary. Bill Mansi along with Domenic Cancelliere, 5th Grade student, initiated the
benches at Loomis. Parents, community members and the PTO donated the paint.

Loomis Elementary Caring Quilts

Loomis Elementary “Caring Quilts” begin each year when each classroom is given
materials to design a 16 square quilt. Parent volunteers work with the children and
classroom teacher to choose a theme and decorate the quilt squares. Every child in the
class participates in the process to make their masterpiece and then the quilt is sewn
together by an adult volunteer. Loomis gathered for an assembly and the quilts were
donated to the Make-A-Wish Foundation. This organization gives “wishes” to children
who are ill and in need of some tender loving care. In addition, Pennies for Patients raised
over $1500 with proceeds going equally to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society as well
as the Shelly and Gibson families.
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Earth Day at Worrall Elementary

Worrall Elementary is the “Green School” in the Marple
Newtown School District, so when Science Supervisor, Dr.
Josephine Johnston, and Social Studies Supervisor, Ms.
Sandra Schaal were asked to help kick off Worrall’s Earth Day
celebration with interdisciplinary Social Studies and Science
lessons, they were excited to be part of the Green traditions
at Worrall Elementary School. The two Supervisors had the
privilege of co-teaching each Kindergarten, first, second,
and third grade class, illustrating how issues related to the
environment can be studied through the lens of Science and
Social Studies.
Kindergarten and first grade students learned about how
they can help take care of the Earth and the importance of
recycling. Students discussed all the different ways they help
take care of their homes, neighborhoods, schools, and the
planet. Students became “recycling detectives” to search for
items around the classroom that belong in the recycling bin.
Students were equipped with magnifying glasses and had to
observe each item for the recycling symbol. They were asked to
classify the items into two categories, recyclable or trash. By the
end of the lesson, students at Worrall Elementary understood
that recycling is one way to reduce the amount of waste that
goes into landfills and the environment.
Second and third grade classes learned about the
importance of trees in the environment and the efforts of
each individual person through Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan
woman who started the “Greenbelt” reforestation movement in
Africa. Students learned about Wangari by reading Wangari’s

Trees of Peace by Jeanette Winter. They then divided into
discussion groups to identify Wangari’s problems, challenges
and accomplishments. In their discussion, students compared
and contrasted her efforts on behalf of the environment with
those of students at Worrall Elementary School. Students then
created “Worrall and Wangari’s Tree of Hope,” writing what
they learned on big green leaves to put on a life-sized tree in
the hallway. Students finished by watching Wangari herself,
narrate a video “I am a Hummingbird” about a small bird who,
just as the students at Worrall Elementary, “does the best she
can” to save the environment.
The culminating event for Worrall’s Earth Day Celebration
was an assembly for students during which first and second
graders performed the show that they themselves wrote,
under the direction of Worrall Music Teacher, Mrs. Larysa
Dragonetti. Worrall’s English Language Learners were
featured. In their play, “Mother Nature” took the audience
on a tour of the world. She stopped at each continent
and students from one of the 1st or 2nd grade classes,
representing the local citizens, gave her the bad news about
environmental problems, and then the good news about
how people are working to fix the problems. Along the way,
the students sang songs, acted out their parts. As each class
completed their performance, students added a continent
puzzle piece to a large puzzle of the world that dominated
the stage. Through this celebration, students demonstrated
their understanding of the important role their actions play in
the future of their earth.
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As an exciting outdoor extension of their science curriculum, all
9th grade students from Marple Newtown High School participate in
the Annual Crum Creek Snapshot at one of four locations in Newtown
and Marple Townships. The sites are: Mill Hollow upstream, Mill
Hollow downstream, Trout Road and Boot Road at the Covered Bridge.
The Annual Crum Creek Snapshot is the result of a partnership formed
between the Chester Ridley Crum Watersheds Association (CRC), the US
Forestry Service, and Marple Newtown High School (MNHS).
One purpose of holding an annual snapshot of Crum Creek is to assess the
state of various parts of the watershed over time, which will hopefully lead to greater
awareness and protection measures as the watershed continues to be built out. Integrating this field study of
Crum Creek into the regular earth science curriculum is also a great way to increase understanding of concepts
being taught in the classroom, and to meet state standards for watershed education.
The students recorded and analyzed differences in the stream’s chemical water quality, biological life, and
physical conditions. They also presented the data and conclusions to the other students through PowerPoint
presentations, music, photos, and discussions. The related topics in the environmental science unit take over
3 weeks of class time. The results are then posted on CRC website, www.crcwatersheds.org, and will serve as a
baseline for future studies.
The Chester Ridley Crum Watersheds Association (CRC) is a nonprofit environmental organization founded in
1970. CRC is the only watershed organization devoted to the protection of the water resources of the Chester,
Ridley, and Crum Creek Valleys in Chester and Delaware Counties, Pennsylvania.
For more information, please contact: Robert Speca, MNHS, rspeca@mnsd.org
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The National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation recognized the Marple
Newtown School District as 1 of 388 school districts in 46 states as among the Best Communities
for Music Education. In its 16th year, the program singles out districts for outstanding efforts by
teachers, administrators, parents, students and community leaders who have made music education part of the core curriculum.
Ensuring that every child has access to music in schools requires commitment by students, teachers, and those who determine school
budgets,” said Mary Luehrsen, executive director of the NAMM Foundation. “We commend the districts and schools that have earned the Best
Community designation this year. They join with so many that believe as we do that there is a vital link between do-rei-me and the ABCs.”
The BCME and SMMA designations take on added significance this year with new research showing strong ties between music
education and overall student success. A new body of evidence, released at the start of the school year by Northwestern University brain
researcher Dr. Nina Kraus, shows that participation in music education programs helps improve brain function and sparks language
development. The Associated Press, The Wall Street Journal and National Public Radio highlighted the new research.
The NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit supported in part by the National Association of Music Merchants and its nearly 9,200 members
around the world. The Foundation advances active participation in music making across the lifespan by supporting scientific research,
philanthropic giving and public service programs. For more information about The NAMM Foundation, visit www.nammfoundation.org.

Person of the Year Award
Congratulations to Debbie Bowman (Worrall Elementary) and Kathy
Arganetto (Loomis Elementary) who were both awarded the 2015
“Marple Newtown Person of the Year Award!” Congratulations to you
both! This is the second annual presentation of the “Marple Newtown
Person of the Year Award,” which is sponsored by Marple Newtown
parents Charles and Meghan Houder. The Houders contacted Dr.
Merle Horowitz about creating the award to honor a person in
the district who best exemplifies, through his or her dedication,
humanity and professionalism, the highest ideals of the Marple
Newtown School District.

Pillows for Breast Cancer
This spring the Paxon Hollow MS sewing club decided to forgo
making projects for themselves and instead chose to make pillows
for breast cancer patients. This decision came about out of awareness
that a PHMS staff member was undergoing breast cancer treatments.
Collectively the students sewed 20 pillows specifically designed for
breast cancer patients. Upon completion, the students took a field to
Bryn Mawr Hospital and donated the pillows while also receiving a
tour of their treatment center. Once again our students look for ways
to give to our community. Pictured: Family and Consumer Science
teacher Linda Fergusson with her students.
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Marple Newtown School District named a Best
Community for Music for the third consecutive year!
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MNSD Music Education Program
Receives National Recognition
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Teacher Days 21
21

may be utilized to meet our
requirements for attendance.

SPONSORED CONTENT

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The Desmond has always been more than “just a room.” The
hotel has been an independent, family-owned and operated
hotel since 1993. This independence allows for flexibility and
separates it from a typical cookie-cutter establishment. John
Desmond purchased the hotel in 1993 after owning another
Desmond hotel in Albany, N.Y., for a number of years. Desmond’s
family and team continue to operate both hotels today.
Along with the 194 fresh, newly renovated guest rooms, eight
suites and 16 IACC-certified conference rooms, The Desmond
also offers a 130-seat amphitheater, an elegant ballroom with
a dramatic conservatory area, and banquet services to host
any wedding, corporate or social event. Plus, there are three
on-site restaurants for both guests and local diners to enjoy for
breakfast, lunch or dinner.
“From the very beginning, The Desmond’s goal was to be the
center of the Great Valley community and we have a rich history
of hosting successful corporate and social events,” General
Manager Mike Chain said. “When it comes to inspired cuisine,
rich settings and exceptional service, The Desmond transforms
any occasion into an extraordinary event.”
Chain started at The Desmond as a lifeguard and worked
in just about every department in the hotel before becoming
general manager in 2008.
That sense of family and community trickles down from the
management team to the staff, and in turn, to the guests as well.

The Desmond Hotel

|

1 Liberty Blvd

|

SPONSORED CONTENT

So whether you are visiting The Desmond for a weekend getaway
or to host your dream wedding, the professional staff is ready to
cater to all needs.
“Our staff takes pride in delivering exceptional service to all of
our guests, and our restaurants have won awards for our delicious
menus,” Chain said. “From small dinners to large weddings and
corporate functions, we will work with your vision and budget to
produce an event to make you proud.”
Your experience does not have to be limited to the indoors
either because The Desmond has great outdoor space. The
Sunset Grille Deck is open from June through September and
is a popular spot for lunch, happy hour, la carte dining and live
music. The Sunset Grille can be booked for a private party and
the adjacent Picnic Grove is also a perfect spot to host a rehearsal
dinner or private event.
During a Desmond stay, guests can also enjoy free hotel-wide
WiFi, an in-house fitness center plus complimentary use of the
YMCA across the street, and complimentary local shuttle service.
The Desmond offers two rewards programs: one for diners and
one for travelers.
Book your stay at The Desmond, located at One Liberty
Boulevard in Malvern, Pa., soon because a one-of-a-kind
experience awaits.
Find The Desmond online at www.desmondgv.com and on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/desmondmalvern.

Malvern, PA 19355

|

610-296-9800

|

Toll Free: 800-575-1776
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PLASTIC SURGERY

Summer Sensation
Noone Plastic Surgery Institute

Let’s face it: we all have some aspect of our physical appearance
that we wish we could change. For many women, the size and
shape of our breasts not only alters the way our clothing fits, but
it changes the way we see ourselves. Perhaps you are naturally
small breasted, or, like many women who have had and nursed a
baby (or two or three…), there comes a time when you decide that
improved appearance of your breasts will enhance your self-image
and increase confidence.

Noone Plastic Surgery Institute

Let Our Board Certified Plastic Surgeons Help You Achieve the Look You’ll Love

R. Barrett Noone, MD, FACS & R. Brannon Claytor, MD, FACS

Accomplished in various cosmetic and reconstructive procedures, Noone Plastic
Surgery has performed over 3000 breast implant surgeries. Our specialty-trained,
board certified plastic surgeons are devoted to improving patients’ lives by providing
the latest surgical techniques through continued intensive training.
Call Debbie today to schedule your private consultation with our surgeons at our office
in Bryn Mawr. Mention this ad, and we will waive the consultation fee ($100 value).

Noone Plastic Surgery Institute, LLC
888 Glenbrook Avenue • Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
www.nooneplasticsurgery.com • (610) 527-4833
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Now that you have made the decision, it’s time to understand all your
options. When you sit down with your surgeon for your consultation,
he/she will assess your concerns and work with you to determine how
to achieve your optimal goal. You will review photographs of prior
patients to decide which look best corresponds with your objectives.
You may need only an augment or, in order to achieve your desired
appearance, you may need to have a mastopexy (lift) in combination
with an augment.
Next, you and your surgeon will determine the implant size and shape
that is right for you. There are many options for implants: traditional
round, shaped (tear-drop), saline, silicone and gummy bear for starters.
While there are many benefits to the saline implants, there is a higher
propensity toward rippling, and patients are trending toward silicone to
achieve a more natural appearance and feeling. There is no specific time
that implants will need to be replaced, and the newer developments
in shell technology have created implants that have advantages over
earlier generations of implants such as less rippling and better shape
stability.
Breast implants are usually placed below the muscle to give a better
transition of the chest wall to the breast, with the added benefit that
implants below the muscle also have a lower incidence of capsular
contracture (hard scar tissue around the implant) and are less palpable.
Patients often ask about the impact of implants when having an annual
mammogram; mammographers are very comfortable with imaging
around an implant. The breast may be imaged for breast surveillance
to screen for any abnormalities just as in a patient who does not have a
breast implant.
The most important decision you will make once you have decided
upon surgery is selecting your surgeon. The educated patient will
often choose a surgeon who is board certified in plastic surgery. This
will ensure that your surgeon has been extensively trained, undergone
a peer review examination, and was certified by the American Board
of Plastic Surgery. Another important aspect of qualification is the
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) for continued medical education.
MOC is offered by both the American Society of Plastic Surgeons and
the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery. This ensures that the
surgeon participates in ongoing education to remain current and upto-date in aesthetic plastic surgery procedures.

Contributed by Noone Plastic Surgery Institute.
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Newtown Township’s
Walking Trails
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Celebrating 20 Years of Recreation for
Residents and Continuing to Grow
Newtown residents have spoken: walking trails are important! In
fact, walking trails ranked high among amenities most important
to its residents who completed a survey currently being used to
develop Newtown’s 10-year Comprehensive Plan. Good thing, too,
because Newtown Township’s system of walking trails is growing.
Twenty years ago, the Township established two formal trails,
Goshen Walking Trail and Bishop Hollow Walking Trail. Several years of
careful planning has resulted in a new trail, the Liseter Walking Trail.
In a nod to the Township’s history, the trail system currently in the
works will converge at what was once the center of town, specifically
the Square Tavern (c. 1742) located at the corner of Route 252 and
Goshen Road.
As the name suggests, the Goshen Walking Trail parallels
Goshen Road starting at the Square Tavern. Over the past few
years, Newtown’s Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) labeled
representative trees along this trail to provide information to walkers
about the trees native to this region. This tree-lined gravel trail runs
for almost one mile and provides parking behind the Square Tavern.
The Bishop Hollow Walking Trail begins at Bishop Hollow Road and
Ellis Avenue. It runs through Gable Park, behind the little league
playing fields and finishes at North Campus Boulevard.
Just finished and open to the public is the Liseter Walking Trail,
which parallels Route 252 north of Goshen Road and links to the
Goshen Walking Trail at the Square Tavern. The trail will be shaded
by trees as they mature and is bordered by berms and rail-andpost fencing to set apart its users from the travelers on Route 252.
Although built by Liseter Development (a subsidiary of Toll Brothers)
and identified as an amenity for its new homeowners, the trail is
open to all of the residents of Newtown Township.
The Liseter Walking Trail begins across the way from the historic
Square Tavern and leads to the Newtown Meadow Preserve
(Preserve), currently an undeveloped 50 acre interior parcel of land
between the Liseter Development and the Episcopal Academy.
The Preserve was a magnificent gift to Newtown Township by
Toll Brothers. The EAC spearheaded a grant application to the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to develop
this wonderful property for further passive recreation. In addition,
as Newtown is one of only eighty-five Important Bird Areas in the
Commonwealth, the Preserve is being considered for development
as a bird sanctuary to compliment Newtown’s BirdTown PA
designation.
More is on the way! Newtown continues to explore opportunities
to create new trails. Presently in the planning stages is a significant
extension of the Goshen Walking Trail as well as the addition of
another walking trail to connect the forthcoming Town Center at Ellis
Preserve to the Square Tavern. Returning to its historical relevance,
the Square Tavern will be the epicenter of these trails.
Other trail opportunities are also being investigated. The efforts
by government, residents, and merchants to create miles of walking
trails in Newtown are a wonderful testament to long-term vision,
patience, and planning for benefit of the entire community.
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Liseter Walking Trail

Goshen Walking Trail

At this crossroads,

William Penn planned
his first inland town
west of his capital city
of Philadelphia.

Frances Elliott built an
inn that became the
center of activity for this
early farm community.

At this crossroads, during the American Revolution, the war was brought home on a

At this crossroads, a young

daily basis. The British soldiers occupied Philadelphia. They needed food and feed for their
animals. The abundant Pennsylvania countryside could provide it, but the American forces
sought to cut off any supplies from passing from the Tory farmers in Chester County along
the main road leading east to the city, the Goshen Road. General Anthony Wayne had been
born and raised in the area, a mile or two up the road at Waynesborough, and knew the
roads and the people. As a result, troops and an American spy were stationed at the Lewis
farm down the Goshen road from the local inn and tavern, to keep watch on the traffic
headed east, report back to General Washington at Valley Forge, and stop any supplies
intended for the British in Philadelphia. The British in turn would send out raiding parties,
to take from local farmers what they would not sell, including their horses, their crops,
and in the more abusive cases, their household goods. The ebb and flow of American and
British troops continued throughout that fall, each passing by the local crossroads tavern
that furnished liquid refreshment to both sides.

boy with artistic talent began
to sketch, and was taught by
local Indians how to use items
found in nature to make colors
with which to paint. The boy,
son of the tavern keeper, went
on to become court painter
to King George III, a painter of
international renown with his
work sought by every great
museum in the world. He is
remembered in the art world
as Benjamin West, father of
American Painting.

At this crossroads, a local highwayman, Captain Fitz,

taking advantage of the lawlessness in an occupied country,
frequented the tavern where he and his confederate plotted
attacks on travelers through the countryside. They reportedly
hid their stolen goods at a local cave near Castle Rock.

Today, while you are idling at the red light at the intersection of Goshen Road
and Rt. 252, you are sitting at a 21st century suburban traffic light, but with a little
imagination, you can see these ghosts of local history swirling all around you at
the Square Tavern, a true crossroad of American history.

Doug Humes is a board member of the Newtown Square Historical Society. For more stories on local
history, and membership information, please visit our website at www.historicnewtownsquare.org.
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At this crossroads,

Newtown Township

Crossroads of History

A Message from the Township Manager:
It is hard to believe that I have been here six months already. As I continue to become more familiar with Newtown Township, one
of the things that is so wonderful here is the commitment to ball fields, parks and trails. The public space for passive as well as active
recreation is space that adds to the quality of life in our community. In this issue of our newsletter our focus in on our parks and trails.
Our parks and trails are here today because people like you devoted their time to the community and shared their vision of having
parks and trails available for the residents of Newtown to enjoy. I hope you take the time this summer to get out and enjoy the open
spaces set aside to improve our lives.
~ Stephen M. Nease
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TOWNSHIP STAFF
Kyle Bendler
Brian Thompson
Shad Sahm
Tim Welch
Len Warren
Karl Keehn
Joe Romano
Catherine Spahr
Suzanne Wolanin
Denise Zurka
Mike Newell
Rich Lafiata
Marie Richards
Harry Robinson
George Sharretts
Christopher Lunn
Stephen Nease

Building Code Official
Inspector/Plans Examiner
Code Inspector/Asst. Zoning Officer
Code Enforcement
Electrical Inspector
Fire Marshal
Health Inspector
Planning & Zoning
Office Manager
Human Resources
Accounts Payable & Receivable
Finance Manager
Elected Tax Collector
Public Works
Director of Public Works
Chief of Police
Township Manager

610-356-0200 ext 118
610-356-0200 ext 116
610-356-0200 ext 113
610-356-0200 ext 142
610-565-0789
610-356-2969
610-356-4040 ext 511
610-356-0200 ext 110
610-356-0200 ext 111
610-356-0200 ext 146
610-356-0200 ext 130
610-356-0200 ext 115
610-356-0200 ext 131
610-356-0200 ext 134
610-356-0200 ext 112
610-356-0602
610-356-0200 ext 117

Township Hours: 8:30am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
209 Bishop Hollow Rd, Newtown Square, PA 19073
Phone: 610-356-0200 • Fax: 610-356-8722
www.newtowntownship.org
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Municipal Authority

Joseph Sweeney
Steven Schoenstadt
Mark Kay
Scott Miller
Vacancy
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Joseph Catania, Esq.
John Nawn, P.E.
Edward Partridge
Tina Roberts-Lightcap
Linda Gabell

Newtown Township

Board of Supervisors

Chair
Vice-Chair
Supervisor
Supervisor
Supervisor
Chair
Vice-Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
Member

Parks and Recreation Board
Christopher Anderson
Paul Seligson
Tom Barnes
Jonathan Gifford
Vacancy

Planning Commission
Curtis Silva
Shimon Guy, P.E.
Leonard Altieri
Jeff French
Clare Frissora
Nicholas Stephanou
Paul Evans

Zoning Hearing Board

Matthew DeNucci, Esq.
Lindsey Conan
Robert Lodge
Theodore Moser
Cindy Lemasters
Vacancy

Library Board

Ed Nabholz
George Chittenden
Diana Weaver
Leslie Sullivan
Bobby Schoenstadt
Howard Walker
Theresa Shephard
Arlene Caruso

Chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Member
Chair
Secretary
Member
Vice-Chair
Member
Alternate
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Member
Member
Member
Director

Environmental Advisory Council
Paul Seligson
Sonia DiValerio
Cindy Mehallow
Judy Carr
Janet Elliot
Bruce Killen
Mike McGraw

Chair
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Meeting Schedule
All meetings are at 7:30pm unless otherwise noted and take place at the
Township Building
Board of Supervisors
Municipal Authority
Parks & Recreation
Planning Commission
Zoning Hearing Board
Library Board
EAC

2nd & 4th Monday
1st Monday
1st Thursday
2nd Thursday
3rd Thursday
3rd Thursday (7pm)
4th Wednesday

Look for us on:
facebook.com/newtowntownshipdelco
twitter.com/NewtownTwpDelco
Sign up for news updates at Notify Me! on the Township website,
www.newtowntownship.org.
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Introducing Newtown Public Library’s New Director – Arlene Caruso
As mentioned last issue, the Newtown Public Library recently
welcomed Arlene Caruso as the new Director. We caught up
with Arlene to learn more about her and what her plans are for
Newtown Public Library.
IN: Welcome to Newtown Township. What brought you here?
AC: Thank you! Although I have been living and working
outside of PA for the past ten years, I was born and raised here.
When I decided I wanted to move back and be closer to my
family, I looked all over the greater Philadelphia area. When the
opportunity arose in Newtown Township, I was really excited. It is a
lovely community. The library building is quite impressive the first
time you see it especially at night. It is definitely one of the best
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library buildings in the area. After talking with the Board during
my interviews, I knew that this was a progressive place to work
and I wanted in! Fortunately, they felt the same way about me.
IN: You say you worked out of state for 10 years. What is your
background?
AC: My family moved from Bensalem to the Poconos when
I was a kid. I attended Cedar Crest College in Allentown and
worked in Human Resources at a hospital in the Lehigh Valley for
several years. I always loved books so I decided to get my Masters
in Library and Information Science at Drexel University. My first
librarian job was in Henderson, Nevada. It was such a nurturing
environment for a new librarian. I soon advanced to Assistant

We’ve got lots of fun at the library this summer! In addition to
programs, we ALSO have Summer Learning Clubs for babies to
teenagers. Read or be read to and complete activities to collect prizes!
Sign up for Summer Learning Club at the library beginning June 16th.
QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL 610-353-1022.

Afternoon Programs
Terrific Tuesdays @ 2 PM
June 23rd SUPER HERO TRAINING ACADEMY.Learn how to triumph over
evil from a famous super hero! Best for ages 3+. REGISTER: http://bit.
ly/1Ab8nOP
June 30th FIRETRUCK FUN with the Newtown Square Fire Company. Meet
the crew, see a fire truck...then get wet when they turn on the hose (safely).
Come in your swim suit if you like! Best for ages 2+ with caregiver. NO
registration
July 7th SONIC SOUND with Mad Science of Delaware Valley. Experiment
with sounds waves in this hands-on program! Take home your own Sonic
Horn resonance chamber. Best for ages 5+. REGISTER: http://bit.ly/1INhgkb
July 14th AMAZING ANIMAL ADVENTURES. Learn about and meet
different animals. Touch shells, antlers, furs & more animal artifacts in this
interactive program. For all ages. NO registration
July 21st AMAZING AIR with the American Helicopter Museum. A handson program with cool experiments demonstrating how air helps flight. Best
for ages K+. REGISTER: http://bit.ly/1Ab9huG
July 28th JOHN, PAUL, GEORGE AND BEN with the Colonial Plantation.
A fun, interactive program about five little lads who became really big
Founding Fathers. Best for ages 5–9. REGISTER: http://bit.ly/1KgdUGX
August 4th SUPER BUGS with Tyler Arboretum. Learn about the super
powers of local bugs! Best for ages 5+. NO registration

Thursday Night Fun @ 7 PM.
NO registration required!
June 25th BRAIN WASH GAME SHOW! Have you ever wanted to be a
contestant on a game show? Here’s your chance. Join us for this interactive
show including flashing lights, digital scoring, and lots of audience
participation. Best for ages 5+, but all are welcome.
July 2nd SEGAL PUPPET THEATRE PRESENTS GO FISH! A funny, interactive
puppet show is based on the Grimm’s Fairy Tale “The Fisherman’s Wife”. For
ALL ages.
July 23rd SUPER HERO MOVIE NIGHT. Enjoy snacks while watching a G– or
PG– rated movie. For ALL ages.
July 30th ICE CREAM & DANCE PARTY. DJ Sam Tate will get everyone up
and dancing. Enjoy some ice cream between songs! For ALL ages.

It’s bird! It’s a plane! It’s more fun programs!
Juggling with Stephen! Comedy & juggling from an award-winning
performer! For all ages. Saturday, June 13th,11 AM. NO registration
required.
LEGO Mania! Create with our HUGE stash of LEGOs. Stay for snacks &
show-n-tell. Wednesdays @ 2 PM 6/24, 7/1, 15, 29 & 8/5 *NO class on 7/8*.
NO registration.
Cupcake Decorating With Kitchen Wizards. Learn to decorate cupcakes
like a pro! *Not appropriate for those with dairy or nut allergies*. For
grades 5-8. Tuesday, June 22nd from 3 to 4:30 PM. REGISTER: http://bit.
ly/1c0ZH1y
Engineering for Kids. Generously funded by our Friends of the Library
Engineering concepts taught through hands-on learning. Back by popular
demand! For ages 5+. Thursday, July 23rd @ 2PM. REGISTRATION
REQUIRED.
Super Process Art Thursdays! Use different materials to make super
creations! For all ages. Thursdays @ 2 PM July 2, 16, & 30th. NO
registration required
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Branch Manager at the Paseo Verde Library there. I was active in
the Nevada Library Association (NLA). I especially enjoyed working
on the Annual Conference and did whatever job needed to be
done. I was the Programming Chair a couple of times and also was
the Exhibits Chair my last year. I even had the chance to be the
Conference Chair in 2010. Before I moved back east in 2012, NLA
awarded me the Librarian of the Year Award of which I am quite
proud. After seven years in the west, I accepted an Adult Services
Supervisor position at the Westminster Branch of the Carroll
County Public Library in Westminster, MD so I could be closer to
my family.
IN: You’ve been the Director here since mid-February. How has
your experience been so far?
AC: The staff are so welcoming. I felt I had always worked here
within a week of coming on board! They were committed to
helping me get up to speed with what needed to be accomplished
and helped me set priorities. The Board has been so supportive of
changes and improvements that I have recommended. There is
a real spirit of volunteerism here. I’ve really enjoyed meeting and
getting to know the many volunteers that work here every day.
Their dedication to this library has been an inspiration to me. And
what can I say about the Friends of Newtown Public Library? They
are such a committed and helpful group. We are so fortunate to
have Friends!
IN: The Library celebrated its 40th anniversary last year. What do
you see in the next 40 years for the library?
AC: For the foreseeable future, we are working on bringing
the library up to speed with what is happening in libraries today
including making sure our physical collection – books, DVDs, etc.
– reflect the interests of our community and introducing more
services that will be helpful to our community. We will continue
to have wonderful children’s programs and will introduce more
adult programming including a new book club, computer and
eReader classes, author visits and outdoor patio events. I want this
beautiful library to continue to be the heart of the community, a
central point where we come together to work, study, have fun
and, last but not least, read.

You Are Invited to be Part of the
NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP
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CONTACT PAUL SELIGSON: PW@NEWTOWNTWPDELCO.ORG
OR CALL 610-356-0200



Multi-year project



Grant Identification



Flexible Meeting Schedule



Partnerships with the Environmental
Advisory Council
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TELEPHONE SCAM
ALLEGING A RELATIVE IS IN
A FINANCIAL OR LEGAL CRISIS
The “Grandparent Scam.” Scammers use
scenarios that include claims of a relative
being arrested or in a car accident in another
country. Scammers often pose as the
relative, create a sense of urgency and make
a desperate plea for money to victims. It is
not unusual for scammers to beg victims
not to tell other family members about the
situation.
The scammers also impersonate third
parties, such as an attorney, law enforcement
officer, or some other type of official, such
as a U.S. Embassy representative. Once
potential victims appear to believe the
caller’s story, they are provided instructions
to wire money to an individual, often
referred to as a bail bondsman, for their
relative to be released.
Some complainants have reported
the callers claimed to be from countries
including, but not limited to: Canada,
Mexico, Haiti, Guatemala, and Peru.
Callers often disguise themselves by
using telephone numbers generated by free
applications or by spoofing their numbers.
If you receive this type of call:
• Resist the pressure to act quickly.
• Verify the information before sending any money by
attempting to contact your relative to determine whether
or not the call is legitimate.
• Never wire money based on a request made over the
phone or in an e-mail, especially to an overseas location.
Wiring money is like giving cash—once you send it, you
cannot get it back.
INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE TELEPHONE SCAM
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Scam.
Using intimidation tactics, the caller tries
to take control of the situation from the
beginning. The caller advises the recipient
of the call that the IRS has charges against
them and threatens legal action and arrest. If

the recipient questions the caller in any way,
the caller becomes more aggressive.
The caller continues to intimidate by
threatening to confiscate the recipient’s
property, freeze bank accounts, and have
the recipient arrested and placed in jail.
The reported alleged charges include
defrauding the government, money owed
for back taxes, law suits pending against the
recipient, and nonpayment of taxes.
The recipients are advised that it will cost
thousands of dollars in fees/court costs to
resolve this matter. The caller creates a sense
of urgency by saying that being arrested can
be avoided and fees reduced if the recipient
purchases moneypak cards to cover the fees
within an hour.
Sometimes the caller provides specific
instructions on where to purchase the
moneypak cards and the amount to put on
each card. The caller tells the recipient not
to tell anyone about the issue and to remain
on the telephone until the moneypak cards
are purchased and the moneypak codes are
provided to the caller. The caller states that
if the call is disconnected for any reason, the
recipient would be arrested. Some recipients
reported once the caller obtained the
moneypak codes, they were advised that the
transaction took too long and additional fees
were required.
TAX RETURN FRAUD
Criminals are proficient in stealing the
personally identifiable information (PII)
of individuals to facilitate various fraud
activities, including using stolen identity
information to file fraudulent tax returns.
Once the fraudsters obtain victim PII, they
electronically file tax returns and set up prepaid debit cards or bank accounts to route
fraudulent returns. The balances on the prepaid cards and bank accounts are depleted
shortly after the tax refund is issued.
The fraudsters utilize multiple methods to
obtain the information needed to file a tax

Tips to protect yourself:
• Monitor your credit statements for any fraudulent activity.
• Report unauthorized transactions to your bank or credit
card company as soon as possible.
• Review a copy of your credit report at least once a year.
• Be cautious of scams requiring you to provide your
personal information.
• Do not open email or attachments from unknown
individuals.
• Never provide credentials of any sort via email. This
includes clicking on links sent via email. Always go to an
official website.
• If you use online tax services, double check to ensure your
bank account is accurately listed before and after you file
your tax return.
• Ensure accounts that are no longer being utilized are
properly deleted or scrubbed of sensitive information.
Allowing online accounts to become dormant can be risky
and make you more susceptible to tax fraud schemes.
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There are many different types of scams that are reported to police
departments every day. Most of these scams are conducted over the telephone
or the internet. Here are a few of the most popular scams that are reported:

return. The most popular methods include:
computer intrusion, the online purchase
of stolen PII, the recruitment of insiders
who have legitimate access to sensitive
information, the physical theft of computers
that contain PII, the impersonation of
Internal Revenue Service personnel, and the
aggregation of information that is obtained
through multiple publicly available Web
sites.
Recent open source reporting indicates
that cyber criminals also target and
compromise legitimate online tax software
accounts of individuals. Cyber criminals
conducting this scheme modify victims’
bank accounts to divert transfers to bank
accounts or pre-paid cards under their
control.
Victims who filed complaints with the
Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3)
reported they discovered they were victims
of tax refund fraud when they tried to file
a return and were notified by the Internal
Revenue Service that their Social Security
Numbers had already been used to file a
tax return. One individual reported that
due to an error in direct deposit account
information submitted on his return, he
was issued a check. However, the victim
had not yet filed a return. Others reported
before they filed their return, they received
notification that their returns were being
audited or were under review.
This type of fraud is a growing concern as
the number of complaints filed has doubled
from 2013 to 2014.
If you believe you have been a victim of
this scam, you should reach out to your local
IRS or local law enforcement.

Newtown Township

Police News

Comprehensive Plan Update
Newtown Township
Planning Update!

www.newtowntownship.org
We are updating our Comprehensive Plan under
the leadership of Sarcinello Planning & GIS Services, hired by the Township. To-date we have
explored, with community input, existing conditions to identify strengths, weaknesses, issues
and opportunities. This will help the Township to
develop goals and objectives for the future of our
Township.
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Recent Public Outreach Events

UBLIC WORKSHOPS:

 March 4th
 April 23rd

OMMUNITY SURVEY:

 February 20th thru April 24th
 966 responses
PEN HOUSE:

 March 14th

Public Response

W

TRENGTHS:











T

Walking Trails at Liseter and Goshen
Open spaces, parks and playgrounds






Tree-lined streets
Good Schools
Police , Fire Dept & Library
Little League and Petticoat
Historical Society
Access to main roads and bus service

HINKING AHEAD:
and playing fields








Expand and connect trails
Weekly recycling
Relieve Rte 3 & 252 congestion
Protect existing open spaces
Develop a historic resource ordinance
Build community-centered programming &
events

 Buffer of residential from commercial areas

Upcoming
Events:
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 Loss of open space
 Poor road conditions

Rush hour congestion
Lack of “Main Street”
No historic resource ordinance
Not enough neighborhood parks, walking
trails and bike paths

 Not enough soccer & lacrosse fields
 Insufficient bus shelters

Close-knit neighborhoods

 More neighboorhood parks & playgrounds,

EAKNESSES:

P

Where We Are Headed
RELIMINARY THEMES:

 Protect historic and natural resources
 Provide community facilities, services and utilities
 Provide for future land use while preserving the community’s
small town, suburban, rural character

 Provide for housing that meets current and future residential
needs

 Provide for safe and efficient transportation system

PEN HOUSE:
 Wednesday, July 8th
 Newtown Township Library

UBLIC WORKSHOP:
 Tuesday, September 22nd
 Marple Newtown High School Cafeteria

Farmers Market
In 2012, The Pennsylvania Resource Council (PRC)
partnered up with Mostardi’s Nursery, utilizing the
Mostardi’s parking lot to host the PRC Newtown Square
Farmer’s Market. Starting in June, every Wednesday, from
2-6pm, the PRC brings fresh local food to Newtown Square.
The market offers chemical-free local fruits and vegetables,
Amish baked goods, relishes, mustards, pickles, preserves,
jams, pies, Mediterranean cuisine, salads, artisan cookies,
guacamole, eggs, cupcakes, muffins, barbeque chicken
and ribs, sausage, scrapple, soups, chili and sauces. The
market is not just food either! All natural bath products
handmade local arts and gifts, flowers, gardening supplies,
trees, plants and shrubs are also available!
In order to keep the market going, we need you to stop by
and be a frequent shopper! Please spread the word and
support your local vendors: Sunny Hill Farm, Gladiolus
Farm, Freeland Market, Aria Mediterranean Cuisine, Hazel
& Ash Organics, Capt’n Dick’s Barbecue, Taste of Puebla,
Urban Essence, and many, many more. To see all the local
vendors, please visit the Newtown Square Farmer’s Market
website at: www.newtownsquarefarmersmarket.com
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We are pleased to announce that Tim Welch has
rejoined the Township as a Building Code Enforcement Officer!
Tim will be working to ensure that properties are well maintained and do not become the
Newtown Meadow Preserve. He is not just here to regulate but also to help and assist residents
with how to maintain their properties and to work with the Codes Department to get things
done around their house. Tim was previously with the Newtown Township Police Department
for 30 years, having retired from the force in 1999. Please see Tim as a familiar, friendly face who
is here to help, just as he was when he was a member of the Police Department.
Be sure to find out whether you need a permit for any work that you will be doing at your
home - like installing fences, decks and sheds, working with plumbing and electrical wiring,
etc. Building Inspectors Underwriters serve as the township’s consultant for building, permitting
and code enforcement; directly responsible for enforcement of the PA Uniform Construction
Code and the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code. Stantec, the Township Engineer,
reviews projects (such as hardscape patios and pools) that impact soil erosion and stormwater
management. If you have any questions as to whether your project requires a permit, please
call the Township at 610-356-0200.
The Township has recently revised the permitting forms, so please check them out online at
Township website: www.newtowntownship.org/applications-permits-and-forms
Always keep an eye out for new ordinances. The Board of Supervisors recently passed
a Bamboo Ordinance and the Planning Commission is currently working on developing a
content neutral, comprehensive Sign Ordinance for the Township.

Newtown Township

A message from Building,
Permitting and Code Enforcement

Public Works
Monthly
Stormwater Planner
For Residents
of Newtown Township in
Delaware County
www.newtowntownship.org

Here are several simple, familiar year-round yard care practices that
encourage the adsorption of rainfall and water runoff into the soil in
residential landscapes. These actions benefit our community by helping
to prevent flooding, soil erosion and polluted runoff that threaten our
steams, drinking water and ecosystems.

Summer Tips
June: REDUCE LAWN FERTILIZATION AND JUDICIOUSLY CON-
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TROL WEEDS AND PESTS

 Avoid use of chemical pesticides and herbicides if possible, they damage beneficial insects and soil structures.
If weed problems develop, spot treat specific weed
patches rather than treating the entire lawn or garden.
 Spare your stream by avoiding spring fertilization and
leave your grass clippings on your lawn instead. Grass
clippings supply 25% to 50% of nitrogen and phosphorous needs!
July: RAISE MOWER
HEIGHT

 Raise your
mower height to
3inches for summer months. Taller
grass grows deeper
roots, shades and
protects the soil, is less prone to disease, pests, and
weeds, and captures more excess rainwater.
August: INSTALL PERVIOUS SURFACE
 Replace impervious surface with gravel or pervious
blocks or pavers that
allow rain and excess water runoff to
soak into the soil.

Fall Tips
September: RENOVATE OR OVERSEED YOUR LAWN
 Core aerate, then overseed a closely mowed lawn
with a fine fescue grass seed mixture and spread a
slow-acting, organic fertilizer. Fine fescues require less
fertilizer and water.

October: PLANT SOME
MORE TREES

 Fall is the best time
for planting most trees
and shrubs. Their foliage and bark surfaces
reduce runoff and erosion by intercepting the
rainfall. The more trees
and shrubs on your
property, the more stormwater is controlled in your
community!
November: HARVEST FALLEN LEAVES
 Start a compost pile with
fallen leaves. Mix in nonmeat kitchen scraps or other
“green” organic matter. Compost can be used next year to
conditions your soil so that it
can absorb more rain water.

Did you know the Township will
collect your leaves that you cannot
use to create compost?

Adapted with permission from the original document created by the Chester Ridley Crum Watersheds Association
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December: WINTERIZE RAIN BARREL &
RELAX!
 Take a well-earned
break from yard
work. Disconnect
hoses from your rain
barrel and store
hoses to avoid damage from freezing

Spring Tips
March: REDIRECT WATER RUNOFF FROM PAVED AREAS AND
ROOF DOWNSPOUTS

 Redirect downspouts and runoff from paved areas to flow into a rain barrel, rain garden, mulched
bed or grassy area.

January &
February: USE SAFE
DE-ICERS; AVOID LAWN
COMPACTION

 Avoid or minimize using rock salt as a deicer on
walks and driveways to prevent polluted runoff from
snow and ice melt. Shovel snow and spread sand.
When deicing is needed, substitute or mix in more

April: PLANT A LARGE STATURE TREE & STREAM CLEAN UP
 Tress and shrubs help control excess water so
participate in Newtown Township’s Arbor Day activities by planting a tree! At maturity trees can intercept over 1000 gallons of rainwater each year!

 Participate in the CRC Watershed Clean up event!
May: PLANT FLOWERING PLANTS;
ATTRACT BENEFICIAL PREDATORS

 Plants of all kinds help reduce stormwater runoff. Their
roots absorb water and break up
and aerate the soil as they grow.
Flowering native perennials will
attract beneficial predators and
pollinator birds, butterflies and
other insects.
CRC watershed cleanup at Drexel Lodge

Scarlet Bee Balm (Monarda
didyma)

Adapted with permission from the original document created by the Chester Ridley Crum Watersheds Association
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Winter Tips

Newtown Township

These are tips are just highlights! Visit the Township website, www.newtowntownship.org and
click on the “stormwater” quick link for more ways to manage Stormwater!

Public Works

Recycling in Newtown…
Something everyone can do to help.
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Thank you to all of our residents, businesses, institutions and visitors for your continuing efforts to recycle and to promote recycling in
Newtown Township.
Recycling in Newtown Township is important for our environment, but is also mandated in Pennsylvania as specified in PA ACT 101 as
well as locally by Newtown Township’s Recycling Ordinance, 1990-1. See the Newtown Township General Code Chapter 141, Article IV for
more information.
• Residents easily recycle “single stream” twice each month. See the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for your collection
dates, a recycling area map, listing of materials we can recycle and other important information.
• Businesses and institutions make their own arrangements with the company and method of their choice to recycle. They report
annually to the Township their results, illustrating not only their compliance with the state and local requirements, but also their
commitment to our community and its environment.
Together we are making a difference.

YES - Please Recycle:

• Paper
(white & colored paper, staples and paperclips are OK)
• Cardboard
• Aluminum, Bi-metal, & Steel Cans
• Plastics #1 – #7 (except #6)
• Glass
• Envelopes
(with windows)
• Junk Mail/ Newspaper
• Magazines & Phone Books

Items NOT to Recycle:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Food or Beverage Waste
Candy Wrappers, Chip Bags
Carbon Paper, Tyvek Envelopes
Floor Sweepings
Non-Paper Packing Material
Stickers, Labels, Tissue Products
Plastic Packaging Wrap
Styrofoam
Polystyrene (eg. coffee cups, take out containers,
foam packaging and packaging peanuts)

Residential Single-Stream Recycling Collections occur from each home twice every month:
Zone #1 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and Zone #2 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays.
Be sure to have your recycling out and ready to be collected before 7:00 AM.
Recycling days that fall on holidays will be collected the following day.

www.newtowntownship.org
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Public Works
Delaware County Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Remaining Collection Events in 2015
On the dates listed below, we will ONLY be accepting Household Hazardous
Waste. ELECTRONIC Waste will NOT be accepted
Think Globally, Act Locally! If improperly discarded, household products
containing toxic chemicals can be a threat to people, pets and the
environment. Never dispose of hazardous materials in the trash as they may
harm your sanitation workers or result in a collection vehicle fire. It is also
unsafe to pour HHW down a sink or storm drain as it will end up polluting
our drinking water

Sunday, September 20th Penn State University—Brandywine Campus
25 Yearsley Mill Rd., (Rte. #352), Media 19063
(Use Main Entrance at Traffic Light on Route #352)

Saturday., October 17th Emergency Services Training Center
1600 Calcon Hook Rd., Sharon Hill 19079
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Events will take place rain or shine from 9 AM to 3 PM
This Program is offered as a community service to the residents of Delaware
County and is not open to businesses, institutions or industry.
For additional information, visit: www.co.delaware.pa.us/recycle/hhw.html

Thinking Ahead…
2015 Leaf Collection Schedule
Week

Precinct			

October 12 – 16
October 19 – 23
October 26 – 30

All precincts
5th
2nd and 7th

November 2 – 6
November 9 – 13
November 16 – 20
November 23 – 25
Nov. 30 – Dec. 4

1st and 4th
8th
3rd and 6th
5th
2nd and 7th

December 7 – 11
December 14 – 18
December 21 – 31

1st and 4th
8th
3rd and 6th

January 4 – 15 of 2016

Christmas Tree Pickups
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SPONSORED CONTENT

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

SPONSORED CONTENT

Casey Ball
Supports
Coordination –
Getting People the Help They Need to Stay Independent

I

f you think that growing older means living out your last
years in a nursing home, think again. Casey Ball of Casey Ball
Supports Coordination strives to provide services to families
every day who are looking to keep their loved ones where they
are most comfortable – in their own homes.
And the reality is, there is plenty of support for these
individuals available through the state, but the hurdles required
to jump in order to receive that support are great. Casey Ball
helps clients navigate the red tape and get the things they need
to stay safe, and stay at home.
“The first hurdle is to determine eligibility, we can assist
individuals to understand the guidelines and to become
enrolled if eligible. There are certain minimum criteria that
someone over 60, individuals with disabilities or adults with
autism need to meet in order to qualify,” Ball said. “The upside
is, once you do qualify, then your services are covered 100
percent.”
What that means in the case of an elderly individual is access
to home health care, non-medical transportation, financial
management services and personal assistance services, as well
as any special equipment or medical supplies necessary for
them to maintain a quality of life.
Things like roll-in showers, ramps, and converting a house
for wheelchair access are all available to clients. These things
require a waiver, which is annually renewable with the
state. Other available programs include similar services
for renters so that they can modify their apartments.
“For the aging waiver, the main goal is to keep
seniors out of nursing homes through in-home
services,” Ball said. “We do the case management
aspect of it: writing the care plan, making
sure their budget is approved, assist to identify a

provider to come in
and do the direct care.
Ultimately the goal
is to keep individuals
in their homes to live
independently.”
The incentive to the
state to provide such
funding for individuals
is that it’s more costeffective to keep people in their own homes rather than to put
them into a nursing home.
And the service isn’t just for seniors. Individuals with varying
degrees of disability can all qualify for waivers. Adults with
autism can qualify for waivers entitling them to coordinated
services. Others can qualify for services that provide physical
and occupational therapy, individualized treatment plans or any
number of other plans geared toward helping them achieve their
independence, such as job placement or training.
“We’re here for all individuals in need,” Ball said. “We can
walk them through understanding eligibility. Regardless of their
eligibility, we will gladly point people in the right direction
so they can get the help they need, if we are not the correct
resource.”
For more information on any of these services, call
Casey Ball Supports Coordination at 412.793.0200
or toll free 844.793.0200. You can also go to
her website at cbscllc.org for more detailed
information on how they can help you or your
loved ones attain personal independence.

412.793.0200 or 844.793.0200
www.cbscllc.org • ceo@caseyball.com
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MARPLE NEWTOWN RECREATION
Providing Recreational, Cultural and Educational Programs & Activities to the Marple Newtown Community since 1970.

COMMUNITY CENTER
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Where To Find Us
The Marple Newtown Recreation office
is located in Room 124 inside the Robert C.
Gauntlett Community Center. Directional
signs are posted. Office hours are Monday
through Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Please access the Community Center and
Recreation Office from the West Chester
Pike side of the building via the gym or side
building entrances. Parking is available in
the West Chester Pike lot.

DISCOUNT TICKETS

ADULT

Theme Park Tickets

Bocce Ball League

Marple Newtown Recreation will be selling
discount tickets to the following attractions this
summer: Dorney Park & Wild Water Kingdom;
Six Flags Great Adventure; Hersheypark; The
Philadelphia Zoo; Sesame Place; Morey’s Piers;
Dutch Wonderland; PA Renaissance Faire;
Elmwood Park Zoo; The Baltimore Aquarium;
The Splash Zone Water Park; and The Adventure
Aquarium. Tickets are valid for the entire 2015
operating season and can be purchased in the
recreation office of the Gauntlett Community
Center. The office is open Monday through
Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm. Once purchased,
tickets are non-refundable. Credit/bank cards
not accepted for theme park tickets – these
transactions are cash only. Please call the office
(610-353-2326) to confirm ticket availability.

Marple Newtown Recreation’s Fall Adult
Bocce Ball League is scheduled to begin in early
September. Games will be played at the new
Bocce Ball Court (financed by the Broomall
Rotary Club) located at Veterans Memorial
Park in Broomall. Teams/players wishing more
information about the league should contact the
recreation office at 610-353-2326.

Pilates
This dynamic program offers a system of
mind and body exercises focusing mainly on
the abdomen, oblique muscles, and lower back.
Pilates dramatically transforms the way your
body looks, feels and performs. It builds strength
without excess bulk, creating a sleek toned body.
Other program benefits include increased lung

capacity and circulation, as well as improved
coordination, posture and balance. Because Pilates
teaches balance and control of the body, many
participants experience positive body awareness
for the first time. Ages 16 and above are welcome.
Class will meet at the Gauntlett Community
Center. Please bring a rubber exercise mat to
class. Certified Pilates instructor Maria Klang will
conduct the program. To register, please visit
www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Sep. 9 – Oct. 28
Day: Wednesday
Time: 7:30pm – 8:30pm
Price: $70

Tai Chi – 24 Form
Tai Chi is one old form of Chinese exercise
beneficial to health, and it is also a subtle,
sophisticated, and scientific method of selfdefense. It is basically made out of several forms
or sets originally derived from martial arts, and
it takes the forms of the natural movements of
animals and birds. However, unlike martial arts,
Tai Chi is performed deliberately slow, softly,
and gracefully with smooth and even transitions
between movements. Those who practice
regularly will develop a healthy body and a calm,
tranquil mind. It also provides a practical avenue
for learning about balance, alignment, finescale motor control, and rhythm of movement.
Therefore, the practice will enable you to better
stand, walk, run and correct poor posture. This
program is suitable for people of all ages and
requires no special equipment. Class will meet at
the Gauntlett Community Center. Lucia Coren will
provide authentic Chinese instruction. To register,
visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Sept. 16 – Nov. 18
Day: Wednesday
Time: 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Price: $60

Zumba Toning
Saturday morning Zumba® Toning combines
your favorite zumba rhythms with a component
of toning exercises for the legs, buttocks, arms,
abdominals and core section. When it comes to
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Adult Basketball League
Marple Newtown Recreation’s Adult
Basketball League is scheduled to begin
Monday, September 14, 2015. League games
will be played Monday through Thursday from
7:00pm to 10:00pm at the Robert C. Gauntlett
Community Center Gym. Teams wishing more
information on this league should contact the
recreation office at 610-353-2326.

Cape May, New Jersey Trip
Wednesday, August 26, 2015. Come join
the Recreation Staff for a fun filled day in
the Victorian town of Cape May. The Marple
Newtown Recreation school bus will depart
from the Community Center (West Chester Pike
parking lot) at 8:30am and return by 6:00pm.
Please call the recreation office at
610-353-2326 for complete information.
Price: $30

YOUTH
Science Explorers
Take a Dive Camp
Dive into the world of marine biology and
oceanography! In our half day camp, you’ll dissect
a real shark, participate in a fisherman’s challenge,
examine the anatomy of a fish and learn the
ancient technique of gyotaku or “fish rubbing”,
learn to survive at sea with a homemade solar
still, create a kelp forest and make your own
submarine. Stay for the full day camp and come
face-to-face with some unique sea creatures! You’ll
complete a squid dissection, bring to life genuine
Triassic Triops, conduct a whale adaptations
lab, and examine many weird wonders that live
under the sea! All campers will receive a Science
Explorers T-shirt and should bring a snack and
drink each day (and lunch if full-day). The camp
will meet at the Community Center. For children
ages 7 to 11. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Aug. 3 – Aug. 7
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Half-Day: 9:00am – 12:00pm or 12:30pm – 3:30pm
Full-Day: 9:00am – 3:30pm
Prices: $225 Half-Day, $395 Full-Day

Marple Newtown

body sculpting, Zumba Toning raises the bar (or
rather, the toning stick). It combines targeted
body-sculpting exercises and high-energy cardio
work with Latin infused zumba moves to create a
calorie-torching, strength-training dance fitness
party. Students learn how to use lightweight,
maraca-like toning sticks to enhance rhythm and
tone all their target zones, including arms, abs
and thighs. Zumba Toning is a perfect way for
enthusiasts to sculpt their bodies naturally while
having a blast. Please bring a set of weights (3-5
lbs.) for the arm work and an exercise mat for the
core and stretching. A great way to start your
weekend! Class will be held at the Community
Center Gym and will be conducted by Pam Nelson.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Sep. 12 – Oct. 17
Day: Saturday
Time: 8:30am – 9:45am
Price: $60

Minecraft – Desert Island
Survival Camp
Offered in partnership with Computer
Explorers, children (ages 9-12) will use a version
of Minecraft designed specifically for use in
schools. They will work in survival mode which
requires taking into account resources, tools,
hunger and more as they build their world on
the computer. After building shelters and finding
enough food to live on, they will venture out on
the island developing mapping skills, solving
puzzles and avoiding traps. Imagination and
ingenuity reign in this fun-filled program. The
camp will meet at the Gauntlett Community
Center. To register, please visit
www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Aug. 10 – Aug. 14
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Time: 9:30am – 11:30am
Price: $155

Awesome Robotics Camp
Participants (ages 9-12) will extend their
knowledge of Robotics as they build and
program unique projects. Whether it’s a car, a
Ferris wheel or a crane, this camp will be fun,
challenging and AWESOME! The final project
will be your unique Robot based on everything
you have learned throughout the week and
your imagination! Offered in partnership with
Computer Explorers, this weeklong program will
meet at the Gauntlett Community Center. To
register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Aug. 10 – Aug. 14
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Time: 12:30pm – 2:30pm
Price: $155

Bricks 4 Kidz
Bricks 4 Kidz camps are high-energy, fastpaced settings where kids discover, explore,
invent, and create using LEGO bricks, motors,
remote controls, and other technologies all

geared to an innovative and exciting theme!
All camps incorporate building and exploring
concepts through the use of LEGO bricks, but
these are interspersed with themed games and
challenges for even more truly action-packed
fun! Camps will meet at Russell Elementary
School in Broomall.
Ninja Training Camp. Lego Ninja fans will
spin with excitement in this action packed camp
for children 5 to 10 years of age. Come build
motorized models including spinners using the
Bricks 4 Kidz model kits. Compete in a spinjitsu
tournament, where Ninja’s spin into tornadoes
to defeat their enemies. Enter the spinjitsu zone
and show off your building skills! Imagination
and creativity will abound as campers build cool
models, battle with their mini-figs, customize
battle arenas, tools, vehicles and more. All
campers take home a custom mini figure, T-shirt,
and daily activity goodies. To register, please visit
www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 13 – July 16
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 12:45pm
Site: Russell School
Price: $199
Star Wars Space Adventure. Inspired by
NASA and Star Wars™, our Space Adventures
Camp is packed full of models that will make
your imagination blast off! Each day, campers
will learn about real-life space exploration and
build models related to the NASA space program.
In addition, the day includes LEGO Star Wars™
themed models, group games, challenges and
more. Bricks 4 Kidz Space Adventure Camp
provides the spark for imagination and creativity
to take off on an adventure that’s out of this
world! All campers take home a custom minifigure and camp T-shirt, a space journal and daily
activity goodies. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 27 – July 30
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 12:45pm
Site: Russell School
Price: $199
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U.K. Elite 3-Sport Camp

Just Tennis Camp
The Just Tennis Camp, for children ages 5 to
14, emphasizes the fundamentals of tennis and
will include fun-filled drills, conditioning and
match play. Ages 5 to 9 will use the USTA 10 and
under format complete with appropriate sized
courts and balls. Instruction will be provided by
the experienced Just Tennis staff. Campers should
bring a racket and drink on a daily basis. All other
equipment will be provided. Camp will take
place at the Marple Newtown High School Tennis
Courts. To register, please visit
www.mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 27 – July 31
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Times: 9:00am – 10:30pm (ages 5-9)
10:30am – 12:00pm (ages 10-14)
Site: MNHS Tennis Courts
Price: $90
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Tiger Softball Camp
Learn the basics of this exciting sport and have
fun as well! This camp is designed for players
ages 7-14 and is focused on improving basic
skills to help make players successful at the next
level. Players will be divided into different age
groups for age appropriate activities. Participants
will work on all aspects of the game including
batting, fielding, throwing, and knowledge of
the game. Anyone interested in pitching will get
their own specific instruction during the morning
sessions with a chance to pitch in simulated
games in the afternoon. Camp Coordinator is
Michael Snow, Head Softball Coach at MN High
School. The camp will be conducted at the MN
High School softball fields. In case of inclement
weather, camp will meet in the High School Gym.
All players should provide their own glove, bag
lunch and sunscreen on a daily basis. To register,
please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call
610-353-2326.
Dates: July 20 – July 23
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 2:00pm
Site: MN High School
Price: $155

Tiger Cheerleading Camp
This four-day camp to be held at Marple
Newtown High School is planned for girls ages 6
to 15 and will cover all aspects of cheerleading
including dance routines and cheers. Spirit Day
preparation will also be included during the
week. Comp conducted by the MN High School
Cheer Team and Coaching Staff. All campers
should bring their lunch on a daily basis and
swimming gear on Tuesday & Thursday. To
register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 353-2326.
Dates: July 13 – July 16
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Site: MN High School
Price: $130
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This camp was designed to introduce young
athletes (ages 6-12) to three of our most popular
sports (soccer, baseball & basketball) in a single
camp setting. The camp format will introduce
them to the basic fundamentals of each sport
in a safe and structured environment. Each day,
campers will partake in a variety of fun-filled
drills and games that reinforce the fundamentals
and promote teamwork and sportsmanship.
Participants should wear athletic clothing,
sneakers, and shin guards (available through
U.K. Elite) during soccer play. Players should also
bring a baseball glove, lunch (full-day campers
only), water bottle and sunscreen on a daily basis.
Each camper will receive a T-shirt. Instruction
provided by U.K. Elite Soccer Inc. Camp will be
held at the Gauntlett Community Center (meet
at the West Chester Pike gym entrance). In case
of inclement weather, camp will meet indoors.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 13 – July 17
Days: Mon. – Fri.
Half-Day: 9:00am – 12:00pm
Full-Day: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $124 Half-Day, $189 Full-Day

Tiger Basketball Camp
This camp, to be held in Marple Newtown High
School’s Gym, is for boys ages 7 to 15. Campers
will get instruction in rebounding, ball handling,
passing, shooting, offensive team development
and team defensive concepts. In addition, a
guest speaker will conduct a clinic each day. Each
camper will receive a T-shirt and an individual
profile report on the last day of camp. Individual
and team awards will also be presented. All
campers are required to bring a lunch each day
and swimming gear if they wish to swim. Camp
coordinator is MN High School Boys Basketball
Coach Brian Shane. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 6 – July 9
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Site: MN High School
Price: $130

Impact Sports All Stars Camp
A four-day camp for children ages 6 to 12
that will be held at the Gauntlett Community
Center. This All-Star program will see each
camper participate in a variety of different sports
including soccer, basketball, tag-rugby, cricket,
field hockey, Dodgeball, and the Impact Sports
Olympics. A lively and welcoming four days of
camp fun! Instruction provided by Impact Sports.
Provided minimum enrollment numbers are
met, ages 6 to 9 and 10 to 12 will be grouped
together. All participants will receive a T-shirt
and certificate of participation. Camp will be
held at the Gauntlett Community Center (meet

at the West Chester Pike gym entrance). In case
of inclement weather, camp will meet indoors.
To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org or
call 610-353-2326.
Dates: Aug. 3 – Aug. 6
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $120

Instructional Art Camps
With Miss Diane
The following Instructional Art camps will be
conducted by Miss Diane Mallon. New material
(projects, drawings, etc.) will be introduced to
accommodate students who have previously
attended Miss Diane camps. Please dress
for some messy activities and bring a snack
and drink each day. All supplies included. No
experience is necessary.
Fashion Illustration & Design Camp.
Designed like a workshop, the children will study
many parts of the fashion design industry. We
will explore design, color and texture as it relates
to the fashion world. Each student will create
fashion illustrations, study fabric design, and
make accessories using weaving and knitting
techniques. Lastly, each student will design a
pattern for their very own three-piece outfit
with accessories. For children ages 5-12. Camp
will meet at the Community Center. To register,
please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call
610-353-2326.
Dates: July 20 – July 23
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $85
Animals, Critters & Monster Adventures.
We will explore different animals and critters and
create our own monsters! Each child (ages 5-12)
will compile a collection of drawings, paintings,
3-D crafts and sculptures of various “Wild Things”
as we use our imagination to be inspired. Camp
will meet at the Community Center. To register,
please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call
610-353-2326.
Dates: Aug. 17 – Aug. 20
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $85

Little Chefs
Beginner Cooking Camp
Campers (ages 5-10) will enjoy learning
to prepare kid-friendly favorites for budding
chefs, including oven-baked chicken fingers,
homemade pasta and meatballs and more!
Each member of the family will enjoy these
entrees when the kids help to make them
at home. The camp is presented by Kitchen
Wizards and will be held at Worrall Elementary
School. Each participant will receive a chef’s hat
(toque), apron, recipe booklet and a certificate
of completion. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610-353-2326.
Dates: July 6 – July 9
Days: Mon. – Thur.
Time: 9:30am – 12:00pm
Site: Worrall School
Price: $165 ■

Marple Township News
Broomall Rotary Honors First Responders
The Broomall Rotary Club has honored Marple First Responders for their work to help the community.

 Anthony Welch was named Broomall Rotary
Ambulance Person of the Year in May.
Broomall Rotary
Ambulance Person of the
Year — Anthony Welch.

 Scott Wiercinski was honored as Broomall Rotary Firefighter of the Year.
Broomall Rotary Firefighter of the Year Scott
Wiercinski (L) and Captain Scott Russell (R) were
honored by the Rotary Club at a dinner in May.

MA RPLE TO WNS HI P

arple Township

PHOTO COURTESY BROOMALL ROTARY CLUB/FACEBOOK

 Officer Steve Benecke was presented with the Officer of the Year Award by the Broomall
Rotary Club. According to report posted on the club’s website “Officer Benecke is
a 1988 Bonner graduate. He was a 911 dispatcher for 14 years before becoming a
member of the Marple Township Police Department in 2005. Steve has received several
commendations and awards and has been credited with saving several lives. Marple
Police Chief Tom Murray commended him for his visible presence in the community
helping to deter careless drivers and improve safety for the general public.”
(Lto R) Marple Police Chief Tom Murray, Officer Steve Benecke,
and Hal Smith, President of Broomall Rotary Club.
PHOTO COURTESY BROOMALL ROTARY CLUB.

Marple Library
Closed Sundays
During the Summer
The Marple Library has been undergoing some major
renovations in the early part of the summer, including
installation of a new air conditioning system. During most
of June the library was closed at night. As of press time the
library expected to resume evening hours in late June.
The Marple Township Library depends on public
donations for 15 percent of its operating costs. To make
a donation drop by the library at 2599 Sproul Rd in
Broomall, or call 610.356.1510.
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Paxon Hollow Can Host Your Group
Summer is a great time to hit the links with your special group or corporate Golf outing. Paxon Hollow has extensive experience
hosting both large and small Golf Outings. Every year the public gold club handles over 75 outings which can be as small as a 12 player
Tee Time Outing or a Shotgun Outing with as many as 150 players. The size of your group determines which type of outing you can take
advantage of. Closest to Pin and Long Drive contests can be arranged with any outing. For more information or to arrange a golf event
visit paxonhollowgolf.com.
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2014 Firecracker 5k. 

Marple Township will celebrate the
Fourth of July on Saturday, July 4 with
a parade along Route 3/West Chester
Pike between Malin Road and Bryn
Mawr Avenue in Newtown Square. The
Parade followers runners in the Broomall
Rotary’s Firecracker 5K race from Bryn
Mawr Avenue down to the Broomall Fire
Company on Malin Road.
The race begins at 9:30 with the parade
expected to start shortly before 10 a.m.
The rain date for the parade and race/
walk is Saturday, July 11, 2015 For more
information on the race or to register to
run visit firecracker5krun.com.

Marple Township

Fourth of July 5k and Parade

There’s something new and magical every week
in July and August.
by Bob Byrne | photos courtesy of Upper Darby Summer Stage
For 40 years, Upper Darby Summer Stage has made an indelible mark on the lives of
thousands of participants and introduced live musical theater to countless families in southeastern Pennsylvania, including in the Marple-Newtown area.
Summer Stage is a regional theater, drawing audiences, actors, costumers, directors
and more from all over the area. For parents it’s a great way to entertain children,
from preschoolers to teens, while introducing them to high-quality live theater
productions.
Each summer more than 30,000 ticketholders walk through the doors to
see a Summer Stage production. Almost 40 performances will take place
over six weeks in July and August. There are a total of six children’s theater
musical productions and a mainstage, Broadway-caliber musical being
presented this summer at the Upper Darby Performing Arts Center on
the Upper Darby High School campus.
Each show features live musical performances along with custom
sets, costumes and choreography.
The shows are colorful, fun and accessible. The children’s
theater shows are approximately 60 to 75 minutes in length
with no intermission. On-site babysitting services are provided for those family members who may be too young to
sit through a show quietly. After each children’s theater
performance, members of the cast (still in costume and
in character) greet young fans to sign autographs and
take photos.
The mainstage production “Mary Poppins”
(running July 31- August 8) is a Broadwaystyle production, complete with full
orchestra. There is an intermission
between acts. This show is geared
toward the entire family’s
entertainment and runs
approximately two hours.
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next stop: broadway!
Some famous performers and theater arts stars got their start at Summer Stage.
Individuals who were “Summer Stagers” include Tina Fey, who starred in the
NBC shows “30 Rock” and “Saturday Night Live” and may be the most famous
“household name” of the group; Alyse Alan Louis, featured as the young bride
“Sophie” in the Broadway production of “Mama Mia!” and who grew up in
Haverford (real name Alyse Wojciechowski); and Terrence J. Nolen and Amy L.
Murphy, founders and artist director and managing director of Arden Theatre,
who met at Summer Stage and later married.
You might very well see a star being born right before your very eyes on the
stage of Upper Darby Summer Stage!

ticket information
The Children’s Theater tickets are $6 - $9 (members receive
$1 off) and the Mainstage tickets are $10 - $13 (UDPAC
members receive $1 off).
Ticket prices are established at reasonable rates so the entire
family can experience the magic of live performance!
Tickets can be purchased in advance (highly recommended
as shows sell out quickly) at UDPAC.org.
The Upper Darby Performing Arts Center is located on the
campus of the Upper Darby High School. The street address is
601 N. Lansdowne Ave, Drexel Hill. ■

The Wizard of Oz: July 8, 9, 10
Yo Vikings!: July 15, 16, 17
Disney’s Peter Pan: July 22, 23, 24
Junie B. Jones the Musical: July 29, 20, 31
Disney’s Cinderella Kids: August 5, 6, 7
Disney’s Aladdin: August 12, 13, 14
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Newtown Township in

Blooming Competition
National judges will visit this summer.
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
In hopes of inspiring a wave of community greening activity, Newtown Township has joined
America in Bloom. AIB is a national organization dedicated to promoting community
involvement and civic pride. According
to AIB awards chairperson Jack Clasen,
AIB has “42 communities this year, a 27%
increase over last year. The great news is
that we have a 50% increase in participants
over the past two years.”
Newtown Township will be one of four
communities competing in the population of
6,000 to 12,500 category. The others are Tarboro,
N.C.; Belpre, Ohio; and Morro Bay, Calif.
AIB encourages communities to look their best through attractively landscaped and maintained public areas.
According to local organizer and chair of the Newtown
Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC) Paul Seligson,
“AIB judges will visit Newtown Square in mid-summer to tour
the community, evaluate our efforts, and offer suggestions on
how to maximize our efforts. Judging criteria covers six areas:
Floral Displays, Landscaped Areas, Urban Forestry, Environmental Efforts, Heritage Preservation, and Overall Impression.
Newtown Township has both an active historical society and
an energized environmental committee, as well as extensive
floral display through its hanging baskets in key shopping areas.
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We share America in Bloom’s vision of communities that are
welcoming and vibrant places to live, work, and play.”
Preparing for the judges’ visit involves the entire community,
including local businesses, residents and outdoor municipal
areas. Residents and business owners can support the effort by
improving the landscaping of their property through the use of
flowers, trees and shrubs, and keeping up with the maintenance
of their property.
AIB board president Charlie Hall, Ph.D., said, “I am quite
excited that we have more cities this year than we’ve had in a
while. I think it speaks to the improving economic conditions
at the local level, as well as the recognition that quality landscapes are one of the best forms of economic development that
a city or community can engage in.
“It’s also exciting to consider that we have a good mix of
small and medium-sized cities this year, with a number of firsttime communities. Obviously, word is getting out about the
AIB program and the good results communities are realizing
from participating.”
Among the features of Newtown Township are the hanging
baskets that adorn West Chester Pike and other main streets
in the township. “In our continuing effort to improve the program, this coming season the hanging baskets are undergoing
a huge transformation,” Seligson explained. “Each basket will
have built-in reservoirs that re-supply moisture to the soil, allowing them to be watered every other day instead of every day.

This highly successful design provides a unique wicking system
that impedes rapid water evaporation.”
Seligson continued, “We’ve determined that there are certain flowers
that have a greater tendency to re-bloom more quickly, and whose
blooms last longer. We’re using these in increased numbers, and hoping
to find additional color options for the future. We have Mostardi
Nursery to thank for the thoughtful plant selection and growing.”
Each participant in the national AIB competition, including Newtown
Township, will receive a two-day visit from a two-person team of specially trained judges. They will tour the community, meet with volunteers,
elected officials, and members of the business community, and then
develop an extensive written evaluation. Many mayors have commented
that the evaluation would cost upwards of $10,000 if the city had hired a
consultant to do the work.
Since 2002, America in Bloom has engaged nearly 250 towns in 40
states, touching millions of lives.
Awards will be announced at the annual AIB symposium and awards
to be held in Holland, Mich., on September 24-26. Evaluations will be
sent to participating communities on September 28.
Seligson says, “This is a wonderful addition to our township that can
only continue with YOUR support. The hanging baskets are funded only
through donations. Please, we need your support to keep this program
‘blooming.’”
Please mail or drop off your donation, along with your name, address,
and phone number, for Newtown Square’s 2015 Blooming Hanging
Basket Campaign to: Newtown Township Building, 209 Bishop Hollow
Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073, Attn: Catherine. ■
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Josh and Samantha McGuire

The New Face of
“Mad Men” — Josh McGuire
Making a difference from Madison Avenue to South Africa.
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
Newtown Square native Joshua McGuire has designs on making a
difference.
The Delaware County Christian School and Temple University’s
Tyler School of Art graduate has had an almost meteoric rise through
the advertising world as an art and creative director. He returned home
in April to be honored as the 2015 Arts Alumnus of the Year at Delaware
County Christian School.
As a co-creator of the platform used for feedies.com, McGuire has
helped the international charity The Lunchbox Fund raise money to help
feed students in need. The Lunchbox Fund is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to providing a daily meal for orphaned and vulnerable
schoolchildren in township and rural areas of South Africa, a country
where 65% of all children live in poverty. Receiving food encourages
these children to stay in school and obtain their education.
The app that McGuire created allows diners at participating
restaurants to take and post photos of their meals. For each photo posted,
the restaurant donates the cost of one meal. The campaign has resulted
in well over 12 million meals “shared” so far. As of press time the nearest
restaurant to the Marple-Newtown area is in Philadelphia, but there are
many options all over the country. If you are traveling this summer it’s
easy to get involved just by downloading the app at wetheFeedies.com.
In addition to his work on the Feedies campaign, McGuire has been
honored for other campaigns aimed at helping kids. He won the 2013
USA Today Young Lions Film competition for his work on a 30-second
commercial for kaboom.com that asks parents to trade their kids’ time in
front of a screen for time outdoors with the question: “Isn’t it time you
playgrounded your child?”
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It’s the kind of work that earned
McGuire the number-five spot on
the Business Insider list of the “30
Most Creative People in Advertising
Under 30.”
McGuire graduated from Delaware
County Christian School in 2004. It’s where he met his future wife,
Samantha Freeman McGuire, who also works in advertising design in
New York.
While you might not see Josh McGuire’s name or photo in print or
online, there’s a good chance you will see his work. He has been named
Group Creative Director at VML/Fluid in New York. Among the
agency’s clients are PUMA, Michael Kors, Google and The North Face.
In a business not often associated with Christianity, McGuire is open
about his faith and the role it has played in his success. He spoke about
it when he took the stage at his alma mater to accept the 2015 Arts
Alumnus of the Year honor.
“When asked about the joys of his work,” the school’s alumni profile
points out, “Josh says, ‘Creating new ideas will always bring me the
greatest satisfaction. One of God’s greatest gifts to us is the ability to
create, and in doing so, we reflect that we have been made in His image.’
On the impact of faith on his work, he reflects, ‘My faith has been
instrumental in how I approach my job. When you are in a management
position you are constantly tested on your reaction to difficult situations,
and God is my go-to when those difficult decisions arise. I am by no
means flawless in this approach and am constantly growing in my faith
and how that translates to my professional career.’” ■

SPECIAL SECTION: Real Estate

Home
Sweet
Home!
Timely news and advice
for consumers ready to
buy, sell or build a home.
The U.S. economy is on the upswing,
with the job market gaining an estimated
1.125 million jobs in just the past four
months, and predictions for the 2015
housing market are looking positive.
Rising home prices have led to an
increase in housing equity, pulling
many of the nine million homeowners
affected by the recession out of the red.
Now, many Americans are seeing green
through job security and the hopes of
purchasing a home of their own.

Real Estate in MARPLE NEWTOWN
Homes for Sale: 115

Average Home Price: $232,760

Homes Sold: 89

Average Sold Price: $297,270

➢

CONTINUED

*Data provided by Realtor.com at the time of publication.
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Real Estate

Outlook for 2015

Although some economists predicted
stronger outcomes for the housing market, 2014 still proved to be a good year
for real estate recovery. With loosened
lending requirements and an improved
economy, buyers gained confidence.
The job market grew, offering options for the unemployed and
those looking for better opportunities. With a steady paycheck
and mortgage rates continuing to decline, would-be renters
saw the chance for homeownership to become a reality.
Homeowners also felt relief with homes returning to normal
price appreciation and foreclosures and short sales declining
throughout the year, which provided additional inventory to
the market. However, the available homes were not enough
to satisfy the number of buyers in the market for a new home.
According to the National Association of Realtors (NAR), the
median time on the market was approximately 90 days, creating a competitive market for the limited number of homes
available. This was a key factor that held back the full projected
recovery, along with tighter credit standards for young, firsttime homebuyers who forwent purchasing to stay with parents
or rent. Additionally, the association noted that the number
of first-time homebuyers was the lowest in 30 years. With
the largest generation since the Baby Boomers due to hit the
sprite age of 24 this year, economists predict that 2015 will be
the start of a booming real estate market.

Where economists
see potential for 2015

Millennials. Job security. Options for
mortgage rates. These buzzwords run
rampant through economic predictions
for the 2015 housing market. Millennials are making their way into the real
estate market in a big way. Economists predict an increase
in home purchases within the next one to five years thanks
in large part to millennials, or Generation Y (individuals
born between 1981 and 2000), who are entering the housing
market. Attractive three-percent-down loans from Freddie
Mac and Fannie Mae and conventional five-percent-down
loans provide more options for younger buyers who are ready
to buy, but may not have the high 20 percent down payment needed for a loan. Realtor.com states that 65 percent of
first-time homebuyers are made up of millennials and that, of
those, 85 percent indicated that marriage and change in family
size was the motivation to buy. The youngest of this generation being only 15 in 2015 means this is only the start of longterm housing market growth.
Compared to previous generations who purchased homes
in their mid- to late 20s, millennials are putting off the decision to buy until their early 30s. A report from NAR stated
that first-time buyers were at the smallest share since 1987,
accounting for only 33 percent of home sales in 2014. An
increase in first-time homebuyers allows established homeowners to “trade in” toward the purchase of pricier homes,
generating a series of homes being bought and sold to boost
the market. Albeit delayed, early 2015 has already seen mil-
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lennials creeping their way into the market. With an increase in
employment opportunities across the U.S. and historically low
interest rates, the next generation is gearing up for homeownership.

Increase in job market

At the start of 2015, the U.S. job market
gained 1.125 million jobs, allowing more
individuals the opportunity for steady
income and a chance at the “American
dream.” Yet, a rise in jobs equals more
people spending more money, and banks
ultimately raising interest rates on mortgages. Luckily, homebuyers are still seeing significantly lower rates than even 15 years ago
when they were steady around 8 percent, or three decades ago
when they hit 16.95 percent in December of 1981 (hopefully
those homebuyers have refinanced since then!).
As the unemployment rate drops and people re-enter the
workforce, rates will continue to increase, but the odds of it spiking any time soon are low, due to the global economy. Investors
look to the U.S. as a safe spot to house their money because of
recent actions by international central banks such as European
Central Bank and those in Asia. The Federal Reserve has kept
from raising the Federal Fund Rate, allowing mortgage rates to
hold somewhat steady.
With rates still low and more individuals feeling financially
ready to buy, 2015 will see a rise in homes being bought and
sold throughout the U.S. According to the National Association
of Home Builders (NAHB), North Dakota, Texas, Louisiana,
Montana and Wyoming are above the national average for home
purchases due to their strong economy. Economic conditions
are setting the demand for home purchases, with higher employment rates creating healthier housing markets.

Home Building

Steady paychecks are allowing buyers
the option of renting or buying, and the
increased cost of renting is causing many
renters to take another look at their options. Once a more affordable option to
owning (leaving the cost of pricey repairs,
utilities, and mortgage payments to the property owners),
NAR marked the rent surge at the highest pace in six years in
December of 2014, making it a “landlord’s market.” Vacancy
rates have fallen drastically, giving property owners the ability
to hike up rental fees to both new and existing tenants. A rise
in rental demand spurs from low housing inventory and the
inability of buyers to afford a substantial down payment, but
with steadily increasing job wages and a decreasing amount
needed to put down, the option to buy or build is becoming
sweeter.
The options for buying are endless and intimidating, whether it is new construction or a pre-owned home. Many buyers
who are looking for open, multifunctional interiors that allow
for socializing and casual living look toward new construction
for their answer. Allowing for more energy-efficient living,
homes are being built with the buyer in mind. The ability to
save on heating and cooling costs with new, energy-efficient

appliances, windows and doors gives building a home from the
ground up just the appeal it needs to compete with pre-owned
homes.
Single-family new home construction is forecasted to increase
26 percent from 2014 to 802,000 units and reach upward of 1.1
million in 2016, predicts the NAHB. The increase is due to lack
of housing available to buyers. As long as housing is undersupplied, new construction home sales will continue to increase. With
expected sales of previously owned homes lower than expected,
new construction numbers have been high for six straight months,
according to Forbes. It is predicted by Realtor.com that affordability of previously owned homes will worsen throughout the year,
with high mortgage rates also adding to the problem, decreasing
affordability by 5 to 10 percent in 2015.

Mortgage Rates

Delaware County
Housing Market

According to zillow.com, “the median
home value in Delaware County is $183,200.
Delaware County home values have declined
-0.3% over the past year and Zillow predicts
they will fall -0.1% within the next year.. The
median rent price in Delaware County is $1,195, which is lower
than the Philadelphia Metro median of $1,400.
Foreclosures will be a factor impacting home values in the next
several years. In Dela-ware County 0.7 homes are foreclosed
(per 10,000). This is lower than the Philadelphia Metro value of
4.1 and also lower than the national level of 3.9 (per 10,000).
Mortgage delinquency is a irst step and often a warning and
predictor in the foreclosure process. Mortgage delinquency
occurs when a homeowner fails to make a mortgage payment. The
percent of delinquent mortgages in Delaware County is 8.5%,
which is higher than the national value of 6.3%. With U.S. home
values having fallen by more than 20% nationally from their peak
in 2007 until their trough in late 2011, many homeowners are
now underwater on their mortgages, meaning they owe more than
their home is worth.
According to Zillow the number of Delaware County homeowners underwater on their mortgage is 21.8%, which is higher
than Philadelphia Metro at 19.1%.

Young buyers are struggling to make
a 20 percent down payment on a house,
leading them to seek out other options.
A survey released by the Federal Reserve
found that 45 percent of renters put off buying a home because they did not have enough
for a down payment. In an effort to expand the homebuyer pool,
the government-sponsored Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac developed programs that offer a three-percent-down option that targets
potential buyers with good credit, but little upfront cash. There
are other low-down-payment options
available through the Federal Housing Administration and Veterans Administration,
but they include hefty fees and mortgage
insurance premiums that drive up monthly
payments.
Private mortgage insurance (PMI) is
a fee required of homeowners to protect
a lender in case of a default in mortgage
payments. PMI is required when homeowners put down less than 20 percent of
the appraised value of a home and must
be paid until loan-to-value ratio (LTV)
hits 80 percent. Zillow provides an easyto-understand example: “Let’s say you
bought a $100,000 home and put down
10 percent, or $10,000, and got a $90,000
loan to pay the rest. Your LTV in this case
would be $90,000 divided by $100,000,
or 90 percent.” Once a borrower builds
up equity to 20 percent of the price of the
home, he/she may request to have PMI
removed. Lenders do not typically remove
PMI on their own until 22 percent, so an
owner is wise to stay on top of the total
amount of payments.
Although not everyone will qualify for
heartland-manorcare.com
low-down-payment loans, the hope is
to get more buyers into the market. It is
important for individuals to research the
types of loans that will work best for their
situation.

continued on next page >>

Rehabilitation Services designed
to get patients back to living.
We offer:
• Complex medical care
• Intensive rehabilitation
• Skilled nursing

For additional information or tour,
contact:

Devon Manor
King of Prussia
Pottstown
Mercy Fitzgerald
Yeadon
Wallingford
1.800.320.5276
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When to sell

The housing market is on the upswing and people are looking to sell. Current homeowners have a positive outlook
with the real estate market on the up-and-up, and may be looking to move into a new home, cash in on the house of
their dreams, or to downsize locally to buy that bucket-list beach home. Whatever the situation may be, keep in mind
these real estate selling tips before your house goes on the market:

Find a listing agent who will get the job done. Whether you decide to list the
home yourself, or find a broker, do your homework! Find comparables in the area to make
sure your home is priced affordably — to avoid over- or underselling your property.

Keep it clean! It’s easy for life to take over and daily chores to fall by the wayside. Don’t let
this spoil your goal of selling your home. Kids, pets, and messy spouses should be kept at bay
during peak viewing hours. Finding it hard to live at home while trying to sell? Invest in a few
extra storage bins with decorative flair to keep toys, clothes and shoes out of sight to potential
buyers. Make sure the dishwasher is empty and the trash is taken out…potential buyers want to
see the house at its very best, free from the odors of last night’s dinner.
Where possible, take the “home” out of your house. As heart-wrenching as it may be to not have
pictures of your children or furry friends adorning the walls of your home, it is time to pack away personal
mementos. Remember, buyers are buying their new home, not your old home. Get a head start on moving out
by putting trinkets and collectables in bubble-wrapped boxes in the basement and giving potential buyers the
ability to picture their own unique personalities in the space. Closets are an important selling feature, so start
packing away off-season clothing to give closets the appearance of more space. Where possible, “stage” your
home by moving furniture to maximize space. If you have your great-grandmother’s antique armoire that never
had a proper place in your home, think about moving it to storage to allow for more room.
Make smart upgrades. It is important for prospective buyers to see themselves living
their own lives in your home. Make moderate upgrades that speak to the current market of
buyers. Replace old, dusty carpets with new hardwood or laminate flooring. Not all buyers
will think hot-pink walls will suit their needs, so invest in a fresh coat of neutral-colored paint
for bedrooms and common areas. Fix broken closet doors, replace outdated hardware with
sleek new knobs and handles, clean your mirrors and windows, etc. Thinking small will deliver
big payback.

Cooks in the kitchen. Every buyer has to cook, and every cook wants a nice kitchen. HGTV noted
that remodeling your kitchen would most likely provide an 85 percent return on investment. Buyers shy
away from homes with outdated kitchens because of the hefty fees associated with upgrading. If you have
some money to spend, think about upgrading flooring and countertops to match current styles. Think
about upgrading one or two key appliances to stainless steel. Don’t have much money to spend? Goodquality cabinets can always be painted or updated with new hardware. The upgrades will be worth it.

First things first. “You only have one chance to make a first impression.” Don’t mess it up!
You want to capture potential buyers the minute they pull up to your house. Keep the lawn
tidy and plant a few flowers to make your home approachable. Light a candle or add fresh-cut
flowers to the main entrances or common areas of your home to make it feel more inviting.
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In the market to buy –
it’s a numbers game

The real estate market is on the rise, and buyers are facing
low inventory on affordable homes. Whether you are looking
to purchase your first home or in the market for a new home, it
is crucial to get all of your numbers in order before starting the
search for a new home. Keeping these tips in mind will help
make you an ideal buyer:
The BIG 20…percent, that is. Most real estate
agents will start to take you seriously only after
providing a pre-approval letter. If you are thinking that a home purchase is in your future, start
to look at your finances. You’re going to need
cash, and a lot of it. To avoid PMI and paying additional fees
on top of your mortgage, aim to put down 20 percent. If you
have relatives or really great friends who are willing to assist
you in reaching the 20 percent mark, make sure you look at the
rules of receiving “gift money.” Many banks only accept up to a
certain percentage of your down payment to be gifted.
What is FICO and why is 720 important? If
you are in the market to buy, the letters F-I-C-O
are familiar to you. Fair Isaac Corporation, or
FICO, is a well-known software for calculating an individual’s credit score. When getting
pre-approved by banks for a mortgage, it is important to have
a good score. What is good? 720. According to FICO, the
median score in the U.S. is 723. If you are looking for great
credit, shoot for anything higher than 723 (think in the 800900 range). Most banks will offer similar options if you are at
or above 720, but if you dip below, it may be best to start by
trying to improve your credit before buying a new home.
Pick your budget range. It is almost impossible to search for a home without knowing
what you can afford. Most likely you’ll fall in
love with the house of your dreams with an updated kitchen, a claw-foot tub and a man cave,
and go to put an offer on it only to find out it exceeds your
allowable budget provided by a mortgage lender. Heartbreak
will ensue, but you’ll get back on your feet with the realization that you can still get the home of your dreams, but need
to narrow down your search. By this point, your Realtor will
be able to provide you with options that fit the bill. All real
estate websites also provide the convenient option to search
by neighborhoods in your price range.
Make an offer by choosing your numbers
wisely. When you’ve finally found THE ONE,
it’s time to make an offer. Make sure you do
your homework—find comparable houses that
were recently sold in the proximity to see if the
asking price is fair. When comparing, be sure to take into account number of bedrooms and bathrooms, updates made to
the house, and other factors that may determine house price.
Once you decide on a fair price, you’ll include earnest money
with your offer to show good faith. This money will be held by
your Realtor until the deal is finalized, then will be put toward
your down payment. ■

Get your business
noticed in all the best
locations.
We can guarantee you the
best placement available –
right in your
customer’s home.
Find out how our direct-mailed,
community-sponsored quarterly
magazine can help grow
your business.
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Contact Wayne Dollard
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Summer is Home Construction Season
By Bob Byrne

It’s summer and the doors, How do you choose the right project to tackle and the best design?
The National Association of Homebuilders (NAHB) suggests that a good starting place
curtains, and shades are
is to “take your family’s lifestyle into account when selecting an area of your home to remodel. For example, if you get a lot of traffic through the house, consider hardwood floors.
open wide to let in the
Families who frequently entertain in the kitchen may want to expand the room and add an island or
sunshine, and that can open some comfortable chairs. If your bathroom is the place where you escape the world, add a whirlpool
tub or a deluxe shower.”
a homeowner’s limitless
After you’ve chosen an area of your home to remodel, the wide array of project options can be
both
dazzling and intimidating. There are a zillion or more places to get ideas. Maybe it’s something
imagination to what might
you saw on TV, in a magazine, a book or at a friend’s house. Setting up an appointment with a local
designer, or even one of the “big-box” home stores can offer a good starting point.
be. It’s the time of year
The NAHB suggests that manufacturers and suppliers are the most obvious place to find inforwhen many homeowners
mation about new products and how to use them. You can start by searching their websites and
magazine ads. Lumberyards, hardware stores and other suppliers also can be valuable sources of
decide the time has come
information. Many suppliers now offer home planning centers, where you can browse comfortably
among the following:
to remodel. Before you
Plan books | Product manuals | Sourcebooks | Building tips | Magazines
get out the sledgehammer
Brochures | Directories of local remodelers and builders
and start ripping up floors,
Kitchen & Bathroom Projects
there are some things to
Kitchens and bathrooms are two of the most popular remodeling projects. They are also the
two areas of a home that realtors say will give you the best return on your investment when
consider.
it comes time to sell. Before you even start a kitchen remodel, Josh Garskof (writing in This
Old House Magazine) says kitchen remodel budgets tend to follow these basic allocations, whether
yours is a $5,000 or a $50,000 project:







29% for cabinets and hardware
22% for design and installation
16% for walls, ceilings, floors, doors and windows
14% for appliances and ventilation
10% for counters
9% for electrical and plumbing

One of the easiest ways to save big money on a kitchen remodel is to keep the current layout of
the room. Taking down walls, rerouting plumbing, electrical and gas lines can take a big bite out of
your budget.
Before you start a bathroom remodeling project
Knowing where to start will determine how well and successfully you finish your bathroom
remodel. The consumer review website Angie’s List offers a detailed list of things to consider before
you start.
Evaluate the space. The first step to planning a bathroom remodel is evaluating the existing
space. If you’re planning on updating or renovating an existing bathroom, what would you like to see
improved?
Make comparisons. Whether a bathroom remodel pays off in terms of improved resale value often
depends on what comparable homes in your neighborhood feature in their bathrooms.
Think about your future plans. Much of what you decide to take on during your bathroom renovation work should depend on your future plans. If you plan on moving out of your home in the next
five to seven years, a modest project that updates that bathroom for mainstream tastes may be a
better option.
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Create a budget. Bathroom remodels are expensive, so make
sure you spend wisely. Take an objective look at your budget and a
realistic approach about what you can afford. Invest in high-quality
workmanship and high-quality materials. Don’t skimp on items like
the faucet, sink or toilet, for example, because this is a highly utilized
area and you want things that are going to hold up. Cheapest isn’t
always best.
Determine what you want and get professional advice. Once
you’ve decided how much you can afford to invest, it’s a good idea
to do some window shopping for the materials, fixtures and features
you’d like to include in the remodeling project.
More details and a much more extensive list of things to consider
when remodeling a bathroom is available for free at Angie’sList.com.

Outdoor Living Spaces
Summer is a perfect time to enjoy a deck or patio. The National
Association of Homebuilders has a list of things to consider
before building (full details are available at NAHB.org).
Patio or Deck? When deciding on whether you’d like your new
outdoor haven to be a patio or deck, first do some research. Some areas
have building codes or terrains that dictate one or the other. Your local
home builders association can be a good source of information. What
kind of budget are you looking at? Decks can be a more affordable
option than patios, but concrete, while more expensive, tends to be the
sturdiest material with the lowest maintenance needs.
Choosing the Design. Once you’ve determined whether a deck or
patio is best for your home, the possibilities are endless.
Materials Matter. Most decks are made of wood, ranging from
pressure-treated pine and fir to more durable—and pricey—woods
such as red cedar, redwoods and tropical hardwoods. No matter the
type, wood decks require maintenance, but even then, expensive or not,
swelling and warping will still occur over time.
To reduce the amount of maintenance required, consider composite
and vinyl decking.
Location, Location, Location. Before beginning your outdoor
project, assess your space. Where do you have the best sunlight? Do you
want to use your space for dining or grilling? If so, do you have a large
enough area for tables and chairs?

Before You Hire a Contractor
If you’ve made the decision to hire a contractor, the Pennsylvania attorney general’s office has resources you can use to check
on a contractor before you sign a contract.
Attorney General Kathleen Kane says, “Most Pennsylvania contractors do very good work.
Unfortunately, some do not. Every year the attorney general’s office
fields complaints from people who were not satisfied with the work they
had done on their homes and businesses.”
You should always check to ensure that the home improvement contractor is registered in Pennsylvania by visiting www.attorneygeneral.
gov, or by calling 1.888.520.6680.
The Home Improvement Consumer Protection Act (HICPA)
requires all contractors who perform $5,000 or more in home improvements in a year to register with the Office of Attorney General. Contractors must re-register every two years.
HICPA was created to protect consumers who hire home improvement contractors and to authorize criminal penalties for home improvement fraud.
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Every year, the Office of Attorney General files many legal actions
against “no show” contractors and others doing substandard work.
Consumers get refunds, and substandard contractors face fees and civil
penalties.
Consumers should go to the attorney general’s website to see if a
contractor is registered. The website includes the following for registered
contractors:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Contact and insurance information
A description of the company
Information on any prior home improvement businesses
Names of anyone with an interest in the business
Any contractor licenses
Bankruptcy, criminal plea and conviction history for home improvement fraud
A map showing where the business is located

Contractors must register under the law, but take note: their appearance in the registry does not mean the OAG endorses their work. “Registration” is not a license or a seal of approval. It is not meant to imply that
they have met any standards for quality of work.
That’s why the attorney general recommends that you “go the extra
mile” when evaluating a contractor. In addition to the attorney general’s
website, you should carefully check all references, contact the Better
Business Bureau, and get more than one estimate before committing to
anything.
To report an unregistered contractor, call the Home Improvement
Registration Hotline at 1.888.520.6680. Complaints about unregistered
contractors may also be emailed to the attorney general’s office at HIC@
attorneygeneral.gov. ■

NOW HIRING
EXCEPTIONAL PERSON TO
JOIN OUR SALES TEAM

IN Marple Newtown Magazine is seeking a seasoned
sales person in the Philadelphia area.
• We offer an attractive commission structure,
flexibility and independence for the right candidate.
• Qualified candidate must have a successful sales
track record, ability to self manage, excellent written,
verbal and computer skills.
Examples of Duties Performed:
• Develop new leads by cold calling and obtaining
face-to-face appointments.
• Manage new business accounts.
• Present solid recommendations to client.
• Generate revenue and meet sales targets.

Please contact our VP of Sales, Tamara Myers, at
t.myers@icmags.com for more information.
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A Famous American
Benjamin Slept Here
(No, not THAT Benjamin.)
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
You can’t stop in for a pint of ale or the hospitality of the West family,
as people did nearly three centuries ago, but you can still visit and soak
in the history of the red brick building at the corner of Newtown and
Goshen roads that is better known as Square Inn, Square Tavern, or the
John West House.
The building may be most notable in history because the artist
Benjamin West lived there. According to a history published by the
Newtown Square Historical Society: “The artist’s father, John West,
was host and lived there with his family intermittently between 1744
(when Benjamin was 6 years old) and 1758.” According to bio.com,
Benjamin West was born October 10, 1738, in Springfield. He was “a
painter of historic and religious subjects, including King George III
of England. One of his most famous works, “The Death of General
Wolfe,” was notable for its realistic use of modern dress.”
“Benjamin West’s influence on the course of American painting
was enormous,” according to a Metropolitan Museum of Art
biography, “and it is certain that without him the achievements of
most of the major American artists of the time would not have been
possible…West manifested a talent for painting at an early age, and
was encouraged to draw by his parents. By the age of 15 he was
something of a local celebrity for his portraits, and by 1756 he had
attracted the attention of Dr. William Smith, provost of the College
of Philadelphia, who enrolled him in his school and devised a special
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program in classical learning for him. His lessons in antiquity fueled
his determination to become a history painter, and in 1760 he sailed
for Italy on a journey that would lead him to the pinnacle of artistic
success.” West eventually moved to London where, according to the
Met biography, he “met King George III, who appointed him a charter
member of the Royal Academy of Arts in 1768 and by 1772 made him
his historical painter.” Benjamin West died in London in 1820.
Back home in Newtown Square, the tavern that bears his father’s
name underwent several architectural and ownership changes while
West was in Europe, and over the two centuries that followed. At one
point the bricks, which were reported to be of fairly poor quality, were
covered in stucco.
The building was completely renovated 34 years ago. According to
the Newtown Square Historical Society’s website, “an excellent job of
restoration on the Inn was completed at the end of January, 1981, the
work being done under the supervision of General Contractor David
Abel, working with the John Milner Associates under the sponsorship
of then-owner ARCO Chemical Research Co., Inc.” Dedication of the
restored building took place on February 1, 1981. It was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1984.
The tavern is open for visitors from 1-4 p.m. on Saturdays in July and
August. ■
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