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FROM THE CEO
Welcome to the fall issue of IN Marple
Newtown magazine.
As the Summer of 2020 comes to an end,
schools and colleges are entering a back-toschool season unlike any other, with many
schools taking a hybrid approach, offering
both in-class and remote learning.
Never before has a sense of community
been more important, and the pandemic is
bringing neighbors together—6 feet apart. Our municipal governments,
nonprofits and churches have been challenged with demands like never
before. And neighbors have stepped up for each other to help those who
need it.
IN Community Magazines is also a vital part of our five Philly
communities, bringing you the latest school and township information.
If you have ideas or suggestions, we’d love to hear from you!
Email editors@icmags.com.
Wishing you a safe and healthy fall season!

CEO
Wayne Dollard
PUBLISHER
Julie Talerico
j.talerico@icmags.com
EDITOR
Peter Urscheler
p.urscheler@icmags.com
VICE PRESIDENT OF OPERATIONS
Leo Vighetti
l.vighetti@icmags.com
ART DIRECTOR
Michael Miller
m.miller@icmags.com
DESIGNER
Harvey Walls
h.walls@in-philly.com

Wayne Dollard

ADVERTISING COORDINATOR/
SCHOOL & TOWNSHIP MANAGER
Debbie Mountain
d.mountain@icmags.com

IN Community Magazines is the largest magazine publishing
company in Pennsylvania. We are pleased to be partnered with
the Marple Newtown area communities.

SENIOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
Karen Zach
k.zach@icmags.com

CONNECT WITH US!
Follow us on Facebook @icmags for a
calendar of events in your community as
well as featured stories on extraordinary
people and places!
POST YOUR EVENT ON OUR FB CALENDAR!
facebook.com/ICMags
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS!
We’d love to hear from you if you know someone in
your community who is making a difference or has
done something extraordinary. We’re also looking
for interesting story ideas (little-known facts,
history or other news) within your community.
If you have suggestions, email us at
p.urscheler@icmags.com.
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All rights reserved. Reproduction or reuse of any
part of this publication is prohibited without the
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Please recycle this magazine when
you are through enjoying it.

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | CUSTOM METAL ROOFS
FULLY-CERTIFIED INSTALLER & SHINGLE MASTER

Newtown Square, PA
Since 1995
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VOTED “BEST HARDWARE STORE ON THE MAIN LINE”

We Are Less Than 15 Minutes From
The Heart Of Newtown Square
143 Pennsylvania Ave, Wayne 610.995.2977
Shop online: www.bestlittlehomecenter.com
All Your Hardware Needs Plus:
Lumber & Building Materials
Propane Filling Station
Weber Grills “Premium” Dealer

We can guarantee you the best placement
available – right in your customer’s home.
Find out how our direct-mailed, communitysponsored quarterly magazine can help grow
your business.

7 K
N EE
PE W
O SA
AY
D

Get your
business
noticed in
all the right
locations.

W

Licensed & Insured PA120049

Contact us for a free estimate
610-745-2696
www.burdettroofing.com
burdettexteriors@gmail.com

WAYNE
PENNSY
LVANIA
AVE.

Wayne Station

E.

WEST AV

STATIO

N. ABERDE
EN AVE.

l

h

ote

urc

Ch

H
ne

y
Wa

es

Pr

tre

ea

Th

WAYNEWOOD AVE.

L

C T.
ELLA
OU

e
yn
Wa

vie

Mo

To advertise, please call 724.942.0940

N. WAYNE AVE.

N RD.

LANCASTER AVE.

MARPLE NEWTOWN



FALL 2020

3

WHAT’S NEWS IN

MARPLE NEWTOWN

VIRTUAL TEA & TALK
WITH SUFFRAGIST
LEADER CARRIE
CHAPMAN CATT
September 20
In honor of the centennial year of the
19th Amendment, listen to suffragist
leader, and founder of the League of
Women Voters, Carrie Chapman Catt.
She will be portrayed by Pat Jordan of the
Heritage Theater Guild and tell the
thrilling story of women’s suffrage.
Simpson House Tea Room usually
supplies the wonderful tea. Event is
ticketed and takes place from
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. For tickets visit
historicsugartown.org/events/.

NASAL SWAB TESTING
FOR DELAWARE
COUNTY RESIDENTS
Delaware County is currently offering
PCR (nasal swab) diagnostic tests for
COVID-19. Testing is available for
individuals who have symptoms or who
have had a known exposure to someone
with COVID-19 and live or work in
Delaware County. Testing is free for those
who have and those who do not have health
insurance. You must pre-register online
prior to visiting one of the testing sites. For
more information visit delcopa.gov/ich/
resources/covid19/testing.html.

DRESSAGE AT DEVON
VIRTUAL BREYER
HORSE SHOW
Make sure your rider’s attire and horse’s
tack are ready as Dressage at Devon holds
its first Breyer Horse Show—virtually!
The show is open to children only, but the
entries will be judged by age group (Kids
5-7; Junior 8-13; Senior 14-18). The show
4
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will be judged by Anne Moss (PA) and
Karen Monks-Reilly (PA).
The official and complete prize list can
be found at dressageatdevon.org in addition
to the rules for the classes and entry forms.
Or click on the competitors tab and go to
Prize Lists. Email your photos to
VirtualShow@dressageatdevon.org.
All entry forms must be completed to
be accepted and must include the child’s
name, age, date of birth, valid email
address and the signature of the parent.
Completed entry forms must be
submitted by email no later than midnight
on Sept. 21 and all photos must be
received by Sept. 22. For more
information, visit dressageatdevon.org.

THE SATURDAY CLUB
HOSTS CHILDREN’S
SIDEWALK
CONSIGNMENT SALE
September 26
The Fall 2020 Children’s Sidewalk
Consignment Sale will be held outside of
the Saturday Club’s historic Clubhouse at
117 West Wayne Avenue. All proceeds
benefit The Saturday Club and its
philanthropic support of women’s and
children’s charities.
To ensure the safety and well-being of
all consignors, shoppers and member
volunteers, the Fall 2020 sale will focus
exclusively on very good and excellentcondition used children’s clothing and will
take place for one day only: Saturday, Sept.
26 (rain date Oct. 3) from 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. with a $20 all-you-can-fill bag sale
from 4:30 to 5:00 p.m.
All racks of clothing will be set up in the
Clubhouse parking lot with member
volunteers monitoring the number of
shoppers that are “in the sale” at a given
time. No one will be permitted inside of
the Clubhouse during the sale and all

icmags.com

BY PETER URSCHELER

shoppers and volunteers will be required
to wear a mask.

COMMUNITY
RESOURCES
Senior Citizen Grocery Delivery
215.900.2519
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the
County of Delaware Services for the
Aging (COSA) and Community Transit
are partnering to offer seniors an
alternative to in-person grocery shopping.
Community Transit drivers are available
to get grocery lists and payment from
seniors to shop and deliver their items.
Seniors can stay safely in their homes. The
cost of the shopping and delivery will be
subsidized by COSA. To contact
Community Transit for this service, call
215.900.2519 or email grocerydropoff@
ctdelco.org.
Delaware County Citizen Corps
delcocitizencorps.com
The Delaware County Citizen Corps’
mission is to provide education, training,
and volunteer opportunities to engage all
citizens in making our community safer,
stronger, and better prepared for
emergencies and disasters of all types,
including threats of terrorism; crime;
public health emergencies; and natural,
man-made, and technological disasters by
improving preparedness, mitigation,
response, and recovery efforts.
The Citizen Corps works with the
Delaware County Department of
Emergency Services through the Medical
Reserve Corps (MRC), Community
Emergency Response Teams (CERT),
and/or County Animal Response Team
(CART). To learn more about potential
volunteer opportunities, visit the website.
2-1-1 Southeast Pennsylvania
Call 2-1-1 or text 898-211
2‑1‑1 SEPA is part of the national 2‑1‑1
Call Centers initiative that seeks to
provide an easy-to-remember telephone
number and web resource for finding
health and human services—for everyday
needs and in crisis situations. Search the
vast database of services and providers to
find the help you need today. 

EDUCATION GUIDE

Your guide to
education—
from Pre-K
to college.

Continued on page 7 >
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

610.886.4337
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tudents learn best when instruction is tailored to their
individual needs and their differences are understood,
accepted, and celebrated. For over 40 years, Stratford
Friends School, located in Newtown Square, has been a leader
and a pioneer in the education of children who learn differently.
Stratford Friends students are bright and motivated students
who have learning differences such as ADHD, dyslexia, receptive
and expressive language delays, auditory processing issues,
dyscalculia, executive function issues, or working memory
deficits. Often these students fall behind in a traditional classroom
setting. Stratford Friends’ small school model enables teachers the
opportunity to truly focus on each and every student.
Stratford Friends School serves grades K-9, with an average
student-to-teacher ratio of 6:1. The elementary and middle
school programs are designed to prepare unique learners for
success. The well-rounded school day combines a research-based
academic curriculum with STEAM and service-based learning
with physical education and visual and performing arts, which
encourages students’ creativity, builds a joy of learning, and
bolsters self-esteem.
All Stratford Friends students receive their own Chromebook.
New technology such as Juno FrontRow, an all-in-one audio
classroom tool, and teacher cameras will allow for continued
student engagement and support for in-class instruction and
seamless transition to distance learning. This new technology
will not only enhance the teacher’s voice within the classroom,
it will also allow teachers to record lessons for at-home
instruction or review.
Language instruction is taught using the Orton-Gillingham
reading program, a researched-based curriculum, to provide
explicit phonics instruction using multi-sensory techniques. Visual,
auditory, and tactile-kinesthetic learning modalities are reinforced
through systematic, explicit, diagnostic, and prescriptive
6
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instruction. This method develops the language abilities of each
child by teaching foundational reading skills (decoding), spelling
skills (encoding), and concepts through the involvement of
all the student’s senses. In the hands of the highly trained and
experienced teachers at Stratford Friends School, it is a powerful
tool of exceptional breadth, depth, and flexibility.
As students progress in their decoding ability, comprehension
skills are taught using a variety of rich literature and informational
texts. Students learn to activate prior knowledge, make
connections, predict outcomes, build vocabulary, make inferences,
identify the main idea, ask questions, visualize, evaluate,
summarize, and synthesize. Teachers help students develop
independent strategies for learning, creating an atmosphere of
curiosity and enthusiasm for reading.
Multi-sensory teaching techniques are used across the
curriculum. Students also benefit from support services including
Speech and Language and Occupational Therapy. Therapists
deliver services integrated into the classroom whenever possible
but also work with students individually or in small groups as
needed. A school counselor is also part of student life at Stratford
Friends, to aid with the development of social and emotional
intelligences that may impact their learning.
Built on core Quaker values, this independent school has
quiet worship reflection time at the start of every day and
explicitly teaches the Quaker values of simplicity, peace, integrity,
community, equality, and stewardship. The school’s mission is
to empower students with the skills to be successful learners.
Stratford Friends is a school committed to diversity, peacemaking,
social justice, and the recognition of the spiritual dimension of life.
To schedule an individual tour or learn more about Stratford
Friends School, contact Patty Plousis, Director of Enrollment,
at admissions@stratfordfriends.org or visit the school’s
website at stratfordfriends.org.

EDUCATION GUIDE

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO START SAVING
FOR YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION

EARLY EDUCATION
The next generation is starting to have children. This
generation grew up in the 1980s and early 1990s, when
televisions were “old news” and computers were just starting to
creep into people’s homes. Gen Y-ers, as they’ve been named,
can still vividly remember the sound of the dial-up tone as they
anticipated the number of emails that would rush into their inbox
once the modem finally connected. For these new parents, the
answer to any question is, and almost always was, just a click
away. These parents are aware of the benefits of early childhood
learning and of the plethora of options available to them. In
addition, shifting demographic patterns, with an increase in two
working parents and single-parent households, are calling for
affordable options for child care.
As the importance and positive impact that early childhood
education has on toddlers is realized, the demand for early
education options continues to increase and expand offerings. A
few key focus areas have been identified as important initiatives
that will shape the young minds of the future, including early
literacy, technology in the classroom, and emotional, cognitive,
social early learning (ECSEL).
Early literacy teaches children letter recognition, word sounds,
vocabulary, and awareness of storytelling. Each of these key
fundamental elements helps lay the groundwork for success in
reading in the future. Early literacy programs can also be found at
local libraries as a way for parents to engage their children even if
they are not enrolled in a preschool program.
Technology is something our children must learn and
understand to succeed today. But it is important for technology
in the classroom to be used properly and not abused. Early
childhood educators are combining technologies with other
types of play and hands-on activities to get the most out of the
tools available to them. Such tools allow for young learners
to work cooperatively on learning activities with the use of
technology to enhance their lessons.
ECSEL focuses on teaching children how to understand and
manage emotions to become more confident, resilient, and
understanding, which are all critical to the success of a young
learner. Laying the foundation to build an early understanding
of feelings and emotions allows children to better recognize
emotions in others and how to cope with them. These
valuable life skills add a tremendous amount of value to their
understanding of healthy relationships with peers.

There is no better time to start saving for college than when
your child is born. There are many options available for parents
who want to get a jump-start on saving for college, and some
plans even allow for savings to be used at the child’s discretion
(for education or something else) upon reaching a certain age.
Parents wishing to save specifically for education purposes
can open a 529 college savings plan. The name comes from
Section 529 of the IRS tax code, which encourages saving for
future educational purposes through a tax-advantaged plan.
In Pennsylvania, there are two options available: the PA 529
Guaranteed Savings Plan (GSP) or the PA 529 Investment Plan
(IP). Each requires a certain amount of money down (as little
as $15) and both can be used at most post-secondary schools,
including colleges, universities, technical and professional
schools, or even elementary or secondary public, private, or
religious schools. Another benefit is that neither of these plans is
limited to in-state tuition.
The biggest difference between the two plans is the way your
money is invested and how it’s managed. The GSP allows you to
choose the type of school or tuition level to save toward, then the
PA Treasury manages your investments from there. The benefit
is that your savings continues to grow with tuition inflation. The
IP gives you more freedom to invest your savings in a variety of
investment options, but your money is more fluid, allowing you
to lose or gain depending on market conditions.
There are several other options available when starting to
save for a minor, including educational savings account (ES),
Uniform Transfer/Gift to Minors Act, custodial accounts, or
simply putting money under your mattress. No matter what route
you choose, it’s never too early to start saving.

K TO 12
The first public school, Boston Latin School, opened in the
United States in 1635, and it remains the nation’s oldest. Back
then, education didn’t focus on math or science, but on the
virtues of family, religion and community. Nearly 400 years later,
schools are harnessing the fundamental principles of community,
and although it may look very different in this day and age, a
strong focus is being put on the importance of creating a safe,
supportive school culture and tapping into technology for
limitless learning.
In 2020, students, parents, teachers, and administrators have
seen changes both inside and outside of the classroom due to
the global pandemic. One of the biggest comes in the form of
technology. Technologies that were once seen as cumbersome to
implement across school systems had to be quickly put into place
when the country was required to obey “stay at home” orders.
While some schools were well-prepared to enact a program for
learning at home for students, others struggled to keep up with
the change. Many students were able to eventually connect from
home, giving teachers the ability to educate a virtual classroom
from their own homes, and expanding access to applications that
were once inaccessible. Schools and teachers are continuing to
change and adapt to a new normal to figure out how to best serve
their students.

Continued on next page >
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Another key focus in education is ensuring that students feel
safe, connected, supported, and challenged through a variety
of different ways. School culture and safety are being addressed
and adapted based on concerns across the country. Teachers,
administrators, families, and community groups are putting a
critical focus on social-emotional learning activities to facilitate
a better look into anger management, conflict resolution,
empathy, and other important life skills. School is often the only
place where social and emotional learning deficiencies can be
addressed; therefore, teaching students these invaluable life skills
ultimately prepares them to become active members of society.

8
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Teachers continue to play an integral role in the lives of
students, one that cannot be replaced with even the most
advanced type of technology. Their responsibilities are
continually changing, and their need to adapt is critical to
students’ success. School administrators must also support and
train educators on new tools and techniques to ensure successful
integration in the classroom.
Whether in the form of virtual school, social media, listening
to music, playing games, or texting with friends, technology
plays an important role in the lives of teens. Educators are now
reaching teenagers where they already spend a majority of their
time. Digital tools are providing teachers with the opportunity to
incorporate personalized learning to students. For example, AI is
being used to allow for greater individualized and differentiated
learning to be conducted by teachers. Applications that provide
learning and testing for students can identify opportunities for
them to excel, flag potential gaps in understanding, and provide
feedback on learning progress.
One feature that will dramatically enhance technology
capabilities in the classroom is the integration of 5G technology.
Predicted to be ubiquitous by the end of this year, 5G technology
allows for data speeds almost 1,000 percent faster than 4G,
empowering educators with the ability to provide a seamless
platform for limitless learning. 5G will allow for applications to
run without fail or interruption, download speeds to increase
dramatically, and a significantly greater number of devices to
be able to connect without delays. Just another exciting way
technology is expected to enhance learning.

EDUCATION GUIDE
6.

7.

8.

15 COLLEGE MAJORS THAT HOLD
PROMISING CAREER PATHS
Forbes Magazine deemed these the most valuable college
majors by way of salary and career prospects for graduates.
1. Biomedical Engineering – Also known as BioMed, this
STEM field looks at the ever-increasing use of technology
in the medical field. This broad field has different focus areas
that can involve instrumentation, materials, mechanics,
clinical technology, rehabilitation and more. If science,
math, and biology interest you, BioMed could be a good
major for you.
2. Biochemistry – As the name suggests, this major looks
at biology and chemistry, or the study of the chemistry of
living organisms. Lab work is common in this major, so
interest in hands-on problem solving and process research
is important. Can’t choose between biology and chemistry?
This may be your answer.
3. Computer Science – This major can span many industries
and focuses on exposure to both computer hardware and
software. The current advancements in technology have
computer science majors learning about robotics, natural
language recognition, and artificial intelligence, among
others. Careers with this degree include IT consultant,
information systems manager, database administrator, games
developer and technical writer.
4. Software Engineering – Interested in learning another
language? Programming language, that is! The rapidly
advancing field of software engineering studies the scientific
and mathematical side of computer software. If you’re
good at problem solving and excited by the opportunity for
continuous learning, a software engineering major could be
of interest.
5. Environmental Engineering – Environmental
engineering careers aid in the clean-up and prevention
of dangerous contamination on our planet. This major
studies the design, development, and execution of systems
developed to protect our environment and the health of the
public. Science and math are both used heavily in this major

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Civil Engineering – If you enjoy building things and math
is a strong subject of yours, civil engineering may be your
calling. Whether it’s a skyscraper or a bridge, civil engineers
work as part of a larger team to build what our cities need to
function.
Geology – If you’re a down-to-earth person, a geology
major may pique your interest. You’ll work outside and
inside a laboratory to learn about Earth’s greatest treasures.
A degree in geology can land you in a variety of different
jobs including environmental agencies, consultancies,
waste management agencies, government organizations, or
independent research.
Management Information Systems – Also known as
MIS, this major is a computer nerd’s dream. You’ll study the
ins and outs of information systems including computer
databases, information exchange via networks, and
cybersecurity to name a few. You’ll also learn how to teach
others to best use their computers and how to resolve issues.
Petroleum Engineering – If you’ve loved oil rigs since
you were little, petroleum engineering might be your dream
job. A career in this field charges you with discovering and
extracting oil and gas from underground deposits. You could
also find yourself then using these natural resources for
products such as gasoline.
Applied Mathematics – Are you a natural problem
solver? An applied mathematics major studies math and
statistics to solve real-world problems across a variety of
different fields and industries.
Mathematics – Wondering about the difference between
applied mathematics and mathematics as a major? Applied
math focuses on using math to solve practical problems,
while math is done just for the sake of doing math. You can
use a mathematics degree in a variety of fields such as law,
medicine, or business with an advanced degree, or if you’re
interested in teaching, math can be your subject.
Construction Management – Buildings are constantly
being constructed everywhere you look. A construction
management professional ensures that projects are
completed on time and on budget, and jobs can vary from
commercial to residential buildings. A major in this field
requires studying engineering and architecture, followed by
hands-on construction experience.
Finance – If you’re all about the numbers, a finance
major may be what you need to show off your money
management skills. Learning how to manage for a business
or organization’s long-term financial success is what will
make you successful in this field.
Physics – The scientific study of matter and energy, such
as the theory of relativity, is at the heart of a physics major.
Experiments in the lab and research will teach you more
about the laws that govern the universe.
Statistics – If you’re data-driven, statistics is a major to
consider. The scientific discipline collects, organizes, and
analyzes data to put it to good use. Many stats majors choose
a double major or a minor that complements statistics, such
as finance or economics. This makes you very marketable
when going out into the field. 
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YOUR SAFETY

“Security is everybody’s business.”

A

s someone who has been in this business for over 39 years, to include the military, I have learned that safety comes when
everyone is involved, especially in these trying times. I don’t mean putting on a uniform and standing guard at a post, but just
always taking inventory of your surroundings: spotting dangers or hazards, no matter how subtle or (you think) insignificant,
and observing persons who are acting in a suspicious manner.
I have found in my experiences that most people have a “spider-sense” (note my reference to Spider-Man, my favorite
superhero (smile)) and if they believe something is wrong or out of place, they are usually correct. Moms, dads, grandmoms,
granddads, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces, cousins (sorry if I left someone out) are all a part of the team, and
it’s a great team.
Now, I know this is not the first time you have heard this message, but a friendly reminder never hurts, “From Your Friendly
Neighborhood Spider-Man” (smile). Thank you and be safe.
Deputy Chief Inspector Brian E. Bowens,
Operations Manager

Alpha-Century Security, Inc.
3720 West Chester Pike
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610.353.7840 • 610.353.2112 Fax

10
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NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP
Our mission is to be the preeminent Township dedicated to Public Service with integrity
achieved by Encouraging Communication and Protecting Resources.

Get Strategically involved in your Community.
12 Boards, Commissions and Public Meetings

15 Library News

13 UGHH! Do I Need A Permit?

16 Public Works News

14 Finance News
Police News
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In light of the CORONAVIRUS:
The Municipal Building,
Police Station and Library
remain closed to the
public as of this writing,
and do not have a definite
date for re-opening. We are
here for you though! See the
Township website for how all
services are still being provided
for you, and how to participate in
all public meetings remotely.
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

John A. Nawn, P.E. .......................Chair
Edward Partridge...........................Vice Chair
Tina Roberts Lightcap....................Supervisor
Mike Russo......................................Supervisor
Leonard B. Altieri III, Esq.................Supervisor

The Board of Supervisors will be looking for volunteers to fill the
following positions starting in January 2021. The “official advertisement” will be posted by mid-November. Visit the Township
Website (newtowntownship.org) to see the respective Board/
Commission’s composition and responsibilities.

The members of the following Township Boards
are appointed by the Board of Supervisors at the
re-organization meeting each January.

N E W TO WN TO WN SHI P NE WS

ewtown Township

MEETING SCHEDULE

All meetings are at 7:00 pm and take place at the Township Building. (Due to COVID-19, see meeting agendas
on the Township website ahead of time to see if they are
being conducted remotely via ZOOM instead.)

Board of Supervisors*..... 2nd and 4th Monday @ 7pm
Municipal Authority........ 1st and 3rd Monday @ 7pm
Parks & Recreation......... 1st Thursday @ 7pm
Planning Commission ... 4th Thursday @ 7pm
Zoning Hearing Board.... 3rd Thursday @ 7pm
Library Board .................. 3rd Thursday @ 7pm
EAC.................................. 1st Monday @ 5pm

Planning Commission:
1-4 year term expiring
12/31/2024
Zoning Hearing Board:
1-5 year term expiring
12/31/2025
Zoning Hearing
Board Alternate:
1-2 year term expiring
12/31/2021
Municipal Authority:
1-5 year term expiring
12/31/2025
EAC:
2-3 year terms expiring
12/31/2023

TOWNSHIP STAFF

209 Bishop Hollow Rd, Newtown Square, PA 19073
Township Hours: 8:30am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
Phone: 610-356-0200 | Fax: 610-356-8722 | www.newtowntownship.org
Administration:
Stephen Nease
Suzanne Wolanin

12

Township Manager
Administrative Services Director/HR

ext 111
ext 111

Finance Department:
Rich Lafiata
Finance Director/Accounts Payable
Denise Gibbone
Utility Billing
Mike Newell
Accounts Receivable

ext 115
ext 138
ext 130

Codes Department:
Andrew Reczek
Zach Axt
Cathy Spahr

Codes Director/Zoning Officer/BCO
Rental Inspector
Planning & Zoning Coordinator

ext 116
ext 147
ext 110

Public Works:
George Sharretts
Harry Robinson

Public Works Director
Public Works Supervisor

ext 112
ext 134

Karl Keehn
Joe Romano

Fire Marshal
Health Inspector

610-356-2969
610-356-4040
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Parks & Recreation Board:
1-5 year term expiring
12/31/2025
Marple-Newtown
Leisure Service:
1-3 year term expiring
12/31/2023
Vacancy Board:
1-2 year term expiring
12/31/2022
Bartram Bridge:
1-2 year term expiring
12/31/2022
Finance Committee:
1-5 year term expiring
12/31/2025

*Always check the Township Website for
the most up-to-date meeting schedule
information! www.newtowntownship.org

Sign up for news updates at Notify Me!
on the Township website,
www.newtowntownship.org.
Look for us on:
facebook.com/newtowntownshipdelco
twitter.com/NewtownTwpDelco

N E W TOWN TOW N SHI P N E W S

Newtown Township

UGHH! Do I Need A Permit?

W

ell the answer is it depends on a number of things.
If you are planning to renovate your home, construct an addition or deck, remodel your basement, modify or install
new HVAC equipment, plumbing fixtures or electrical devices, the answer is yes. However, every project is different
and the Uniform Construction Code of Pennsylvania offers many different exceptions to the basic guidelines. Like all other
“opt-in” municipalities in the Commonwealth, we are required to adhere to the policies and procedures adopted by the
Department of Labor and Industry.
As a result, we suggest that whenever planning a project at home you take a few steps in advance that can save a great
deal of time and frustration once the permit application is submitted.
• If your project involves an addition or structural renovations, it is always a good idea to contact an architect. This is not a
requirement but a design professional is someone who can work through specific issues related to your project that are
not addressed directly by the building code. Having a design professional on your team often eliminates a lot of
questions that may crop up.
• Always feel free to call our office (610-356-0200) if you have questions. We’ll do our best to answer them but please
understand we may not be able to address specific concerns until a plan and application are provided.
• Our website (newtowntownship.org) includes a link to the Uniform Construction Code. This is a handy tool to use if you
want to be sure our answers are correct. The link will also provide a list of exceptions to projects requiring permits and
will itemize all of the codes currently adopted by the Commonwealth.
• Permit applications are available on the Township’s website. They include;
 Building / Zoning application is used for general construction projects in addition to projects involving accessory
sheds, fences, walls and similar zoning related items. Plans (2 sets) are required detailing the overall construction
methods used in accordance with the adopted code.
 Mechanical, Electric & Plumbing applications are needed whenever a system is newly installed, altered or
modified. Two sets of plans are required outlining duct sizing, pipe sizing and venting methods and an electrical
wiring diagram.
 A Fire Suppression application is used whenever a new system is installed or an existing system is modified. Plans
(2 sets), calculations and material data specifics are needed for review
 Site plans. A site plan is very important whenever a project involves a new structure because we must analyze the
amount of impervious coverage and setback dimensions in relationship to surrounding property lines. We do not
require a plan prepared by a surveyor but it must be accurate and include dimensions of all existing and proposed
structures and areas of impervious coverage
 Commercial projects need to comply with of these requirements but in addition need to submit a Land
Development application.
 Soil & Erosion applications are taken whenever a project involves soil disturbance or added
impervious coverage. Whenever an area of five-hundred (500) square feet or more is
being proposed, additional storm water management facilities are required. More
specifics in regard to storm water management can be found on our website by
searching “storm water”, Chapter 143.
These requirements may appear somewhat daunting at first glance but are generally
easy to addressed by a reputable contractor or your design professional. Our goal is
provide you with all the necessary information on what is needed with every permit so we
can more efficiently review and approve your permit requests. It is also to assure all projects
are code compliant and safe so it can be enjoyed now and in the future.

MARPLE NEWTOWN
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Overview of the Budgeting Process

B
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udget season in Newtown Township is a
challenging and productive time of the
year. The budget process is a
collaborative effort that brings residents,
the Board of Supervisors and Township Staff
together for one common goal: passing a
budget that everyone can agree with. In
March of 2019, the Board of Supervisors
appointed ten individuals to the Strategic
Planning Advisory Committee. This
committee was then tasked with gathering
information from within the community to
develop a plan which will guide Newtown
Township over the next five years. Once
adopted, the Strategic Plan will then be the
blueprint for the 2021 budget as well as
future budgets. On September 15th and
20th, Newtown Township will be
conducting budget workshops for the third
consecutive year. Township staff will take
this opportunity to thoroughly review the
past and current budgets in detail to help
residents understand where tax dollars,
both past and future, are being spent.

2020 Budget Schedule for 2021 Budget
September 14, 2020........Fixed Operating Expenses Presented to Board of Supervisors
September 15, 2020........Informative Budget Workshop (Afternoon)
September 22, 2020........Informative Budget Workshop (Evening)
September 28, 2020........Directive 1, 2 & 3 Budget Presentation Presented to Board of Supervisors
October 12, 2020..............Directive 4, 5 & Revenue Budget Presentation Presented to Board of Supervisors
October 26, 2020..............Proposed Budget Presentation to Board of Supervisors / Permission to Advertise
November 9, 2020............Present Possible Minor Modification to Budget to Board of Supervisor
November 23, 2020.........Pass 2021 Budget
December 14, 2020..........Pass Fee Schedule and Real Estate Tax Ordinance

The five directives identified from the
results of the Strategic Plan will act as tools
to guide these workshops. The objectives
laid out by the Strategic Plan are: easing
traffic congestion, support environmental
initiatives, encourage smart growth, make
Newtown Township government more
accessible & strengthen community
culture. Working with staff and other
residents, participants in the workshop will
be asked to complete a variety of activities
such as identifying and ranking various
budget items that could be included in the

2021 budget to help achieve these
directives. These items will then be
analyzed to see what impact they would
have on the 2021 budget.
Newtown Township Staff encourages
everyone to attend the budget meetings as
well as the Board of Supervisors meetings
as we start to form the 2021 budget. We
strongly encourage feedback from our
residents in order to make the budget a
collaborative process. Hopefully we will
have the pleasure of meeting you at one of
the meetings.

News | POLICE

TIPS TO AVOID SCAMS

B

e skeptical of anyone who contacts you that you don’t know. Beware of any sense of urgency. Scammers will try to convince
you that something needs immediate attention, and you have to handle it right away. For example, they want you to think,
you’ve done something terribly wrong, and the IRS or the police are going to come and get you if you don’t do something
immediately. These scams might look like a call that a relative is in trouble or an email seemingly from the IRS saying you made a
mistake in your taxes or asking for information. Whatever form it comes in, the trick is the same.
DON’T EVER REACT QUICKLY WITHOUT HAVING A CHANCE TO FIRST VERIFY WHO YOU ARE TALKING TO.
To prevent getting swindled, the best idea is to take your time. Don’t ever let someone you don’t know and trust have access to
your computer. Really investigate anything that asks for you to provide information that you normally would hold close: account
numbers, social security numbers, and your bank account. Don’t ever react quickly without having a chance to first verify who you
are talking to, and then make a decision as to what they’re asking your for is legitimate. Also, pay attention to email addresses and
phone-number area codes, then search the internet to see if there are
previous complaints about that account or phone number.
Scams that play on your self-interest might look like an email about a
refund you are due for an unknown item. Or, it could be a call proclaiming
you won the lottery, but in order to collect the winnings, you have to pay a
transaction fee. It could also present as someone telling you that you have
to pay a fee or fine by buying gift cards and sending the access codes to
the gift cards to the caller.
TO AVOID FALLING VICTIM, ALWAYS DO YOUR HOMEWORK. TAKE
YOUR TIME, SEARCH THE DETAILS, AND VERIFY THE INFORMATION
FOR YOURSELF.
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Newtown Public Library Is Here for You!
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Residential Single-Stream Recycling Collections occur from each
home twice every month:
Zone #1 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and
Zone #2 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays.
There is no collection when there is a 5th Thursday in a month.
Be sure to have your recycling out and ready to be collected before 7:00 AM.
Recycling days that fall on holidays will be collected the following day.
Please visit the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for additional recycling information, schedules,
maps and Household Hazardous Waste Collection, Electronic Recycling and Yard Waste Collection events.
www.newtowntownship.org

N E W TO WN TO WN SHI P NE WS
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Businesses and Schools Do Their Part to Recycle Too!
All commercial and institutional properties are required by state and local law to at a minimum separate
from the waste stream high-grade office paper, aluminum and corrugated paper and recycle it. Leaf waste
and electronic waste too must be separated and recycled without being placed into the trash. They must
report to the Township their annual recycling results. Many businesses and schools recycle more materials
than the minimum and are to be commended.

Recycle
Unwanted
Clothing &
Electronics
Right from
Your Door
Did You Know That Street Sweeping Is About
Keeping Our Steams Clean?
Street sweeping is performed by Public Works throughout the Spring and
Summer. It may make the streets look cleaner, but it’s real benefit is about
preventing contaminants from getting into our streams. Know that we do this
job with care of our water ways in mind.
Do all that YOU can to keep our streams clean too. Every home, business
and school can do their part. Check out the Township website at
newtowntownship.org and look under “Our Environment” and then
“Stormwater” to see all the things you can do.

16
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The street sweeper has been busy, cleaning our streets and
keeping pollutants from entering our streams

Newtown Township

News | PUBLIC WORKS
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Keep Yard Waste Away from Streams
Dumping grass clippings, leaves and other debris
into streams and floodplains is a serious threat to our
local streams. It also violates state and local
floodplain and water quality ordinances.
Yard waste piled along stream edges suffocates
and kills the trees and shrubs that are critical for
avoiding stream bank erosion. Storms can also easily
wash yard clippings left in the floodplain into the
stream. Yard waste carries a harmful excess of
nutrients to the stream, which in turn robs the stream
of oxygen needed by fish and aquatic insects. Grass
clippings carelessly blown into the street while
cutting your lawn is not only unsightly to your
neighbors – it can and does wash into storm drains,
causing damage to water quality, flooding, impeding
stream flow, and creating areas of stagnant water
that may create mosquito problems.
A few tips for handling yard waste:
• Follow Newtown Township’s schedules for drop off or collection of
leaves and yard waste.
• Compost leaves or yard waste whenever possible. Find out more about
composting and yard disposal from the Delaware County Solid Waste
Authority at www.co.delaware.pa.us/SWA
• Use proper grass mowing techniques, and fertilize your lawn the easy
way by letting the grass clippings REMAIN there instead of collecting
them! Never blow them into the street or a stream.
• Allow leaves and woody debris from the ground in natural areas of your
property to remain. Leaves, twigs, and branches provide a great source
of food and nutrients for microorganisms that are critical to
maintaining healthy soils and plants.
For more resources on this and other stormwater topics, please visit
Newtown Township’s “Stormwater/MS4” page at www.newtowntownship.
org . Also read Chapter 143 – Stormwater Management, (Ordinance 2013-04) in the Newtown Township General Code.
A message from Newtown Township, the Chester Ridley Crum Watersheds Association and the CRC MS4 Education and Outreach Partnership

2020 Leaf Collection Information in Light of COVID-19

E

ach year, Newtown Township conducts a leaf
collection. Residents should think about whether
they intend to compost their own leaves (or at least a
portion of them), mulch some of their leaves into their
lawns, or prepare their leaves for the Township to collect.
This year will be very different in how leaves are able to
be collected due to COVID-19. Plans for the safe collection
of leaves are still being finalized at the time of this writing.
In mid-September, a direct mailing with detailed
leaf preparation instructions will be sent to each
property that we collect leaves from. We will also post
this information on the Township website, as we do each
year. Please follow those instructions and schedule
carefully so that we can collect your leaves in a safe and
timely manner.

MARPLE NEWTOWN
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MARPLE NEWTOWN RECREATION
Providing Recreational, Cultural and Educational Programs & Activities to the Marple Newtown Community since 1970.

COMMUNITY CENTER

MA RPLE NE W TOWN RE CR EAT IO N NE WS

arple Newtown

Where to Find Us
The Marple Newtown Recreation
office is located inside the Robert C.
Gauntlett Community Center adjacent to
the gymnasium. Please access the office
from the West Chester Pike side of the
building via the side drive entrance (if
facing building, side drive is to the right).
Parking is available in the West Chester
Pike lot. Office hours are Monday
through Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm.
NEW WEBSITE
mnrecreation.org
Marple Newtown Recreation has
recently launched a new website powered
by our friends from MyRec.com. We
think you will find it informative and
user friendly. It uses the Govt Portal
gateway for on-line registration so you
will need to create a new account to
register for your favorite programs and
activities. Simply visit mnrecreation.org
and click on the Create New Account
link to open your account and gain
easier access to program registration. Be
sure to then add all the members of your
household into the account. Please do
not forget to enter your cell number with
the carrier so we can text you with any
last-minute program changes or updates.
Your new household account will
provide you with registration history,
financial history, and much more. We
look forward to enjoying this enhanced
registration experience with you.

ADULT PROGRAMS

Walk 15 in the Park
Walk 15 class takes the best features from
low impact group exercise and keeps it easy to
follow! The program is designed with “walking
based” moves so that all fitness levels and all
18
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ages can do it – At Your Own Pace! This is a fun
workout with walking moves set to the beat of
current and oldies music. Ages 18 and above are
welcome. All you need is a good pair of walking
shoes / sneakers, water and a towel. Grab a
friend and join us! Class will be held at Drexel
Lodge Park in Newtown Square. The program
coordinator is Barb Campbell, a Master Walk 15
instructor. Please call 610.353.2326 for additional
information and visit mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: Oct. 7 – Nov. 11
Day: Wednesday
Time: 10:00am – 10:45am
Site: Drexel Lodge Park
Price: $50

Yoga
With “Ha” meaning Sun and “Tha” meaning
Moon, Hatha yoga is a style of yoga that is
physical and at the same time deeply meditative.
Through a variety of yoga postures, attention to
proper alignment is learned. Gentle movement in
union with breathing strengthens the body and
increases flexibility, while freeing the mind from
daily stress. A sense of harmony and balance is
discovered. Other benefits include increased
energy flow as nerve channels are cleared,
improved concentration, blood circulation and
digestion! Students should wear comfortable
clothing and bring a yoga mat to class. This sixweek yoga program will be taught by Yvette
Pecoraro, a certified TriYoga instructor and
RYT with Yoga Alliance. The class will meet in
the Robert C. Gauntlett Community Center
Gym. Please call 610.353.2326 for additional
information and visit mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: Oct. 5 – Nov. 9
Day: Monday
Time: 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Site: Comm. Center Gym
Price: $55

Tai Chi – 24 Form
Tai Chi is one old form of Chinese exercise
beneficial to health, and it is also a subtle,
sophisticated, and scientific method of selfdefense. It is basically made out of several forms
or sets originally derived from martial arts, and
it takes the forms of the natural movements of
animals and birds. However, unlike martial arts,
Tai Chi is performed deliberately slow, softly,
and gracefully with smooth and even transitions
between movements. Those who practice
regularly will develop a healthy body and a calm,
tranquil mind. It also provides a practical avenue
for learning about balance, alignment, finescale motor control, and rhythm of movement.
Therefore, the practice will enable you to better
stand, walk, run and correct poor posture. This
program is suitable for people of all ages and
requires no special equipment. Class will meet
in the Community Center Gym. Lucia Coren will
provide the authentic Chinese instruction. Please
call 610.353.2326 for additional information and
visit mnrecreation.org to register.
Dates: Sept. 23 – Oct. 28
Day: Wednesday
Time: 6:15pm – 7:15pm
Site: Comm. Center Gym
Price: $40

Pilates
This dynamic program offers a system of
mind and body exercises focusing mainly on
the abdomen, oblique muscles, and lower back.
Pilates dramatically transforms the way your
body looks, feels and performs. It builds strength
without excess bulk, creating a sleek, toned body.
Other program benefits include increased lung
capacity and circulation, as well as improved
coordination, posture and balance. Because
Pilates teaches balance and control of the body,
many participants experience positive body
awareness for the first time. Ages 18 and above

The Zumba® program fuses Latin and
international rhythms with easy-to-follow moves
to create a one-of-a-kind fitness program that
feels more like a disco party than a workout.
Very little motivation is required because when
you hear the music, you cannot help but move!
Our goal is simple: we want you to love working
out! You can achieve long-term benefits while
experiencing an absolute blast in one exciting
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, aweinspiring movements meant to engage and
captivate for life. The routines feature interval
training sessions where fast and slow rhythms
are combined to tone and sculpt the total body
while burning fat, especially targeting the midsection. Zumba® Fitness is so fun that it is now
offered in over 100 countries worldwide. Certified
Zumba® instructor Pam Nelson will coordinate
the program. Please call 610.353.2326 for
additional information and visit mnrecreation.org
to register.
Dates: Sept. 24 – Oct. 29
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:15pm – 7:15pm
Site: Comm. Center Gym
Price: $55

Adult Female Golf Clinic
This program includes four one-hour clinics
and is open to beginner and intermediate female
players. Participants will be taught the basic
fundamentals of the game (posture, grip and
aim) and how to swing the club. In addition, all
players will work on their short game including
both chipping and putting. Clinics one through
three will be held on the practice range or
putting green at Paxon Hollow C.C., and the
fourth clinic will be done on the golf course.
While on the course, golf etiquette and speed of
play will be discussed. The program coordinator
is Daniel Malley, PGA Professional. Participants
must supply their own clubs. Please call
610.353.2326 for additional information and visit
mnrecreation.org to register.
Dates: Sept. 22, 24, 29 & Oct. 1
Days: Tue. & Thur.
Time: 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Site: Paxon Hollow C.C.
Price: $104

Hypnosis
Marple Newtown Recreation has partnered
with Mr. Barry Wolfson to offer the following
Hypnosis programs. Mr. Wolfson, Director of
the Hypnosis Counseling Center of New Jersey
(www.hypnosisnj.com) for the past 29 years,
has formal training in both counseling and
hypnotherapy. Please bring a small pillow to
class. The first 30 minutes of the session will be
dedicated to the history and background of

hypnosis and addiction. The remaining time will
include the actual hypnosis. Reinforcement CD
is strongly recommended and is available for
purchase for $18. Please call 610.353.2326 or
visit mnrecreation.org for additional details and/
or registration information. Ages 18 and older
welcome. All classes are currently scheduled
to be conducted at the Gauntlett Community
Center but could be shifted to a virtual format if
Covid-19 restrictions warrant.
Stop Smoking
Date: Oct. 7
Day: Wednesday
Time: 6:30pm – 7:15pm
Price: $55
Weight Loss
Date: Oct. 7
Day: Wednesday
Time: 7:30pm – 8:15pm
Price: $55
Better Sleep
Date: Oct. 7
Day: Wednesday
Time: 8:30pm – 9:15pm
Price: $55

Retirement Readiness Seminar
What’s the Sign of a Good Decision?
Enjoy Your Retirement, Don’t Worry about it!
Planning for a successful retirement starts with
an assessment of where you are now, and a vision
of where you want to be. Success rarely happens
overnight, but every informed decision you make
brings you closer to living retirement your way.
Will you have enough predictable income? How
will you handle life’s surprises and manage rising
health care costs? These questions and more
will be discussed during the presentation which
will be held virtually. It will be conducted by a
Continued on next page >

Zumba Toning
Saturday morning Zumba® Toning combines
your favorite zumba rhythms with a component
of toning exercises for the legs, buttocks, arms,
abdominals and core section. When it comes to
body sculpting, Zumba Toning raises the bar (or
rather, the toning stick). It combines targeted
body-sculpting exercises and high-energy cardio
work with Latin infused zumba moves to create a
calorie-torching, strength-training dance fitness
party. Students learn how to use lightweight,
maraca-like toning sticks to enhance rhythm and
tone all their target zones, including arms, abs
and thighs. Zumba Toning is a perfect way for
enthusiasts to sculpt their bodies naturally while
having a blast. Please bring a set of weights (3-5
lbs.) for the arm work and an exercise mat for the
core and stretching. A great way to start your
weekend! Class will be held at the Community
Center Gym and will be conducted by Pam

MARPLE NEWTOWN
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Zumba Fitness

Nelson. Please call 610.353.2326 for additional
information and visit mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: Sept. 26 – Oct. 31
Day: Saturday
Time: 8:30am – 9:45am
Site: Comm. Center Gym
Price: $60

Marple Newtown

are welcome. Class will meet in the Community
Center Gym. Please bring a rubber exercise
mat and light hand weights (2-5 lbs.) to class.
Certified Pilates instructor Donna Giordano will
conduct the program. Please call 610.353.2326
for additional information and visit mnrecreation.
org to register.
Dates: Sept. 22 – Oct. 27
Day: Tuesday
Time: 6:15pm – 7:15pm
Site: Comm. Center Gym
Price: $55

registered financial advisor from the U Financial
Group of Exton. For further information contact
the recreation office at 610.353.2326 and visit
mnrecreation.org to register. Once registered,
you will receive login information to connect
virtually to the program (must have internet
and device must have camera and microphone
capability).
Date: Oct. 14
Day: Wednesday
Time: 6:30pm – 8:30pm
Site: Virtual
Price: $10

stretching. Class can be modified for moms of
all fitness levels. Please bring a sturdy stroller,
plenty of water and a mat or towel. Take time for
yourself to workout with your baby or toddler
in tow! The program meets at Veterans Park in
Broomall. For more information or to register
please visit http://media.fit4mom.com or email
Erin Taylor at erintaylor@fit4mom.com.
Dates: Sept. 9 – Ongoing
Days: Mon., Wed. & Fri.
Time: 9:30am – 10:30am
Site: Veterans Park, Broomall
Prices: $75 per month
$150 ten class-pass
$20 single class

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Driver Education

Stroller Strides
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Fitness for Mom…Fun for Baby!
Welcome to Stroller Strides! Fitness for You…
Fun for Baby! Stroller Strides is a total fitness
program that moms can do with their babies. It
includes power walking and intervals of strength
and body toning exercises using exercise tubing,
the stroller and the environment. Taught by a
certified and specially trained fitness instructor,
it is a great workout for any level of participant.
Your Stroller Strides instructor will weave songs
and activities into the routine designed to
entertain and engage baby, while moms are
led through a series of exercises specific to her
role as mom. Each 60-minute class includes
cardio, strength training, abdominal work and

20
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PA-certified Driver Education Theory and
Skills Course (classroom only) for new drivers
will be conducted by the Defensive Driving
Academy, Inc. of Broomall beginning October
3. This 24-hour course will meet virtually on
Saturday mornings (8 weeks) from 9:00am to
12:00pm each week. Minimum age to attend is
15. This course is recommended for high school
students preparing for either their permit test
and/or their driver’s license test. Driver’s permit
is not required to attend this course. Most
insurance companies will provide a discount for
course completion. Please call 610.353.2326 for
additional information and visit mnrecreation.org
to register. Once registered, you will receive login
information to connect virtually to the program
(must have internet and device must have
camera and microphone capability).
Dates: Oct. 3 – Nov. 21
Day: Saturday
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm
Site: Virtual
Price: $100

Junior Golf Clinic
This program teaches children ages 7 through
16 the basic fundamentals and etiquette of
golf. Children will learn proper stance and
swing techniques, how to grip a club, address
the ball and have FUN. Other aspects of the
game to be covered include chipping and
putting. Furthermore, participants will learn the
basic rules of golf as well as the importance of
sportsmanship. No prior experience is necessary.
Participants must provide their own clubs.
Groups meet for five one- hour clinics. The
first four clinics meet on consecutive Saturday
mornings, while the fifth clinic is done on a
weekday evening on the golf course (date TBA
by instructor). Instruction will take place at
Paxon Hollow Country Club’s practice facilities
in Broomall. The program coordinator is Daniel
Malley, PGA Professional. Please call 610.353.2326
for additional information and visit mnrecreation.
org to register.
Dates: Oct. 3, 10, 17 & 24
Day: Saturday
Session 1: 9:15am – 10:15am (ages 7–11)
Session 2 10:30am – 11:30am (ages 12–16)
Site: Paxon Hollow C.C.
Price: $115

Chess Wizards
Come join Chess Wizards and enter in to
the magical and exciting world of chess! You
will participate in epic chess games, fun and
interactive lessons, tournaments, team matches,
trivia and more! Our specialized classes are a
blast for everyone in kindergarten through sixth
grades. Whether you have been playing chess for
your entire life and want to improve, are brand
new to the game, or you just want to have a fun
experience with your friends - Chess Wizards
online is the place for you! Four skill levels will be
offered: Kindergarten, Beginner (Nifty Knights),
Intermediate (Brilliant Bishops) and Strong
Intermediate (Rad Rooks). For further information
(flyer describing class structure & placement
test to determine skill level) or to register, please
visit mnrecreation.org. Once registered, you will
receive login information to connect virtually
to the program (must have internet and device
must have camera and microphone capability).
The program is presented through the Zoom
platform. Participants will also receive a chesskid.
com account so they can play against each
other, take part in tournaments, and do chess
puzzles.
Dates: Oct. 19 – Nov. 19
Days: Mon. & Thur.
Time: 4:30pm – 5:20pm
Site: Virtual
Price: $125

MARPLE NEWTOWN
School News

PUBLIC STATEMENT OF SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT MATTHEW BILKER
REGARDING COUNTYWIDE REASSESSMENT, DATED 08.25.2020
As many of our taxpayers already know, the countywide
reassessment has set proposed new assessment values for all of our
District’s properties beginning with the 2021 tax year.
To protect all of our taxpayers, and based on the advice of our
Solicitor, our Board has passed two important motions in response
to the countywide reassessment.
The first motion authorized and directed our Solicitor to file
appeals from significantly undervalued 2021 assessments. Our
Solicitor and our real estate appraiser will determine which
assessments to appeal without consideration of the property type
and in accordance with our District’s three standard methodologies
that have been approved by our District’s Business Administrator.
These three standard methodologies involve:
1. comparing the proposed new assessment’s implied fair market
value to the current assessment’s implied fair market value;
2. comparing the proposed new assessment’s implied fair market
value to any recent sale of the subject property; and
3. determining obvious clerical errors.
To ensure that the appeals would be financially viable in light of
anticipated legal fees, costs and expenses, and appraisal fees, a
financial factor of $10,000 or more in projected tax dollar loss to our
District would have to be applied to the first two methodologies.
Further, the first two methodologies would culminate in a
preliminary valuation review conducted by our District’s appraiser.
The second motion authorizes and directs the Solicitor to initiate
and prosecute appropriate legal actions to attempt to remedy the
unfair and inequitable shift of the real estate tax burden to the
District’s residential property owners that resulted from the
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countywide reassessment. This action results from our Business
Administrator’s, District’s appraiser’s, and Solicitor’s analysis of the
proposed new assessment values for all of our District’s properties.
This analysis has revealed an unfair and inequitable shift of the total
real estate tax burden to our District’s residential property owners
resulting from the countywide reassessment.
Specifically, our District’s residential property owners currently
shoulder 78.99% of the total real estate tax burden. But under the
countywide reassessment’s proposed new assessment values, our
District’s residential property owners’ burden would increase to
80.91% of the total real estate tax burden, which is a 1.92 percentage
point increase and 2.43% (per cent) increase in and of our District’s
residential property owners’ burden.
Without remedial action, that would mean that even if our Board
somehow managed to be able to not raise taxes for the 2021-2022
school year, under the countywide reassessment’s proposed new
assessment values, our District’s residential property owners’ tax bills
for 2021 would nevertheless contain an automatic average 2.43%
(per cent) increase in real estate taxes for 2021. Because the law
requires a countywide reassessment to be revenue neutral for our
District, our Board would be powerless to stop that automatic
average 2.43% (per cent) increase, without remedial action.
As Board President, I join in our Solicitor’s recommendations. As a
Board, we owe a fiduciary duty to all of our taxpayers. When we see
unfairness and inequity in the real estate tax system resulting from
systemic errors in the countywide reassessment, we must stand up,
speak up, and take appropriate action to attempt to remedy that
unfairness and inequity.

27 Promoting the Social-Emotional Development,
Safety and Well-Being of Our Students
28 Project-Based Learning (PBL) in the Virtual
Classroom
29 Innovative STEM Courses Added to Marple
Newtown High School Offerings
30 Loomis Has Transformed!
		

Culbertson Construction Update

31 Marple Newtown School District Directory

MARPLE NEWTOWN



FALL 2020

21

A Message from the Superintendent
Dear Marple Newtown Community Members,
The 2020-2021 school year has begun, and the Marple Newtown teachers have
demonstrated their commitment to teaching and learning in a virtual environment.
During the summer months, the Marple Newtown educational community invested their
time in professional growth through participation in a variety of virtual learning
opportunities. Many professional development sessions focused on delivering
curriculum and instruction via Schoology, our new learning management system. Many
teachers also earned certifications in supplemental instructional technology resources,
such as Nearpod, Edpuzzle, and Seesaw. In addition, a menu of synchronous (“live”)
professional learning options were scheduled for the opening week of school for
teachers, and collaborative sessions will be facilitated by the Teaching and Learning team
throughout the school year. We thank our teachers for their efforts to enhance teaching
and learning for all students.
This School District section provides our community with construction updates from
Culbertson and Loomis Elementary Schools. With the final phase underway, the
construction projects have provided new educational spaces for our students to learn and
grow for many years to come.
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Beginning our school year virtually required us to refocus traditional practices such as
student orientations, teaching and learning, and student participation and engagement.
This fall issue shares how milestone transitions to schools for our new Kindergarten, 6th
Grade, and 9th Grade student orientations were provided in a virtual environment. It also
provides strategies for virtual learning, an understanding of Project Based Learning,
Project Lead the Way courses at MNHS, and an approach to promoting the socialemotional development of our students.
I am also excited to share our new District logo, which incorporates the historic Octagonal
School, our tiger mascot, and our MN community. The year 1914 is the first established
high school class.
Our ultimate goal is to have all of our students return to school in the safest way possible.
This year will be a process of shifting from fully virtual to in-person instruction in schools.
We understand this plan for beginning school may not be what we had all hoped for, but
for now a virtual start allows us to maintain safety as our top priority.
I sincerely hope our Marple Newtown community remains healthy and well.
Sincerely,
Dr. Tina Kane
Superintendent of Schools
Marple Newtown School District
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By Dennis Reardon, Russell Elementary School Principal

T

he Marple Newtown School District is excited to welcome the newest Tigers to our schools! For, Russell Kindergarten
Teacher, Tracy Paine, starting the year virtually brings its challenges. But, having an opportunity to teach virtually in
the spring prepared her for this possibility.
“We know that distant learning will look different but what the teachers are doing will still be the same. TEACHING!!”
Mrs. Paine added, “This is a child’s first school experience and we want it to be a great one. That starts with getting to
know each child and developing that love for learning”.
In the spring, our teachers discovered many activities that kindergarteners can do online to replicate in-person

learning. Our kindergarteners are going to be involved in morning meetings, alphabet activities, calendar time, numbers,
writing lessons, Story Time and much more!
Mrs. Paine’s favorite is Story Time. This is her a way of creating a love for reading and learning; “Developing children as
readers and opening their minds is still the greatest thrill!”
As with each school year, the transition involves getting to learn the routines and expectations. That will be similar; just
look a little differently in the virtual world. These routines will involve getting acclimated to the computer, the Zoom
meetings and most importantly; getting to know their teacher and classmates.
The goal of The Marple Newtown School District is to develop the whole child. We want each kindergartener to grown
socially, emotionally and academically and will continue to support them virtually until we return to in-person learning.
We want the children to learn how to think critically, be a problem solver and to challenge themselves to “Grow their
Brain” each day.
We are ready to make this a fun and engaging learning experience for our newest Tigers and look forward to meeting
our kindergarten students and making this an exciting year of learning!
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Making Every Day Count at
Marple Newtown High School
By Marple Newtown High School Administration
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A

t Marple Newtown High School (MNHS), we live by our mission of “Making Every
Day Count.” Each year we welcome hundreds of new students into our school
community. It is our job to help them through this very important transition. Our
largest group of new students comes from the eighth grade at Paxon Hollow Middle
School. However, we also admit students from local private, parochial, and charter
schools, as well as those who join us from other districts when their families make the
life-changing decision to move into our district’s boundaries. New students come at all
times of year and into all four grade levels. We know that feeling comfortable,
connected, and safe is important to our students and that it sets them up for success. To
this end, we offer a robust new student transition program to assist in our goal of having
students make every day count!
In the summer, just before the school year begins, MNHS holds their annual New Student
Orientation. This is an opportunity for new students to hear from the administration and Tiger Guides (students) about the beginning of
the year preparation. They are presented with information regarding their schedules and course offerings along with clubs, sports and
other school activities. The goal and purpose of the new student orientation is to show our incoming students all of the opportunities
and resources available to them over the next four years or during the time they are enrolled at MNHS. We ask our students to make
every day count and make the most of their time at MNHS. We know that it may be overwhelming for the students to arrive in a new
environment that is large in physical space and numbers of students but we want them to know they are not alone in this new
environment.
Although we could not hold our New Student Orientation in person this year, we were able to provide a virtual orientation on Tuesday
August 25 during the day for students, and an evening session for parents. While our method for delivering information to new students
will be different this year than most, the message will be the same. We have three guiding principles that coincide with our mission at
MNHS. They are: Be Responsible, Apply Yourself and Get Involved. There are plenty of opportunities to challenge yourself and grow
at MNHS. The faculty and staff along with the administration are dedicated and invested in our students’ success. We are a resource for
our students to help them achieve their goals.
In preparation for returning to in-person instruction, we plan to create a space and time for new students to enter the building
before their peers to be able to explore and become acclimated to the new setting. It is our sincerest hope that some time in the
building with their schedule and our Tiger Guides will offer them some comfort in building familiarity with the high school and our
staff. We look forward to serving your children and families over the next few years. Don’t forget to make every day count; what will
you do today to level up?

Worrall Faculty Provides Virtual Learning Tips
By Stephanie Sturdivant, Worrall Elementary School Principal

A

s Marple Newtown School District starts our new year virtually, it is important to create a sense of routine and structure to fully
maximize learning. As part of their Character Education Planning Meetings, the Worrall staff discussed some great tips to help your
children engage.
Taking care of yourself is just as important virtually as it is in person. Urge your child to get dressed each day, picking out his/her outfit
the night before and making sure clothing is comfortable and appropriate for school. Be sure to have your students eat a meal before
joining a live Zoom session, which will help them wait until a break for a snack. It’s also a good idea to have a bottle of water handy to
stay hydrated.
Finding a quiet space is essential, with a good chair, a solid writing space, and earbuds ready if needed. Don’t forget to look around you
before you go on camera to make sure your background is how you want it to be.
Just like when we are all together in the building, it is important to be prepared and stay focused. Before your child joins a session,
gather any needed supplies. This may include sharpened pencils, paper, a calculator, or any specific needs your teacher communicates.
Students should be encouraged to keep their eyes on the lesson being presented, free from any potential distractions from additional
electronics, younger siblings, or pets.
If possible, help your students to be a few minutes early for scheduled live sessions, since this lets the teacher know who is present
right away without interruptions. Please also remind your students to raise their hands and wait for their turn to speak. Most importantly,
have fun—having a positive, upbeat attitude is the best way to prepare and engage.

24

MARPLE NEWTOWN

MARP L E N E W TOW N SC HOOL N E W S

Marple Newtown

Strategies For
Successful

Virtual Learning

Please consider the following strategies to support your children's successful
return to school. It is important to create a conducive learning environment for
your child to learn in a virtual setting.
Establish goals

Consider work space

Review your child's schedule
and have supplies for classes
readily available prior to
starting classes for the day.
Setting up routines for your
child will guide them to
success.

Create a productive learning
environment for your child to
focus on instruction and
activities. A desk or kitchen
table allows your child to use
space to spread out materials
and be comfortable.

Support the learning

Prepare for break times

Parents are an integral part of
our student's success. Provide
encouragement, ask
questions, and guide their
learning.

During the synchronous school
day there are planned times for
short breaks and lunch.
Students will need time to
stretch and take a break from
working.

Limit distractions

Use school resources

Cell phones and electronic
gaming devices should be
powered off and put away
during learning. Unknowingly,
siblings can also create noise
or distractions. Students will
need a quiet space.

Check the District website for
recent communications and
information routinely. Feel free
to contact your child's
teachers or building and
district administration with
questions via email.
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Transitioning to the Middle School – A Strong
Beginning Leads to a Good Ending!
By Thomas Gretchen, Paxon Hollow Middle School Principal
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T

he Marple Newtown School District realizes that the
transition into middle school is the first and most
significant step to ensuring a successful middle school
experience, even during the midst of a pandemic. We
understand that so much is different at the middle school
level. For example, the size of the school, the number of
students, the accessibility of teachers, how lessons are
implemented, student expectations, and interactions with
families. When students enter Paxon Hollow, they will go from
one or two teachers at the elementary school, to learning the
expectations of multiple teachers for the first time. Let’s face
the fact that adolescence is a pretty tough chapter in life –
one that deserves time and attention. A well-planned
transitioned program helps parents and students have a
greater piece of mind by taking the stress out of starting a
new school by providing a foundation for successful middle
school experience even during COVID-19.
Research from the National Education Association (NEA)
explains that students form most of their impressions about
middle school based off of what elementary school teachers,
older siblings, and friends say about the school (Loriane, 2019).
In order to mitigate student concerns about the middle school,
teachers, students, guidance counselors, and the
administration at Paxon Hollow Middle School begin the
transition plan beginning in February. The guidance counselor
and principals visit all MNSD elementary schools to meet with
each incoming 6th grade class to introduce themselves,
answer questions, and take students on a student-made virtual
tour of the middle school. The purpose of these visits is to ease
the anxiety students may feel about going to a brand new
school after spending six years in their elementary school.
Years prior to the pandemic, incoming 6th grade students
and their parents had the opportunity to physically attend
New Student Orientation at Paxon Hollow Middle School.
During orientation, students meet some of their new
teachers, take a tour of the building, learn the academic
expectations for their classes, and meet students from one of
the other three district elementary schools. Due to COVID 19,
the faculty and staff cannot physically meet with students
before the first day of school, however, they are doing all they
can to make the transition to middle school as seamless as
possible. For example, students have the opportunity to
attend a virtual tour of Paxon Hollow Middle School anytime
that they want on YouTube. In addition, the 6th grade team of
teachers, guidance counselors, and principals organized a
virtual orientation to deliver information to the incoming
6th grade class to make them aware of what to expect in
both the virtual and in-person instructional format prior to
the first day of school. While the virtual format is a substitute
for an in-person meeting, students get what they need in
order to be successful at the middle school. In addition, the
NEA offers the following advice to students and their families
as they transition to Paxon Hollow.

For Paxon Hollow Students:
• Use your agenda. Get in the habit of writing down
assignments from all of your teachers each day.
• Learn to be your own advocate. Email teachers with questions
about assignments.
• When we physically return to school, keep your hands and
feet to yourself.
• Middle school is the time to learn about yourself. Take this
time to try out everything from playing an instrument, a
sport, or learning a new style of writing. Begin to figure out
who you want to be.
• Get to know your guidance counselor. He/she will setup a
meeting to get to know you at the start of the year. We are
here to support you.
The keys to success at Paxon Hollow are simple to learn – always
do your best and be nice!
For Parents:
• Do your best to resist bringing items to school for your
student unless it is absolutely necessary. Help us teach
students responsibility.
• Check your student’s agenda each day. Be the other bookend
of the accountability equation.
• Keep technology in a “high traffic” area at home. Bring
electronic devices out of the bedroom. Have students work,
and charge devices in a shared space. While you are at it, it is a
good idea to make sure you know your student’s usernames
and passwords.
• Avoid posting negative comments on social media. Please
reach out to the school as soon as you have a question or a
concern. Paxon Hollow is always looking for ways to improve
how we serve students and their families. The only questions
and concerns that we do not like are the ones you do not
make us aware of.
What to Expect from Paxon Hollow Teachers:
• We will actively teach skills for learning. We do not assume
that students come to us knowing how to manage their time.
• We will be transparent with assignments and deadlines. This
will make it easier on families as students learn
independence.
• We are always here to help. You can reach out to a member of
our guidance office or administration at any time. We can
provide advice on topics from cyber safety (for students and
parents) to strategies on dealing with a tween’s eye-rolling
and other acts of resistance (for parents).
At Paxon Hollow, we recognize that middle school students are
not simply smaller versions of high school students. After all, the
middle school can be a harsh reality for some students. Some
students may appear prepared to make the leap to Marple
Newtown High School; others may be looking back missing recess.
No matter the case, the transition program at Paxon Hollow
Middle School will ease the stress of starting a new school,
providing the groundwork for a successful beginning of the
middle school adventure, even during the pandemic.

References: Loriane, P. (2019). Transition to middle school. National Education Association. Retrieved from: www.NEA.org/tools/
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T

he Marple Newtown School District is excited to announce
the use of two Social-Emotional Learning Programs! In this
ever-changing world, we are looking to support our
students more than ever with their social-emotional learning.
Throughout last school year, the district began examining
research-based programs that would provide a truly effective
curriculum that would help children improve their socialemotional skills and be successful in school and in life. Based
on our research, we have selected the Second Step Program at
the elementary and middle school level, and Significant 72 at
the high school.
The Second Step Program delivered by the teachers and
counselors at the elementary level will provide age-appropriate
lessons with catchy songs, fun games, and other engaging
activities that develop social-emotional skills. Children learn
how to make friends, manage their emotions, solve problems,
and deal with peer pressure. Throughout each grade, there are
lessons which focus on skills for learning, empathy, emotion
management and problem solving. Each grade builds on one
another as the students advance through the grades. Included
with the program is a principal’s toolkit so skills can be
reinforced in and out of the classroom, encouraging positive
behavior with consistent, common language, and
strengthening efforts to create a safe, supportive environment.
The Second Step Program at the middle school is a digital social-emotional learning program that focuses on building a culture of
connectedness and empowers middle school students with the skills and concepts to succeed socially, in academics, and in life. The
program focuses on teaching students how to deal with strong emotions, setting and meeting goals, making good decisions, and forging
positive relationships. In addition, the program provides supports for bullying and harassment, “practical” scenarios for students,
differentiation between grade levels, and provides interactive activities to keep students engaged and learning.
At the high school, we will utilize Significant 72 developed by Greg Wolcott, an Assistant Superintendent in the Chicago area.
Significant 72 begins each year when staff set aside the first three days of school (72 hours) to begin developing strong teacher-student
and student-to-student relationships. Significant 72 is an initiative designed to promote caring, authentic interpersonal relationships in
the classroom, strengthening the connection between teachers and students and students with their peers. “Connections before
curriculum” acting as a guiding mantra. In order to teach students well, we first have to know them well. With this in mind, teachers work
to discover who their students are as individuals and create a classroom environment where all students have the social-emotional
support necessary to be themselves, take chances, and ultimately find success.
All instructional time during this critical period is spent accomplishing the following:
1. Teachers begin learning about each child in order to develop meaningful instructional opportunities and provide students an
optimally challenging learning experience.
2. Students begin learning about their teacher.
3. Students begin recognizing similarities with one another and start getting to know each other on a personal level in order to
develop the psychological safety needed for them to thrive in the classroom.
The students and teachers begin to learn each student and teacher’s S.T.O.R.Y.
• Strengths
• Tendencies
• Opportunities
• Resources
• Yearnings
To continue this message, the teachers build in relationship building activities throughout the year to help develop empathy and ignite
compassion amongst students, foster a sense of belonging within their group, create an atmosphere in which students feel it is alright to
take chances and make mistakes in front of peers. etc.
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Promoting the Social-Emotional Development,
Safety and Well-Being of our Students

Project Based Learning (PBL) in the Virtual Classroom
By Christy Brennan, Paxon Hollow Middle School Librarian

T
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hink about a time where you had a powerful learning experience. There’s a good chance it involved a project, and not a test or a
worksheet. By becoming involved in a project, we learn how to research, brainstorm, engage in productive struggle, work with
others, and revise our work based on feedback. Project Based Learning (PBL) can be transformative for students by blending
meaningful work, personal connections and content mastery to create these powerful learning experiences.
What is PBL?
Project based learning is a term often used in education, though its definitions and applications vary. The Buck Institute for EducationPBL Works defines PBL as “a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and skills by working for an extended period of time to
investigate and respond to an authentic, engaging, and complex question, problem, or challenge.” It has the potential to deepen student
learning, provide real-world relevance, offer exposure to different careers, and foster creativity and innovation. PBL is also a great way to
develop higher-order thinking skills and teamwork among our students. Answering an authentic and complex question necessitates
much more than remembering information. It requires problem solving, critical thinking, collaboration, and communication among
many other skills that our students need.
‘Doing a Project’ vs ‘Engaging in PBL’
While projects provide us with powerful learning experiences, it is important to note the
differences between doing a project and engaging in PBL. When we think about doing a
project, typically the project is added on to the end of a unit of instruction, focuses on the
finished product, is teacher directed and is often displayed in the classroom. Alternatively,
PBL integrates the instruction with the project. It focuses on the product and the process, is
driven by student inquiry, and has a real-world application often shared with an audience
outside of the classroom. The Buck Institute for Education outlines 7 essential design
elements for project based learning. These include:
• A challenging problem or question
• Sustained inquiry
• Authenticity
• Student voice and choice
• Reflection
• Critique and revision
• Public product
PBL in a Virtual Environment
At first glance, the student collaboration, personal connections, and targeted support integral to PBL seem to require a physical
learning environment. However, with the shift to remote learning and virtual instruction, PBL can still provide students with powerful
learning experiences. The same level of questioning, inquiry and collaboration can still exist in a virtual learning environment.
Sample PBL experiences that move beyond the physical classroom environment include:
• Shapes Museum: Students learn about the different geometric shapes in their immediate environment (home, yard, or street). They
conduct observations (drawing pictures or taking photographs) of everyday items and structures to identify shapes in the world.
Children then create pieces for a “museum” (hanging art around the house, or sharing the work digitally with friends in an online
“museum”) as they teach others about the shapes around them. Children might also develop games or activities to play at home or
share with others (e.g., a concentration/memory game, or original dot-to-dot pages).
• Planning to Thrive: Students develop personal health/wellness goals and create and implement plans to achieve those goals. They
create action plans for real or fictional “clients” (these could be family members, if students are learning at home) and publish guides
with best practices for setting and achieving health goals.
• Literary Playlist: Students read literary texts independently, then create and share music playlists that communicate about characters
and themes in their texts and create written “liner notes” explaining their interpretations and reasoning.
Additional information about these examples and resources for facilitating PBL in a virtual environment can be found at:
pblworks.org/pbl-projects-remote-learning.
As we embark on a school year unlike any other, connection will be key for success. PBL can serve as a way for students to stay
connected with their classmates and the real world while also engaged with content. Technology can provide tools for individual and
group meetings, brainstorming, project management, and more. While the classroom may be virtual, the caring and compassionate
teachers will still be there to ensure that the level of support, collaboration and questioning remain the same as they design and guide
students through powerful learning experiences.
Sources: “Gold Standard PBL: Essential Project Design Elements.”
PBLWorks, www.pblworks.org/what-is-pbl/gold-standard-project-design.
“PBL Projects for Remote Learning.”
PBLWorks, www.pblworks.org/pbl-projects-remote-learning.
“What is PBL?.”
PBLWorks, www.pblworks.org/what-is-pbl.
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By Matt Oberecker, K-12 Supervisor of Technology, Innovation and STEM

T

he Marple Newtown School District received a substantial grant to enhance its engineering offerings at Marple Newtown High
School thanks to the generous support of Lockheed Martin. The award, totaling $40,000 over the course of two years, will offset
the costs for course materials, professional development, and computer software for two Project Lead the Way (PLTW) courses:
“Introduction to Engineering Design” and “Principles of Engineering”. Tyler Roth, a technology education teacher new to Marple
Newtown High School, will teach both courses. Last summer, Roth participated in virtual training for “Introduction to Engineering” and
is currently completing the extensive training program for “Principles of Engineering”. Both courses will serve to augment the STEM
Pathways already available to MNHS students, which includes the existing PLTW “Human Body Systems” course currently taught by
MNHS science teacher Michael Paci.
Project Lead the Way is a non-profit organization that provides a “transformative learning experience for students and teachers
across the United States”. (https://www.pltw.org/about-us) In PLTW courses, students use collaboration, creativity, and critical-thinking
skills to tackle real-world problems. For example, in “Introduction to Engineering Design”, students dig deep into the engineering
design process as they apply math, science, and engineering standards to hands-on projects focused on renewable energy sources.
Collaborative teams will design solutions and build prototypes using 3-D modeling software and maintain an engineering notebook
to document their work. In “Principles of Engineering”, students explore a broad range of engineering topics, including mechanisms,
the strength of structures and materials, and automation. As they engage in these challenges, students develop critical thinking,
problem solving, and research skills while learning real-world strategies for design process documentation, collaboration, and
presentation. Both courses serve to equip MNHS students with the skills they’ll need to thrive in classrooms, careers, and beyond.

A.
A.

PLTW students build
models to demonstrate
their understanding of
human body systems.

B.

Collaboration, creativity,
and critical-thinking skills
are the foundation of
PLTW courses.

B.
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Innovative STEM Courses Added to Marple Newtown High
School Offerings

Marple Newtown

About The Buck Institute for Education—PBL Works
“At PBLWorks, we believe that all students—no matter where they live or what their background—should have access to quality Project
Based Learning to deepen their learning and achieve success in college, career, and life… Our exclusive focus is Project Based Learning.
Why? Because PBL advances educational equity and empowers youth furthest from opportunity. We believe PBL is transformative for all
kids. Through PBL, students engage in learning that is deep, long-lasting, and relevant to the challenges of their lives and the world they
will inherit. Research confirms this… At PBLWorks, we build the capacity of teachers to design and facilitate quality Project Based
Learning and the capacity of school and system leaders to set the conditions for teachers to implement great projects with all students.”
Learn more at: www.pblworks.org/about

Loomis Has
Transformed!

Culbertson
Construction Update

By Jaime Smyth, Loomis Elementary School Principal

By James M. Wigo, Jr., Culbertson Elementary School Principal
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A

lthough life is different due to
Covid-19, Loomis Elementary
School made great progress with
its construction project. Phase 2 of
construction was recently completed
to include fully renovated
kindergarten and first grade classrooms,
as well as two additional classrooms built
on to the wing. This section also contains
newly created office workspaces and
small group instruction rooms. These
classrooms and office spaces are
painted. The windows, plumbing,
cabinets, and floors are installed. The
bathrooms in this section are tiled. At
the exterior of the kindergarten-first
grade hallway, a handicap ramp and stairs
were constructed to allow our youngest
students to safely access the
playground.
Phase 3 renovations in the fourth
and fifth grade wing began earlier
than anticipated. This consisted of a
complete remodel of the fourth and
fifth grade classrooms, the teachers’
lounge, the music room, a newly created
instrumental room, the main office, foyer, conference room, and
copy room. Phase 3 also consisted of a cafeteria expansion and
kitchen remodel. A special addition to the cafeteria expansion is
a beam in the ceiling containing the signatures of our Loomis
Class of 2020.
Also within this Phase, a new roof was placed on the entire
building. An underground basin was installed to allow for
additional teacher parking on the side of the school once paved.
This section, as well as the front parking lot and loop, will be
paved in the next few weeks. Interior floors and cabinets have
been installed in the fourth and fifth grade wing. The cafeteria
expansion is visible to anyone that drives by the school and we
can now see where the windows will be placed. Loomis’ new
kitchen is tiled and the walk-in refrigerators have been installed.
The rest of the kitchen equipment will be delivered and placed
to complete this section. New floors and cabinets will be
installed in the cafeteria, main office area, and music rooms after
the electrical work is completed in these areas.
As an unexpected surprise to this incredible project, the
Loomis construction crew found a time capsule behind our
school capstone. Unfortunately, the time capsule was empty.
The time capsule now contains a facemask, articles about
Loomis events and our construction, a staff list, a 2020
yearbook, a picture of every child that attended Loomis that
year, and a heartfelt letter from the principal explaining each
item and its significance to Loomis in the year 2020.
Overall, the construction project is coming along nicely.
The teachers, staff, and students are eager to see the outcome
and move into their beautiful, new spaces.
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s the summer months of 2020 come an end, the construction
project for Culbertson Elementary School is also close to
coming to an end. During the past six months, the
contractors have been hard at work to complete this project for
the beginning of September and the return of students and staff.
By mid-August, the new third grade wing has been completed
with a total of seven classrooms as well as a new Art room. The
main office, cafeteria, gym, library, and large group classroom
area are well on the way to being completed for the start of
school. We have increased the size of our cafeteria (1,800 sq. ft.),
added a brand new kitchen to include a new food service line
and state-of-the-art kitchen, new windows have been installed,
and a new stage that included a new sound system. The
contractors are in the process of adding a new coat of paint as
well. Our gymnasium has been upgraded with sound absorbing
tiles on the walls, new windows, Mondo rubber flooring, custom
orange wall mats, LED lighting, and brand new basketball nets.
The Culbertson Library will also have a new look for the
upcoming school year with the addition of new windows, rugs,
and bookcases for our book collection. Furthermore, we have
added seven specialists’ suites, which will house, our reading
specialists, English language learning teacher, school
psychologist, counselor, speech teachers and an Instrumental
music room. The front office area has also been renovated to
include a reconfigured front desk, conference room, staff
mailroom, and principal’s office. We, as a staff, cannot wait to get
back in the building to utilize the new areas for our students. The
Culbertson Elementary staff is extremely thankful to the Marple
Newtown School Board, Superintendent, Dr. Tina Kane, Director
of Operation, Jake Gallagher and the contractors for all of their
dedication and hard work to make this project become a reality
for our community.

The Main Office front desk.

Lighting on the Art room bulletin board to display the student’s work.
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MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
The mission of the Marple Newtown School District is to provide rigorous educational
opportunities for all students in a safe, healthy, and effective learning environment through
a collaborative commitment involving students, staff, families and community.
The Marple Newtown School District has a long tradition of excellence in education.
There are approximately 3304 students enrolled in Grades K through 12 with
accelerated and advanced placement courses offered in all the academic areas. The
academic curriculum of the district reflects the strength of traditional programs while
meeting the changing needs of a technological society.
The district is a clear leader in the county in the development of academic
standards. In addition to a strong academic program, 23 Advanced Placement (AP) and
21 Honors courses are offered to students at Marple Newtown High School. A variety
of opportunities are available to students through elective courses, independent study
programs, dual enrollment, cyber learning and a wide range of extra-curricular activities and
athletics. There are accelerated courses in all disciplines and a comprehensive Special Education program
for students who require special instruction.

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION
District Administration
Marple Newtown School District
40 Media Line Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4200
www.mnsd.org

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL BOARD

Marple Newtown School Board Directors
Matthew J. Bilker, President
Barbara S. Harvey, Vice President
Tracy A. Alberti
Kathryn V. Chandless
David Dezzi
John P. McKenzie
Nicholas J. Reynolds Sr.
Nicholas V. Siano
Desiree C. Tomasco

Tina Kane, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Non-voting members
Joseph Driscoll, Board Secretary
Denise Land, Treasurer
Mark A. Sereni, Esq., Solicitor

Constance E. Bompadre, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent
Joseph Driscoll
Business Administrator
Michael Larkin
Director of Communications
& Development
James Orwig
Director Human Resources
James Gallagher
Director of Operations
Neil Evans
Substitute Director of Pupil Services
Heather Logue, Ed.D.
Supervisor of Special Education

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOLS
Culbertson Elementary School
3530 Goshen Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4340
Principal: James Wigo, Jr.
Loomis Elementary School
369 North Central Blvd
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4350
Principal: Jaime Smyth
Russell Elementary School
2201 Sproul Road
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4310
Principal: Dennis Reardon
Worrall Elementary School
2979 Pennview Avenue
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4300
Principal: Stephanie Sturdivant

Paxon Hollow Middle School
815 Paxon Hollow Road
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4320
Principal: T. J. Gretchen, Ed.D.
Assistant Principal: Dan Hyland
Assistant Principal: Christine D. White
Marple Newtown High School
120 Media Line Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4215
Principal: John Beltrante
Assistant Principal: Christian Jaspersen
Assistant Principal: Christa Palladino
Assistant Principal: Donald Tabar
Athletic Director: Christopher Gicking
Assistant Athletic Director: Julie Rufo
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INTHEKNOW

The Delaware County
Institute of Science

T

he Delaware County Institute of Science was formed Sept.
21, 1833, as an association of only five individuals: George
Miller, Minshall Painter, John Miller, George Smith, M.D.,
and John Cassin. These friends were interested in the sciences
and natural history.
Over time, as the group grew in membership and popularity, it
became necessary for the institute to obtain real estate, so an
application was made to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania for
corporate privileges, which were granted on Feb. 8, 1836.
The Institute of Science’s first home was a hall built in 1837,
located a short distance from the Rose Tree Inn in Upper
Providence Township where a store and Post Office were already
located. The sturdy structure, constructed of plastered stone, still
stands today and is used as a private home.
In 1850, Media was incorporated as a borough and also became
the seat of government for Delaware County. In keeping with the
object of the association (“to promote the study and diffusion of
general knowledge and the establishment of a museum and to
serve as a nonprofit organization for the people of Delaware
County and adjoining areas”), it became apparent that the
institute should be moved closer to a central area that would be
more accessible to the public.
With a desire to find a central location, Painter, the institute’s
first secretary, purchased a half block of land facing the newly built
courthouse. He secured the funds to construct the building,
soliciting members and also contributing generously himself.
The building was constructed in 1867. Its design closely
followed the line and size of the Philadelphia Dispensary, which
was located where the present Bourse Building stands.
Though the Institute of Science now occupies the entire
building, the interior was originally designed to house the Media
Title and Trust Company on the first floor, leaving the 2nd floor
and balcony for the institute’s displays, library and meeting hall.
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The Delaware County Institute of
Founding President
Science continues to uphold the vision of
George Smith, MD
its forebears through its museum, library
and lectures:
Museum
The museum exhibits mounted birds and animals, an
herbarium of area plants; fossils, shells, and corals from around
the world; animal skulls, bird nests and eggs; butterflies,
spiders, and insects; and miscellaneous other collections such
as maps as old as 1810, tools, glass bottles, telegraph keys, late1800s radios and radio vacuum tubes and microscopes. The
displays and research collections of minerals include many from
famous localities in the area. The museum also houses the
original plate blocks used to print Samuel Gordon’s 1922
“Mineralogy of Pennsylvania.” Additionally, specimens brought
from the mineral prospects of the West by members of the
Delaware County Institute of Science during the 1800s can be
viewed and studied.
Library
The library houses several thousand books and other
publications on the natural sciences. Many of these are period
classics by authors who have been subsequently recognized widely
for their scientific contributions. They also include numerous
volumes of local significance and a large 19th century series
relating to Pennsylvania. The library is a non-circulating reference
collection that is accessible to the public upon request during
operating hours.
Lectures
A monthly lecture program is prepared for each winter season,
October through May. Well-known and qualified persons are
invited to present subjects of scientific, technological or natural
interest. The lectures are free and presented in the Lecture Hall.
The Delaware County Institute of Science is located at
11 Veterans Square in Media. For more information, call
610.566.5126 or go to delcoscience.org. 

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU!
Dear IN Community Magazine Readers & Advertisers,
Our readers and advertisers continue to be our top priority. During this uncertain
time, our staff remains focused on you and your informational needs. Utilizing
modern technology to facilitate virtual meetings and conference calls, we are
currently working from home on the fall magazines! Please call us if you’d like to
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information on upcoming events.
In the meantime, we are here to help you! Contact us about our Small Business
Stimulus Promotion. Call 724.942.0940 or email ads@icmags.com.
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• Large Tree Specialist
• Tree Removal & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Fertilization
• Ash Tree Emerald Ash Borer Protection
• Hemlock Woolley Adelgid Spraying
• Insect & Disease Spraying
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