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FROM THE CEO
Welcome to the winter issue of IN Marple
Newtown magazine!
One thing that makes our Pennsylvania
communities special is the beautiful seasons. As
autumn comes to a close and the snow begins to
fall, we hope you take some time to enjoy the many
winter activities the area has to offer and hit the
slopes, sled ride, cross-country ski or ice skate at one
of the beautiful parks.
This season, as you gather around the table with family and friends, remember
that your health habits don’t have to take a hiatus during the holidays. Get a head
start on your New Year’s resolutions with our special section “Building a Better
You,” with dozens of tips and timely advice to keep you healthy throughout 2020.
Each quarter, IN Community brings you the latest school and township news
as well as timely stories on local businesses and nonprofits. We also feature rich
community history, local events, and profiles of residents doing extraordinary
things.
As 2019 comes to a close, we’d like to thank our school district and township
partners for their continued support. We receive such positive feedback from our
readers on the news and information you provide!
We also want to thank our loyal advertisers, many of whom have been with us
from the start.
The staff at IN Community Magazines wishes you and your family a wonderful
holiday season and a happy, healthy New Year.
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IN Community Magazines is the largest magazine publishing
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CONNECT WITH US!
Follow us on Facebook @icmags for a
calendar of events in your community as
well as featured stories on extraordinary
people and places!
POST YOUR EVENT ON OUR FB CALENDAR!
facebook.com/ICMags.
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS!
We’d love to hear from you if you know someone in
your community who is making a difference or has
done something extraordinary. We’re also looking
for interesting story ideas (little-known facts,
history or other news) within your community.
If you have suggestions, email us at
p.urscheler@icmags.com.
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VOTED “BEST HARDWARE STORE ON THE MAIN LINE”

We Are Less Than 15 Minutes From
The Heart Of Newtown Square
143 Pennsylvania Ave, Wayne 610.995.2977
Shop online: www.bestlittlehomecenter.com
All Your Hardware Needs Plus:
Lumber & Building Materials
Propane Filling Station
Weber Grills “Premium” Dealer
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WHAT’S NEWS IN

MARPLE NEWTOWN
information, visit the Haverford Guild of
Craftsmen’s website: haverfordguild.org or
email haverfordguild@gmail.com.

CHRISTMAS AROUND
THE FARM
November 23 through
December 23
Join in the family tradition of
celebrating Christmas Around the Farm at
Linvilla Orchards, which features cutyour-own Christmas trees and visits with
Santa. See the Garden Center transformed
into a Winter Wonderland, featuring Santa
and his elves, handmade wreaths, greens
and holly, and a sea of poinsettias. The
farm features over 40,000 Christmas trees.
Take your whole family on a hayride
through the Christmas tree fields to select
your tree. Santa makes special visits each
Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 3 p.m. For
more information, call 610.876.7116 or
visit linvilla.com.

HAVERFORD GUILD
OF CRAFTSMEN
HOLIDAY FINE ART
AND CRAFT SHOW—
NEW LOCATION!
November 24
Annual Holiday Fine Art and Craft
Show at the Haverford Community
Recreation and Environmental Center,
9000 Parkview Drive in Haverford,
showcasing the work of over 60 local
artists in media including jewelry, leather,
ceramics, glass, fiber, photography,
painting, metal sculpture, wood,
illustration, and mixed media. For more
4
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BY PETER URSCHELER

Lighting Ceremony. Afterward guests are
invited for hot chocolate and snacks at All
Seasons Produce & Flowers located at 912
Conestoga Road, Bryn Mawr. Guests are
encouraged to bring an ornament to
decorate the tree. For more information,
call 484.222.6106.

A BIT OF THE ARTS
HOLIDAY FINE
ART SHOW
November 29 & 30
The town of Lansdowne will hold its
annual A Bit of the Arts Holiday Fine
Art Show at the 20th Century Club, 84
South Lansdowne Avenue, on Friday,
Nov. 29, from 4 to 8 p.m., and Saturday,
Nov. 30, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. This
event is free to the public and is
sponsored by the LEDC (Lansdowne
Economic Development Corporation).
A Bit of the Arts is celebrating its 18th
year and will showcase the work of more
than 35 artists in media that includes
jewelry, printmaking, ceramics, glass,
fibers, photography, painting, illustration,
and mixed media. In addition to the
professional artists, there will be a student
gallery open to the public on the lower
level of the 20th Century Club featuring
more than 300 student artists. Live music
will be performed throughout the event
and food and pastries from local
restaurants will be sold.
Admission and parking are free (in the
SEPTA lots across the street, on all side
streets, and in the 2020 House lot
behind the 20th Century Club), and the
venue is handicapped accessible. For
more information, please visit
ABitoftheArts.com or email
ABitoftheArts@gmail.com.

5TH ANNUAL GARRETT
HILL CHRISTMAS TREE
LIGHTING CEREMONY
December 1
Join the Garrett Hill community, All
Seasons Produce & Flowers and Radnor
Township in the Clem Macrone Park, 810
Conestoga Road, Bryn Mawr, at 5:30 p.m.
for the 5th annual Christmas Tree

icmags.com

WAYNE CHRISTMAS
TREE LIGHTING AND
SANTA PARADE
December 6 & 7
Historic downtown Wayne and the
iconic Wayne Hotel provide the
picturesque backdrop for celebrating the
season during the Wayne Christmas Tree
Lighting and Santa Parade.
This two-day event, sponsored by the
Wayne Business Association, will be sure
to get you in the yuletide spirit, beginning
on Dec. 6 at 5:30 p.m. where various
locations throughout historic downtown
will showcase their seasonal splendor.
Locations include face painting and tree
ornament crafts at the Radnor Fire
Company, performances by the Valley
Forge Military Academy & College choir
at the Wayne Train Station, hot chocolate
and goodies at the Wayne Senior Center,
all leading to the annual Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony.
On Saturday, the day kicks off at 10 a.m.
with Santa’s Parade along Lancaster
Avenue and ending at the Wayne Hotel.
For more information on the weekend’s
festivities, visit waynebusiness.com.

FIREBIRD FESTIVAL
December 7
Celebrating its 16th year, the annual
Phoenixville Firebird Festival has become
one of the region’s most unique and
Continued on page 6 >

EDUCATION

How Can Parents Raise
Confident Children?
By Jennifer Hallman, theater teacher at The Haverford School

B

oys experience tremendous physical and emotional growth
during their middle school years. Boys at this age are also more
likely to explore new opportunities without fear of failure –
byproducts of possessing a healthy confidence. Confidence is
developed when the people around a boy have faith in his abilities
and reinforce his effort.
How can parents help foster self-awareness, provide
opportunities for exploration, and offer encouragement during
these crucial years?
1. Tell stories. When boys are given a prompt or an activity,
rather than asked a “yes or no” question, they are more
likely to engage and to share beyond the initial topic of the
discussion. In class we often use “What if” questions to get boys
thinking, questioning, and sharing. Improv games also provide
opportunities for connection and confidence building (e.g., in
the Question Game, you can only communicate in questions and
the first to answer the question loses). These exercises help boys
develop a more conversational way of speaking, which translates
to other academic experiences. When they’re presenting a
history paper or doing a reading in English, the rigid approach
that is often typical in class melts away; they become more
comfortable, more animated, and more relatable.
2. Give him room to fail. It takes small moments of uncertainty
for a boy to figure out that he can do this. Parents and educators
can support boys in taking positive risks by brainstorming
possible solutions to deal with an uncomfortable situation.
Help him come up with choices, give him space to process the
alternatives, and support his decision. If we remove the obstacle,
or if we force him to follow through in an uncomfortable
situation, we aren’t providing opportunities for growth. We
risk the boy shutting down when similar situations arise in the
future. But if we coach the boy through, he builds confidence
and is more likely to step outside his comfort zone in various
areas of his life.
3. Experience live theater. As a member of the cast or stage
crew, your son will create relationships with all different types of
people, he will learn how to trust others and to trust himself, he
will practice communication and collaboration, and he will gain
empathy and perspective. If your son isn’t ready for the spotlight,
take him to a community show. Whether it’s a performance at a
local school where he can see people his age taking to the stage,
or a full-scale Broadway production that mesmerizes the senses,
your son may walk away seeing more possibilities within himself.
At The Haverford School, we believe that a well-rounded education in
academics, the arts, and athletics builds character, confidence, and a lifelong
passion for learning. Engaging in storytelling, taking positive risks, and
experiencing live theater helps boys build connections, gain perspective, and
practice 21st century skills that will impact them now and well into the future.

The Haverford School
450 Lancaster Ave, Haverford, PA 19041
610-642-3020 • www.haverford.org
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Firebird Festival

anticipated events. The annual festival
represents a celebration of the borough’s
namesake—the Phoenix. The event’s
mission is to foster a collaboration of local
artistic and creative talent, and to enhance
the cultural life of the area.
This year’s event will run from 4 to 11
p.m. Shuttle buses will connect with
downtown, where there will be street
performers and many retail stores will
feature musicians. At 6:30 p.m., there will
be a procession to Veterans Field, and the
Phoenix will be set on fire at 8 p.m.
For more information, visit
firebirdfestival.com.

The new voting machines will be used in
the 2020 Primary, as mandated by
Governor Wolf. Information on the Hart
Verity 2.3.4 Voting System can be found at
votespa.com/About-Elections/Pages/HartInterCivic-Verity-Voting-234.aspx.

DELAWARE COUNTY
TO PURCHASE
HART VERITY 2.3.4
VOTING SYSTEM
Delaware County Council
unanimously voted to purchase the Hart
Verity 2.3.4 Voting System during the
Oct. 23 public council meeting. The
system, as well as supporting items, will
be purchased through the PA COSTARS
Cooperative Purchasing Program, at a
cost not to exceed $6,080,832 plus
consumables such as thermal paper and
printer toner cartridges.
The county’s board of elections,
Delaware County Council and the
county’s executive director began
researching new voting systems in 2017
to identify systems that would meet the
new federal and state requirements. The
county held a public forum and
demonstration to ascertain the public’s
input on five proposed voting systems.
After assessing public input and
gathering research, the board of
elections submitted its recommendation
to the council.
6
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Collection site ideas include schools,
churches, Girl and Boy Scout Troops,
neighborhoods, fitness centers, service
project requirements, dance schools, yoga
studios, doctor and dentist offices,
businesses, apartment complexes, and
more! CandyCare has all the materials. If
you would like to donate some candy or
organize a collection site, please contact
Gabrielle Bruno at 610.505.4007.

With the 2018 candy collection are Patti and Gabrielle Bruno
(founders of CandyCare), Rev. Father Christ Kontos (Pastor of St.
Luke Greek Orthodox Church), Angelique Demetris (Greek
School Administrator), and students of St. Luke’s Greek School
who brought in over 500 pounds of the candy collection!

CANDYCARE’S 22ND
ANNUAL HALLOWEEN
CANDY DRIVE FOR
THE HOMELESS
Join CandyCare in sharing your
Halloween candy with the poor and
homeless in our community. Last year,
CandyCare partnered with over 40 local
organizations and gave over 6,000 pounds
of candy to local homeless shelters,
ministries, and food pantries. It is easy and
fun to get involved! The collection will
run during the month of November.

icmags.com

WASSAILING
CAROLING HAYRIDES
December 7, 14 & 21
Celebrate the ancient tradition of
wassailing and sing Christmas carols
around a campfire at Linvilla Orchards.
Enjoy Linvilla’s own delicious apple cider
and roasting marshmallows. The Hayrides
depart promptly at 5 and 6:30 p.m. each
Saturday in December. Tickets are $5 per
person and can be purchased from the
Garden Center cashiers. For more
information, visit linvilla.com. 

www.brandywineballet.org
Box Oﬃce: 610-696-2711
Voted Daily Times Best Lawyers 2019

Robert DeLuca
& Associates, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Serious Injuries
Auto Accidents
Slip & Fall
Work Related Injuries
Wills & Estates
Zoning & Real Estate
Traffic Offenses
Driver License Suspension
Social Security Disability
Criminal Defense
Products Liability
Personal Injury
Workman’s Comp

Compassionate with our clients and aggressive
when representing your rights in court.
We bring more than 30 years of experience to protect you – we’ll go that extra mile for you! We
are hands-on, always working tirelessly and tailoring our services to meet your specific needs and
challenges of your case. When you come to us for help, you’ll receive the individualized attention
and respect you deserve!

“Dedicated to quality representation” | A Full Service Law Firm

959 West Chester Pike, Havertown, PA

610-924-0999 | 610-565-3194 | 610-924-0473 (fax)
MARPLE NEWTOWN
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The Philadelphia Region is Climbing
Area native Michael
Feinberg opens a
22,000-square-foot
rock climbing facility.
BY PETER URSCHELER
PHOTOS COURTESY OF REACH AND IOC

8
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R

ock climbing is one of the fastest growing sports due in large part to its recent
addition to the 2020 (and provisional approval for the 2024) Olympic lineup. Area
native Michael Feinberg saw this as an opportunity to share his love of the sport with
the Philadelphia region by opening Reach Climbing and Fitness, a new 22,000-squarefoot rock climbing facility nestled in an industrial park between Route 23, East Fourth
Street and the Schuylkill River in Bridgeport.
Although Feinberg looked into a variety of warehouse spaces and other possible buildings
to retrofit, none met his exacting specifications, so he had the facility created from scratch.
The result is stunning: Reach Climbing and Fitness features a 55-foot championship-diffi-

About USA Climbing
USA Climbing is the national
governing body of the sport of
competition climbing in the
United States. The mission of
USA Climbing is to promote the
growth and success of the
sport of competition climbing in
the United States while
generating sustained competitive excellence for United
States athletes in international
competition. As a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, it promotes three
competition disciplines,
bouldering, sport and speed
climbing, through the series of
Adaptive, Bouldering, Collegiate, Speed and Sport.
USA Climbing receives
sanctioning and is recognized
by The International Federation
for Sport Climbing, The
International Olympic Committee and The United States
Olympic Committee.
For more information, visit
usaclimbing.org.

culty wall and Olympic regulation speed
wall. These elements place Reach amongst
the highest level competition facilities in
the region.
While it is a top-tier competition
space, Reach also provides plenty of
opportunities for novice climbers to try
the sport. The gym offers private belay
and basic bouldering lessons, as well as
technique training for more seasoned
climbers. For those who prefer to work
out with their feet on the ground, Reach
members also have access to vinyasa and
Krav Maga classes, as well as traditional
fitness equipment.
To showcase climbing talent and
inspire others, within a month of
opening, Reach hosted the Youth
Climbing Sport and Speed National
Championship. The four-day competition, held July 11-14 and sponsored by
USA Climbing, is billed as the largest
climbing competition in the country.
This was the first-ever national climbing
event held in the Philadelphia area and
featured close to 800 youth climbers and
more than 2,000 spectators from around
the country.
Continued on next page >
MARPLE NEWTOWN
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Throughout the weekend, competitors were
setting records and qualifying for future
events, including Jordan Fishman from
Colorado, who set the new national record for
Male Youth A speed climbing at 6.32 seconds.
Some of the weekend’s youth climbers were
even seen representing the USA at the Youth
World Cup in Arco, Italy, which was held at
the end of August.
For speed climbing events, the route, or
layout, of the speed climbing walls is uniform
in every competition. This gives athletes a
chance to memorize the movements and
execute with their fastest times.

Sport Climbing’s Road to the Tokyo 2020 and Paris 2024 Olympics

T

he decision to add Sport Climbing was
made by the 129th International Olympic
Committee (IOC) Session in Rio de
Janeiro for the Tokyo 2020 Games. Additionally the IOC also approved the addition of
baseball/softball, karate, skateboard and
surfing, marking the most comprehensive
evolution of the Olympic program in modern
history. Plans call for staging the sports
climbing and skateboarding events in
temporary venues installed in urban settings,
an historic step in bringing the Games to
young people and reflecting the trend of
urbanization of sport.
The Organizing Committee for the Tokyo
2020 Games proposed the five new sports in
response to the new flexibility provided by
Olympic Agenda 2020, which allows
Organizing Committees the flexibility to
propose new sports for their edition of the
Games with the intent to put even more focus
on innovation, flexibility and youth in the
development Olympic program.
IOC President Thomas Bach said, “We want
to take sport to the youth. With the many
options that young people have, we cannot

10
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expect any more that they will come automatically to us. We have to go to them. Tokyo
2020’s balanced proposal fulfills all of the goals
of the Olympic Agenda 2020 recommendation that allowed it. Taken together, the five
sports are an innovative combination of
established and emerging, youth-focused
events that are popular in Japan and will add to
the legacy of the Tokyo Games.”
Tokyo 2020 President Yoshiro Mori said,
“The inclusion of the package of new sports
will afford young athletes the chance of a
lifetime to realize their dreams of competing in
the Olympic Games, the world’s greatest
sporting stage and inspire them to achieve
their best, both in sport and in life.”
The additional sports in Tokyo will not
impact the athlete or event quotas of existing
Olympic sports or be binding on future host
cities. The current athlete and event quotas are
unaffected.
The IOC considered a variety of factors
when assessing the proposal, including the
impact on gender equality, the youth appeal of
the sports and the legacy value of adding them
to the Tokyo Games.

icmags.com

The inclusion of the new sports will add
18 events and 474 athletes, with equal
numbers of women and men for all sports
except baseball/softball, which will have the
same number of teams but different player
totals, because softball teams have 15 players
while baseball teams have 24.
In July of 2019, the IOC unanimously
voted on the provisional inclusion of Sport
Climbing along with three other sports,
Break Dancing, Skateboarding, and Surfing,
to the Paris 2024 Olympic Program.
The proposal would increase the number
of climbers from 40 in 2020 to 72 in 2024.
One of the major changes from the format
of the Tokyo 2020 Games is the separation
of speed climbing as its own event. Bouldering and lead climbing would remain a
combined event.
The IOC Executive Board will make the
final decision on the proposed new events
and related athlete quotas for the 2024
Olympic Games in December 2020.
For more information about the
International Olympic Committee, visit
olympic.org. 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION:

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Building
a Better
You!
HEALTHY
ADVICE FOR
ALL STAGES
OF LIFE.

O

ur bodies are all different from
head to toe, and staying healthy
and feeling your best is important
at any age. And healthy bodies
make us happy—and happiness is good
for your health.

SLEEP YOUR WAY TO A
HEALTHIER YOU

By now, you’ve most likely heard the
news on the numerous benefits of sleep
on overall health. From improving brain

function to assisting in weight loss,
getting the recommended hours of sleep
fit for your age is essential to staying
healthy. The message is loud and clear
to adults, who still fight sleep to watch
late-night television or finish one more
chapter of a good book. You may let
children do the same: stay up to finish
homework or to play a little while longer.
You may think you are making your child
happy with the extra time awake, but the
Continued on next page >
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HIGH-END
HOME UPGRADES
PLUS!

• Hottest Looks for
Bathroom Makeovers
• 10 Steps to a
Better Backyard
• Smart Designs for
Outdoor Kitchens

Contact us at 610.639.0160
to advertise!
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effects are ultimately hurting their ability
to fully function during the day.
The National Sleep Foundation
recommends that children between
the ages of 6 and 10 get 10-11 hours of
sleep per night, while 11 to 17-year-olds
should get 8.5 to 9.5 hours. A poll done
by the foundation last year revealed that
children were falling short and losing out
on the benefits of a good night’s sleep.
Research shows that less sleep leads to
learning and behavior problems, directly
affecting cognitive ability, concentration,
and problem-solving skills. Many families
have seen the negative effects and often
assume they are symptoms of ADHD,
when these distracting behaviors could
likely be reduced or even eliminated by an
earlier bedtime.
Make Sleep Matter
• Set bedtimes and wake times. You
can start to make sleep a higher priority
for your kids by setting a good example
and getting enough sleep yourself.
Start by setting bedtimes and wake-up
times that you can adhere to on both
weekdays and weekends. Creating a
pattern will help your body understand
its sleep cycle, allowing for more restful
nights.
• Create wind-down activities before
bed. The half-hour before bed should
be free of high-energy activities. Start a
bedtime routine that includes calming
activities like bathtime or reading.
• Make a bed sanctuary. As adults,
nothing is better than a comfortable

icmags.com

place to sleep at night. Make your
children’s beds the same for them. Add
extra pillows for comfort and a favorite
stuffed animal to keep them company
at night. Keep lights down to a dim
lamp or nightlight to make the room
dark enough for sleeping.
• Keep electronics out or off.
Electronics produce a blue light that
sends a signal to your brain to stop the
release of melatonin, making it harder
to fall asleep. On top of wanting to text
with friends or check social media,
children and teens will give any excuse
to stay awake. Electronic devices are
best left in the dark at bedtime.

BAD HAIR DAYS?

If you seem to be having a stint of
bad hair days, maybe your body is
trying to tell you something. Poor hair
condition could be a sign of physical or
psychological issues.
Keeping an Eye on Your Hair
• Increase water intake. Dehydration
becomes evident in many forms, but
one lesser known form is brittle hair.
Increasing water consumption has
many benefits, including improving the
look and feel of your hair.
• Hair loss may be a sign of bigger
issues. It is normal to lose 80-100 hairs
per day. Feel like you are losing more
than that? Stress and anxiety could be
the cause. If you can’t identify specific
stressors, talk to your doctor. Excessive

hair loss could be a sign of other health
problems.
• Eat well for luscious locks. Think
your diet has nothing to do with the
way your hair looks? Think again. Hair
quality can change over time with
continual consumption of processed
foods. Keep a healthy diet full of
nutrient-rich foods including healthy
fats, dark leafy greens, and fish and
you’ll be on your way to radiant hair.

HEAR ALL ABOUT IT

Although hearing loss is most
commonly associated with aging, it could
happen at any time and can be caused by
environmental conditions like working
in a noisy environment, earwax buildup,
or inner ear damage. According to the
National Center for Health Statistics,
the average person waits six years after
the first signs of hearing loss to get
checked by a doctor. Hearing problems
are considered an undertreated issue for
reasons including patient denial, vanity,
and less awareness of issues associated
with hearing loss. With the oldest Baby
Boomers entering their 70s, an age at
which many individuals only start seeking
medical attention for hearing ailments,
it is important to take charge at the first
signs of trouble.
A study on the psychological effects of
hearing loss was done for the American
Psychology Association and focused
on mental health in patients who suffer
from hearing loss. The National Council
on Aging study found that 2,304 people
who suffered from hearing loss but used
no form of treatment were 50% more
likely to suffer from sadness or depression
than individuals who wore hearing aids.
It revealed that individuals not using
hearing aids showed more signs of anger,
anxiety and frustration, causing them
to be less involved in social activities
than those who wear aids. The risk for
dementia also increases in patients who
suffer from hearing loss, due to sensory
loss and growing social isolation, pointed
out in a study conducted by the Archives
of Neurology.
Start becoming aware of the signs of
hearing loss, and consult your doctor or
audiologist if you start to notice some of
the symptoms:
• Trouble hearing over the phone

• Vertigo, causing dizziness, pain, or
ringing in the ears
• Mumbled voices
• Having to ask others to repeat
themselves often
• Avoidance of social situations
• Having a family medical history of
hearing loss
Individuals with hearing loss may often
be reluctant to face the reality, but may
not know about the deeper implications
of letting it go untreated. If you or
someone you know may be experiencing
some of the symptoms of hearing loss, be
sure to understand and share the benefits
of seeking treatment.

TAKE CARE OF YOUR SKIN

As we learned in grade school, our
largest organ is our skin. Our skin
regulates body temperature, protects
against the elements, and gives us the
feeling of different sensations. Since our
skin does so much for us, it is important
to take care of it. A skin care routine is
important for men and women of all ages,
although it will vary throughout the years.
Teenage Years
When starting your first skin care
routine, it’s important to first determine
your skin type. It’s pretty simple to figure
out whether oily, dry, or combination.
Between breakouts and blemishes, think
about how your skin feels on a day-to-day
basis. Here are some do’s and don’ts about
treating your skin during your teens:

• DO: Pick a cleanser, scrub, toner,
and moisturizer that are meant for
your skin type. Labels make it easy to
choose between the different brands.
Many brands have a line of products
developed especially for oily, dry, or
combination skin. It is still important
to put on moisturizer if you have oily
skin, but be sure to look for one that is
oil-free.
• DO: Look for a moisturizer or
foundation that has SPF! It is
important to keep something with SPF
on whenever you go outside to protect
your skin from the damaging effects of
the sun now and in the future (you’ll
be so glad you did).
• DON’T: Pick! You can pick your
friends, but don’t pick your stubborn
pimples! Although you might want
to rid yourself of whiteheads and
blackheads, resist the urge. This could
lead to long-term damaging effects on
your skin.
• DON’T: Leave makeup on overnight.
As tempting as it is to crash after a long
day, be sure to give your pores a rest
from makeup. Makeup-removing wipes
are a quick way to at least get a majority
of products off your face.
• DO: Be sure to wipe down your
cell phone. Bacteria can live on the
surface and cause major breakouts on
your cheeks and chin if not properly
sanitized.
Continued on next page >
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SEEING INTO THE FUTURE

Prevention Years
As a young adult, it’s important to
continue good habits of caring for your
skin. This is the prime age to prevent
unwanted wrinkles that you may start to
face in the next five to 10 years. Now is
the time to take charge by:
• Wearing eye cream. We have seen
the commercials about preventing
wrinkles. But when do you have to
start? NOW! The skin around your
eyes is very thin and just a short
amount of sunlight could cause lasting
wrinkles.
• Applying SPF products to face, neck,
and hands. Skipping the protection
of an SPF could throw off your entire
routine. Find a good moisturizer that
combines protection with moisture
and apply it to your face, neck, and
hands. The neck and hands are often
overlooked, but prime spots for the sun
to hit and cause wrinkles.
• Quitting bad habits. Now is a better
time than ever to kick the bad habits
you formed in high school and college.
The number of benefits to canceling
your package at the tanning salon and
quitting smoking would take up this
entire article, but for skin’s sake, give
them up!

• Put the right nutrients into your
body. It’s important to make sure your
body is getting all the nutrients it needs
on the inside for radiant skin on the
outside. This includes lots of water!
• Take cover when heading outside.
SPF products shouldn’t be skipped at
this age either and should be applied
daily. Try adding a hat and cover your
skin to prevent overexposure to the
harmful rays of the sun, even in the
cooler months.
• Find a good retinoid. Derived from
vitamin A, retinoids boost collagen
production in the skin to stimulate
blood vessels and unclog pores.

Treatment Years
Now is the time to treat the years of
damage that the sun and other elements
have caused to your skin.

14
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Twenty-first century children will be
looking beyond genetics as a cause for
needing corrective eyewear, according to
the American Optometric Association
(AOA). In the Digital Age, children
are exposed to electronic devices their
whole lives as an integral part of social
and educational practices. Teachers are
continuing to increase the amount of
digital technology used in the classroom,
and it is expected that computer
simulations will account for much of the
learning style in the future. Both teachers
and parents are finding that children are
adapting well to the use of technology
in the classroom, making learning
more interactive and current than most
textbook learning.
The AOA’s 2015 American Eye-Q
survey stated that 41 percent of parents
say their kids spend three or more
hours per day using digital devices,
and 66 percent of kids have their own
smartphone or tablet. As technology
becomes more of an essential part of
modern life, it is important for parents to
facilitate balance in their children’s digital
usage. Electronic devices, including
televisions, give off blue and violet
light that may affect vision by causing
eyestrain and discomfort. If your child
has to do homework using a computer or
tablet, then keep the television and other
devices off during dinnertime and enjoy
conversation together. Optometrists also
Continued on page 17 >
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A Total Wellness Fitness Model
Fitness Center

L

uigi Truono is a 62-year-old licensed cosmetologist and
massage therapist. Having spent nearly 20 years in the
beauty and massage industries he is inspired by the Retro
Fitness model, which offers not only an exceptional cardio and
weight training experience but also incorporates personalized
and group coaching as well as physical and nutritional recovery
after the workout. He believes that fitness, both physical and
mental, is a key to living a successful and fulfilling life.
Luigi’s journey began when he came to this country as
a young adult. After obtaining his cosmetology license he
worked for a prominent salon in Chicago. In 2007 he relocated
to Miami Beach to help his sister open a salon and spa, and
continued on a path of total body wellness by obtaining
his license in massage therapy followed by certifications in
medical, sports, reiki and quantum touch modalities.
In 2006 Luigi trained and competed in a national
bodybuilding competition. Having always struggled with
keeping weight on, Luigi stayed laser-focused on his goal
to compete. He believes that when you challenge yourself,
work hard and stick with it, even when it is tough, you can
accomplish everything. All of us struggle in life; overcoming
those obstacles is the greatest experience of all. You need to
have the intention and commitment to believe in yourself to be
successful no matter what you do.
This is what has motivated Luigi to open a fitness center
here in Newtown Square—his desire to help people and
see them fulfill their goals. Luigi believes that total wellness
comes from within, but learning the tools necessary to
make that change within yourself will lead to lasting
accomplishments and a better you. His goal today is to create
a community gym where all people, young and mature, can
come to look better, feel better and improve themselves to
obtain the better, healthier life they deserve.
In terms of fitness, Luigi follows these 10 basic steps: Eat
organic, natural, non-processed food whenever possible;
make sure you get enough sleep; meditate and do breathing

724.942.0940 TO ADVERTISE

“When you challenge
yourself, work hard and
stick with it, even when it is tough, you
can accomplish everything.” – Luigi Truono
For more information or to start changing your life
today, go to Retro Fitness’ website at retrofitness.com/
EdgmontSquarePA where you can sign up or check out the
gym, which is located at 4845 West Chester Pike, Newtown
Square, 19073. You can also call directly with any questions at
484.420.4935. Retro Fitness is running specials and discounts
on memberships and personal training through the end of
the year that are perfect for anyone looking to get back into
shape or try something new in fitness.

retrofitness.com/EdgmontSquarePA

4845 West Chester Pike
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exercises throughout the day, especially first thing in the
morning and just before you go to bed; establish a routine
and stick to it; set fitness goals that are manageable and
attainable; be honest with yourself; stick with it; track your
progress; have someone who will hold you accountable like a
partner, friend or coach; and practice affirmations every day
as part of your routine, like “I am strong, I am blessed, I am
beautiful.” These really work!
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Newtown Square, 19073

484.420.4935

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION:

researched the importance of natural
sunlight exposure to the eyes and say that
a lack of exposure to natural light could
affect the growth and development of
vision.
Digital eyestrain symptoms
• Burning
• Itchy or tired
• Increased headaches
• Fatigue
• Blurry vision
• Head and neck pain
The best way to properly monitor eye
and vision health is to make sure your
child gets a comprehensive eye exam
every year.

KEEP YOUR TEETH & GUMS
HEALTHY

A big smile can say a lot about your
overall health, so if you’ve been skipping
out on the dentist, you may want to
schedule your visit. A yearly dental
visit protects against poor oral health
that can lead to greater problems down
the road. Good oral hygiene, including
brushing at least twice a day with a
fluoride toothpaste and flossing, can
protect against the damaging effects of
gum disease. Gingivitis is a mild form

HEALTH & WELLNESS

of gum disease that is due to plaque and
tartar buildup on teeth, leaving gums
red, swollen, and irritated. When left
untreated, gingivitis can advance to
periodontitis. A more serious and painful
disease, periodontitis causes gums to
pull away from teeth, allowing bacteria to
build in the pockets between. Due to the
infection and inflammation, your body’s
natural reaction is to fight the bacteria,
which can lead to breakdown of the bones
and tissue around your teeth.
Studies also suggest that poor oral
health is related to systemic diseases
including diabetes, oral cancer, stroke,
and heart disease. Routine visits to your
dentist can identify oral problems before
they become painful and more serious. So
how can you protect your pearly whites
against long-term health concerns?
• Schedule routine checkups with your
dental professional.
• Brush your teeth twice a day.
• Floss daily (you may not see immediate
benefits, but you’ll be saving your gum
health in the long run).
• Eat a balanced diet to get the proper
nutrients your teeth and gums need to
stay strong.
• Drink lots of water!

• Quit smoking; it is one of the most
significant risk factors in developing
gum disease.
• Replace your toothbrush every three
months.

NO BONES ABOUT IT

Is your job a pain in the neck? If you
work in a sedentary environment, your
response is probably yes. Musculoskeletal
pain is caused by excessive sitting
throughout the day, leading to slouching,
hunching over, and muscles in your body
going without use for hours. Studies are
finding that although a regular workout
routine helps, it won’t combat the
constant weight on your rump. Although
some offices are moving toward healthier
options, such as convertible stand up/
sit down desks or treadmill desks (if you
have the skill to think and walk at the
same time), most of us have to face our
chairs every day. What a pain!
There are ways to prevent the negative
effects, such as stiffness and poor
circulation, of constant sitting:
• Get up and move! If you find yourself
sitting for extended periods of time,
you need to break the habit. Schedule
Continued on page 19 >
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ORAL HEALTH

The Oral Systemic Link

O

ral systemic health is the connection between oral health
and overall health. There have been countless studies
conducted on how inflammation affects the oral cavity and
a person’s overall health. Chronic inflammation in the oral cavity
can cause gum disease such as gingivitis. Signs of gingivitis
include inflammation or swelling of the gum tissues, along with
bleeding. Gingivitis, if left untreated, can cause periodontitis,
which consists of bone loss and increased risk of tooth loss.
A study from the Journal of the American Dental Association
(JADA) states that “42% of adults 30 or older have some type
of gum disease, gingivitis or periodontitis.” Studies have shown
that poor oral health can increase your chances of systemic
disease such as diabetes, heart disease, stroke, rheumatoid
arthritis and dementia. These inflammatory-causing bacteria
originating in the mouth can enter the circulatory system around
the teeth, traveling to other parts of the body. Inflammation
can increase the chances of developing health problems such
as cardiovascular disease, heart attack, stroke, and diabetes, as
well as issues with pregnancy such as premature birth and low
birth weight. It is important to keep up with regular dental visits

18
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1410 Russell Road, Suite 204, Paoli, 19301
www.paolifamilydentistry.com

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

for preventive cleanings to reduce the amount of inflammatorycausing bacteria. Keeping up with regular dental visits decreases
the chances of developing oral health disease, such as gingivitis,
periodontitis, and other systemic disease. Overall, making oral
health a priority by scheduling regular dental visits every six
months, along with proper oral hygiene at home, can decrease
the risk of oral and systemic disease.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION:

HEALTH & WELLNESS
coffee drinks, sodas, yeast breads, cereals,
fruit drinks) per day, while women should
stay around 25 grams. Starting out the
day with a latte, frozen beverage, or soda
could add anywhere from 20 to 63 grams
of sugar in just 12 ounces! Make sure to
stop and think before you consume added
sugar for the sake of your heart health
because sugar isn’t as sweet as it seems.

BEST FOOT FORWARD

an alarm for every 30 minutes to get
up and take a lap around your office.
Manage your time effectively by going
to pick up your paper from the printer
or grabbing a glass of water. Even
better? Visit a co-worker to talk about a
project instead of sending an email.
• Establish proper sitting habits. Keep
your back straight, feet at 90 degrees,
and eyes level with the top of your
computer screen. Make sure your
shoulders aren’t hunched when resting
your elbows on your desk to type.
• Stretch in place. Adding stretching
to your daily routine is beneficial
for anyone. Stand up and do a few
stretches at your desk to get your
muscles loosened up and moving.
Feeling spunky? Add a few jumping
jacks in to get your heart rate pumping
for some extra energy.
• Realize how much sitting you do.
Sitting for eight hours at your job has
negative effects on your body, but
going home and sitting on the couch
for the rest of the night doubles those
effects, increasing cause for concern. If
you have a sedentary job, make a point
of taking a walk when you get home
or spend some time on your feet with
your kids or at the gym. Keeping active
during breaks and on the weekends will
help combat negative effects from the
workweek.

the disease and its causes has allowed
for a decrease in the number of deaths
associated with it in recent years. Eating
well and exercising are obvious ways
to prevent the onset of heart disease,
but a recent study by the Journal of the
American College of Cardiology looks
at another culprit that has damaging
effects on your heart: sugar (fructose).
According to the study, one to two
servings of sugary drinks per day raises
a person’s risk of heart disease by 35
percent.
It is important to be cognizant of sugar
intake, as it can often sneak into your diet
unnoticed. Men should only consume
about 37.5 grams of added sugar (think

After hours of physical abuse from
constant pounding and tapping, your
feet deserve a break! Feet take a constant
beating every day and we often blame
foot pain on a long day on our feet or
shoes with poor support, but foot pain
may be caused by other problems in your
body that shouldn’t be ignored.
Keep tabs on your feet by:
• examining them regularly
• wearing comfortable shoes that fit
properly and offer plenty of support
• keeping your toenails trimmed straight
across
• allowing your feet to air out after being
in shoes.
Talk to your doctor if you are
experiencing:
• joint stiffness
• tingling or numbness
• swelling
• discoloration or bruising
• inability or limiting of physical tasks
due to foot pain. 

HEART HEALTH—SKIP THE
SUGAR!

Heart disease is the number-one
killer of all Americans, but awareness of
MARPLE NEWTOWN
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NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP
Our mission is to be the preeminent Township dedicated to Public Service with integrity
achieved by Encouraging Communication and Protecting Resources.

Get Strategically Involved in your Community.
22 Boards, Commissions and Public Meetings
23 New School Resource Officer
24 Library News
26 Public Works Recycling News – Residential Collections
27 Public Works Recycling News – Electronics
and Clothing Collections
28 Public Works – Caring for Our Streams in Winter
29 Public Works – Snow & Ice Removal

31 Public Works – Leaf Collection / Environmental
Advisory Council – Spotted Lanternfly Information
32 Thinking Ahead/Community Events…
• Christmas Tree Lighting
• Santa
• Tree Pickup
• 1st Annual Shopping Showcase on 11/16/19!
This & That
33 Holiday Open Houses at The Square Tavern!

30 Public Works – How Trees Help Manage Stormwater
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
John Nawn, P.E.
Tina Roberts Lightcap
Edward Partridge
Linda Gabell
Mike Russo

Chair
Vice-Chair
Supervisor
Supervisor
Supervisor

N E W TO WN TO WN SHI P NE WS

ewtown Township

The members of the following Township Boards
are appointed by the Board of Supervisors at the
re-organization meeting each January.

To learn more about each Board and the
members, please check our website!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Municipal Authority
Parks and Recreation Board
Planning Commission
Zoning Hearing Board
Library Board
Environmental Advisory Council

MEETING SCHEDULE

All meetings are at 7:00 pm and take place at the Township Building

Board of Supervisors*..... 2nd and 4th Monday @ 7pm
Municipal Authority........ 1st and 3rd Monday @ 7pm
Parks & Recreation......... 1st Thursday @ 7pm
Planning Commission ... 4th Thursday @ 7pm
Zoning Hearing Board.... 3rd Thursday @ 7pm
Library Board .................. 3rd Thursday @ 7pm
EAC.................................. 1st Monday @ 5pm
*Always check the Township Website for the most up-to-date meeting
schedule information! www.newtowntownship.org

Sign up for news updates at Notify Me! on the Township website,
www.newtowntownship.org.
Look for us on:
facebook.com/newtowntownshipdelco
twitter.com/NewtownTwpDelco

TOWNSHIP STAFF

209 Bishop Hollow Rd, Newtown Square, PA 19073
Township Hours: 8:30am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
Phone: 610-356-0200 | Fax: 610-356-8722 | www.newtowntownship.org
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Administration:
Stephen Nease
Suzanne Wolanin

Township Manager
Administrative Services Director

ext 111
ext 111

Finance Department:
Rich Lafiata
Denise Gibbone
Mike Newell
Denise Zurka

Finance Director
Utility Billing
Accounts Receivable
Accounts Payable/HR

ext 115
ext 138
ext 130
ext 146

Codes Department:
Andrew Reczek
Zach Axt
Cathy Spahr

Codes Director/Zoning Officer/BCO
Rental Inspector
Planning & Zoning Coordinator

ext 116
ext 147
ext 110

Public Works:
George Sharretts
Harry Robinson

Public Works Director
Public Works Supervisor

ext 112
ext 134

Karl Keehn
Joe Romano

Fire Marshal
Health Inspector

610-356-2969
610-356-4040

MARPLE NEWTOWN

The SRO program is based on the Triad
Concept; Law Enforcement Officer, Teacher,
Counselor. Law Enforcement Officer for
your child’s safety, Teacher of law related
material and other areas of expertise and to
be an informal Counselor/Mentor for your
child. My position as a SRO, is not a “Pipe
Line” to prison, rather to be that person
who helps educate your child to stay out of
the criminal justice system. If I am able to
change just one child, I have accomplished
part of my obligation. I am here to “Bridge
the Gap” between law enforcement officers
and juveniles. With that being said, I want
you to know that I am here to help your
child reach their definition of success and
to help guide them along that path. I am
here to supplement the learning
environment, not to detract from it.
The SRO program is much more multifaceted than simply placing a law
enforcement officer in the schools hoping
that all problems related to school safety
will be solved. As a SRO, I will work to
become a regular part of the school
community who is viewed and treated like
any other faculty member. My goals for the

SRO program are to help provide a safe
learning environment in the Marple
Newtown School District, provide valuable
resources to school staff, foster a positive
relationship with your child, and help
develop strategies to resolve problems
affecting your child so they can reach their
fullest potential while at school. SRO’s serve
in a very complex environment that must
balance the needs of the school, the
community and the law enforcement
agency all while maintaining a SAFE and
secure learning environment for your child.
In closing, I am looking forward to working
with your children and I would invite you or
your child to contact me if there is anything
I can do to help in any situation, or if you or
they just want to chat. I can be reached by
email, jjohnson@mnsd.org , or by phone,
610.359.4200 ext. 5526.
Thank you for reading.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey R. Johnson
School Resource Officer

MARPLE NEWTOWN
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It is my pleasure to introduce myself and
an honor to be part of “IN Community”
magazine. My name is Jeff Johnson, of the
Newtown Township Police Department,
currently assigned to the School Resource
Officer position with the Marple Newtown
School District.
I was born and raised in Newtown
Square, where I currently reside with my
wife and three daughters. I have two sons
that currently live in Havertown and
Newtown Square. All five of my children
have gone through the Marple Newtown
School District, K-12. Through the many
years that my children have attended the
schools in the District, I have been
fortunate enough to get to know a lot of
teachers, counselors, faculty and staff.
As I mentioned in my greeting, I have
been a member of the Newtown Township
Police Department for the last twenty-one
years. Sixteen of those years, I was assigned
to the K9 Team. In June of 2018, my Chief
sent out a bulletin indicating that the
school district was looking to add a School
Resource Officer (SRO) from Newtown
Township in the Marple Newtown School
District. I applied immediately, without
hesitation, because I knew this position was
tailor made for me. So, currently, I am the
SRO for MNHS and Culbertson Elementary. I
am trained and certified through the
National Association of School Resource
Officers and have attended schools for
Basic SRO, Advanced SRO and Adolescent
Mental Health through the National Center
for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice. I am
also a member of the Pennsylvania
Association of School Resource Officers.

Newtown Township

New School Resource Officer

News | LIBRARY

A Year of Art at Newtown Public Library
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N

ewtown Public Library has hosted many artists over the years
and 2019 has been no exception. With the help of Terri
McCarthy (who arranged the exhibitions, wrote promotional
articles about the artists, and personally was available when art
was hung by the Newtown Township Public Works department)
and the Friends of Newtown Public Library, the gallery space has
been alive with new artwork each month or so. The following
artists have graced the walls of the library this year:
January/February: Susan Stefanski – Susan Stefanski was a
47-year-old mother of three working as a secretary for Villanova
University when she first applied a paint brush to a creative act.
Now, many years later, hardly a day goes by when she isn’t using
one expressly for that purpose. A full-time, award-winning painter,
Stefanski’s work has been featured in scores of solo and group
exhibits. Her favorite painting venues include the nature preserves,
public gardens, streams, woodlands and fields that are all short
drives from home. “You don’t have to go far from home to find
God’s beauty. It’s everywhere. All you have to do is look and see. I
have experimented with many art forms, but I keep coming back to
representational painting in oil, watercolor and pastels falling
under the umbrella of God’s gifts,” she says. She is also an
iconographer and portraitist. To see more of Susan’s work or to
learn more, go to susanstefanskiart.com.
March/April: Cathy Glick – Cathy Glick’s vibrant exhibit featured
many oil paintings inspired by vacations she has taken with her
husband. She elaborated: “Capturing a perfect moment on canvas

is a meaningful way to preserve that joy – the memory stays with
me, and I get to share it with friends, family (she has 10
grandchildren!), and patrons.” To see more of Cathy’s work, follow
her on Facebook.
May/June: Ronnie Bookbinder – Ronnie Bookbinder loved her
career as a Reading Specialist and ESL Instructor in Lower Merion.
After retirement, her minor in Fine Arts and History moved to the
forefront. For the last ten years, Ronnie has followed her interest in
art, and now has many pieces juried into shows all over the greater
Philadelphia/Delaware area. She paints in a vibrantly loose and
modern style, and truly values her time spent in the studio. She
works in acrylics, which allow her to paint and re-paint a piece until
she’s satisfied, which may take months! Her inspiration comes from
a variety of sources – travels with her family, landscapes, animals…
she sees beauty in the colors, shapes and rhythms of both the
natural and man-made world. While her subjects are varied, one
constant interest is cities. To learn more about Ronnie’s art, go to
ronniebookbinder.com
July/August: Jennifer Nettingham – Jennifer Nettingham’s
beautiful, intuitive, fluid art exhibit (her first!) encapsulated a spirit
of adventure and creativity which began with a question. Jenn
loves to meditate, and as she was emerging from a deep state of
contemplation one day, she decided to ask “What is it that you
want me to do?” Immediately, she heard the word “Paint!” Jennifer’s
work is result of pour painting or liquid art. It’s a process of
combining acrylic paints with a pouring medium (like Floetrol)

Ronnie Bookbinder

Cathy Glick
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Carol Breslin

DVAL

Jennifer Nettingham

Check out what’s happening at the library!
We have great programs for all ages. Please
see the website for the most-up-to-date
information.
The * symbol = REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Adult Events:
WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB AT
NEWTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY
Now meeting at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.! Join us each
month in the Newtown Township Conference Room
for this book discussion group. The selected books
are an eclectic assortment of fiction and non-fiction
titles that have caught our eye.
November 20 – Discussing “My Brilliant Friend” by
Elena Ferrante
December 18 – Discussing “1984” by George Orwell

Children Events:
Story times
BOOKIN’ WITH BABIES
Wednesday at 10 AM through 12/11/19. For
ages 0-2, plus caregiver. Younger/older siblings are
always welcome. 20 minutes of developmentally
appropriate stories and songs, followed by play
time with the library’s toys.

TODDLE ON OVER
Tuesdays at 10 AM through 12/10/19. For ages
2 & 3, plus caregiver. Younger/older siblings are
always welcome. 25 minutes of developmentally
appropriate stories & songs, followed by a simple
art project and play time with the library’s toys.

More fun programs
DANCE ME A STORY!*
Monday, November 18th @ 10:30 AM. For ages
2-6. Join dance teacher Lisa Oster to act out a story
using movement and dance.

DINOVEMBER PARTY!*
Thursday, November 21st @ 10:30 AM. For ages
2-5. Roar! Party like a dinosaur with games and
activities!

Susan Stefanski

SEGAL PUPPETS
PRESENTS THE SILLY
SIDESHOW CIRCUS!
Friday, December 27th
@ 10:30 AM. For
all ages. Ladies
and Gentlemen, Boys
and Girls, step right
this way into the silliest
circus around! It’s forty
minutes of unforgettable
interactive surprises
perfect for preschoolers
and families alike.

MARPLE NEWTOWN
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which essentially keeps the colors intact. It allows the individual tints to keep their
integrity. The paints layer together without blending – which makes it possible to
achieve an infinite variety of intricate patterns. This was the first time this style of
art had been exhibited here at Newtown Public Library and two of Jennifer’s
paintings sold within hours of her opening! Follow Jennifer on Instagram at
jennsolove or Facebook to see more of her work.
September: Carol Breslin – Carol Breslin’s love of photography started in 5th
grade, when she took pictures of her elementary school friends with a Kodak
instamatic. Several decades later, as her talents in photography developed, her
work has been exhibited throughout the Greater Delaware Valley. When she
started, Carol had no access to a darkroom, so it was vital to be exacting in her
compositions. Even now, with the available technical options, she is driven to
precision. It can take dozens of attempts to capture the perfect angle and clarity
to satisfy Carol. Starting with a broad view, she then focuses intently on details –
like beautiful windows set deeply into a gorgeous yellow wall in Italy. The contrast
of her lines pop – defined sometimes in a black and white study of trees, or the
vivid colors on a beach umbrella. For more information about Carol’s work, she
can be reached at Bresl6@yahoo.com.
October/November/December: The Delaware Valley Art League (DVAL) – In
September, Garrett Williamson hosted its first Plein Air Event with the Delaware
Valley Art League. The event was held on the historic campus in conjunction with
Delco Arts Week and featured 17 juried artists. Those in attendance learned about
plein air painting from 17 featured artists while they captured amazing vistas on
this unique property just down the street from Newtown Public Library. The
paintings from this day are currently on display at the library for all to enjoy. To
learn more about DVAL, go to delawarevalleyartleague.com.

Library
Activities

Newtown Township

News | LIBRARY

News | PUBLIC WORKS

Recycling in Newtown…
Something everyone can do to help.

Thank you to all of our residents, businesses, institutions and visitors for your continuing efforts to recycle and to promote recycling in
Newtown Township.
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Recycling in Newtown Township is important for our environment, but is also mandated in Pennsylvania as specified in PA ACT 101 as
well as locally by Newtown Township’s Recycling Ordinance, 1990-1. See the Newtown Township General Code Chapter 141, Article IV
for more information.
• Residents easily recycle “single stream” twice each month. See the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for your
collection dates, a recycling area map, listing of materials we can recycle and other important information.
• Businesses and institutions make their own arrangements with the company and method of their choice to recycle. They report
annually to the Township their results, illustrating not only their compliance with the state and local requirements, but also their
commitment to our community and its environment.
Together we are making a difference.

YES - Please Recycle:

• Paper
(white & colored paper, staples and paperclips are OK)
• Cardboard
• Aluminum, Bi-metal, & Steel Cans
• Plastics #1 – #7 (except #6)
• Glass
• Envelopes
(with windows)
• Junk Mail/ Newspaper
• Magazines & Phone Books
Residential Single-Stream Recycling Collections
occur from each home twice every month:
Zone #1 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and
Zone #2 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays.
There is no collection when there is a 5th Thursday in a month.
Be sure to have your recycling out and ready to be collected
before 7:00 AM.
Recycling days that fall on holidays will be collected the following day.
Please visit the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for
additional recycling information, schedules, maps and Household
Hazardous Waste Collection, Electronic Recycling and Yard Waste
Collection events.

www.newtowntownship.org
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Properly disposing of electronic and textile waste can be difficult. While always encouraging donation of usable electronics and usable
clothing and other textiles, Newtown Township has been pleased to offer electronic collection events for the past several years. However,
a 12-month partnership between Newtown Township and "Curb my Clutter" should make the collection of non-donated electronics and
clothing for recycling a lot easier for our residents.
“Curb my Clutter” is a text-based service that once scheduled will come to your door and collect / responsibly dispose of electronic (and
textile) waste that would not otherwise be donated. All you need do is text the word “pickup” to 610-TEXT-CMC (610.839.8262), set up your
personal account so they can get some details of the materials to be collected and schedule a time for them to be taken away. They come
right to your door when you have the materials prepared. Other than TV’s / computer monitors and microwaves, there is NO COST for the
collection of your items (TV’s, computer monitors and microwaves do have a cost due to the expense of disposing of them in accordance
with environmental laws). Please follow the link below for full information, instructions, materials accepted and FAQ’s:
www.curbmyclutter.com/newtowntwppa

MARPLE NEWTOWN
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Public Works Recycling News – Electronics and
Clothing Collections
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Alternatives To Salt
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For Treating Icy Sidewalks and Driveways
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Information
Regarding Snow
and Ice Removal
Newtown Township’s Public Works
Department treats and clears approximately 62
miles of roadway during snow and ice events.
Our staff and vehicles are dispatched as soon as
is possible during a storm, and work to make our
streets as safe as possible for travel.
The Township will salt and plow all Township
Roads as well as all State Roads except Rt. 252
(Newtown Street Road), Rt. 3 (West Chester Pike),
Media Line Road and the State-owned portions
of Gradyville Road, which are salted and plowed
by PennDOT. The Township also does not plow
any of the “paper” streets or private streets. See
the Public Works page on the Township website
for a listing of these.
In order to assist us, please do the following
during a snow or ice storm:
• Be patient. Our staff are clearing and/or
treating our roadways as fast and as safely
as is possible. This takes many hours after
the snowfall has ended. We stay on the job
until our streets are clear.
• Keep vehicles off of the streets until they
are clear. Parking vehicles on the streets in
a storm makes salting and plowing much
more difficult for our drivers and increases
the time necessary to do the job properly or may make it impossible to clear the snow and ice in that area. This can
especially be true in the 63 cul-de-sacs that are part of our community. We frequently enter a cul-de-sac during a storm and
due to the location of driveways and cars parked on the street have nowhere to place the snow we are trying to clear.
• Remove any items that could obstruct the plow trucks from plowing our streets curb-to-curb.
• Ensure that trees on your property do not grow into the roadway. There should be at least 14 feet of clearance for a fire
truck, ambulance or plow truck to pass underneath.
• Never shovel or blow snow back into the roadway after it has been plowed or treated with salt. This creates additional
work for everyone and may make your street less safe.
Cleaning up after a snow or ice storm is frustrating for everyone. Frequent questions and issues that are raised regard
driveways, sidewalks and mailboxes. We try very hard to avoid plowing snow onto driveways and sidewalks, and certainly never
want damage to occur to a mailbox. However, in the course of plowing operations, these three things do happen at times. The
Public Works page on the Township website has helpful information discussing these three issues, which we encourage you to
review.
Thank you for reading and following the above information as well as the information found on the Township website
(www.newtowntownship.org). We hope it helps you, your neighbors and we your township staff in keeping our roadways clear
and safe during a weather incident.
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How Trees Can Retain Stormwater Runoff

Trees in our communities provide many
services beyond the inherent beauty they
lend to streets and properties. One of the
most overlooked and underappreciated is
their ability to reduce the volume of water
rushing through gutters and pipes following
a storm. This means less investment in
expensive infrastructure and – importantly
– cleaner water when the runoff reaches
rivers and lakes.
Trees help reduce stormwater runoff in
several ways. One is to intercept falling rain
and hold a portion of it on the leaves and
30
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bark. Part of this intercepted water will
evaporate and part will be gradually
released into the soil below. At the surface of
the soil, fallen tree leaves help form a spongy
layer that moderates soil temperature, helps
retain soil moisture, and harbors organisms
that break down organic matter and recycle
elements for use in plant growth. This
important layer also allows rain water to
percolate into the soil rather than rushing off
carrying with it oil, metal particles and other
pollutants. Below ground, roots hold the soil
in place and absorb water that will

eventually be released into the atmosphere
by transpiration.
The information above comes from the Arbor
Day Foundation, TREE CITY USA bulletin #55.
The Arbor Day Foundation is a great resource
of information about caring for our trees, and
this has been presented here with permission.
For more information about the Arbor Day
Foundation, please visit them at
www.arborday.org. To learn more about
stormwater topics in Newtown Township, visit
www.newtowntownship.org and look under
the “our environment” tab.
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2019 Leaf
Removal
Schedule
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Zone 2 Collection:
1st: November 11th
2nd: December 16th

Zone 1 Collection:
1st: October 28th
2nd: December 2nd

Public Works is just about at the halfway point
in leaf collection for the season. Please see the
map for the schedule that we will be in your
area to collect your leaves. Have your leaves
out by the date listed – we will then collect
leaves in that zone until each street has been
visited. Do not put your leaves out after the
date identified as we may have already gone
past your home.
Any changes or updates to the schedule due to
weather will be posted on the township website
at www.newtowntownship.org. You are
encouraged to check this posting to see
detailed leaf collection information, any
modifications that may have been made to the
schedule, to see where we have already
collected from in the community and to view a
large leaf collection map and street listing.

Christmas tree pickups will take place January 2 – 17, 2020
Don’t know your Zone? Check our Online Map at
www.newtowntownship.org

Beware of the Spotted Lanternfly!
“Kill it! Squash it, smash it... just get rid of it. In the fall, these bugs will lay egg masses with
30-50 eggs each. These are called bad bugs for a reason, don’t let them take over your
community next.” – The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

It’s time for all residents to take action to control the Spotted
Lanternfly (SLF), a destructive insect native to Asia that has
arrived in Newtown Township. This destructive insect poses a
threat to Pennsylvania’s agricultural crops, such as grapes and
hops, and can damage our forests and reduce the quality of life
for people living in heavily infested areas.
Learn More:
Penn State Extension is a great source of information for
homeowners and businesses, including a month-by-month
management calendar. See extension.psu.edu.
How You Can Help:
Control the insect on your own property by destroying the
Spotted Lanternfly and its egg masses will help protect your
property and our community.
Be Sure to Report Spotted Lanternfly sightings. Submit your
sightings at this easy-to-use website so they can registered in a
database for USDA and PDA.

Stop the spread. Don’t let the insects hitch a ride or your car or
truck. Inspect your vehicles, trailers, or any outdoor items before
you move around or out of the quarantine zone (14 counties in
southeast PA). If possible, don’t park in tree lines and keep
windows rolled up when you park your vehicle.
Obey the quarantine. Business owners should incorporate
pest management into their vegetation management plans, and
find out if you need a Spotted Lanternfly permit.

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
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> Thinking Ahead…
> Newtown Square Business Association’s 1st Annual Shopping Showcase
11/16/19 at the Ellis Athletic Center located at the Ellis Preserve.

> Christmas Tree Lighting

N E W TO WN TO WN SHI P NE WS
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Every year, on the first Sunday in December, the Newtown
Square Business Association sponsors the lighting of the tree at
St. Albans Circle. This year’s event is on Sunday, December 8th,.
Mark your calendars now for this yearly holiday event! It really
sets the community into a festive overdrive with numerous
dance troupes from both From the Top Dance Studio and Twirl
Dance Studio and Christmas music and Carols from Spruce Street
Baptist Church and St. Albans Episcopal Church. Re/Max will be
providing Hot Chocolate and cookies while Christopher’s
Chocolates will be providing chocolate-covered pretzels. The
Newtown Square Fire Company puts lights on the tree and the
Girl Scouts decorate the Christmas Tree with handcrafted edible
ornaments. Finally, Santa will arrive on a fire truck to light the
tree and hand out candy canes.

> Santa is Coming!
It is that Wonderful time of year again! The Newtown
Square Fire Company will be continuing its
wonderful tradition of sending Santa out for a ride
around town on one of the NSFC Fire trucks! Check
our Santa Map (www.newtowntownship.org/
township-maps) to find out when Santa will be
visiting your neighborhood.

This
&

That

After-Christmas Tree Collections

After Christmas has passed and you would like to recycle your tree, Christmas tree pickups will take place
January 2-17, 2020. Just place your tree at the curb (no ornaments, tinsel or bags please!) and Public
Works will come by and collect it.

2020 Road Program

Newtown Township is anticipating the completion of the Municipal Authority’s sanitary sewer expansion
project, after which a significant 2020 Road Resurfacing Program can take place (hopefully early in the
Spring). We plan to have more information in the next issue, and will be posting it on the Township
website as well.
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Holiday Open Houses at the Square Tavern!

T

he Square Tavern has sat overlooking
the crossroad of Goshen Road and
Route 252 since 1742. At this crossroads
in the mid-1700’s, a young boy with artistic
talent began to sketch, and was taught by
local Indians how to use items found in
nature to make colors with which to paint.
The boy, son of the tavern keeper, went on
to become court painter to King George III,
a painter of international renown with his
work sought by every great museum in the
world. He is remembered in the art world as
Benjamin West, father of American Painting.
And yet he is a prophet little remembered
in his home community. We are seeking to
change that, and remember West as well as
celebrate the generations of good stewards
who have cared for that old tavern building
and paid it forward to each succeeding
generation in Newtown Square.
In December, the Newtown Square
Historical Society is hosting two open
houses at the Tavern, on December 7th and
14th, from 1 to 5 pm. The Tavern will have
seasonal decorations, and offer
refreshments, music, an Art Show and
costumed guides who can discuss the
history of West and the tavern building.
Selected works of Benjamin West are on
display in the West Gallery. In keeping with
the Tavern’s artistic spirit, an art gallery has
been installed on the second floor. Various
local artists will be displaying and selling
their art in varied media from paintings, to
photography, to pottery and more.

Come out and support the Tavern and its
educational activities, and don’t forget to
bring your children and grandchildren!
History begins at home – in your
community. Wonderful old historic sites like
this can only continue to exist when they
have a community that supports them and
fills them with new life and activities that
attract each new generation.
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Marple Township News
Aqua to Replace Existing Mains Within Marple Township

A
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qua Pennsylvania will be
replacing the existing mains
within Marple Township as part
of their ongoing infrastructure
improvement program. New water
mains reduce the potential for main breaks and discolored water
and improve water flow in the area. Aqua installed nearly 50 miles of
new main to improve service reliability in 2018 for customers in
Delaware County. Work will be performed on the following streets:
James Road between Malin and South Ann Roads
Delia Drive between Malin and James Roads
Verona Road between James Road and Marwood Drive
Sonia Lane between Verona Drive and the end of the cul-de-sac
Construction on the $785,000 project is scheduled to began in
September with the installation of 4,044 feet of 8-inch ductile iron
main. The installation phase of this project is expected to be
completed end of this year. Final job completion, including road
restoration will be complete in the spring of 2020. Aqua will have an
inspector on the job each day to track progress and answer any
questions you may have.
Following installation, the new main will be flushed, chlorinated
and tested for water quality before being placed into service. During
the chlorination/testing phase, activity on the job site will be limited.

Once the water quality testing has
been completed, each water service
and fire hydrant will be transferred to
the new main. When all final
connections are made to the mains on
the side streets, the old main will be abandoned. It is important to
note the trench will be covered with temporary blacktop at the end
of each workday.
Daily construction typically takes place between 7:30 a.m. and
5 p.m. During construction, limited access will be provided for
emergencies, mail and trash services. Residents will have reliable
access to their properties during construction. However, at some
times residents may need to be rerouted to alternative access routes
due to changing work zones. Customers will be notified
24 hours in advance of any scheduled water service interruption.
Please keep in mind, as with any construction project, emergency
shutdowns might be necessary, if this occurs, we will work to restore
service to our customers as soon as possible.
If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact
Aqua at, 610.328.7713. Should you have a non-construction related
emergency, including a water quality issue, please call Aqua
customer service department or after-hours control center at
877.987.2782.

2019 Marple Township Leaf Collection
This is a tentative schedule subject to weather conditions

November and December
Monday 11/4 – Thursday 11/8: Wards 5,6,7 – All week
Tuesday 11/12 – Friday 11/15: Wards 1,2,3,4 – All week
Monday 11/18 – Friday 11/22: Wards 5,6,7 – All week
Monday 11/25 – Wednesday 11/27: Wards 1,2,3,4 – All week
Monday 12/2 – Friday 12/6: Wards 5,6,7 – All week
Monday 12/9 – Friday 12/13: Wards 1,2,3,4 – All week
Monday 12/16 – Friday 12/20: Wards 5,6,7 – All week

No Leaf Pick Up
Monday 11/11
Thursday 11/28
Friday 11/29
All Leaves should be placed on the curb. For more information visit www.marpletwp.com.
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A Message from the Superintendent
Dear Marple Newtown Community Members,
The 2019-2020 school year has begun and the Marple Newtown teachers and
students have been demonstrating their commitment to teaching and learning. The
school year began with summer workshops provided by the Teaching and Learning
Team. Over 80 learning opportunities were provided for teachers to participate in
professional learning associated with their content areas. Over 100 teachers attended
at least one of the professional development days offered. Additionally, a new
curriculum cohort was formed for English Language Arts teachers in 1st through 10th
grades, which will continue building upon the foundation for rigorous curriculum
based upon the PA Core Standards throughout the school year.
The Math in Focus program was another major area of emphasis for curriculum and
professional learning efforts at the elementary level. Math in Focus consultants and
coaches began working with teachers in building conceptual understanding,
developing critical-thinking skills, and advance problem-solving proficiency to more
effectively deliver instruction for students. Several professional learning opportunities
will continue throughout this school year to support teachers in implementing this
new math program. In addition, two Parent University opportunities were offered to
provide parents with a foundational understanding of the program’s philosophy of
instruction and various ways to support children at home.

MA RPLE NE W TOWN SC HO OL N E WS

arple Newtown

Marple Newtown “Tiger Pride” is highlighted in this issue in a variety of ways. We are
proud of our students and teachers for all that they do to make the Marple Newtown
Schools so special. This winter issue provides readers with construction updates for
Culbertson and Loomis Elementary Schools. This School District section also shares
approaches to integrating STEM education as well as developing leaders through
character education programs. The Marple Newtown High School articles feature a
new approach to the Guidance Counseling department and salutes a Milken
Foundation Educator Award recipient.
Our students continue to commit to their coursework and studies, in and out of the
classroom. Our teachers and support staff continue to provide a wonderful learning
environment for the students. Parental support is ever-present during school events
and extracurricular activities, and the Marple Newtown community is always ready to
support the School District. For these reasons and many more, I are very thankful
during the upcoming holiday season.
Wishing you all the healthiest and happiest of holidays.
Sincerely,
Dr. Tina Kane
Superintendent
Marple Newtown School District
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An Innovative Approach to School Counseling
By John Beltrante, Marple Newtown High School Principal

M

arple Newtown is committed to providing the best level of secondary pathways through our College and Career Access
care to all students, and has noticed that the needs of
Center. The high school was fortunate to have hired a
teenagers have changed drastically over the past decade.
Behavioral Health Worker last year. The health worker along
With the evolution of technology, social media, and the global
with two of the current counselors, the school psychologist,
economy, young people are developing in a totally different
another part-time Behavioral Health Worker, the Home and
world. Marple Newtown High School has committed to better
School Visitor, and one of the counseling secretaries will
serving students through a myriad of improvements, from
complete the School Counseling Center housed in the current
writing curriculum, to delivering instruction, to providing
counseling suite. The team will work with students on issues
counseling services. With the
such as but not limited to: grief,
ever changing needs of
trauma, stress, anxiety,
students, the counseling staff is
relationships, suicide, peer
The unfortunate reality is
constantly reflecting and
conflict, inclusivity, equity,
that one in five young
adapting to meet the needs. The
vaping, and substance abuse.
unfortunate reality is that one in
The other three counselors and
people ages 13-18
five young people ages 13-18
one of the counseling
experience a serious mental
secretaries will join the gifted
experience a serious
health condition, and of chronic
support teacher and writing
cases 50 percent begin by age
center in the library to create
mental health condition.
14 according to the National
the College and Career Access
Institute on Mental Health. On
Center. The team will meet the
average, the institute says it
needs of students in areas such
takes 8-10 years from the onset of symptoms to the initial
as, but not limited to: scheduling, college applications, career
intervention. Students want a system that addresses social
planning, trade school options, financial education, dual
emotional development. The Marple Newtown High School
enrollment, military options, and technical school.
administration and counseling department worked together to
Dividing into two expert teams allows both halves of the
figure out an innovative structure to best serve students and
department to receive targeted professional development in
families.
order to become immersed in a specialized area of
After taking a deep look into the students’ needs, the
counseling. The structure allows the counselors to create a
administration has decided to create a new model for the
more proactive and preventative model to address the social
school counseling department by dividing it into two areas,
and emotional needs of the students while dually preparing
creating a more proactive system of care. Next year, every
the students for career and college pathways. Each center will
student will have two counselors. One will address the social
be able to provide deeper and more meaningful support in
emotional needs in a more proactive manner through our
each targeted area. Administration will begin transitioning
School Counseling Center, and the other will provide the
space in the spring of 2020, and complete the full transition
guidance needed to choose and execute students’ postby the start of the 2020-21 school year.

“
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Colorful Coding at Loomis Elementary!
By Emily Lovitz, Gifted Support Teacher, Loomis Elementary
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Back to school means back to reading, writing, math, and… coding! This fall, students at Loomis Elementary were greeted by a
classroom set of Ozobots: tiny robots that provide an engaging, hands-on introduction to computer programming, or “coding”.
Students used markers to create color-sequenced commands (“ozocodes”) to guide their Ozobots through different challenges. For
instance, “Ozobot Bowling” challenged students to work in collaborative groups in order to write a program that could knock down
six bowling pins. By tapping in to their creativity and critical thinking skills, students were able to code their Ozobots to slow down,
speed up, turn, pause…even do a celebration dance. Teachers appreciate the innovative approach to supplementing the math,
science, social studies, and ELA instruction already happening in their classrooms. As an added bonus, students are introduced to
computer science vocabulary, such as “calibrate”, “debug”, and “algorithm”. What a treat to witness such high levels of student
engagement and collaboration within the first few weeks of school!

4th Graders Amelia Karasavas & Ana Koulas

3rd Graders Naiza Anto, Xavier Paris, Dylan Pham, and Simar Singh Girn
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B

y now, you might have heard your son or daughter come
home from school and use the word STEM or STEAM. These
words are acronyms for Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math and the latter adds the letter “A” for the Arts. Just
because the “S” in STEM does not stand for “Social Studies,” does
not mean that Social Studies does not have its place with
design thinking. Feel free to ask Mrs. Angie Matt, 6th grade
Social Studies teacher at Paxon Hollow Middle School. She will
explain that economic, geographic, and civic knowledge are crucial
components to good citizenship. As a result, we must place an
emphasis on these components in our curriculum to make them
come alive.
Mrs. Matt explains that, “The ‘doing’ of Social Studies is the most
important part.” Students need to be able to analyze information
and establish arguments supported by evidence across all domains
of Social Studies. Connecting STEM and Social Studies shows the
students that events are not isolated. For example, technological
advances such as the wheel, the nail, the printing press, and the
electric lightbulb all had societal implications. In 2019, it is as
important as ever for our students to understand the integration
between Science and Technology and world events.
Mrs. Matt recently put this idea into place while teaching her
students about the ancient Mayans. The students were reading and

MARP L E N E W TOW N SC HOOL N E W S

THE “S” IN STEM
discussing everything that must take place in order for a civilization
to occur. Specifically, the rise of agriculture and trade allowed
human beings to have enough food and economic stability to stay
in one place. Once a civilization was established, people began to
find ways to entertain themselves through leisurely activity. This is
where Mrs. Matt was able to incorporate design thinking or STEM
into her lesson. Mrs. Matt challenged students to create a game
utilizing tools and items that she provided them in class. She offered
her students cups, tennis balls, string, tape, racquets, and other
household items to create their games. On their own, students used
the items to create a game with rules as a means to establish a
winner. Once students created their games, they had the
opportunity to present them to the rest of the class to demonstrate
how the game worked. The kids absolutely loved the activity
because they were able to build connections off what they already
knew about the ancient Mayans and the games that they played.
Social Studies is everything around us. It incorporates geography
to economics to government to the way people think and feel. As
Mrs. Matt said, “We want our students to feel like the subject comes
alive when they are in class”. No matter if students are researching
the ancient Mayans, the evolution of games, or studying businesses
in America, we want them to feel like they are a part of the learning
and that is where design thinking comes into play! Literally!
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Russell
Elementary
School
Cultivating
Leaders
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The Student Leadership Program was
an initiative started at Russell Elementary
last school year by our counselor, Mrs.
Kylie Kusturiss. The leadership program
consists of twelve 5th grade students
who work with Mrs. Kusturiss, to promote
leadership, school spirit, teamwork, and
civic duty throughout the entire school.
Students are chosen per semester; there
are six student leaders in the fall semester
and another six in the spring semester.
Student leaders are chosen due to their
ability to demonstrate the qualities of a
leader, which includes a strong sense of
responsibility, care and concern for others
and their community, and a positive and
respectful attitude.
Student leaders are involved in
promoting and organizing fundraisers
and service projects, and emphasizing
and helping coordinate the character
education program. Students will present
information to our student body at
assemblies throughout the year.
This initiative also serves as a way for
the school counselor to get a better
understanding of the school’s needs
through the students’ perspective. We are
very proud of the students involved in
this program and look forward to seeing
what this year’s student leaders bring to
the table!
This year’s student leaders are in the
picture.

Pictured from L-R, (on floor) Karsen Shaffer, Aeden
Tep, (On bench) Olivia Gicking, Samantha Strawley,
Zachary Horwath, Carlin Ramos
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Marple Newtown High
School Celebrates
Milken Educator
Award Winner
By Mr. Christian Jaspersen, MNHS Assistant Principal

O

n Thursday, October 3, 2019, Pedro A. Rivera, the Pennsylvania
Secretary of Education, and Dr. Jane Foley, Senior Vice
President of the Milken Educator Awards, came to Marple
Newtown High School. The Milken Educator Awards recognition
program honored its first educator in 1987 and remains unrivaled
as the most prestigious educator award in the country. The Milken
Family Foundation sponsors the initiative and bestows awards to
educators whose achievements, contributions, and dedication to
their students deserve commendation. During a school-wide
assembly at Marple Newtown High School (MNHS), which included
local dignitaries, Marple Newtown Board of School Directors, school
administrators, teachers, students, Dr. Foley not only recognized
Mrs. Elizabeth Landes as one of the most innovative and committed
teachers across the country, but also surprised her with an
unrestricted 25,000.00 check. Mrs. Landes is the only Milken
Educator Award winner from Pennsylvania this year.
Mrs. Landes’ innovation and creativity begins with implementing
data-driven lessons interspersed with ingenuity. Her contributions
to the MNHS Science Department through incorporation of
intensive and longitudinal professional development contributes to
innovative lessons focusing on rigor and engagement. Mrs. Landes
teaches Advanced Placement Environmental Science and variations
of Biology, including Honors Biology, college preparatory Biology,
and Biology Keystone Support. These experiences along with
organizing community events foster collegial reverence and an
astute understanding of students’ aspirations as they transition to
post-secondary outcomes.
Throughout the school year, Mrs. Landes tirelessly plans
interactive lessons to engage students at their appropriate levels
of difficulty, which supports a differentiated classroom. In order to
accomplish absolute engagement, Mrs. Landes not only fulfills the
curriculum map, but also creates unique instructional experiences
for students. For example, numerous administrators have
observed her engaging the school’s most challenging students
with complex concepts. These include 38 pieces of eligible
content associated with the Biology Keystone Exam, such as
biochemistry, bioenergetics, and homeostasis and transport.
Baseline data accrues through formative assessment while
analysis of students’ performance shapes subsequent lessons. Mrs.
Landes evaluates their diverse levels of performance to determine
the volume of rigor integrated into individualized lessons.
Countless hours of strategic thought contribute to increased
student performance on post-assessments whether they be
formative or summative. These lessons, among myriad others,
demonstrate implementation of differentiated strategies,
assessment, and data utilization shaped through years of
dedication to the professions of education and science.
The aforementioned devotion to planning resonates as a model
with Mrs. Landes’ peers. Teachers’ motivation toward developing
stimulating lessons and contributing to the greater school
community increases each year they work with her. Mrs. Landes’
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collaboration with other professionals across the school district
Mrs. Landes’ commitment to academic focus and enhancing
includes roles as a faculty trainer for differentiated instruction and
student and community engagement through personal
Nearpod. She also assumes an integral role in realigning the
devotion serves as an exemplar for novice and experienced
science curriculum to coincide
educators alike. MNHS continues
with Next Generation Science
to be a wonderful high school
Mrs. Landes’ commitment
Standards (NGSS).
due to teachers, such as Mrs.
Mrs. Landes advances the role
Landes, who illustrate the
to academic focus and
of biology and environmental
characteristics of a distinguished
science into students’ lives while
educator.
enhancing student and
establishing a nexus between the
After the assembly program
community engagement
classroom and communal
ended, Mrs. Landes contacted her
philanthropy. She invests
husband and mother to share the
through personal devotion
significant time and resources as
exciting news. Then, MNHS
the primary organizer of Project
Principal, Mr. John Beltrante,
serves as an exemplar for
10, an annual service event where
informed Mrs. Landes a substitute
hundreds of students engage in a
teacher would cover her classes
novice and experienced
Walk-A-Thon to benefit a selected
for the remainder of the day so
educators alike.
charity. Throughout the years,
she could tend to potential
Mrs. Landes has collaborated with
Milken Family Foundation needs.
UNICEF, St. Jude Children’s
In true, dedicated fashion, Mrs.
Hospital, Philabundance, Charity: Water, and Susan G. Komen for
Landes gently declined class coverage and expressed the
the Cure. These philanthropic efforts contribute to cultivating a
desire to be with her students while fulfilling the foundation’s
positive culture at MNHS. Students not only take enormous pride
needs at the end of the school day. The entire Marple Newtown
in their annual donation, but also their cumulative donations of
School District community congratulates Mrs. Landes on her
more than $34,000.00 since the inception of Project 10.
prestigious award and display of “Tiger Pride”.

The Worrall Way
By Stephanie Sturdivant
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Character Education is an important part of Worrall Elementary’s programming each year. Our approach is multifaceted, including a whole-school positive behavior support system, student leadership opportunities, fundraising
events, and whole-school assemblies. At Worrall, we place critical importance on educating the whole child, helping
them grow socially and emotionally as well as academically.
Our School-Wide Positive Behavior Support System is called The Worrall Way, and our motto is “We are Safe, We are
Responsible, We are Respectful, We are Worrall.” This system allows all adults to use a common language, teach expected
behaviors, develop routines and structure, and focus on proactively acknowledging expected behavior rather than
reactively focusing on problematic or unexpected behavior. Students are awarded “Tiger Tokens” when they show
exemplary behavior related to “The Worrall Way,” and student recipient names are read each day over the intercom by the
Principal.
Worrall teachers meet each summer to plan the scope of the year to come for Character Education. This year, teachers
chose the overarching theme of “Follow The Worrall Way to…” with the associated character traits of Dependability,
Optimism, Acceptance, Perseverance, and Cooperation. There is a corresponding assembly for each character trait, with
the kick-off assembly entitled “Follow The Worrall Way to Dependability.” Mrs. Sturdivant, Worrall Principal, joined in the
action by riding along The Worrall Way on a child’s bicycle while addressing the audience via a wireless mic headset. As
in previous years, we will partner with Delaware County Special Olympics for our “Cooperation” assembly. Each assembly
is student-led, with songs, skits, and speaking opportunities for our very own children.
In addition to our assemblies throughout the year, Worrall participates in a variety of service projects, such as
Halloween candy collection for local shelters, a canned food drive for Thanksgiving, and Cradles to Crayons donation
drives. Last year, we started a new project in partnership with DuPont Children’s Hospital, wherein students donate
requested items in lieu of distributing birthday party favor bags. It was an overwhelming success, as were our other
ventures. Each service project allows students to learn about the joy of helping others, which is an important life-long
lesson.
Character Education is an essential part of what we do at Worrall every day. Our students have so many opportunities
to let their hearts shine through and feel a real sense of pride in their contributions to our community.

Worrall
students
having fun
playing
basketball
with
Delaware
County
Special
Olympians.

Worrall
students
being
recognized
for showing
Character
Education
traits.
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MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
The mission of the Marple Newtown School District is to provide rigorous
educational opportunities for all students in a safe, healthy, and effective
learning environment through a collaborative commitment involving
students, staff, families and community.
The Marple Newtown School District has a long tradition of excellence
in education. There are approximately 3304 students enrolled in Grades K
through 12 with accelerated and advanced placement courses offered in all
the academic areas. The academic curriculum of the district reflects the strength of traditional programs while meeting the
changing needs of a technological society.
The district is a clear leader in the county in the development of academic standards. In addition to a strong academic
program, 23 Advanced Placement (AP) and 21 Honors courses are offered to students at Marple Newtown High School. A
variety of opportunities are available to students through elective courses, independent study programs, dual enrollment,
cyber learning and a wide range of extra-curricular activities and athletics. There are accelerated courses in all disciplines
and a comprehensive Special Education program for students who require special instruction.

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL BOARD

District Administration
Marple Newtown School District
40 Media Line Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4200
www.mnsd.org
Dr. Tina Kane
Superintendent of Schools
Constance E. Bompadre, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent
Joe Driscoll
Business Manager
Michael Larkin
Director of Communications
& Development
Jim Orwig
Director Human Resources
Jake Gallagher
Director of Operations
Gerald Rodichok, Ph.D
Director of Pupil Services
Heather Logue, Ed. D.
Supervisor of Special Education

A.J. Baker, John McKenzie, Barbara Harvey, Matthew A. DeNucci, IV, Esq., Nicholas J. Reynolds, Sr.,
Leonard B. Altieri, III, Esq. Kathryn Chandless, Esq., Matthew J. Bilker, Esq., Matthew A. Catania, Esq.
Non-voting members: Joseph Driscoll, Denise Land, Mark Sereni, Esq.

MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOLS
Culbertson Elementary School
3530 Goshen Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4340
Principal: James Wigo, Jr.
Loomis Elementary School
369 North Central Blvd
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4350
Principal: T.J. Gretchen
Russell Elementary School
2201 Sproul Road
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4310
Principal: Dennis Reardon
Worrall Elementary School
2979 Pennview Avenue
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4300
Principal: Stephanie Sturdivant

Paxon Hollow Middle School
815 Paxon Hollow Road
Broomall, PA 19008
610-359-4320
Principal: Dr. Tina Kane
Assistant Principal: Christine D. White
Assistant Principal: Dan Hyland
Marple Newtown High School
120 Media Line Road
Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-359-4215
Principal: John Beltrante
Assistant Principal: Lauren Hopkins
Assistant Principal: Donald Tabar
Assistant Principal: Christian Jaspersen
Athletic Director/Dean of Students:
Christopher Gicking
Assistant Athletic Director: Julie Rufo
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MARPLE NEWTOWN RECREATION
Providing Recreational, Cultural and Educational Programs & Activities to the Marple Newtown Community since 1970.

COMMUNITY CENTER

MA RPLE NE W TOWN RE CR EAT IO N NE WS

arple Newtown

Where to Find Us
The Marple Newtown Recreation
office is located inside the Robert C.
Gauntlett Community Center adjacent to
the gymnasium. Please access the office
from the West Chester Pike side of the
building via the side drive entrance (if
facing building, side drive is to the right).
Parking is available in the West Chester
Pike lot. Office hours are Monday
through Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm.

MN Recreation Bus
The Marple Newtown Recreation airconditioned school bus is available for
evening and weekend group excursions.
Please contact the recreation office
(610-353-2326) for fees and additional
information.
Community Center Use
Please contact the recreation
office (610-353-2326) daily between
9:00am and 3:00pm for information
on organizational meeting rooms,
exhibition space, and gym usage. The
newly renovated Community Center
Gym is available for team and league use,
practices and special events.

YOUTH
Youth Recreation Center
The Marple Newtown Youth Recreation Center
(YRC), a program of the Marple Newtown Joint
Recreation Commission aided by the Friends of
the YRC, is now open selected Friday evenings
from 7:00pm to 10:00pm. The Center, designed
for students in grades five and six, is where young
people can meet and socialize in a safe and
supervised environment. All students, regardless
of residency, are welcome. Programs and
activities take place in the Gauntlett Community
Center in Newtown Square. They include a
weekly DJ, dancing, sports and games, and much
more! Please call the recreation office (610-3532326) for registration information and complete
details.
44

MARPLE NEWTOWN

Sean Spratt. All participants should bring a
lunch. Please call 610-353-2326 for additional
information and visit www.mnrecreation.org to
register.
Date: Jan. 20
Day: Monday
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Site: MNHS Gym
Price: $45

Crafty Kids Corner
From drawing to paper mache, this mix
medium art class will allow children (ages 6 to 12
welcome) to make personal choices, encourage
collaboration and be creative. During the course
of this four-week program, students will make
paper mache donuts, work with oil pastels and
participate in a line-reliefs (string art) project.
The projects are designed individually for all ages
and ability levels. The program will be conducted
at the Gauntlett Community Center. Instruction
will be provided by local Art Teacher Chelsea
Banes. Please call 610-353-2326 for additional
information and visit www.mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: March 7 – March 28
Day: Saturday
Time: 10:00am – 11:00am
Site: Community Center
Price: $85

MLK Youth Basketball Clinic
Boys ages 8 to 14 will get instruction in
rebounding, ball handling, passing, shooting,
offensive team development and team defensive
concepts. The clinic will be conducted at the
Marple Newtown High School Gym under
the direction of Boys Head Basketball Coach

Triton Swim Team
Are you NEW to competitive swimming or
looking for a NEW team? The Triton Swim Team,
a USA Swimming Club sponsored by Marple
Newtown Recreation, is now enrolling swimmers
ages 5 and older. Coaches Tim McCullough and
Dave Boyer will be coordinating and leading
the club which will utilize the High School Pool.
Triton Swim Team is focused on developing
individual skills in an energetic team atmosphere
where all are encouraged to succeed and to
promote swimming as a lifelong sport. Please
contact MN Recreation at 610-353-2326 for
additional details and registration information.
All are welcome – Join anytime.
Winter Session: Nov. 18 – March 28
Spring Session: March 30 – May 22

Junior Tennis Clinic
Level 1 (4 - 6 Year Olds)

Beginner players are introduced to basic
skill and athletic development on a 36-foot
court. Classes include a warm-up, coordination
drills, ground-stroke development, and gamesbased drills. The program will be conducted
at the Healthplex Sports Club and instruction
will be provided by their tennis professionals.
Players should bring their own racquet. All other
equipment will be provided. Please call 610-3532326 for additional information and visit www.
mnrecreation.org to register.
Dates: Jan. 26 – March 8
Day: Sunday
Time: 10:00am – 11:00am
Site: Healthplex Sports Club
Price: $126 per person

Junior Tennis Clinic
Level 1 (7 - 10 Year Olds)

program will run through May, 2020. Please call
610-353-2326 in case of inclement weather and
to confirm holiday dates.
Price: $3 per visit

MARP L E N E W TOW N RE C RE ATI ON N E W S

Marple Newtown Recreation makes the High
School Pool available from September through
May for children’s birthday parties, team parties
and special events. Why not make your next
birthday party a splash party? A side room is
also available for refreshments. Please call the
Recreation Office (610-353-2326) at least 4
to 6 weeks in advance to make reservations.
Fee includes use of the pool, side room and
lifeguards. Maximum number per party is 25.
Dates: Sept. – May
Day: Saturday
Time: 12:30pm – 2:30pm
Price: $245

evenings from 6:30pm to 9:30pm and will run
through March 22, 2020. Please call 610-353-2326
in case of inclement weather and to confirm
holiday dates.
Price: $10 per visit

Marple Newtown

Swim Parties

Yoga
With “Ha” meaning Sun and “Tha” meaning
Moon, Hatha yoga is a style of yoga that is
physical and at the same time deeply meditative.
Through a variety of yoga postures, attention to
proper alignment is learned. Gentle movement in
union with breathing strengthens the body and
increases flexibility, while freeing the mind from
daily stress. A sense of harmony and balance is
discovered. Other benefits include increased
energy flow as nerve channels are cleared,
improved concentration, blood circulation and
digestion! Classes will meet in the Gauntlett
Community Center. Students should wear
comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat to
class. This six-week yoga program will be taught
by Yvette Pecoraro, a certified TriYoga instructor
and RYT with Yoga Alliance. Please call 610-3532326 for additional information and visit www.
mnrecreation.org to register.
Dates: Dec. 9 – Feb. 3
(No Dec. 23, 30 & Jan. 20)
Day: Monday
Session 1: 6:15pm – 7:15pm (basics)
Session 2: 7:30pm – 8:30pm (level 1)
Price: $55 per session

Peddlers Village Christmas Festival
Lahaska, PA: Sat., Nov. 30, 2019

Get in the Holiday spirit! Do a little shopping
and enjoy the festive atmosphere as Santa
arrives in a horse-drawn carriage. The village
will be beautifully decorated, Victorian style,
with fruit wreaths and greenery. Also, shoppers
may want to visit the Village’s outlet stores. The
MN Recreation school bus will depart from the
Community Center at 8:30am and return by
5:00pm. Please call 610-353-2326 for further
details.
Price: $26

Zumba Fitness

Adult Open Pickleball
The Community Center Gym is now open
Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons from
1:00pm to 3:00pm for open Pickleball play. The

The Zumba® program fuses Latin and
international rhythms with easy-to-follow moves
to create a one-of-a-kind fitness program that
feels more like a disco party than a workout.
Very little motivation is required because when
you hear the music, you can’t help but move!
Our goal is simple: we want you to love working
out! You can achieve long-term benefits while
experiencing an absolute blast in one exciting
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, aweinspiring movements meant to engage and

This clinic is for junior players that are either
beginners or have some tennis experience
already. Juniors in this group learn groundstroke development and the early stages of
learning how to serve on a 60-foot court. The
program will be conducted at the Healthplex
Sports Club and instruction will be provided by
their tennis professionals. Players should bring
their own racquet. All other equipment will be
provided. Please call 610-353-2326 for additional
information and visit www.mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: Jan. 26 – March 8
Day: Sunday
Time: 11:00am – 12:00pm
Site: Healthplex Sports Club
Price: $126 per person

Continued on next page >

ADULT
Adult Open Volleyball
Come be a part of our Adult Drop-In Volleyball
Program beginning Nov. 10, 2019. The Program
meets at the Community Center Gym on Sunday

MARPLE NEWTOWN
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captivate for life. The routines feature interval
training sessions where fast and slow rhythms are
combined to tone and sculpt the total body while
burning fat, especially targeting the mid-section.
Zumba® Fitness is so fun that it is now offered in
over 100 countries worldwide. Certified Zumba®
instructor Pam Nelson will coordinate the
program. Please call 610-353-2326 for additional
information and visit www.mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: Jan. 16 – March 5
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:15pm – 7:15pm
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $70
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Zumba Toning
Saturday morning Zumba® Toning combines
your favorite zumba rhythms with a component
of toning exercises for the legs, buttocks, arms,
abdominals and core section. When it comes to
body sculpting, Zumba Toning raises the bar (or
rather, the toning stick). It combines targeted
body-sculpting exercises and high-energy cardio
work with Latin infused zumba moves to create a
calorie-torching, strength-training dance fitness
party. Students learn how to use lightweight,
maraca-like toning sticks to enhance rhythm and
tone all their target zones, including arms, abs
and thighs. Zumba Toning is a perfect way for
enthusiasts to sculpt their bodies naturally while
having a blast. Please bring a set of weights (3-5
lbs.) for the arm work and an exercise mat for the
core and stretching. A great way to start your
weekend! Class will be held at the Community
Center and will be conducted by Pam Nelson.
Please call 610-353-2326 for additional
information and visit www.mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: Dec. 7 – Jan. 18
(No Dec. 28)
Day: Saturday
Time: 8:30am – 9:45am
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $60

Tai Chi – 24 Form
Tai Chi is one old form of Chinese exercise
beneficial to health, and it is also a subtle,
sophisticated, and scientific method of self-
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defense. It is basically made out of several forms
or sets originally derived from martial arts, and
it takes the forms of the natural movements of
animals and birds. However, unlike martial arts,
Tai Chi is performed deliberately slow, softly,
and gracefully with smooth and even transitions
between movements. Those who practice
regularly will develop a healthy body and a calm,
tranquil mind. It also provides a practical avenue
for learning about balance, alignment, finescale motor control, and rhythm of movement.
Therefore, the practice will enable you to better
stand, walk, run and correct poor posture. This
program is suitable for people of all ages and
requires no special equipment. Class will meet at
the Gauntlett Community Center. Lucia Coren will
provide the authentic Chinese instruction. Please
call 610-353-2326 for additional information and
visit www.mnrecreation.org to register.
Dates: Jan. 8 – March 11
Day: Wednesday
Time: 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Price: $60

Walk 15
Walk 15 class takes the best features from
low impact group exercise and keeps it easy to
follow! The program is designed with “walking
based” moves so that all fitness levels and all
ages can do it – At Your Own Pace! This is a fun
workout with walking moves set to the beat of
current and oldies music. Ages 18 and above
are welcome. All you need is a good pair of
walking shoes / sneakers, water and a towel.
Grab a friend and join us! Class will be held at
the Gauntlett Community Center. The program
coordinator is Barb Campbell, a Master Walk 15
instructor. Please call 610-353-2326 for additional
information and visit www.mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: Jan. 8 – Feb. 12
Day: Wednesday
Time: 10:00am – 10:45am
Price: $50

Adult Tennis Clinic
For players new to the game or players
looking to get back into it, this clinic will have
an emphasis on fundamentals and early match
play development. Clinics will consist of drilling,

baseline rally skills, and serving. The program
will be conducted at the Healthplex Sports
Club and instruction will be provided by their
tennis professionals. Players should bring
their own racquet. All other equipment will be
provided. Please call 610-353-2326 for additional
information and visit www.mnrecreation.org to
register.
Dates: Jan. 26 – March 8
Day: Sunday
Time: 12:00pm – 1:30pm
Site: Healthplex Sports Club
Price: $189 per person

Adult Open Cornhole
The Community Center Gym is now open
Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons from
1:00pm to 3:00pm for open Cornhole play. The
program will run through March, 2020. Please call
610-353-2326 in case of inclement weather and
to confirm holiday dates.
Price: $3 per visit

Pilates
This dynamic program offers a system of
mind and body exercises focusing mainly on
the abdomen, oblique muscles, and lower back.
Pilates dramatically transforms the way your
body looks, feels and performs. It builds strength
without excess bulk, creating a sleek, toned body.
Other program benefits include increased lung
capacity and circulation, as well as improved
coordination, posture and balance. Because
Pilates teaches balance and control of the body,
many participants experience positive body
awareness for the first time. Ages 18 and above
are welcome. Class will meet at the Gauntlett
Community Center. Please bring a rubber
exercise mat and light hand weights (2-5 lbs.) to
class. Certified Pilates instructor Donna Giordano
will conduct the program. Please call 610-3532326 for additional information and visit www.
mnrecreation.org to register.
Dates: Dec. 3 – Feb. 4
(No Dec. 24 & 31)
Day: Tuesday
Time: 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Price: $70
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Christmas Light Show
and Wanamaker
Organ Concert
BY PETER URSCHELER

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MACY’S

I

f you’re looking for the perfect family outing to get into the holiday
spirit, look no further than the Christmas Light Show and
Wanamaker Organ Concert at Macy’s in Philadelphia. The show,
which takes place in the famous Center City store located in the
Wanamaker building at 100 East Penn Square, has been delighting the
region’s families for more than half a century.
The show began in 1956 when the structure still served as the home
of its namesake department store. Today, adults and children alike
stand enchanted as they watch snowflakes, ballerinas and reindeer
float beyond the four-story-high velvet curtain in the Wanamaker
building’s Grand Court atrium adorned with some 100,000 lights and
elaborate displays.
The Wanamaker building opened in 1911 and was designed by
architect Daniel H. Burnham in the Renaissance Revival style. It
replaced the Wanamaker’s Grand Depot, which once stood on the
same corner lot at 13th and Market streets since 1876. The building’s
grand opening was full of pomp and circumstance as famed retail
magnate John Wanamaker distributed elegantly crafted invitations to
the nation’s elite, which included President William Howard Taft who
provided the evening’s keynote address.
In 1978, the Wanamaker building became a National Historic
Landmark and in the summer of 2018 the beautifully ornate interior
48
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of the building was placed on the Philadelphia Register of Historic
Places for legal protection. After taking up residence in the building in
2006, Macy’s began reinvigorating the cherished traditions that John
Wanamaker had initiated, including the Christmas Light Show and
Wanamaker Organ Concerts given by exceptional musicians. In fact,
the company celebrated its 150th birthday in the Center City store
with a concert featuring the organ and the Philadelphia Orchestra.
The Wanamaker Grand Organ is the largest playing organ in the
world. Every day of the week, except Sunday, two times a day, pipe
organ music cascades over the regal Grand Court, filling the soaring
space with rich orchestral tones. The organ was designed by renowned
organ architect George Ashdown Audsley, and built by the Los
Angeles Art Organ Company for the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair. The
organ originally incorporated more than 10,000 pipes, and cost some
$105,000, which actually bankrupted the builder.
Wanamaker purchased the organ in 1909. In order to fill the palatial
seven-story atrium, he created an on-site factory to expand the organ,
hiring 40 full-time employees to add 8,000 more pipes between 1911
and 1917, and another 10,000 pipes between 1924 and 1930. During
the holiday season, for the shows starting at noon, the finale of the
light show is accompanied by live festive music from the worldrenowned Wanamaker Grand Organ.
The 2019 Christmas Light Show runs from November 29 through
December 31 (closed on Christmas). Daily show times are 10 a.m.,
noon, 2, 4, 6 and 8 p.m.
Visiting guests also have the chance to see one of the most beloved
Christmas books of all time, Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,”
come to life at Dickens’ Village, a 6,000-square-foot walk-through
version of the classic tale. The experience culminates in a one-on-one
with Santa Claus and the opportunity to sit on his lap, share wishes
and have a photo taken with him. Dickens’ Village is open daily from
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., November 29 through December 31 (closed on
Christmas). See Santa through December 24. For more information,
go to visitmacysusa.com/Philadelphia. 
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Sell your home faster
and for more money with
Compass Concierge.
Compass Concierge helps you sell your home faster and for
more money by covering the cost of services to prepare your
home for market. From staging to home improvements and
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• Large Tree Specialist
• Tree Removal & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Fertilization
• Ash Tree Emerald Ash Borer Protection
• Hemlock Woolley Adelgid Spraying
• Insect & Disease Spraying
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